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war and on peacekeeping missions in the
following century, the RAE Association and
serving sappers of 22 Engineer Regiment
participated in the commemoration service
conducted by the Ringwood Sub Branch of the
Returned and Services League.
22 ER
provided a catafalque party and the
Association’s Vice President and Vietnam
veteran, Ted Boltong, laid a wreath on behalf
of all sappers. An apparent terror attack in
Bourke Street Melbourne during the
preceding week had dominated media reports
leading up to this Remembrance Day. Despite
this, the service was well attended by
veterans, civic dignitaries, our members,
members of the public and school groups.
Some addresses delivered at the service
articulated the meaning of Remembrance Day
and the importance of service with such
clarity, that they are reproduced in this issue
of Sapper Summit for the benefit of our
readers.

RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC. –
REMEMBRANCE DAY 2018
Remembrance Day 2018 was a significant one
in that it commemorated 100 years since the
signing of the Armistice in 1918.
Ringwood RSL conducted the Service at the
Ringwood Clock Tower and the RAE
Association was invited to participate. There
was a Catafalque party which was provided by
22nd Engineer Regiment.
There was a reasonable crowd in attendance
but must admit I thought that there would
have been a much bigger gathering bearing in
mind it was a Sunday and we were blessed
with great weather but irrespective the
Service was well conducted even though there
was a bit of a technical hiccup with the siren/
bell which caused some minor angst for the
President of the RSL.
The RAE Association was represented by Ted
Boltong who laid a wreath on behalf of the
Association. There was a good number of

David Hirsh Medal Mounting
(Enquiries to David or Ben)

RAE Assoc Vice President Ted Boltong and Ringwood
RSL President COL David Jamison AM (Retd)

Specializing in Court-Style
and Swing Mounting
of large and miniature medals.
Ribbon bars made up.
Replicas of most medals
and miniatures supplied.
Prompt service. Reasonable prices.
12 Hawson Avenue, Glen Huntly 3163

RAE CORPS SHOP

TEL: (03) 9571-5469
email: davehirsh@yahoo.com
Business Hours Mon-Fri 10am - 5pm

If you wish to get items from the Corps Shop: See
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php

David and Ben have been providing outstanding medal
mounting services to RAE Association Committee other
members for over 20 years. I recommend them to all
sappers and welcome them to Sapper Summit. Editor

For more details email corpsshop@gmail.com
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Association members in attendance.
Following the Service it was back to the RSL
for a wonderful spread of finger food and
catch ups.
Jim Davis
Secretary

REMEMBRANCE DAY ADDRESS
MEMBER FOR RINGWOOD
Dee Ryall
On this day, we mark the Centenary of the
Armistice – the 11th day of the 11th month. The
agreement to the end of hostilities between
the allied nations and Germany.
The ‘Great War’ began with conflict in Europe,
and spread out to become the first World
War. As isolated as the young nation of
Australia was, we too were drawn into this
vast, all-encompassing conflict as a nation of
the British Empire. With a population of under
five million people, almost 418,000 men
enlisted to fight in the Great War; 62,000 were
killed, and 156,000 were wounded or taken
prisoner.

Above: RAE Association Victoria Vice President, Ted
Boltong

On this day, we pause to reflect upon the
incredible courage and sacrifices of those who
served in the Great War, and to comprehend
how important the contribution of our service
men and women make, is.

A Remembrance Day Tribute
By Joanna Fuchs
Delivered by the Acting Chaplain Ringwood RSL
If someone has done military service,
They earn the title "veteran," and more;
They earn our deep respect and admiration;
That they are special no one can ignore.
They sacrificed the comforts we enjoy;
The list is long of all the things they gave;
Our veterans are extraordinary people;
They’re loyal, dedicated, true and brave.
When terror and invasion were real threats,
They showed us they could handle any storm.
We owe our freedoms and our very lives
To our veterans, who served in uniform.

COLCOMDT RAE Southern Region, Bruce Murray and
Ted Boltong, chatting with serving soldiers of 22 ER.

The end of the First World War brought to the
world a new set of struggles. Defeated,
humiliated, and placed under massive
financial burdens, the seeds were sown in
Germany for the rise of Hitler. Our service
men and women answered the call.

Our veterans should be celebrities;
They’re exceptional; no other group compares.
We’re grateful for the many things they’ve done;
They’re always in our hearts and in our prayers.
We owe our veterans support and friendship;
Let no one ever question what they’re worth.
These men and women served us and our country;
Our veterans - the very best on earth.

Our armed forces have fought and died to
protect our way of life, our democracy. They
have given so much to protect our rights and
4

Above: 22 Engineer Regiment Catafalque Party Remembrance Day 2018

our freedoms – the right to life and liberty;
freedom of speech, thought and action; and
the freedom to make the best life for
ourselves and our loved ones. These are the
ideals for which our inspirational servicemen
and women have strived and sacrificed their
lives.

sacrifice to protect our neighbours and our
loved ones? What will we give to make sure
that future generations of Australians will
enjoy the same freedoms and rights that we
do? How will we honour the great sacrifice
made by generations of Australian servicemen
and women?

Time and time again, brave Australians have
put their lives in danger to protect our country
– and indeed the world – from threats to our
freedom. In conflicts and peacekeeping
operations.

On this day, 100 years since the guns fell silent
on the Western Front, we mark the Centenary
of Armistice. We honour those who served,
those who were wounded, and those who fell.
We honour their spirit.

The remarkable courage and selflessness
shown by our armed forces throughout
Australia was born in the trenches of the First
World War, and solidified over the years. The
example set by our servicemen and women
presents a challenge to us all – what will our
response be when times are tough and our
way of life is challenged? What will we

May we never forget their courage, their
sacrifice, or their example to us all.
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Above: David Jamison addressing the Remembrance Day Service

THE GREAT WAR—ARMISTICE
CENTENARY
Why we remember (in plain figures):
More Australians died in that conflict than in
all other wars fought by Australia, combined.
Australia’s proportion of casualties (dead,
wounded, missing captured) in relation to its
participation was the most dreadful of all
nations, 60%.
In 1915 Australia had 4.9 million people. Of
these 2.6 million were men. At the outbreak
of the war there were about 162,000 more
men than women. By the end of 1918 there
were about 84,000 more women than men.
A total of 416,809 men enlisted-almost 40% of
the male population between 18 and 44.
About 330,000 sailed for overseas service plus
3000 nurses.
By the time the AIF was disbanded 61,514 had
been killed.
Continued p8

Amiens Cathedral 2018
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FROM THE EDITOR

the efforts on Don Hughes who has put
together a feature piece for this edition on
one such sapper, the late Allan “Blue” Rantall.
I am also pleased that this edition can also
highlight the herculean efforts of our history
and heritage curator, Mel Constable, who has
done amazing work to catalogue and display
our heritage collection and to record the
history of sappers in Victoria.

Welcome to the end of 2018 edition of Sapper
Summit. The RAE Association—Victoria aims
to produce three editions of Sapper Summit
each year. Unfortunately, a combination of
external events combined to make it
impossible to publish the 2018 mid year
edition.
2018 has been another very active year for the
Association, This edition of Sapper Summit
will highlight the Association’s many and
varied activities over the last twelve months.
The magazine has the promotion of the work
of the serving sappers in 22 Engineer
Regiment as a major priority and I am glad
that in this edition, we can again cover their
outstanding work.

The Association is fortunate to have a
dedicated and energized committee that
continues to provide members with a range of
commemorative, social and historical events
throughout the year. I thank them for their
dedication to the sapper community and for
their support in the production of this
magazine as well as our online platforms.
I hope you enjoy this edition of Sapper
Summit.
Graeme Lambert Editor.

Whilst we have had many highlights in 2018
we are also saddened by the loss of so many
outstanding
sappers
and
Association
members. At this time, I must pay tribute to
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If such circumstances occurred today with a
population of 25 million, the equivalent death
toll would be 316,000.
There were another 155,133 men wounded
including those gassed and crippled by “shell
shock”. Another 15,000 suffered from other
illnesses. Today that would equate to almost
867,500 wounded and sick. The dead, the
maimed and infirm, in today’s Australia would
equal almost 1.2 million people or about 1 in
20 of all Australians.

Interactive displays, maps, audio visual stories
and a 360’ multi media presentation of the
events of 1918 bring this museum alive and
gives visitors a real sense of the combat and
the people involved in the actions that blunted
the German advance across norther France in
1918.
Above all, the impact of the museum is
intensified by its location. Not only is it on the
WW1 Battlefield but it shares its location with
the graves of those Australians who fell at
Villers Bretonneux.

SIR JOHN MONASH CENTRE
In the winter 2018 edition of VETAFFAIRS, DVA
reported on the opening of the Sir John
Monash Centre at Villers Bretonneux. In the
report, the centre was described as “moving”,
“transformational” and “an absolutely
incredible experience”. Visitors to the centre
said, “It’s a museum that is built the way
museums should be built in the 21st century.
It’s an incredibly emotional experience as
well.”

The bullet marks in the monuments provide a
grim reminder of the tragedy that again befell
the area when Nazi forces invaded France in
1940.

You will not regret making the effort to travel
to Villers Bretonneux to visit the Sir John
Monash Centre. It is a wonderful tribute to
the ANZACs. For more information, visit,
www.sjmc.gov.au

Another visitor is reported to have said, “I
spent the day in the new centre and its an
absolutely incredible experience, very unique
and interactive-it made it very real.”
The Sir John Monash Centre is located on the
site of the Australian War Cemetery outside
Villers Bretonneux near the historical French
city of Amiens.
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REMEMBERING THE SAPPERS

members of the Combined Operations
Pilotage Parties, which covertly reconnoitred
the invasion beaches, using Swimmer
Canoeists from midget submarines. Other
Sappers were hard at work preparing maps of
Normandy, largely from air photography,
assembling the constituent elements of the
Mulberry Harbour and controlling the
movement of the assembling invasion forces.
In the early hours of D-Day, parachute and
gliderborne Engineer units landed with the
airborne troops to remove demolition charges
from bridges and to create obstacles to
protect the flanks. Assault Engineer units were
in the first waves landing on beaches
equipped with a variety of specialist tanks for
clearing mines, crossing gaps, laying tracks
across soft ground and demolishing
strongpoints. Other Sapper field and
mechanical equipment used opened up routes
to allow the invading Forces to advance
inland. Beach obstacles were cleared by
assault demolition teams and bomb disposal
sections made safe unexploded ordnance
throughout the bridgehead.
The first Mulberry Harbour elements arrived
at Arromanches on D+1 and the harbour was
operating by D+9. Port construction and
floating equipment companies assembled the
harbour and kept it operating despite the
disastrous storm of 19-23 June. Some 39,000
vehicles and 220,000 men were brought
ashore through he Mulberry Harbour by the
end of 1944, without which the armies could
not have been sustained.
As the bridgehead expanded mush engineer
work was required to open and maintain
routes through the shattered villages. Other
Sapper units drilled wells to supply water or
assembled and operated fuel pipelines and
pumping stations. Camouflage units helped to
create deception and Railway and inland
water companies started to bring transport
facilities in Normandy back into operation.

Standing high above the ruins of a Mulberry
Harbour on the Normandy coast stands a
memorial unlike most others.
Most
commemorate the forces that invaded the
Normandy Coast on D-Day 1944. This one
singles out those special soldiers, the sappers
of the Royal Engineers.

The inscription on the monument, re-printed
below, is worth reading and reflection.
THE ROYAL ENGINEERS CONTIBUTION TO THE
INVASION
The diverse roles of the Royal Engineers – also
known as the Sappers, were put to the test in
the invasion and subsequent break-out from
Normandy. Few operations would have been
possible without extensive Royal Engineer
support.
In the Preparation Phase, Sappers were key
9

Airfield construction groups built landing
grounds to enable RAF aircraft to be refuelled
and rearmed without returning to England.
The first of these was in use by D+3.
With the breakout from the bridgehead,
Sappers continued to operate throughout the
theatre, from bridging and mine clearance
operations in the front line to a host of
support activities in the rear, not least
important for the maintenance of morale was
the delivery and collection of mail through
field post offices. Thus, Sappers continued in
their traditional role of helping the army to
live, to move and to fight.
As operations expanded there were no less
than 87,000 Royal Engineers in France and the
Low Countries by the end of 1944. All this was
not achieved without casualties and 518 Royal
Engineer Officers and 5949 Soldiers were
killed in North West Europe between D Day
and VE Day .

Clockwise:
Royal Engineers Armoured Vehicle
Juno Beach Normandy.
Royal Engineers Memorial -RAE
Association Victoria “Lest We
Forget”
Memorial to US Sappers Omaha
Beach Normandy.
Royal Engineers Association
tribute, Gold Beach Normandy.
Graeme Lambert: Editor
10

AUSTRALIAN ENGINEER CONCERTS IN BRIGHTLINGSEA UK 1916-19
100 years ago on the 28th of April this year a concert was held at the Empire Theatre for the men
based at the Australian Engineer Training Depot in Brightlingsea UK which was the only base on
the East coast of England for training Anzac troops for the First World War.
At the base they learned bridge-building and trench-digging in the soft mud and tidal creeks that
made the area such a perfect training ground for the conditions they were likely to encounter on
the Western Front.
“The Australians stayed the longest and had the
biggest impact. They came here because in this
part of Essex, the terrain was considered
compatible with some parts of the frontline.
They were not frontline soldiers but behind-thelines men, although they often ended up in the
line of fire.”
A small British military training depot was set up
in the town at the start of the war but it wasn’t
until the Australian Engineers Training Depot was
established in 1916 that things really began to
change. The men were camped under canvas in
the fields but as it was so cold the locals took
them in and boarded them. As everyone was
living in these close quarters it was inevitable
that another generation was to be born and a lot
of men stayed after the war and married. Their
descendants still return on a pilgrimage to
remember their ancestors.
Some Australians were battle-hardened troops,
often from Gallipoli, acting as instructors and
some were brand new recruits but all were
volunteers. At the end of the course, the men
were deployed on active service overseas and
more Anzacs arrived to be trained.
One of the performers at the concert was Miss
Alice Wyatt, who, for a time was part of a duo with Myra Hammon
called the “Shadow Girls” and together with 10 other ladies and 2
gentlemen regularly entertained the Australian Engineers in the
Empire Theatre in Brightlinsea.
We have in our collection an Autographed Souvenir of an All
Australian Concert held on 28th April 1918 showing a portrait of
Miss Alice Wyatt to whom it was presented
and signed by “The Diggers”
This item was loaned permanently to the
Association by Gary Edwards and hangs on the
wall in our room at the Oakleigh Barracks

Mel Constable Curator
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up in cupboards or hung on walls in corridors
with little information explaining the
relevance of the items. We plan to relieve
current serving members of this responsibility
and over time improve the management and
relevance of the memorabilia at each of the
unit depots.
This edition of Sapper Summit includes a
report on the development of an RAE History
Trail the use of plaques and markers at sites of
significance to the Corps. These markers will
incorporate the use of QR Code technology,
which enables and speeds up the use of
mobile web services to access to digital
information on the background and stories
associated with each of the sites on the
history trail. A very exciting project that
would benefit from your input.
We have also focused on supporting members
of the Sapper family with the appointment of
an Association Chaplain. Many of you will
know John Raike, a former Sapper Officer,
who has completed his training and is now an
Army Padre. John has agreed to take on the
appointment of the Association Padre for a
three-year term and has already provided us
with valuable advice and assistance in
supporting our Sapper Family.
We have not neglected the need for
opportunities to get together to socialize and
reminisce. Planning is well underway for the
next years Sapper Muster which is planned for
Saturday 16 February 2019. The ANZAC Day
March is another focal event on our calendar
which has lacked an important element, a
central location for a Sapper reunion/get
together. The Association has negotiated a
room/space in the Elephant and Wheelbarrow
(Corner Bourke & Exhibition Streets,
Melbourne) for Sappers to gather after the
March.
Finally it is with a sad heart that I report to
you that we have been notified of the passing
of a number of our ranks:

President’s Column

Season’s greetings to all.
This edition of Sapper Summit highlights just
how busy your committee has been since the
last edition with a great deal of work and
planning undertaken by the heritage and
history team. The Association is in the
processes of finalizing an agreement to accept
the responsibility to manage the 22 Engineer
Regiment’s “History Rooms”.
With the
financial support of the Southern Region Corps
Committee, we had staff from the RAE Corps
(SME) Museum (Craig Clunas and Sebastian
Spencer ) visit to provide advice and guidance
in the development of our plan for
preservation and display of our memorabilia.
Our collection is growing and the standard of
the displays is excellent. The team from the
SME Museum was impressed with the
management of the memorabilia grown from
the base we inherited from the Old Sapper
Association, as you will be the next time you
have the opportunity to visit the Oakleigh
Depot.
Taking on the responsibility for the 22
Engineer Regiment History Rooms provides
the opportunity for the Association to provide
practical assistance to the Regiment. Many of
you will recall the many “Training Hours”
spent stocktaking, valuating, and auditing
“Regimental Property”, much of which ended
12

Alan “Ali” Barbour on 20 Oct 18
Ali lived in Eurobin in country Victoria. An ex
SEC employee he was part of the
Supplementary Reserve (SR) and served for 27
years, discharged from 22nd Construction
Regiment in 1995.
Brian John CHIRGWIN, RFD, ED - 13 Apr 35 16 Aug 18 (aged 83 years)
Brian was a very proud sapper reaching the
rank of Major and was a member of 22nd
Construction Regiment – he was also a
National Serviceman – there is a wonderful
article by Brian on his early military service on
page 140 of Swan Street Sapper
Mardi Davis (5 Jan 49 -25 Sep 18)
Mardi Davis, Jim Davis’ soul mate and great
supporter of Jim’s tireless work for the
Association.
Maxwell Roy LIVINGSTON (Max) (Doc) 22 Sep
40 – 8 Jul 18.
Max was a Vietnam Veteran serving with 3 Fd
Tp (Sep 65 – Apr 66) and wounded during
operation Silver City in Mar 66. July 9, 2018
Peter MAROTTA
Peter Marotta (Spr) served with 4CER (2001 –
2004) passed away yesterday . He served in
plant troop AS A JD933 operator. In his
civilian career included working with Telstra
and in CFA whilst in 4CER. He left 4CER on
joining the MFB, where he worked at Burnley
Fire Station and as a trainer teaching new
firefighters.
Henry George NEW (Harry), MID – 10 Aug
1916 – 11 Sep 2018 (aged 102 years)
Harry was a wonderful man and a very proud
and loyal member of the RAE. He enlisted
into the Army on Friday 06th October 1939
and after medicals etc. reported for duty on
Friday 13th October 1939 (1st Day of the AIF).
He served for the duration of WW II – he was
a member 2/2nd Field Company (6 DIV) rising
to the rank of SSGT and saw action in
Palestine (6th Division together for first time)
Egypt, Syria, Cyrenaica, Greece, Syria/Turkey

border control, Darwin and PNG. In 1945
Harry was on the North Coast of PNG when
armistice was declared. His last operation was
Aitapi to Wewak campaign during which he
was awarded a MID.
Allan RANTALL (Blue) 30 May 45 - 29 Jul 18
Allan was a great Sapper (1966 – 1991), rising
to the rank of CPL and a very proud Vietnam
Veteran (Oct 67 – Jul 68). He was a Tunnel Rat
and served the RAE with devotion and
distinction both here and abroad. He was very
proud he of the wonderful acknowledgement,
that awarded the Unit Citation for Gallantry
for his actions at FSB Coral & Balmoral.
Blue was a great supporter to the sapper
family and a Life Member of both the RAE
Association (Vic) Inc. and Old Sappers
Association
Thomas (Neville) Trevena
A very loyal and skilled Sapper Neville rose to
the rank of WO2 passed away on 05 Oct 2018
in his 81st year of life.
Neville was a man’s man who was not afraid
to get his hands dirty and was prepared to
pitch in, a real community minded man and a
great supporter of the Association.
Koostantinoes William UNMEOPA (Bill). 1944
- 2018
Bill was a Vietnam Veteran and a Tunnel Rat
who served in SVN 1965 – 1966 with 3 Tp (1st
Fd Sqn) but more importantly he was an RAE
man through and through.
Lest we Forget
Ubique
Bill van Ree
President
RAE
AssociationVictoria

13

RESERVE FORCES DAY 01st JULY 2018

ASM for the RAE.
The RAE Banner was carried by Carl Seccull
and Athanasios (Porpy) Porporis whilst the
Engineer Standard was carried by Tony
Jackson.
As mentioned, I feel that the RAE was one of
the largest of the groups there and everyone
did themselves and the Corps proud, not only
by their attendance, but also by dress, bearing
and drill. This year the organisers
remembered that we are not getting any
younger and kept formalities short. Even we
older Sappers who have not been on a Parade
Ground for many years managed to keep in
step and upright!

The annual RFD was conducted at the Shrine
on a clear, cool, crisp Melbourne winter’s day
– this was a special RFD as it is to be the last
one to be conducted. There are a number of
reasons
for
this
decision
including
organizational
issues
and
declining
th
participation. This was the 20 RFD march and
also celebrates 77 years since the
commencement of the Citizens Military Forces
(CMF).
The RAE contingent comprised RAE
Association, Woodies and Old Sappers
Association along with several other people
which enabled the Engineer contingent to
have about 75 – 80 people on parade with a
good number of family, friends and associates
supporting us from the viewing tents.
Numbers were certainly much stronger than
last year with the result that we would have
been the biggest group marching. It would
have been great to have more serving
members from the Regiment amongst us.
President of the RAE Association (LTCOL Bill
Van Ree) led the RAE contingent along with
the Vice President (Ted Boltong). WO1 Fiona
Ince once again did us proud by acting as the

Members of the RAE contingent came from far
and wide with many travelling long distances
to be there for the day – this was particularly
evident with the Woodies who make such a
strong effort to be there irrespective of the
weather conditions. One sad aspect was that
after returning home after lunch at the
Emerald Brian (Blue) Bettles, who travelled
down from Wangaratta and carried the
Woodies Banner, had a heart attack and was
14

transported to Melbourne for treatment – I
am pleased to advise that he is home and well
on the way to recovery.
Reserve Forces Day 2018 commemorates the
battles of the Western Front many of which
were fought under the command of MAJGEN
John Monash himself a CMF soldier.
Reviewing Officer was Major General Jeffrey
Rosenfeld, AC, OBE, KStJ (Retd).
Upon completion of formalities a majority of
the group headed off to Emerald Hotel in
South Melbourne which has been the regular
after the march meeting place for many years
and provides great food. In all there were
about 60 in attendance including many
partners, family and friends and it gave people
the opportunity to catch up and spin a yarn or
two.

RAE Association Banner above and RAE
Standard on parade Reserve Forces Day 2018

Another sad factor was that since the 2017
the wonderful MC in Mr Don Kinsey who has
acted in this capacity for most of the parades
passed away – his replacement is LTCOL Ian
Smith (Retd) who completed the role to a
wonderfully high standard.
Jim Davis
Secretary
RAE Association
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July also saw us celebrate the 150th Corps
Birthday at the Ringwood Depot. It was
fabulous to have the Corps RSM WO1 Steve
De Tullio and members of the RAE Association
come and join 22 ER for this celebration. A
great night was had by all.

From The Regiment

We conducted EX SPUR PARAPET in August,
this was a force protection weekend
conducted at Oakleigh Barracks. The soldiers
from 8 and 10 CES developed protective
measures for the barracks.

CO 22 Engineer Regiment

September was an extremely busy month with
members from 22ER and 3 FD SQN attending
a 1 CER exercise in South Australia for 9 days.
Soldiers had the opportunity to work closely
with 1 CER. We will work with 1 CER at EX
TALISMAN SABRE in July 2019. Some gained
qualifications on the new water purification
system and learned new route clearance
procedures. We also had two Regimental
training weekends in September covering
route search and a 4 day plant and
construction activity at our compound at
Puckapunyal.

LTCOL Sharon Coates

A lot has happened at the Regiment since my
last column in May 2018. The year continues
to fly by. The soldiers and officers have been
extremely busy. I’ll do my best to give you an
overview of all that we have achieved since
May.

The tempo did not slow down any in October.
105 Const Sqn ran a very successful plant
course over 17 days getting members from
both 22ER and 3FD qualified on excavators,
backhoes and skid steer loaders. We had a
visiting instructor from 2 CER, who did find
our weather a little cold, however did a
fantastic job working with the instructors from
3FD SQN and 22ER to qualify 12 members
from both 22 ER and 3 FD SQN. 105 Const
SQN also commenced works on our new
multipurpose building at Puckapunyal. 8 and
10 CES ran a training weekend covering basic

In June we had a very successful range
weekend at Puckapunyal with a number of
different ranges being run and a pistol course
being completed. We were blessed with the
weather for the weekend which resulted in
some excellent shooting scores being
achieved.
In July we did combined arms training with 5/6
RVR at RAAF BASE POINT COOK. This was a
great opportunity for the soldiers and officers
to see how engineers provide support and
guidance to the infantry for search and
building clearance.
We also had the
opportunity to practice minefield clearance
drills at RAAF BASE LAVERTON, using an
improvised mine field set up by 5/6 RVR.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS
FOUNDATION
For information about the Foundation and news
of events and projects, visit the Foundation’s
web site or click this link:
www.raefoundation.org.au
16

engineer skills, where soldiers refreshed their
skills on hand tools, field machines and sand
bagging etc.

Thank you to the Soldiers and Officers of 22 ER
who have made 2018 a very successful year. I
wish everyone a safe, happy, relaxing and
enjoyable Christmas and New Year.

In November we had a number of successful
activities, including a second range practice
weekend at Puckapunyal. Again we were
blessed with great weather and again we saw
a number of good shooting results. Plant
Troop was busy providing support Worawa
Aboriginal College, building a path for the
History Walk that will be completed by the
College. This will detail some of the significant
Indigenous leaders of Victoria.

UBIQUE
Sharon Coates

22ER in the Valley
As the Troop Commander of 6 Troop as part
of, 10CES, 22ER, I have the honour of being
the Officer in Charge of the Newborough
depot and the current Sappers of the La Trobe
Valley. The Valley, has seen a lot change and
activity over the past few years. The men and
women of Newborough were known in recent
times for their Forestry skills, with the
capability to safely clear trees of all sizes in all
conditions. This was most prominently
displayed during the Black Saturday bush fires
in 2009, as well as the professional conduct
within the coops up at the town of Shelly
Victoria, where the troops from Newborough
were the primary force in the reconnaissance,
felling, milling and reforestation of trees to
assist with the reconstruction of the High
Country Rail Trail in the area.
The past 10 years has seen a lot of change
Army wide, including for 22ER, with the focus
moving back to the combat engineer (CE) role
for Newborough. As with any change this was
the catalyst for endings and new beginnings,
and resulted in a turnover of personnel and a
new generation soldiers coming in to focus on
the CE skills. In all these changes the pride and
comradeship still remains, as well as a longing
for forestry tasks, which is bought on by the
rural environment and the troop’s love of all
things wooden!
Although a small troop, 2017-2018 was an
incredibly busy time for the Sappers at
Newborough and time after time they proved
their dedication to the Regiment, Army and

We also had a number of social events in
November with the Regiment Family Day on
the 17 November. This was well supported by
the RAE Association and a number of other
groups – 4/19 PWLH, Defence Health, Defence
Bank and Maverick ‘n Goose. It was wonderful
to meet a number of the families of the
members of the Regiment. Without their
support, we could not achieve what we do.
We also held a very successful dinning-in
dinner at the Ringwood RSL where sadly we
farewelled a number of Regiments members
who are being posted out of 22ER or retiring
from the Army. Again I wish them well for
their future postings and the next phases of
their lives. I ask that they keep in touch with
the unit via the RAE Association events that
happen throughout the year. The RAE
Association’s Christmas drinks and nibbles
event was held on the 23 November here at
Ringwood. I very much enjoyed catching up
with past members of the Regiment.
As the year draws to an end we have a few
more activities to support before we go on to
Christmas stand down.
I look forward to updating the Sapper
Community on future 22 ER events in 2019,
when again, it will be busy year attending
numerous training exercises, as well as
running our own training and courses.
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the local community. What follows is a brief
overview of some of the key activities over the
last year.
6TP is currently going through a rebuilding
phase, with the support of the Regiment,
4BDE and Defence Force Recruiting (DFR), the
Troop over the past several months has been
attending a range of recruiting activities
around the West Gippsland region. In late
2017 6TP setup a stand at the Federation
University open day in Churchill. The troops
spoke to a large range of Federation
University students (and some staff!) about
the benefits of the Army Reserve and about
the Engineer activities at Newborough.

including trips to Wonthaggi, Leongatha,
Traralgon and Warragul, with support from

CPL Place presenting at Leongatha RSL.

6TP soldiers. During these presentations the
NCO’s present were invited to speak about life
in the Army Reserve and introduce those
present to their local Army Reserve depot at
Newborough and the Engineer role that they
carry out. CPL Place also attended DFR sessions
at local high schools within the region and
spread the Army Reserve and RAE word.
These recruiting activities are slowly starting to
see new potential engineers coming into 22ER
at 6TP Newborough. Along with future
recruiting activities coming up at Lardner Park
and at the 2018.
6TP also hosted a “Dining Night” at the end of
2017. The night provided many wonderful
opportunities for lots of reminiscing and
catching up with old friends, but also for the
members of 6TP to display their dedication,

Above: FedUni Open Day

6TP has also been working with DFR during
their Tri-Service recruitment sessions
throughout
the
Gippsland
region.
Presentations were given by members from
DFR at local RSL’s within West Gippsland,
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One of the most important things for the
soldiers of Newborough over many years, has
been the support they provide to the local
community within the La Trobe Valley region.
When the requests come from the local RSL’s
and soldier support groups, they are always
ready to take up the call and support these
organisations with their activities and
commemorations. In the past year the troop
has supported the Longwarry Long Tan Day
service, the Moe RSL’s Remembrance Day
ceremony, and of course the traditional
ANZAC Day services, which sees a call on all 6
TP members to journey to over seven services
across the morning, supporting the local RSL’s
and community. Along with supplying a
catafalque party for the service the troops

professionalism and skills. In preparation for
the night they constructed a NEB (Non
Equipment Bridge), made from timber that
had been harvested and milled by the troop,
which stretched across the parade ground.
The building inside and out was adorned with
some fancy chainsaw displays which
underlined the Newborough connection and
history with forestry, as well as some more
traditional RAE displays throughout the
grounds between the YAARC mess and the
Dining Room. The Dining Room, which in its
normal state is the main lecture room, was
entered thru a camouflaged lit tunnel ending
in a display dedicated to Sapper’s forestry
capabilities. The dining room was set up for
the traditional Engineer dinner in the shape of
the lazy “E”.
great night was had by all with a good mix of
the new and not so new Sappers who had
been part of the history of Newborough, and
included special guest and members of the
RAE association who travelled great distances
to be part of the night. The night was also an
opportunity to acknowledge members who
had recently retired their careers including the
presentation of the Silver Sapper award to CPL
Travis McIness for over 20 years’ service to the
Royal Australian Engineers.
A

Above: Vietnam Veterans’ Day

Above: Some sappers who have been through the “Newborough experience”.
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Above: Moe RSL Remembrance Day Service

from Newborough are also seen leading the
parades around Newborough, Moe, Morwell
and Yinaar. It makes for a busy day but with
great reward when the soldiers and the
Regiment receive the thanks and admiration of
the members of the local community and
especially the veterans present.

Above: Yinnar Veterans’ March ANZAC Day

Above: Moe RSL ANZAC Dawn Service
Right: Morwell RSL ANZAC Day Service
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The commitment of the troop doesn’t end
there, each 22ER training weekend the
soldiers from Newborough are always very
well represented considering our numbers.
They pile into the bus, Hilux and/or Mog to
make the three and a half hour journey to
Puckapunyal to participate in training to
utilise and enhance their engineer skills and
knowledge.

in the La Trobe Valley Area.
I intend this to be the first of regular
contributions to the Sapper Summit, to
highlight the great work going on out in the
Valley, and keep our footprint out here in the
forefront of every Sappers mind past and
present, in order to help raise our profile, and
aid with the recruitment of future Sappers in
the Valley.

Above: EX SPUR HAYRICK demolitions weekend

Above: EX SPUR RETICLE Live Fire & Battle Shooting

Below: EX SPUR WINTHROP Route and Area Search
skills to the test.

Welcome to Sapper Summit. It is wonderful
to have the La Trobe Valley sappers on board.
I’m sure all of our readers are looking forward
to learning more about your soldiers, the
commitment they make and they
achievements they make as part of 22 ER
Editor

4 Troop. 10 Combat Engineer Squadron
2018 has been a very busy year for 4TP,
10CES. In preparation for the Readying and
Ready years, 4TP has strongly been focused on
increasing the capability and experience
within the Troop. This has seen many
members of 4TP commit to 22ER REGT
training, 4BDE and JACKA ENGR SQN training
and also training exercises with and in support
of 1CER.
The lessons learnt from this training
throughout 2018 have included exposure to
Combat Shooting principles, which is a new

Although displaced from the rest of our call
sign by a large distance, and the necessity
often to travel many hours to participate in
Regimental exercises and activities, the troops
happily do it for the love of being a Sapper
and their army family.
As I outlined earlier 6TP is going through a
rebuilding phase, and although recruitment is
starting to bring in new faces and characters
to the team, we need the Valley family to
grow, to ensure it remains viable and to
further develop our 22ER’s engineer capability
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mindset for many reservists with the REGT.
This has been welcomed well amongst the
soldiers who have been excited by the modern
approach to warfighting and the tactics
around it. Furthermore, Sappers within the
Troop have conducted Search, Demolitions
training and been able to demonstrate these
skills with Infantry Platoons at EX JACKA
CRAWL (4BDE and BG JACKA Exercise in May
2018) which saw SECT COMDs and sappers
attached to Infantry Sections. This was
invaluable and the soldiers of 5/6 RVR and
8/7RVR spoke very highly of the quality of
Sappers that were provided on that exercise.
In September this year members from 4TP and
the rest of the REGT were involved in EX
Predator Run with 1BDE in Cultana Training
Area, South Australia. The ARA exercise saw
reserve members from 22ER and 3FLD SQN
(SA RAE unit) combine to field a TP in support
of 1CER. During this exercise CPL Radziszewski
from 4TP was heavily involved in a Search
Training package with ARA search specialists.
During the exercise, he and others were able
to train using the complete Route Clearance
Package, which included specialist vehicles,
Explosive Detector Dog Teams and
dismounted search teams. The exercise also
included training on the Water Point
Distribution System and exposure to CBRND
and Air Mobile Transport training.
Finally, 4TP has provided a significant amount
of time in support of training and exercises
within the BDE and DIV. Special mention to
SPRs Hamilton, Dickson, Kutey, Coppa and PTE
Givan for their efforts this year.
On a personal level, 4TP has also welcomed 3
babies into the world. CPL Grayling, LCPL
Haberecht and SPR Dunn and their partners all
celebrated the births of their children,
congratulations to them.
2019 is fast approaching, and 4TP will continue
to drive towards the Ready year in JULY 2019.
Our goal is firstly to all attend EX Talisman

Sabre in Shoal Water Bay Training Area
(Rockhampton) in support of 1CER and also
BG JACKA. The future is bright, and with the
good momentum 4TP has currently, 2019 will
build on the excellent efforts of 2018. Well
done to the 4TP Sappers.

22ER Plant Course & EX SPUR GABION
Summary:
CAPT Alex Kocovski & LT John Alekoz
22 ER’s 105 Construction Squadron conducted
the Civil Construction Plant Course (CCPC)
from 12 - 28 OCT 18 at Puckapunyal Military
Area (PMA). The course provided 11 students
with the opportunity to obtain proficiencies in
various machine groups including front-end
loader backhoe, excavator and skid-steer
loader. SGT Geoffrey Smith (Supervisor Civil)
worked tirelessly to ensure the course was run
to its maximum efficiency, ensuring that
instructors and students took the opportunity
to develop and enhance their proficiency
through the conduct of theory based learning
and live tasks. 3FD SQN could reinforce their
capability as the SQN participated in the
course through the provision of their own
instructors and students. SME and 2CER
provided support which was fundamental to
the success of the course.
105 CS concurrently ran their annual
construction training EX SPUR GABION over
the period 19 – 28 OCT 18 at the PMA.
Construction of a Squadron Multipurpose
Facility building, designed by 203 Works,
commenced within the engineer compound.
Footings were prepared, concrete slab poured
and services trenches constructed, all
overseen by Works Supervisors and CONSTO
from 203 Wks.
Overall it has been a busy time for all
members of 105 CS including members of 203
Wks, with many members deploying across
the globe in various positions and roles:
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LT Peter Kwitko has recently returned from
the remote township of Yalata in SA
supporting 17 CS as a Works Officer,
constructing
a
seal
roadway,
an
accommodation building and various tasks of
opportunities within the township.
The whole SQN, and especially members of
203 Wks are looking forward to the imminent
return of WO1 Aaron (Nev) Watts from the
Middle East where he has been for 7 months

Above and Below:
Members of 105 CS’ Construction TP preparing for
the concrete pour as part of the slab construction.
Members of 105 CS’ Construction TP preparing for
the concrete pour as part of the slab construction.

working as part of a Project Management
team.
Another recent return has been WO1 Neil
Christie from Wewak and Port Moresby in
PNG in support of 19 CE Wks.
CPL Scott White is currently on deployment in
Baghdad as the CPL Electrician upgrading the
electrical works on an administration building.
CPL White has also been employed on several
electrical repair and maintenance projects
within the AO.
The SQN also welcomes the return of SPR
Adam Hobley from East Timor where he was
in support of 1 CER and SPR Bryce Frattin from
PNG where he was supporting 21 CS.
OC 105 CS, CAPT Noel Tipton, who has
recently taken over command from MAJ
Russell Collins, welcomes back all members of
the squadron, wishes all those marching out
on postings or retiring best of luck in their
future endeavours and the wider RAE
community a safe and festive season.

The Patron and President of the RAE Association
Victoria extend their best wishes for the festive
season to all members of 22ER and thank them
for their service throughout 2018. Enjoy you well
earned stand down period and for those on
deployment, stay safe whilst you continue to do the Corps and
the Nation proud.
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Students partaking in the Plant Course learning the basics of the various types of army plant equipment
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22ER Worawa Aboriginal College
Project:
LT John Alekoz
Elements of 22 ER’s 105 Construction
Squadron with the support of a number of
Worawa College staff constructed a Memorial
History Walk over the period 10 – 11 Nov 18
at Worawa Aboriginal College, in Healesville
VIC. The college is a private boarding school,
home to over 70 students, providing a holistic
education for young Aboriginal women from
years 7-12. Students come from Aboriginal
communities in urban, regional and remote
Australia.
The project called for the design and
installation of a History Walk to
commemorate the achievements of Aboriginal
Leaders through a visual representation of
memorial poles to honour a number of

Victorian Aboriginal Leaders. Individuals
identified have been selected on the basis of
their outstanding commitment to the
betterment of Aboriginal society.
22ER works comprised the installation of the
memorial poles, earthworks, construction of
the memorial walk and associated garden
beds. All members embraced the concept of
the Memorial History Walk and its importance
to the Aboriginal community.

Issue 99 Podcast

WAR CORRESPONDENT CHARLES BEAN AND THE ANZACS
It’s one hundred years since the guns fell silent on the western front
and one hundred years since the first ANZACS. The legend of ANZAC
has a powerful place in our national identity. Largely due to the work of

Charles Bean, our first official war correspondent. He lived and worked
alongside Australian soldiers for the entire war and then devoted his
life to telling their story. Charles Bean wrote, and edited, the official
history and campaigned for the creation of a national war memorial. The Real Charles Bean: a
symposium hosted by the C.E.W. Bean Foundation. Recorded 30 August 2018

https://radio.abc.net.au/programitem/pelQRGOamL?
play=true
Click the above link to listen to this thought provoking and
contemporary podcast.
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Editor’s Note:
Podcasts listed in Sapper Summit do not promote the
views or opinions of the RAE Association Victoria Inc.
Podcast are included to provide readers with material
of historical, strategic or military related interest.
(Editor)

22nd ENGINEER REGIMENT SAPPERS
DINNER AND FAREWELLS – 17
NOVEMBER 2018

course is the symbol of her position as RSM –
we wish her all the best and truly hope that
she will return to the RAE stream this posting.

The Regiment held its end of year all ranks
dinner on Saturday 17th December 2018 at
Ringwood RSL which was hosted by the
Regimental Sergeant Major WO1 Justin Jones
as the Dining President with CPL Daniel
Davidson as Dining Vice President (Mr Vice)
The purpose of the function was not only as a
farewell dinner for those members leaving the
Regiment but also to introduce the junior
ranks to the protocols associated with formal
dinners.
There are 12 members of the Regiment’s full
time staff (Cadre staff) leaving so there are too
many to mention but a couple worthy of note
are;
Major Paul Nowak (OPSO) retiring,
Major Dave Bergman (XO) – Puckapunyal
(AKG)
SGT Tony Meyers (Chief Clerk) – retiring
(becoming an APS at MUR)
Mr David (Jock) Colligan (APS Logman) –
moving to Queensland.

Above: LTCOL Sharon Coates (CO), WO1 Justin Jones
(RSM) and WO1 Fiona Ince (RSM AAC elect)

There were a number of other presentations
which include a Long Service Medal for Daniel
Bush and a third clasp to WO2 Rob Emerson –
both of these awards take a lot of dedication
to earn but what a wonderful feeling it is
when you are presented with the award.

Those members on posting or leaving were
presented with a lovely glass tankard
engraved with their name and Regiments
emblem – something outside the standard
plaque.
Another very important presentation was to
WO1 Fiona Ince who has been posted to the
AAC as the Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM)
for the Victorian Division – WO1 Jones
presented Fiona with her Pace Stick which of

Above: WO2 Rob Emerson being presented with his 3rd
clasp.
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It was a great night with about 70 people in
attendance and one that I am so very pleased
I could participate in as it gives a chance to
catch up with serving members of the
Regiment. I am very thankful to the CO and
RSM for inviting me along and can only hope
that it will not be the last.

Above: SGT Kevin Davies who is leaving to attend
language school farewelled by MAJ Paul Novak.

There were a number of supporters who
provided prizes for the evening including the
SRCC (COL Murray) and Daniel Davidson
certainly provided an entertaining segment to
the evening with drawing of the raffles.
The RSL certainly provided a great venue for
the function along with a meal that I am sure
nobody could have complained about and the
RSL needs to be complimented on this aspect.
It shows that venues outside of depots/
military premises can adequately cover the
requirements for formal dinners and should
not be discounted.
Jim Davis
Secretary
24th November 2018

22 ER Sappers’ Dinner 2018
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the TRGWO – also there was Peter Stanek a
previous RSM of the Regiment.
The meal was prepared by Stephen Davis, his
family and with assistance from others like
Marg Handte and can I say here and now
what a wonderful meal it was with ample of
everything – all I can say is if anyone went
away hungry or did not like the variety of food
they are very hard to please.
Whilst there were many wonderful people in
attendance and each and every one deserves
a mention I am going to single out Allan (Blue)
Rantall a Vietnam Veteran (Tunnel Rat) who
recently travelled to Canberra to be awarded
a Unit Citation (long overdue) for his
participation
in
FSB Balmoral – we are all very proud of Allan
and his contribution and his never ending
support to the RAE but more importantly to
veterans.

Like all birthday parties there was a big cake just
waiting to be cut and eaten and this was duly done
with the CO LTCOL Sharon Coates inviting
WO1 Steve Di Tullio (Corps RSM) and Jim Davis to
assist her with this task.

children also there were of course the retired
contingent. To entertain the children there
was face painting and a balloonogatic whilst
for the adults a bar, familiar old faces, warm
fires and great food.

22 ENGINEER REGIMENT – RAE CORPS
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

The CO took the opportunity of promoting LT Christian
Chessman (ADJT) to CAPT with his lovely wife invited to
fix his new slide – Congratulations Christian.

Special guest for the night was the RAE Corps
RSM in WO1 Steve Di Tullio (Ditto) who at one
time in his career was posted to 4 CER as the
TRGWO – also there was Peter Stanek a
previous RSM of the Regiment.
The meal was prepared by Stephen Davis, his
family and with assistance from others like
Marg Handte and can I say here and now what
a wonderful meal it was with ample of
everything – all I can say is if anyone went
away hungry or did not like the variety of food
they are very hard to please.

At the instigation of the Regiment’s RSM
(WO1 Justin Jones) it was decided to hold a
family evening to commemorate the Corps
birthday and accordingly on 06th July 2018
approximately 150 – 170 people gathered in
the Drill Hall at the Ringwood Depot to enjoy
the night and the celebrations.
Amongst the gathering there was a good
sprinkling of serving members, families, and

Whilst there were many wonderful people in
attendance and each and every one deserves a
mention I am going to single out Allan (Blue)
Rantall a Vietnam Veteran (Tunnel Rat) who
recently travelled to Canberra to be awarded a
Unit Citation (long overdue) for his
participation in FSB Balmoral – we are all very
proud of Allan and his contribution and his
never ending support to the RAE but more
importantly to veterans.
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I have had nothing but positive feedback from
the RAE Association membership regarding
this function which was so very well supported
and with everyone keen to see the night
become a regular event on the social calendar.
Again thanks must be given to the CO, RSM
and staff for their initiative in conducting this
function which we certainly hope will not be
the last. We appreciate that a lot of work and
effort was put into the function by the Cadre
staff (particularly Stephen Davis) which
obviously impacts on their daily duties but you
have to weigh this negative up against all the
positives. Easy for all of us to turn up and
enjoy the evening.

Friday night it was the Sir Clive Steele lecture
and then this evening a Soldiers Dinner is to
be held at the Ringwood RSL.
The day was not only an opportunity for the
Regiment to say thank you to its sappers but
also allowed family and friends to come along
and see some of the equipment used. It was
also an opportunity for promotions and
awards.

Formalities were kept to a minimum which
allowed people to freely mix and enjoy the
company, food and entertainment in such
familiar surroundings.
COLCOMDT RAE STHN REGION Bruce Murray and Don
Hughes

Jim Davis
Secretary
RAE Association

There were a number of sponsors who
supported the day which allowed for many
attractions to be provided for the children.
These included a jumping castle and face
painting. There were also a number of stands
provided by the Regiment with the most
popular being the weapons and mine labs.

Note:
This article was written immediately after the
event and was intended for the mid year
edition of Sapper Summit. Please see the
feature tribute to Allan “Blue” Rantall in this
edition of Sapper Summit. Editor

22nd ENGINEER REGIMENT FAMILY DAY
– 17 NOVEMBER 2018
The Regiment held its annual family day on
Saturday 17th December 2018 at Oakleigh
Barracks which was hosted by the
Commanding Officer of the 22nd Engineer
Regiment – LTCOL Sharon Coates. This year an
invitation was extended to all members of the
RAE Association – in previous years it was
restricted to just the committee.

RAE Association Committee Members and chefs Peter
Washusen, Eric Howatt and Duncan Howarth

The weather was great which certainly added
to the event as most activities were held
outside. This activity was the culmination of a
very busy time for the Regiment as on the

The RAE Association (Vic) Inc. also contributed
to the day with a BBQ sausage sizzle which
was manned by Tony Jackson, Bruce Murray,
Peter Washusen, Jock Howatt, Michael Potts,
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however 2 of the award recipients were
unavailable so it has been decided to present
these awards at 1st opportunity in 2019.

Don Hughes (and Zeus) and Duncan Howarth
– Jim Davis also assisted when not taking
photos. The ever reliable Marg Handte looked
after sales of merchandise while our
wonderful Curator in Mel Constable opened
the Engineer Room (previously the Old
Sappers Rooms) to allow people to view the
memorabilia held there. Mel has done a
wonderful job documenting and restoring
much of the memorabilia and he must be
complemented on his outstanding work.

There was one Regimental award and that
was to;
CPL Brett Grayling- 22 ER Soldiers Medallion
for Exemplary Service
Some very special guests of the Regiment
were a group of young indigenous ladies from
the Worawa Aboriginal School at Healesville
who certainly appeared to enjoy themselves
and the day – it was great to see this
relationship between the girls and the

Normally at this event the Association also
presents its annual awards to those members
of the Regiment selected as being outstanding
members of the Regiment during 2018
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Regiment flourishing.

Above: Margaret Handte and Joanne Howatt

LTCOL Coates addressed those in attendance
and gave a brief update on developments and
future plans within the Regiment. She thanked
the families for their support to the Regiment
for allowing members to attend and
commitment to numerous activities which
took them away from home and families.
Above: WO1 Justin Jones and some Worawa ladies
visiting 22 ER

Jim Davis
Secretary
24th November 2018

Left and Above: 22 ER soldiers with visitors to the
Regiment.
Below: RAE Association Mascot, Zeus, making new
friends at the Family Day.
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was a member of the Old Sappers
Association before joining the RAE
Association (Vic) Inc.

Sapper Profiles

As a Commercial and Domestic Builder, I am
now semi-retired with all three of my
children now continuing to run the family
company, Melcon Building Services P/L. and
together with my wife Robyn we enjoy,
amongst many other things, travelling
around Australia in our off-road caravan.

Name; Mel Constable

Rank; Corporal
Awards; ADM ANSM

I have been Commercial Forester in Yarra
Junction, a Scout and Leader, SES Rescue/
Administrator also have been on a number
of committees and a board member at the
Donwood Nursing Home in Croydon and
have recently published a 450 page 300 year
history of my family.
It a privilege to be given the opportunity to
manage the History and Heritage Collection
and hopefully we can build it into a
Combined Victorian Engineer Collection that
everyone can be proud of and be involved
in, as displays will be set up in the different
depots to show their units collections. The
catalogue of all the items listed so far are
available for viewing on our Web Page
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/history-andheritage.php

I enlisted in the CMF (Army Reserve) in August
1967 to RAE 3 Div, 10 Field Squadron at
Ringwood. My number did not come up in the
ballot for the National Service Draw in
September 1969, but I stayed on anyway until
October 1972, when I was discharged from
the unit at my own request to spend more
time with the family.

Mel Constable

I rejoined again at Ringwood, this time to 7
FER 10 Field Squadron in April 1975 until
finally, and again at my own request, leaving
the unit in November 1978 after serving a
total of 8 years and 9 months.

Mel is a Committee Member of the RAE
Association—Victoria. He is our curator and
in charge of managing our memorabilia. He
also drives many of our historical and
heritage initiatives to ensure the Victorian
sapper story remains alive and well.
Readers will see reference to much of the
work Mel does for our Association in this
edition of Sapper Summit.
We now have a dedicated History and
Heritage page on our web site. It is a
testament to the work Mel continues to do
for the benefit of all who serve and have
served to RAE in Victoria.. Editor

I had a great time whilst I was there and was
rewarded by being appointed the President of
the OR’s Mess Committee in 1977-1978
I was part of a group of old Sappers who got
together to start the first official Royal
Australian Engineers Association in 1977 with
Maj. General Ken D. Green as our Patron. I
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The Royal Australian Engineers
Association Heritage Room at Oakleigh
Depot

Some action was imperative regarding the
assets left by the Combined Sergeants Mess at
the Swan Street Depot. By telephone from
Seymour Camp, the Mess President, WO W.
Clarke and the Secretary, Sgt M. Beck
requested A. Carlyle, President of the Old
Sappers Association to collect the assets and
arrange storage during the wartime
disbandment of the Mess. For the duration of
the war the piano, billiard table, lounge suite,
tables, chairs, glass and chinaware, etc were
all stored in the homes of the Old Sappers.

Through a set of blue double doors and under
the basketball ring on the North wall of the
gymnasium at Oakleigh Barracks lies a room
full of history and surprises.
This room has been the home of the Old
Sappers Association, now the RAE Association
(Vic), since the Barracks were built in 1991.
This room, an extension to the original plans of
the building, was paid for entirely with Old
Sappers Association funds for their exclusive
use.

During those grim war years, the Old Sappers
Association held some meetings in the Officers
Mess. At times it seemed useless to continue
and the Association almost lapsed. Following
the cessation of war activities, the Founding
President, Spr A. Carlyle set about the revival
of the Association. Tall, broad with a heart to
match Albert Carlyle was affectionately known
as “tiny”. His public service was impressive for
he was a J.P. and served as a Melbourne City
Councillor for the years 1947 - 1955,
Heidelberg councillor 1940 - 1947 and again
1951 - 1957, also as Mayor for 1946/7 and
1956/7. He was awarded the M.B.E in the
Queen’s Honours in June 1958.

The Old Sappers Association was formed at the
then brand new red brick Army Engineer
Training Depot at Swan Street, Richmond in
1934 and in 1935 the constitution was drawn
up for the Old Sappers Association in the
combined Sergeants Mess which they were
allowed to use for their monthly meetings.
This was in an honorary capacity, courtesy of
the Commanding Officers at the new depot at
Richmond.
At the Association meetings, all members have
the same and highly prized rank of “Sapper”
and are so addressed.

In the early postwar period many Associations
were formed by members of wartime
Engineer units. The passing of time and the
problems encountered in “Civvy-street” made
continuance rather difficult. The Fortress
Engineer Association, formed in 1945, had
flourished but by early 1949 a merger with the
Old Sappers Association was considered
advisable.

During the busy years to follow with the C.M.F.
(Citizen Military Forces) at the Swan Street
Depot, the Association was well received and
respected. The members of the Combined
Sergeants Mess for all Engineer Units and
Permanent Army Staff at the depot were able
to enjoy the Old Sappers activities in particular
their Waterloo Nights.

The President, Major W. Botham and
Secretary Captain L. Wilson were directed to
explore the possibility of an amalgamation
with the assistance of old Sapper and former
Fortress Engineer, Captain ‘Jack’ Lawlor.

After a little more than two decades since the
end of WW1, the outbreak of hostilities on 3
September 1939, meant the world was again
to become another Armageddon, all the
Engineer units were mustered into camp at
their war stations at Port Phillip Heads, as was
the case of the Fortress Engineers.

After two committee meetings on 24 March
1949 and 29 April 1949 a Special General
Meeting was held on 27 May 1949 of the
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Fortress Engineers, where it was agreed
merge with the Old Sappers Association
subject to their support of the annual
commemoration to the men of “Lark” Force
who died in New Britain or at sea in the prison
ship “Montevideo Maru” off Luzon, June 1942.
With the merger, the Old Sappers Association
had doubled its membership with the younger
men of World War II. It also meant that there
was a one hundred percent increase in funds,
a real “shot in the arm” just when it was
needed.

The Victorian Government wanted to have the
land back on which the Depot stood in
Richmond for them to use and on 3 November
1991, the Victorian Engineer Units held their
last parade at Swan Street, Richmond before
moving to the new Barracks in North Road,
Oakleigh.
The Old Sappers Association set up their new
room at the Oakleigh Barracks with a bar,
fridges, sinks etc, to continue on where they
left off from at the Swan Street Barracks. They
held dances and Waterloo Dinners, ladies
nights but with their members slowly
dwindling through age and then the difficulty
of having an open bar with the tightening of
security at the barracks making accessibility to
the room extremely hard. The room became
unused and was no longer maintained even
though their great collection of memorabilia
was still basically intact.

In the early 1950’s the Old Sappers
Association was called on to assist with the
National Service Trainees and they welcomed
them into their ranks. Similarly with the
National Service intakes for the Vietnam
conflicts where the Swan Street Depot was
the reporting centre for Melbourne conscripts
and the focal point for anti-war
demonstrations during the late 1960’s.

When the Old Sappers Association merged
with the Royal Australian Engineers
Association (Vic) the Royal Australian
Engineers Association decided to lift the
profile of the room by calling it the Heritage
Room.

In January 1955, the Old Sappers Association
was allocated one of the war time buildings in
the depot area for their use (below). This
noteworthy act provided a stimulus to the
Association from which it never looked back.
This was a great venue that was extremely
well supported, very profitable and very
popular, know to all Sappers, at least Victoria
wide and probably Australia wide, its colourful
history is legendary. It was a place that would
be very hard to replicate particularly these
days and was very much a venue for its time
and place.

The Heritage Room project started with the
restoration of the Unit flags and banners just
outside the room, high on the walls of the
gymnasium. It was then followed with the
renovation of the Heritage Room itself where
the bar, sinks and cabinets were removed and
partial floor coverings laid. A new double
display case, book case, filing cabinets and
wardrobe for uniforms were installed, making
the items that were already collected, more
presentable, identifiable and accountable by
cataloguing each item complete with a
reference code, photo and description.
A visit to the Heritage Room by the Curator
and the Manager of the Australian Army
Museum of Military Engineering (AAMME) in
in August resulted in a positive feedback
about the quality, preservation and
documentation of the collection.
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The aim and indeed the Royal Australian
Engineers Association (Vic) policy, is to add
more items to the collection through
donations that enable the purchase of more
items also requesting the gifting of items like
books, uniforms, medals, badges, photos and
general memorabilia etc, all in relation to
Victorian Engineers and their associated units.
The following photos show an overall look at
the Heritage Room, but a visit is essential to
fully appreciate the collection and all would be
most welcome. The room will be open during
functions held at the Barracks and by
appointment. Contact; Mel Constable on 0412
403 043 or mel@melcon.com.au.

Royal Australian Engineers Association—Victoria
Historical and Heritage Room
Oakleigh Barracks
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WATERLOO DINNER 2018

-site venue is desire of the Regiment to
strengthen its ties within the local community
particularly with community groups such as
the RSL who provide such strong links to the
military and support to the Defence family.
There are a number of positives to be taken
out of having the function offsite and these
include the fact that the staff, food, drink,
clean up and overhead costs are the
responsibility of the venue. At the end of the
night is just a matter of closing the doors on
the way out. Other reasons why an offsite
venue is ideal is that I am sure everyone
would be aware that safety is a high priority at
all bases and the entry requirements for nonserving personnel is very demanding in
addition you have to hire stewards and cooks
when the budgets of all units is under stress.
As with the tradition commenced with the
2014 Waterloo Dinner attendance was again
extended to SNCO, WO’s and Officers. A total
of 70 people attended the night filling the
venue to near capacity.
Dining President was LTCOL Sharon Coates

The annual Waterloo Dinner is one of the most
important social events on the Engineer
calendar and accordingly it is eagerly
anticipated.
This year saw a continuation of last year’s
theme in that the function was conducted at a
non-military establishment in the Oakleigh
RSL. As with last year’s dinner there were
some misgivings from some of the retired
members concerned about the loss of
traditions by moving away from a military site
which obvious has the history and memories
but I am sure that after the function everyone
would have been satisfied with the venue and
conduct.
Whilst customs and traditions are an
extremely important part of a function like the
Waterloo Dinner the other characteristic of
the night is to bring together members of the
Corps in a social atmosphere where there is an
opportunity to catch up with people with
similar interests.
Another aspect of having the function at an off
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(CO 22 Engineer Regiment) with the senior
guest being COL Bruce Murray (COL COMDT
RAE Southern Region). Representing the
Signals Corps was LTCOL Adam Strickland (CO
School of Sigs).
Representing RAE Head of Corps (BRIG David
Wainwright) COL Murray delivered the HOC
address which was very detailed in relation to
strength of the Corps, its future along with
some outstanding personnel etc.
Senior Officers attending the function included
Brigadier Slater, COL Wertheimer, Campbell
Smith and Howard Ellis. There were a number
of ex CO’s of both Regiments also in
attendance and it was great to see an old
friend in LTCOL Craig (Spit) Madden who
ventured over from Perth, MAJ Damian
Hanigan (XO 1 CER and who at one time in his
long career was the 2IC of 10 FD SQN (prior to
4 CER) who ventured down from Darwin.
There were a number of presentations made
on the night to 22 ER members who had taken
other postings at the end of 2017 and these
included LTCOL Michelle McCormack and MAJ
Russell Collins.

The Oakleigh RSL made the Waterloo Dinner
very welcome and the evening was very well
assisted by Sean Darbyshire (MAJ – ex 1 PET
COY) who coordinated the function and made
sure everything worked perfectly.
For those who attended I am sure that they
had a wonderful night with ample food, drink
and friendship and the venue was a great
choice.
Jim Davis
Secretary
RAE Association
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2018 RAE Waterloo Dinner in pictures.
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for allowing us to use the facilities. Special
thanks also to Carl Seccull and David KellyGrimshaw who assisted Iain with the bar –
great support and certainly needed.
There were a number of people who travelled
considerable distance to attend the function
and our thanks certainly goes out to them in
particular Graham (Rushy) Rushbrook from
Irrewwarra.

RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC. – 2018
CHRISTMAS NIBBLES
The RAE Association held its Christmas
“Nibbles” night on Friday 23rd November 2018
at the Ringwood East depot. The purpose of
the night was to provide something back to
the members of the Association and their
families for their loyalty and support.
With the very kind permission and support of
the Commanding Officer (CO) 22 Engineer
Regiment
(LTCOL
Sharon
Coates)
approximately 60 members and guests
enjoyed the hospitality of the Junior Ranks
Club at the Ringwood East depot. A very good
turnout for this activity bearing in mind that it
was a very wet and cold night. The Association
provided light supper with finger food and
nibbles which enabled people the opportunity
of catching up with friends and having a yarn
about the “good old days” in a very relaxed
atmosphere.

Diana Willmott, Marilyn Moss & Gail Stewart

The preparation of the food was under the
watchful eye of Ron Willis who readily made
himself available to manage this very
important aspect of the night – there was
ample food for everyone. Ron provided
wonderful service as our chef for the night and
worked very hard in the kitchen – everyone
tossed in and did a bit of waiter work to get
the food to the hungry hordes.

Ron Willis and Marg Handte

Everyone who attended is considered a special
person and guest and our thanks goes to
everyone who came along but I would like to
make mention of some guests – LTCOL Sharon
Coates, WO1 Justin Jones (RSM) , COL Cam
Smith (BDE HQ), MAJ Dave Bergman (XO)
There is no doubt that this is a great venue for
this event as most of us have great memories
of good times and friendships developed in
Junior Ranks Club at the Ringwood Depot and
our thanks must go to the PMC Iain Davidson

Zeus the Wonder Dog (RAE Association Mascot) in his
RAE Ceremonial jacket.

Very special thanks must go to the ever
reliable and tireless worker in Marg Handte
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A History and Heritage tour is being organised
by the RAE Association for midyear 2019 to
the AAMME at Holdsworthy Barracks in
Sydney and five other significant sites.
This is a tour that will be self-catering
including self-driving/flying to incorporate
visits via the Australian Light Horse Memorial
Park in Seymour and on to the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra where our annual
Wreath laying at the will take place.

who just gives her all for the RAE and this
function was no exception – Marg organised
and brought the night together, purchased the
food, provided memorabilia. Brought the food
up from the kitchen – worked for a long time
in the kitchen with Ron without any
complaints and cleaned up – what else can I
say for her efforts but THANK YOU MARG.!
Jim Davis
Secretary

We will then move on up to the AAMME at
Holdsworthy Barracks for a comprehensive
tour, then possibly a tour over one of the
Naval War Ships based in Sydney.

Then returning to Melbourne via the site of
the Kapooka tragedy, South of Wagga Wagga
and then possibly a tour through the
Munitions factory at Mulwalla, North of
Yarrawonga before heading home.

Warning Order

RAE Association Vic Tour of the
Australian Army Museum of Military
Engineering (AAMME) and other sites
2019

There will be a few spare days for sightseeing
and you can just come to one or two of the six
events or as many as you would like attend. A
full itinerary will be published via our
Facebook and Web Site when firm dates
become available.
This tour is only in the
early stages of planning,
but we would be looking
at the dates being
between the 4 - 15 June
2019, this is over the
Queen’s
Birthday
Weekend
Please contact Mel
Constable with any
queries or expressions of
interest.
mel@melcon.com.au or
0412 403 043
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unpopular war as a young man. Despite this,
Alan’s innate character and lovable approach
to life meant - he could walk alongside both
Kings and Vagabonds. This was the hallmark
of Allan. Everyone loved him. An emphatic
Saint Kilda supporter, I think he was put
amongst us to share some Saintly love and
kindness.

True Blue Sapper
We Remember

Allan Francis Rantall
30 May 1945 - 30 July 2018
By Don Hughes

I first met Blue at Puckapunyal in the 21st
Construction Squadron (The Red Roosters).
Probably quite appropriately, Blue was chosen
to be a member of the team that built “The All
Saints Chapel” at Lavarack Barracks,
Townsville in 1980. I’ll never forget, when the
Chapel was officially opened by Sir Jim Killen,
the then Defence Minister, Blue was part of
the Guard of Honour. When Sir Jim, all dressed
up in his Formal Tropical White Uniform, was
inspecting the guard, Blue exclaimed – “I think
he’s just come from the Bowls club!” The rest
of the Sappers in the guard cackled
themselves stupid!

“Hey True Blue, don’t say you’ve gone
Say you’ve knocked off for a smoko
And you’ll be back later on…..”
John Williamson

The sudden passing of this wonderful man at
Hervey Bay, Queensland made a huge impact.
Not only to his close family and dear friends,
but also a large slice of the Veteran and
broader communities whose pathways in life
he had often criss-crossed and thoroughly
enjoyed.
Born in the bush, of humble but proud
beginnings, Allan was thrust into a nasty

His funeral service at Diamond Creek was an
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Freddie was actually the kid who lived across
the road and bore the blame for many of
Blues misadventures. Blues love of a joke and
mischief, would remain with him his whole
life.
He also would regularly shoot ex-1st AIF Lee
Enfield 303 rifles at the Alexandra Rifle Club.
At age 15, with 3rd form under his belt, he sent
a letter of resignation to his school Principal
and joined the local Timber Mill in Alexandra
alongside his Dad as a Timber Worker. He
learnt from the veteran sapper - operating the
docking saw manufacturing numerous timber
products. Decades later, Blue would
eventually retire from fulltime military service
and join 91st Forestry Squadron (The
Woodpeckers).

uplifting celebration of his remarkable life. His
darling wife Beryl, received so many apologies
for attendance at the service, she was afraid
no-one would turn up! To the contrary, the
place was packed to the rafters. His circle of
influence was wide and far-reaching - even a
dog turned up for the funeral! Alan stayed for
the refreshments afterwards!
Sapper Destiny

Blue reckons he was destined to become a
Soldier and Sapper! His Grandfather, Private
Edward Gilbee (14th BN, 1st AIF) was a POW in
WW1. His mother Ethel, worked at the
Maribyrnong Munitions Factory with her sister
Peg. She became a parachute packer with the
1st Platoon of the 1st Australian Parachute
Battalion. Meeting a dapper Sapper named
Joe, in early 1944, she was soon married but
was medically discharged from the Army in
1945 because she was pregnant - with Blue!
He was born on 30 May 1945 in Alexandra
Hospital.
Blue’s father, VX81557 Sapper Jonas (Joe) Vagg
Rantall, of 53 Parks and Works Company RAE,
had served in Moratai and the Dutch East
Indies (now Indonesia). He had trained at the
Engineer Training Centre at the Kapooka
Military Area located about 19 Kilometres
south west of Wagga Wagga.
Before the war, Joe had been a Trooper with
the 4th Light Horse in Colac. When Joe was
younger, he had worked on Dairy farms
around Cobden, Victoria. At the outbreak of
war Joe’s farming and military skills were
highly sought after - he was allotted to the
RAE. After the war, Joe worked at the local
timber mill in Alexandra.
Growing up, Blue had what all thought was a
fictitious mate – Freddie Couples. Young Blue
was a bit of a mischievous vagabond and
whenever he got into trouble, he would blame
Freddie Couples for the misdemeanour.

National Service
Allan was called up for National Service in
1965 aged 20 but failed the medical. Blue
insisted on having an operation to fix the
dodgy hernia, also having his appendix out at
the same time in January 1966. Blue reapplied
to join the Army and was formally enlisted
into the Australian Army as a National
Serviceman on 13th July 1966.
Moving straight to the 2nd Recruit Training
Battalion at Puckapunyal Blue remembers how
tough it was. Blue’s dream to become a
Sapper was soon realised when he was
allocated to the Royal Australian Engineers
and despatched to the School of Military
Engineering then located at Casula, near
Liverpool in Sydney. The training was frantic –
there was a war on! The Army needed plenty
of Sappers.
Joining his new unit at Wacol near Brisbane –
18 Field Squadron, under command of Major
Arthur Fittock (later MAJ GEN A. J. Fittock AO)
and his 2IC, Captain John Wertheimer (later
COL E.J. Wertheimer AM RFD), Blue found
himself in the jungles of Tully undertaking
Tropical Trials building corduroy roads for
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Armoured vehicles. Soon he was back at SME
for training as a reinforcement for 1 Field
Squadron (1 Fd Sqn) in Vietnam. Sapper
Rantall transferred to the Regular Army in
September 1967.

sites. He was employed by the Corps of
Commissioners.
He Never Forgot
When honouring the 50 years “Graveside
Vigil” for all Vietnam Veterans on 21st
February 2016, Blue made a point of visiting
every Sappers grave at the Springvale
Cemetery before doing the same at each
Cemetery in Melbourne. It was a stinking hot
day and the Sappers graves were well
dispersed around the beautiful but large
Springvale Cemetery.

Allan soon deployed and joined his allocated
unit in October 1967 on a Sapper Mini Team
with 7PL C COY 2RAR. Blue was at Fire
Support Base (FSB) Anderson where a
number of Sappers were KIA. Blue was also
present at FSB Coral where 50 years later, he
was awarded The Unit Citation for Gallantry.
Blue was also a Tunnel Rat. For those
interested in the Tunnel Rats see http://
tunnelrats.com.au. Also see MacGregor S. &
Thomson J. A Sappers’ War. Allen & Unwin,
Sydney, 2012.

Blue made his way back to the designated
rendezvous point for a much-needed drink at
a glamorous function room supplied by the
Vietnam Veterans Association in the grounds
of the Cemetery. Blue didn’t realise how long
he had taken paying compliments to his fallen
comrades. He entered the crowded function
room and was immediately offered a large
cool drink and some tasty hors d’oeuvres by
two lovely young Vietnamese waitresses. Blue
lamented, the Association thinks of
everything!

Back Home
By July 1968 Blue was back in Holsworthy
with 23 Const Sqn. He then deployed to
Singapore/Malaysia
with
the
28th
Commonwealth Brigade (ANZAC) 2 Fd Tp 1
Independent Field Sqn RE. He also did a stint
in New Zealand and Papua New Guinea. Allan
then remained in the Australian Army until
1993. He learnt the trade of Painter and
Decorator and rose to the rank of Corporal.
Blue felt that “the Army was his second
family”.

He did not realise that his comrades in arms
had long since departed – he had stumbled
into the next function – a Vietnamese
Funeral Wake. He was made to feel most
welcome; and he was looked after like a King!
”Hey True Blue can you bear the load?
Will you tie it up with wire,
Just to keep the show on the road?
Hey Tue Blue, Hey True Blue………………”

He spent the remainder of his service in a
number of units: 22 Const Sqn Karrakatta
(Perth); 21 Const Sqn (Puckapunyal) for 10
years (including building the All Saints Chapel
in Townsville); SME (Casula); 32 Small Ships
(Woolwich, Sydney), and Range Control
Puckapunyal. He discharged from the Regular
Army in 1991 and joined 91 Forestry
Squadron as an Army Reservist.

Allan was a lovely bloke and a great Sapper.
He was able to walk alongside both Kings &
Vagabonds!

Blue became intimately involved with the Old
Sappers Association of Victoria, the Vietnam
Engineers Association, various RSL’s and the
Ex-POW association. He travelled widely and
visited many battle grounds and War Grave

RIP Allan (Blue) Rantall
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National
Serviceman, Regular Army, Vietnam:
.
Fire Support bases Anderson, Coral &
Balmoral;
Mini Teams, Tunnel Rat; Malaya,
prices.
Singapore, Papua New Guinea, Timber Worker,
Instructor, Painter & Decorator, Chapel
Builder, Battlefield and War Graves explorer,
Old Sappers, Vietnam Veterans and Ex-POW
committee member. World traveller, family
man and all-round good bloke. Unit Citation
for Gallantry.

VALE
Major Brian Chirgwin RFD ED
(13/04/1935 – 16/08/2018)
One of our best loved Sapper Officers
The period July to August 2018 has proved a
very sad time for the Chirgwin Family. It
commenced with the death of Christian, the
husband of their daughter Danielle on 16 July,
followed by the sudden death of Brian’s
beloved wife Betty on 19 July and then
concluded with Brian’s death after a very long
illness on 16 August.
Brian’s funeral, conducted at the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church Elmore on 24 August was
attended by more than 200 mourners, at least
1/5 of whom were friends from his military
service. The short church service included
addresses from family members who spoke of
Brian’s family life and Bruce Campbell who
spoke of Brian’s civilian career, together with
his 30+ years of military service.
The funeral service was followed by an
extended luncheon at the Elmore Memorial
Hall attended by his many friends and retired
sappers from many parts of the state. In
Brian’s civilian life, he worked in the Survey
Division of the State Rivers and State Supply
Commission for about 40 years. He was a
highly skilled field survey officer and displayed
the same lifelong dedication to his survey
profession as he did to his army career.
Referring to Major Brian Chirgwin’s military
career, he became the second member of
what is now a four generation military family.
Brian’s father Capt John Chirgwin served in
WW2 as a Sapper officer, and later continued
in the ARA until retirement. He expressed
great pride when his son Brian converted from
infantry to RAE in about 1965.
No doubt inspired by Major Brian’s rank as an
RAE major, his son Karl enlisted in the ARA
and reached the rank of Lt.Col in RAE. His
service included postings to Pakistan, PNG,

“Blue” walking with lions above and Magpies below.
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and Mozambique, and he became an expert in
the clearance of minefields and booby traps.
Karl’s son Capt Adam Chirgwin is now serving
in the ARA as a member of the Armoured Corp
and has recently served in Iraq.
Brian’s own military service commenced on 20
August 1953 with his National Service Call Up,
first with 15th National Service Training
Battalion, followed by service with 38 Bn. As
an infanteer he progressed through NCO ranks
to Sargeant before being appointed Lt. He
took a break in service during the period 1961
to 1965.
In 1965, Brian heeded the call to join the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission
sponsored 105 Construction Squadron RAE
(SR), where he quickly changed over to RAE
Corp.
In about 1970, having been promoted to Capt,
he became 2iC of 105 Construction Squadron,
and on 01/12/1976, on the retirement of the
then OC, he became Admin Commander of
105. Then in 1979, on his promotion to
Major, he was appointed OC 105 Const Sqn, a
position he held until 1982.
He then held the position of 2iC 22 Const Regt
1982 until 1985, after which he took up a staff
officer position on HQ 22 Const Regt until his
retirement in 1988.
During the period 1982 to 1983, he also spent
some time as Admin Commander of 22 Const
Regt in the absence of the CO.
Brian Chirgwin proved to be a most effective
sapper officer throughout that whole period
1965 to 1988. He became an enthusiastic
expert in sapper tasks such as demolitions and
also made excellent use of his infantry skills
when employed in IMT. He showed great
loyalty to his senior officers and excellent
leadership to his subordinates. All his troops
worked well with him and enjoyed doing so.
Being resident at Elmore throughout his
service also added to the effort he had to
make for the army as it involved him in driving

over 300km for every parade at Swan Street.
Major Brian Chirgwin’s military service was
recognized by the award first of the ED in
September 1976, and later by the award of the
RFD and its First Clasp. He was also awarded
the National Medal, Australian Defence
Medal, and Anniversary of National Service
1951 – 1972 Medal.
We will always remain indebted to Major
Brian Chirgwin RFD, ED for his great sapper
service.
LEST WE FORGET
Bruce Campbell

VALE
Peter Marotta 2 April 1018
Maxwell Livingston 8 July 2018
Koostantinoes Unmeopa 11 July 2018
Allan Rantall 29 July 2018
Brian Chirgwin RFD ED 16 August 2018
Henry New MID 11 September 2018 (age 102)
Mardi Davis 25 September 2018
Thomas Trevena 5 October 2018
Alan Barbour 20 October 2018
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operation was Aitapi to Wewak campaign
during which he was awarded a MID.
A long-time supporter of the RSL and ANZAC
Day Harry remembers that he missed his first
ANZAC Parade due to Malaria but has
attended on a fairly regular basis since then.
In 2013 Harry had to admit that his legs were
not getting any younger and now avails
himself of the vehicles provided.
Harry has been married to his wife Beryl for
68 years – they met in 1946 and married in
1948 and have three children.
Harry’s daughter Laurel recounts her
memories of dad on ANZAC Day “I remember
as a child dad getting up early and catching
the train into the city to go to the March. In
the early days the March used to go all day.
We would all crowd around the TV hoping to
see him. Dad would get home fairly late with
all sorts of stories of how the boys helped out
mates that were doing it tough.”

ARMY NEWSPAPER ARTICLE:
VETERAN VICTORIAN SAPPER RECOGNIZED
On 19th August 2016 WW2 veteran and RAE
Association (Vic) Inc. member Harry New
celebrated his centenary.
In
addition
to
the
wonderful
acknowledgements from The Queen, Governor
General and numerous Federal and State
politicians the RAE Association arranged for a
Certificate from the Corps (signed by HOC
BRIG Budd) recognising Harry’s contribution to
the RAE during WW2 and his ongoing support
since then for a number of RAE Associations
here in Victoria.
Harry enlisted into the Army on Friday 06th
October 1939 and after medicals etc. reported
for duty on Friday 13th October 1939 (1st Day
of the AIF) and discharged 23rd October 1945
providing 6 years of service.
Harry was a member of the 2/2nd Field
Company RAE (6 DIV) rising to the rank of
SSGT and saw action in Palestine (6th Division
together for first time) Egypt, Syria, Cyrenaica,
Greece, Syria/Turkey border control, Darwin
and PNG
In 1945 Harry was on the North Coast of PNG
when armistice was declared. His last

As a result of military service one thing that is
so very obvious is the comradery that has
endured.
A sad note to this otherwise wonderful event
is that on 13th August 2016 Harry’s dear friend
and fellow Sapper Lionel Egmont de
Hochepied-Larpent passed away 17 days short
of his 99th birthday. Harry and Lionel served
together for the full duration of the war. At
Harry’s party celebrations he was so looking
forward to catching up with Lionel to have a
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talk and a beer.
With Lionel gone, Harry is Victoria’s last
surviving 2/2nd Field Company member.
For two (2) years after the war Harry worked
for Ministry of Post War Reconstruction resettling discharged soldiers. Following this
he worked in a variety of jobs until his
retirement in 1992.

was then followed by refreshments and
tours of the Dogs Victoria museum.
Report by Mel Constable

The RAE Association is so very proud of Harry
and his passionate support of the RAE – as
Harry said “once a Sapper always a Sapper”
I am sure you all would join with me in
wishing Harry all the very best on this
outstanding and wonderful milestone and
wish him all the very best for the future and
may he have many more birthdays and ANZAC
parades.

Ms Merilyn Syme OAM

Service Dogs Memorial, Skye - 8 July
2018

Patron Mr Peter Hitchiner with RAN Representative

A simple but moving service held
unfortunately in very wet, cold and windy
conditions to remember the valuable place
that the Service Dogs both past and
present have had in our community, not
only with the Army, Navy and Airforce but
also the Police, Border Force, Antarctic
Division and all Dogs that have served
Australia and Australians in so many
different roles.
The service was well attended by local
Politicians, Dogs Victoria members, the RSL
and representatives from the Services. It

Please note, the opinions and comments
contained in articles published in Sapper
Summit are those of each author. They do
not necessarily reflect the policies or views of
the RAE Association Victoria (Inc). Editor
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care.
CO 22 ER, LTCOL Sharon Coates, and the RSM
22 ER, WO1 Justin Jones, laid a wreath to
honour all Sappers who served in Vietnam.
The Heidelberg Brass Band, Watsonia RSL
Pipes and Drums, Bugler Miss Kathleen
O’Reilly and Piper James provided musical
accompaniment. Mr Jeff Freeman was
awarded the “Annual Leslie Farren Award” for
outstanding achievement in supporting
Vietnam Veterans whilst Rob Winther was
made an Honorary Life Member of the VVAA
for his continued support to the Vietnam
Veteran community. Temporary Sapper Zeus,
provided canine support.

Vietnam Veterans Day 2018
52nd Anniversary – Battle of Long Tan
50th Anniversary – Fire Support Bases
Coral & Balmoral
48th Anniversary – Binh Ba
By Don Hughes

Vietnam Veterans day was observed around
the country to honour “The Five Hundred Not
Returned”. The Commanding Officer and RSM
of 22nd Engineer Regiment were special guests
at the Observance Ceremony conducted at
the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital.
Unfortunately,
Lady
Cosgrove,
The
Honourable Jenny Macklin MP, Federal
Member for Jaga Jaga and Dr Rob Webster
OAM, President Victorian RSL were unable to
attend due to last minute conflicting priorities.
Ms Sue Shilbury, the CEO of Austin Health,
welcomed guests and Veterans from all
conflicts - especially those observing 50 years
since the battles of Coral / Balmoral. The
Repatriation Hospital’s Veteran Liaison
Officer, Mr Rob Winther OAM was master of
ceremonies
and
introduced
various
distinguished guest speakers: Mr Lee Webb
JP, Vice President Victorian RSL; Mr Bob
Elsworthy AM, President VVAA; Mr David
Jamison AM, President Ringwood RSL; Mr
Graeme (Macka) McSolvin, Sapper 1 Field
Squadron Vietnam and Mr Paul McCrohan
OAM, President Combined Tramways / East
Melbourne RSL.
The spiritual care team from the Hospital, Ms
Cath Slarks, Ms Sandra Agnew and Ms Sue
Westhorp led all in prayer and blessed two
magnificent bronze plaques. One plaque
listing the names of the 26 who perished at
Coral / Balmoral and another presented by
the Partners Association of Australia (PVA) –
“FOR THOSE WHO STAND BESIDE THEM”.
Both were mounted outside “Ward 17” at the
hospital where our Veterans receive ongoing

UBIQUE: Lest We Forget
RAE Historical Markers with QR Codes
See p 52 for more details.
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Friday 10 August

Report on the Curators Course held 910 August 2018

Don was unable to attend because of “Bluey”
Rantall’s funeral so both Craig and Sebastian
spent the day with me in the Heritage room
and they went through the whole collection
and were very impressed by what they saw.
There was a number of items that they
thought were “exquisite” and would have like
very much to have them in their collection in
Sydney.

We had a visit from Major Craig Clunas and
Sebastian Spencer, Australian Army Museum
of Military Engineering (AAMME) Curator to
give us instruction on how to run a museum
properly.
Their lecture was very good and both Don
Hughes and myself found it most interesting,
informative and very easy to listen to and
understand.

They were happy with the way things were
being photographed and catalogued. They
actually said they will be adopting our
numbering system into their collection for
easier cross referencing of their collection.

Thursday 9 August
Don and myself were instructed on three main
points;

They also thought the idea of having a series
of plaques with QR codes throughout Victoria
identifying the work done by the Victorian
Engineers was a great idea, in fact they want
to encourage other states to adopt a similar
system to identify the work done by all RAE
Sappers.

1/ Policy
To develop a policy, that is, a direction the
museum intends to take in what it collects.
In the case of our collection it is relatively
clear and that is the gathering together of
items connected to the Royal Australian
Engineers with a particular focus on Victorian
Engineers.

They have been in Queensland talking with
units up there that have collections for
Queensland Engineers and by encouraging us
to look toward the Victorian Engineers, they
will donate to us any doubled up items they
have that are specific to the Victorian
Engineers from the SME collection.

In conjunction with 22ER, the Colonel
Commandant, RAE Association and other
interested groups, an advisory committee
should be formed to develop a policy and
agree on and deal with, what their
expectations are, funding requirements,
storage and display areas and administration
of the disposal of surplus items.

They brought with them a number of items for
us to use, cleaning gear, gloves, bags, acid free
wipes, etc to help us get under way and
offered us access to more as we require it
from SME. They also left us with a USB stick
full of information.

2/ Record Keeping

The outcome of this visit I think and I’m sure
Don would think also, was very worthwhile
and I would like to thank Jim and the
Association for organising the course.

This includes numbering, photographing,
researching and cataloguing the item with
information on description, sourcing details,
donors’ details, manufacturers’ details,
hazards to look out for (Asbestos, Chemical,
Zinc Chromate etc) and finally the current
location of the item.

The committee shouted dinner for both Craig
and Sebastian on Thursday evening.
Unfortunately Sebastian will be leaving the
AAMME but Craig as the manager will be our
contact.

3/ Display, Conservation and Storage
This item covers a lot of areas and include
how to (a) Display the items correctly
including lighting, security and items placed
together in groups to tell a story, (b)
Conservation
that
includes
ambient
temperatures, UV influence, bug and moisture
protection and (c) Storage and this includes
display cases, file drawers, plan drawers and
long term storage boxes and store rooms.

Report by Mel Constable
Sebastian and Craig have been great
supporters of our Association. We wish them
well in the new endeavours and look forward
to visiting the Corps Museum in 2019. Editor
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approached the Department of Environment,
Land, Water & Planning (DELWP) for
permission. This was granted and they also
suggested new plaques be placed at a number
of sites throughout Gippsland and the High
Country to celebrate the work done by the
Engineers.

RAE Association’s Victorian Heritage
Trail
Mt Useful, Gippsland
In the winter of 1982, 22 Construction
Regiment comprising of 105 Construction Sqn,
106
Construction Sqn and 107 Plant Sqn carried
out specialised project works in the East
Gippsland area. They were joined by a heavy
construction troop from the Puckapunyal
detachment that moved all the major plant
and a construction troop of the NSW Army
Troop who unfortunately arrived during the
second week in the middle of a snowstorm.
The Upper Macalister was still snow-covered
and polar like when the advance members of
the
Regiment moved into their camp near
Glenmaggie. The three Squadrons of the
Regiment with
Maj. Brian as 2IC, for the first time the
operated separately and were selfadministrating.
From the Glenmaggie camp, 107 Plant Sqn
commanded by Capt Howard Ellis built 12 km
of road on Black Spur Range, The Forests
Commission supplemented the Country Roads
Board (CRB) skills by providing a D7 Dozer with
a tree pusher.
Halfway up the valley 106 Construction Sqn
under Maj Peter McCulloch, re-sheeted roads,
erected a steel building at the Lions Club
Village at Licola and laid a sewer rising main
there.
Bearing the brunt of the elements, 105
Construction Sqn under Maj Bob Klos, built a
4 km access track through the snow gums to
the Mt Useful lookout.
As Works Officer, Major Oliver Raymond coordinated the individual projects within the
overall plan.

A plaque was developed to include a brief
history and a QR Code / Bar Code that can be
scanned or photographed and scanned later if
out of service area and a PDF of the details
can then be read in full. This plaque has now
been installed on the rock.
Its location is Cnr Springs Rd and Green Hills
Track near Mt Useful, GPS Ref; -37.6712
146.5132
We would like to hear any suggestions for
locations of significant Victorian Engineer
projects for plaques to be placed to form a
heritage trail. This would be a great way to
show who, where and when the Royal

The RAE Association thought it would be good
to place a new plaque, as part of the RAE
Heritage Trail, on the rock to preserve the
heritage of the Victorian Sappers work and we
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Australian Engineers and in particular the
Victorian Sappers, have been and the work
they have done for this country during
peacetime.

instigate such a project. When the Curator and
the Manager of the Australian Army Museum
of Military Engineering (AAMME) in Sydney
heard about our idea, they thought it would
be good to have the other States and
Territories having similar projects so the
Heritage Markers could be Australia wide.

Please email ; Mel Constable mel@melcon.com.au 0412 403 043

RAE Association’s Victorian Heritage
Trail

This list is being prepared (check our web site
for details) for nominations of potential sites
and your feedback on sites that you think that
would be worthy of inclusion in the list, could
be forwarded to Mel Constable at
mel@melcon.com.au or 0412 403 043

Heritage Markers
It was decided after a Plaque was made to be
erected on the rock Monument at Mt Useful in
Gippsland (see article on Mt Useful Heritage
Plaque) that there was a need to recognise
other great work the Victorian Engineers have
done throughout Victoria for the community.

We are currently actively seeking funding to
expand the installation of Heritage Markers
and anyone interested in donating monies
toward this very important, historical project,
would be most welcome. Please contact Jim
Davies at jdavis01@bigpond.net.au or 0413
479 157

The Royal Australian Engineer Association (Vic)
has produced a treated pine and stainless steel
Heritage Marker with a stainless steel plaque
attached to the top, these markers will be
erected on the sites of historical significance to
the Sappers in Victoria.
The Plaque has the Royal Australian Engineer
Badge and words Royal Australian Engineers
etched on it together with a brief description
of the site project.
There will also be a QR Code, this is a code that
can be scanned by your phone. A free app is
available to download from the app store for
this purpose.
When the QR Code is scanned it will upload a
PDF File that will give you a complete
description of the project with photos etc. for
you to copy or read at home at your leisure.
The Royal Australian Engineer Association (Vic)
was the first organisation in Australia to
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you can put a bit of a story together that is
linked to the item it would be great, a letter
then acknowledging your contribution and
noting wether it’s a donation, a loan or
anonymous will be sent to you and the item
will be marked accordingly.

The RAE Association (Vic) Memorabilia
Collection
Request for donations of memorabilia
to add to our collection

We would like to make this collection one to
be proud of. We have a room specially
dedicated to the showing of all the items in
Oakleigh Depot and maybe soon in the
Ringwood Depot also.
We hope you can help.
Please contact: Mel Constable or Jim Davis

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS IN
WORLD WAR 11
The Association has inherited the memorabilia
collected by the Old Sappers Association over
80 years from 1935 until 2015 when it
amalgamated with Royal Australian Engineers
Association (Vic)

Dr. J.K. Haken

With the declaration of war in September
1939, the Defence Act 1903 (1) restricted
military service to Australia and its territories
and a volunteer force, the Australian Imperial
Force (AIF) was formed for overseas service.
The AIF was prefixed 2 (2), the AIF having
previously been raised for service in World
War 1. Conscription was introduced in
October 1939 into the Citizen Military Force
(CMF) , now the Army Reserve. This provided
some training for potential AIF members and
troops for Australian service. With war in the
Pacific, an Act (3) was passed and authorised
on 25 February 1943 (4) permitting CMF
troops to serve in the South West Pacific Area.
Mr
James Edward Murphy, a civilian
employee of the Army was contracted by the
Military Board in 1953 (5) to prepare a work
"History of the Post War Army”. The work was
completed in 1955 and while never published
(6), it indicated that 304 engineer units and
sub units served in World War 11. A volume of
the Corps History states 300 odd (7). These
figures are much lower than those of

The RAE Association is now looking at building
up the memorabilia collection to make it more
up to date including the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s to
present day. We want to showcase what
Victorian Sappers have done throughout the
years and what they might have collected,
before it all ends up in the tip. These items will
be placed on show for all to share in
remembering the good old times.
Sappers that have been at Swan Street,
Ringwood, Yallourn, Oakleigh and other
Victorian Depots have would have carried out
many memorable (and not so memorable)
activities whilst they were in and have may
have picked up a few items that they would
now like to share and donate to the collection,
we hope.
Should you wish to donate or loan items to
the collection let either Mel or Jim know and if
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McKenzie-Smith, who stated that 409 RAE
units and 253 RAE sub units served (8). Details
of these units and sub units have recently
been detailed (9). The lower figures may be
entities that existed at the end of the war, as a
few name changes occurred and many units
(mainly antiaircraft searchlight companies)
were transferred to the RAA on 1 May 1943
(10)), The AIF engineer units that served
appear in a volume of the Corps History (7)
but the recent work describes a number of
additional units (9).

1A True Wartime Experience
3rd Prize
Robert Creek – The Lady and the Sapper
We stood in rows, the forty of us, perspiration
dampened and stained our shirts and trousers
where the jungle green cotton drill stuck to
our bodies,
The blinding rays of light penetrated harshly
through the rubber plantation, as the sun
slowly descended in the late afternoon sky.
The uncomfortable humidity eased a little as
the shadows became longer.
The men of 3 Troop 1 Field Squadron, Royal
Australian Engineers, (RAE) Nui Dat, Vietnam,
were on afternoon parade. It was January
1968.

References:
Defence Act 1903 Act No 20 of 1903 Assented
1 March 1904
GRO Repeated
Defence (Citizen Military Forces) Act 1943 Act
No 2 of 1943 Passed 19 February 1943
Operative during the course of the
war.
Commonwealth Australia Gazette No 43 25
February 1943
Military Board Addendum 34/1953
Military Board 10 November 1958
R. McNicoll The Royal Australian Engineers
1919-1945 Royal Australian Engineers
Corps Committee Vol. 3 1982
Personnel Communication G. McKenzie-Smith
5 May 2018
G. McKenzie-Smith The Unit Guide 1939-1945
Vol. 3 Blue Sky Publishing Sydney
March 2018
G.R. Vazenry Military Forces Of Victoria 18541967 Self Published CARO Albert Park
Barracks Melbourne c1968

“Stand easy,” Sgt Bob Embrey, commanded.
“Listen in. Come forward when your name is
called.” . As always the mail was distributed in
alphabetical order.
“Creek , he called “there’s a parcel for you”.
“A …. parcel….” I hurried forward to collect it ,
the brown paper wrapping, tightly held in
place with string. This was the parcel I had
been waiting for.
The book………. The lady had promised me a
book and now it had arrived.
Six weeks ago I had been at my post in a musty
and cramped underground bunker. I had
volunteered to be employed as a switchboard
operator in the telephone and radio centre at
Nui Dat Headquarters .
It had been dug by abackhoe and framed with
huge timber beams, lined with heavy planks,
roofed with earth and reinforced with
sandbags. This was my workplace.
My shift 6 PM to 6 AM.
I stood at a very old and out-dated manual
telephone exchange. My weekly code book
hung off one end of the frame that supported
the switchboard.
The sole relief was the breeze from an
oscillating fan that had been at the foot of the
stairs as I sat at the only chair at the console
in the humid atmosphere.. The perspiration
on my back chilled me each time the breeze
blew across it with relentless monotony.
Coupled with the contrast whirring of its
electric motor and the glaring incandescence
of a single light bulb in the ceiling, the
atmosphere was bright, humid and very, very
lonely.

The following piece of writing has been forwarded
to Sapper Summit and is re-printed with the
permission of the author.
Sapper Summit thanks Robert Creek for sharing
this powerful and personal story with our readers.
Usual abbreviations for combatant forces in
Vietnam are:
ARVN: Army of the Republic of Vietnam (Sth
Vietnam) NVA: North Vietnamese Army NLF/Viet
Cong: South Vietnamese anti government guerilla
forces. Readers will note some formatting issues
due to converting the article from PDF format.
Editor

Beside the fan stool was a cardboard box,
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you like it.
Thank you again so much for writing. All best
wishes to you for 1968.
May it be a better year for us all.

containing an assortment of newspaper,
magazines and a book or two.
I stood up to stretch my legs and ambled over
to the box in the corner, to fossick for
something to break the boredom. A small
insignificant paperback titled “ An Australian
Story” took my eye. I enjoy reading Australian
history, returned to the switchboard, rested
the book on the console and began to read.

Maie Casey
Was I excited …………. It’s not every day, that a
sapper National Serviceman gets a personal
gift from the wife of the Governor General of
Australia.
I think I must have told everyone within
earshot of me at the bar I think most of them
thought I had gone a bit troppo and
somewhat stoned. I was enjoying my own
company-just being very happy swilling and
splashing the cans of beer everywhere.

The author accurately portrayed the events of
an era, of day trips by horse and coach to Mt
Macedon, horse riding at Berwick, and travels
to the Mornington Peninsula; of grand
mansions in Melbourne with sweeping
carriageways, and spacious manicured lawns
and flowerbeds tended with utmost care by
household gardeners. Most of all it described
the people that lived in, visited and worked in
those lavish surroundings.

With the two books and a card safely locked
away in my trunk, I assembled a few days later
on morning parade with my mates. 3 Troop
was now mobile; being prepared for its first
operation.

I read it again, I was so enthralled with it’s
descriptive manner that I put pen to paper
and forwarded a letter to the author.

We were issued with extra rations and
ammunition then boarded a small convey of
trucks to take us Luscombe Airstrip, at Nui
Dat. A Chinnook helicopter transported us to
Fire Support Base Anderson.
This base was set up to protect the American
Airfield Bases at Long- Binh & Bien Hoa from
rocket & mortar attacks by the Army of the
Republic of North Vietnam (A.R.V.N.) and the
Viet Cong.(V.C.)
The A.R.V.N. were hardened fighters. The Viet
Cong (V.C.) were sympathisers of the North
but who had infiltrated into the South
Vietnam villages and hamlets that are
scattered throughout the whole of the
country.
The V.C. got exactly what they wanted.
They like their northern counterparts were
extremely cruel. They intimidated, murdered,
kidnapped, tortured and blackmailed the
southern population into submission. These
small
simple
farming
families
and
communities had no hope but to give the V.C.
what they wanted, food , shelter and
information of foreign troop movements and
their activities.
Army Intelligence messages had been
received that an attack on the Fire Support
Base was imminent.

Dear Madam,
I’ve found a copy of your book “ An
Australian Story.” whilst on duty here at
NuiDat and have enjoyed it so much that I
thought it proper to inform you of that fact,
and thank you for your efforts.
I closed the letter with the proper salutation
and signature, then posted it off, thinking
nothing more of the matter but feeling good
for having expressed my thoughts.
Several weeks later, a letter arrived with a
gold crown sealing the envelope and bearing a
Canberra postmark. I didn’t recognise the
handwriting but on opening it, I found a card
with a sketch of a windmill and corrugated
iron water tank drawn on the front, and
signed M.C. 23rd June 1961
The wording on the inside read:
Dear Sapper Creek,
How very good of you to write to me. I
received your letter with much pleasure and
delighted that retrieved (!) and liked “An
Australian Story.”

A selection of ten soldiers from 3 Troop R.A.E.
was to send out of the Fire Support Base
Anderson as a Warning Patrol.We were all
very heavily armed.
John Garrett, the radio operator had a rifle
and his radio equipment strapped to his back.

It is as you realise, a true story a record of a
period. I am sending you another a later book
“Tides and Eddies”, which you may find
interesting. I hope it turns up safely and that
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The seven other engineers with SLR’s and
Armalite rifles made up the team.
Jack Lawson, my mate was in charge of the
M60 heavy machine gun and myself as his
assistant.
I had never been so heavily loaded with arms
in my life. I carried a hand grenade in each
top pocket, seven magazines of twenty
rounds of rifle bullets were clipped to my web
belt, a continuous metal belt of machine gun
rounds hung over my shoulder down to my
thigh, a claymore mine complete with
detonators, wire leads, hand generator, were
tucked into my pack and a self loading rifle
made up my armament.

of intense pain filled the air. The canopies of
several banana tree fell amongst us. The mortar crew had scored a direct hit on our position.
With our ears still ringing and mates calling
for help, we yelled back and forth to each
other. Two of them didn’t reply. They were
S/Sgt McLaughlin and Cpl John Garrett. They
had been killed instantly.
Our mates, Allan Patterson and David Steen,
from South Australia hung in there, just for a
short time.
One of them called to the Staff/ Sergeant but
he didn’t answer. He became concerned and
called to us “Are you all alright?” As his pain
got worse he became delirious and his voice
weaker. His main concern was for us. Here
was a real soldier; concerned for his mates
despite his mortal wounds. We called to him,
giving him, our reassuring words. We hoped
the Viet-Cong didn’t hear his cries. I am sure
had he been heard, none us would be here
today. Along with his mate they succumbed
to the supreme sacrifice soon after.

Late in the afternoon, the Warning Patrol set
up, position in a banana plantation, a short
distance from the Fire Support Base
perimeter. We lay in a defensive arc, listening,
in silence, and became very tense, as the
night closed in. We could hear each other
breathing. The time ticked away very slowly.
We dozed on and off. All that was heard,
except for the continuous annoying buzzing
of mosquitoes was the occasional suppressed
whisper of a colleague to his mate.

The small arms fire continued to crackle, interspersed with the rapid fire of light and
heavy machine guns. A helicopter gunship
swept very low overhead, its search beacon
sweeping the jungle fringe. Tracers bullets
now spat from the heavy machine gun on
both sides of the aircraft. From underneath
the aircraft, rockets were fired and exploded
into the jungle below.

About midnight came a small popping sound
as the enemy fired a green flare. It hung high
in the sky from small cotton parachute like a
very bright green beacon above the Fire
Support Base.
It lit up the F.S.B. like Luna Park.
The enemy had set up a mortar base above
our position.
A mortar shell had been fired directly overhead and exploded outside the perimeter
fence on the opposite side of the Fire Support Base. No sooner had it landed, than a
barrage of small arms fire broke out on the
perimeter fence immediately to our right. At
least two perimeter sectors of the Fire Support Base were under attack.

A few minutes of spasmodic firing the a dramatic dull came. The battle stopped as quickly as it started. Silence filled the humid dawn.
The A.R.N.V. drifted back and dispersed back
into the surrounding jungle, taking their dead
and injured with them. The Fire Support Base
had taken a severe pounding but with the
discipline and training our soldiers had held
fast.

Our guys returned the fire.
The night crackled with bullets and explosions of grenades. The noise was deafening
with deadly lightning strikes of rifles, light &
heavy machine guns and mortar shells exploding with shrapnel peppering the air.

Jack called out in pain. His thigh was numb. A
piece of shrapnel had ripped into his hip, but
in the turmoil he hadn’t noticed. How often
does one hear of this happening, men at war,
too busy in the course of their duty to regard
their own well-being.

The Viet Cong mortar crew lifted the sights of
the mortar tube and lobbed their projectiles
with great accuracy; each explosion cutting a
path of destruction across the Fire Support
Base. Each explosion just a little closer to our
position.
All of as sudden a massive explosion deafened us as steel shrapnel flew, and the cries

I reached for a field bandage taped to the
butt of my rifle, and in doing so fell over. My
left arm, collapsed under me. I too had been
hit and didn’t know it. Between the two of us,
we managed to apply bandages to each other
and reassured each other that we were OK.
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Murray Walker decided to get word back to
the Fire Support Base. He set off immediately
running from cover to cover, using his instinctive bush craft skills. He was only
equipped with a rifle and the magazines he
had on his belt. Murray soon crawled into a
clump of scrub relatively close to the perimeter wire. Knowing it was booby-trapped and
manned by American Infantrymen, Murray
called out loudly, to make himself heard. He
identified himself as an Aussie soldier.

The four bodies, were picked up by their
clothes and carefully placed on the two
stretchers. There were only two stretchers.
One body was placed on top of the other;
their arms dangling obtusely and lifelessly
over the edges. What else could be done! The
sight of these squashed bodies of our friends,
who were alive just a few hours ago, was too
much to bear. I couldn’t think straight. I just
doubled over and fell to my knees and cried
uncontrollably. A couple of the guys held on
to me as I let my rifle just fall to the ground.
(This is an Army offence under normal circumstances).
One of the rescue party picked it up and that
was the last I ever saw of my rifle or any
weapon for the remainder of the war. My
mates were also confused and in shock,
suffering from fear, we were still not safe, but
relieved that we had been found; extremely
grateful that we had not been accidentally
shot during the search for us.

“Show yourself or we will shoot.” yelled an
American. Murray was in extreme fear; one
false move by him, or a misunderstanding
and he could be dead. Not having any choice
Murray slowly stood up.
He was ordered to “Come forward.”
Murray were escorted to an underground
command post to be interviewed by a commanding Officer.

I am convinced to this day that my life, was
meant to be spared. What other conclusion
could I make! I was completely covered in
explosives from the top of my head to my
hips. I was hit by two pieces of steel shrapnel
in my left arm and right leg.

Murray broke the news. At dawn a rescue
party of Australian infantrymen, complete
with a doctor and two stretchers was organised and ready to move out from the Fire
Support Base. (Murray didn’t know that David Steen & Alan Patterson had died in his
absence.)
Murray lead the team through a fortified gap
in the perimeter wire, ever watchful for traces of the enemy and across the battlefield
into the banana plantation.

From the Fire Support Base, my mates, Jack
Lawson , Lyn Stutley Glen Weise and I were
sent by helicopter to the American Bien Hoa
Airbase, for a medical check over. The following day we were flown to the 1st Australian
Hospital in Vung Tau.

I looked up from my position behind the fallen banana trees. Jack Lawson, Lyndon Stutley, Glen Weise and myself could hear a
strange sound; a brushing, rustling sound. It
came from our right, our left and in front of
us. With the machine gun cocked and our
rifles ready for action, we lay tensed, trigger
fingers quivering. At point back range, directly in front of us, we heard an Australian voice
call out. “Where are
you? ” …………….. It was Murray.

Several weeks later I was transferred by
medivac Hercules transport from 1st Australian Hospital, to the
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital. This trip
was via a British Airbase in Malaya, then Darwin and Richmond Airbase in N.S.W. a convoy of military ambulances took us to Casula
Military Hospital then the following day by
T.A.A commercial flight from Kingsford Smith
airport to Essendon Airport where I was met
by my wife and family.

Thirty Self Loading Rifles hip high, poised at
the ready, held by green garbed Aussies were
pointed at us. They had walked abreast
sweeping the area with their rifles from left
to right in unison; each protecting the other.
The sound we heard was the swishing of
their footsteps in unison, as they made
their way through loose and fallen leaves of
the banana plantation.
It was an unusual noise and very, very frightening.

The next day and for some weeks later I was
an out-patient of the Heidelberg Repatriation
Hospital but it wasn’t long before I was admitted to the hospital for repairs to my tendons in my left arm, and a scar repair was
performed and with a lot of physiotherapy
my wrist was moving and my fingers slowly
regained their movement and strength.
The long hours of recuperation gave me the
time to put pen to paper and I wrote and
thanked Lady
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Casey for the book she sent me.

RAE ASSOCIATION ON PARADE MELBOURNEANZAC DAY 2018 IN PHOTOS

In the book "Tides and Eddies.", on pages 115,
131, 178 and 195 are pencil marks where typing and grammatical mistakes have been identified. I have assumed from these marks that,
this book was privately owned by Lady Casey
and that she made the amendments.
The book is inscribed in the inside cover
Sapper Robert Creek
With best wishes
From
Maie Casey
Canberra
6 – 1 – 68.
Shortly afterwards a reply arrived; again a
hand printed reproduction of a sketch titled
Signed
“Gilray” per MC ‘65 It depicted a couple dancing, it reads:
"Thank you so much for your letter from Heidelberg which only reached me a few days
ago. Sorry to hear you have been wounded,
but I am glad it is no worse and that this break
gives you the chance to see your wife, all the
best wishes to you both.
Maie Casey.”
Indeed it did. My wife visited me every day,
for several weeks; in Ward 2 West, after a very
busy day at work in the city and again at the
weekends. She is a very dedicated wife. By
this time we had been married just five
months.
I have reflected on the mate-ship I experienced, the love of my wife, the tragedy of war
and the hours of enjoyment I received in reading these two novels written by a remarkable
woman - Lady Maie Casey.
Her generosity and her concern for us, soldiers, made me feel as if I had really met her a
privilege that was never to be.
Our relationship was a very respectful postal
friendship between a lady and a sapper.
THE END
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Above: RAE Association Victoria approaching the Shrine of Remembrance.
Below: Sappers once again, ably supported by Melbourne High School
Army Cadet Unit. Special thanks to CAPT (AAC) S. Huysing
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WELFARE AND WELLBEING
RINGWOOD RSL President’s Column

WELFARE and SUPPORT
Sapper Summit recognizes the demands placed on
individuals through their military service. Through
Sapper Summit, the RAE Association (Vic) aims to
provide information to the Sapper Community on
support and welfare services available both locally
and nationally. The Association also aims to
promote welfare, well being awareness and
education. Members have suggested the
following support services.

From the Editor: David submitted an article for the mid
year edition of Sapper Summit. As we were unable to
publish that edition, I have included David’s mid year
and end of year articles in this edition of the magazine.
As always, they make for informative and thought
provoking reading. Editor

agree on issues but we must give space for
others to disagree with us. If we continue to
go down the pathway we are now on, we will
end up with a virtual dictatorship where
diverging viewpoints are not tolerated and
those who express them hauled before courts
and tribunals to be punished for expressing
their ideas. Already it seems that everywhere
you turn interest groups and their followers
rail against any that do not agree with their
point of view and in too many cases do so
with violence.
The diggers of World War 1 would surely be
perplexed as the impact of ideology based
intolerance spreads like a cancer across the
community. If we continue to let this happen
the freedoms ADF members fought for will be
lost and we must not let apathy be the avenue
through which our way of life is changed.

Where to our freedoms?
I look with increasing concern at the tone of
public debate on important national issues
and the role being played by the media in
advocating the various agendas it adopts.
What now seems to pass for discussion on
policy issues is increasingly becoming a one
sided push for ideas and agendas by the
various commentators who have access to
media outlets. There is a concerted campaign
to stifle the voices of those who wish to put an
alternative view to those held by some of the
more vocal media commentators and interest
groups who support their ideas. The use of the
tools of government in an attempt to shut
down so called “dissenting voices” is a very
worrying development. What has happened
to our easy going tolerance of one another?
Surely it is time to take stock of where we are
headed with increasing political correctness.
Without question we need to respect each
other but this involves respecting the right of
others to have different points of view and
express themselves. We don’t all have to

Ringwood Sub Branch Club News
Securing our Future
As we get further into planning for the future
of the Sub Branch, the complexities are
becoming more evident. We are continually
updating our strategic business case and
adding detail to the plan for our future. We
have developed a timetable which continues
to be refined to ensure it allows for all
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processes to be catered for in the timeline and
are properly sequenced. The Maroondah
Council has just released its revised draft
Ringwood Major Activities Centre Master Plan.
This will have a positive impact on the Sub
Branch as the Sub Branch location will be
included in the activities allowing more
appropriate development of the site in the
future. Essentially we are a bridge between
the Ringwood activities centre and the
residential nature of the neighbourhood
behind our site. As well the Sub Branch
Redevelopment Project Team is having
ongoing discussions with the Maroondah
Sports Club about a possible shared future. It
is also evaluating the possibility of a major
development of the present site. The project
is still in its very early stages and any definite
proposal on the future is a number of years
away.
Welfare and Pension Support
We are presently reviewing the arrangements
to provide these services to our members and
the veteran community in Maroondah. We
need to ensure we are as effective as we can
be in this area and have looked at how a
‘Wellbeing Community Hub’ could be
developed. A possible model being considered
is the ‘Oasis Centre” in Townsville. This
veteran centre brings together service
provision and referral services in a
coordinated manner under one roof. It is
supported by all the Ex Service Organizations
in Townsville. We are looking at how we could
better
coordinate our
and
kindred
organizations veteran support efforts to
improve them perhaps under the ‘Oasis’
banner. The pension office is there to support
all ex-service personnel and help them to
compile and submit claims for DVA support.
We seek to provide expert advice and support
to the ex-service members and their families
facing difficulties or just in need of advice on
support services provided by DVA, local
government or community organizations. If
you need advice or assistance please call the

Sub Branch Welfare Coordinator on 98706604.
Deakin Community Awards 2018
Two members of the Sub Branch were
nominated for Deakin Community Awards;
Edna Johnson for her untiring work supporting
the Women’s’ Auxiliary and Therese
Woodward for her work and leadership
supporting the Ringwood War Widows. Hearty
congratulations to both ladies on having their
volunteer work recognized in such a public
way.
Poppy Appeal
This year the RSL
statewide is hoping to
raise
$3m.
Our
Appeals Officers (Peter
and Fay Harvey) are
looking for help to sell
“poppies” locally and
volunteers will be
welcomed with open
arms.
Vietnam Veterans Day
Lunch
The Sub Branch and
VVAA held the Annual Lunch to mark the
Vietnam Conflict and recognise the service
personnel who fought for Australia in that war
on the 15th August. Some 120 people attended
and listened with interest to the Key Note
Speaker, Secretary Department of Veteran
Affairs (MajGen Liz Cosson) outline how DVA
will continue to tranform itself to better serve
Australias veterans and their families.
Centenary of the Armistice
This coming 11th November is the 100th
anniversary of the signing of the Armistice to
end World War 1. We will be holding a special
commorative Service at the Ringwood Clock
Tower Memorial to mark this occasion.
Assembly is at 10:30 with the service to
commence at 11:00
You are welcome
Our club facilities provide welcoming
atmosphere for members, guests and their
families and a place to relax with friends and
family. We have updated some of the
furniture for the comfort of members and
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kindergarten and medical support. This
commitment will be an enduring legacy
coming out of the four years of the Centenary
of ANZAC commemorations.
A key initiative related to the Covenant is the
Veteran Card. As such, the card is in effect
simply an ID card, issued by a recognised
authority and therefore having official status
that can then be recognised by companies or
organisations offering discounts or other
benefits. Anyone who is eligible for a DVA
White, Gold or Orange card will be eligible for
the Veteran Card, including veterans who are
transitioning or have transitioned from the
Australian Defence Force (ADF). It also
includes certain Reservists. The Veteran Card
will support up to 600,000 veterans, in
Australia. This initiative will formally start in
December 2018. However businesses,
organisations and individuals can choose to
make use of the existing DVA White, Gold and
Orange cards at any time.
The leadership of the veterans’ community
has achieved a significant milestone with
these commitments and has ensured
veteran’s issues are now part of the national
conversation where previously we have
struggled to get recognition both within
parliament and in the community at large.
Effective Advocacy and the Australian
Defence Community
The Defence Force Welfare Association
conducted an Open Forum at the Ringwood
RSL Sub Branch recently. The theme was,
“Effective Advocacy and the Australian
Defence Community”. Attendees were a crosssection of leaders of veteran’s organisations,
individual veterans, and others interested in
the future of veteran advocacy. It was well
attended and well received.
It was agreed that the veteran organisations
(ESOs) are now operating in a changing
environment. To be effective and to represent
the evolving mix of veterans and their

welcome those who wish to relax and chat
over coffee. We regularly review the bistro
menu to update it and include weekly specials.
The children’s playroom remains very popular.
Every Friday night there is live entertainment
in the ANZAC Bar and a member’s draw with
cash prizes up to $500.
Other activities include the giant raffle on the
26th October and the Christmas raffle on the
21st December. Each raffle has 50 draws for
prizes ranging from large screen TVs and other
electronic devices, weekends away for couples
to garden tools and everything in between.
Ringwood RSL free smart phone app
To keep up to date with Sub Branch news and
events, download our free app on your smart
phone.
Formal Commitment towards Veterans
Many of us will not have missed the PM’s
recent statement on a “Defence Veterans
Covenant” and the Opposition’s commitment
to enact a “Military Covenant”. These
commitments have come after a number of
years work by the national leadership of the
veterans’ community to have service in the
ADF recognized as being unique from other
occupations in the community. This
uniqueness has now been accepted by
parliament and is regularly referred to in
speeches by parliamentarians form all
persuasions. The next step in this process is
the enactment of a “covenant” to publicly
recognize the role played by our defence
personnel in a way that will encourage both
public and private institutions to ensure they
eliminate practices that act as a detriment
(however inadvertent they may be) to our
defence and veteran families. The demands of
the ADF on its personnel and their families put
them in a unique position that on discharge
can work against their interests particularly in
regards to employment opportunities and in
accessing government and family related
services such as access to child care,
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presented issues demands a singular focus on
relevance rather than relying on the comfort
of history and past practices.
If they are to remain organisations of
consequence ESOs must be prepared to adapt
and focus on the future. This is a challenge
many are fearful of contemplating.
See the Forum’s presentations at:
https://sites.google.com/dfwaq.o…/openforum-ringwood-nov-18
Ringwood Sub Branch Club News
Securing our Future
We continue to progress the proposed
redevelopment of the Sub Branch premises
with two consortiums as well as having
ongoing discussions with the Maroondah
Sports Club (MSC) about a possible shared
future. We are contemplating a major
development of the present site as well as
exploring possibilities with the MSC. The
project is still in its very early stages and any
definite proposal on the future is still to be
fully developed.
Welfare and Pension Support
We continue to refine the arrangements to
provide these services to our members and
the veteran community in Maroondah. We
are modelling our approach based on the
successful “Oasis Centre” in Townsville which
centre brings together service provision and
referral services in a coordinated manner
under one roof. The pension office is part of
this reconfiguring and is there to support all
ex-service personnel and help them to
compile and submit claims for DVA support.
We seek to provide expert advice, referrals
and support to the ex-service members and
their families facing difficulties or just in need
of advice on support services provided by
DVA, local government or community
organizations. If you need advice or assistance
please call Nicole the Sub Branch Oasis
Welfare Coordinator on 98706604.
Poppy Appeal

This year’s appeal has been very successful
with more than $50,000 being donated by the
local community for our support services to
veterans and their families in our surrounding
area. We are very rateful to our Appeals
Officers (Peter and Fay Harvey) and their
volunteers which this year included members
of the Outer Eastern Vietnam Veterans
Association.
Centenary of the Armistice

The 11th November 2018 marked the 100th
anniversary of the signing of the Armistice to
end World War 1. The commorative Service at
the Ringwood Clock Tower Memorial was
supported by a catafalque party from 22
Engineer Regiment in a very professional
manner.
As well as the Clock Tower Service, we
conducted a “Last Post” Ceremony at the
Ringwood Town Square outside the
Maroondah Council “Realm” building adjacent
to the entrance to David Jones. This ceremony
was observed by a small but appreciative
crowd who assembled just before 11AM.
You are welcome
Our club facilities provide welcoming
atmosphere for members, guests and their
families and a place to relax with friends and
family. We welcome serving and former
members and their families who wish to relax
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Above: Ringwood MLA Dee Ryall and RSL President David Jamison Remembrance Day 2018

RAE DIRECTOR APPOINTED FOR
YOUNG DIGGERS

and chat over coffee. We regularly review the
bistro menu to update it and include weekly
specials. The children’s playroom remains
very popular. Every Friday night there is live
entertainment in the ANZAC Bar and a
member’s draw with cash prizes up to $500.
Other activities include the Christmas raffle
on the 21st December with 50 draws for
prizes ranging from large screen TVs and
other electronic devices, Christmas hampers
to garden tools and everything in between.
Next year we will conduct two major raffles
with the first one in June with an MG SUV as
the major prize. Tickets will be available from
1 Jan 2019.
Ringwood RSL free smart
phone app
To keep up to date with Sub
Branch news and events,
download our free app on your
smart phone.

By Don Hughes
Victorian Sapper, Laurie Mann, has been
appointed the Victorian & Tasmanian Director
of the countries most popular Veteran
Assistance Dog Training and support
organisation – YOUNG DIGGERS.
Victoria’s State Co-ordinator for Young
Diggers, Carol Doyle (the wife of a Vietnam
Veteran), is glad and excited to have the exRAE WO1 on board. Carol has spent 5 years
building a vibrant and capable Assistance Dog
Training facility at the beautiful Melton RSL
“Willows” facility in western Melbourne.
Fully accredited Dog Trainers, Bridgette …..
and Christine ….. have trained numerous dogs
for Veterans with post trauma issues.
New administrative manager, Janelle ‘……… is
a welcome addition to the team handling the
ever-growing background paperwork. Carol
believes in a social and welcoming
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atmosphere at the Willows. “It is the right
environment for not only dog training: but for
the wellness of veterans and their families,”
explained Carol. She added “The BBQ’s are
legendary”.

YOUNG DIGGERS (VICTORIA) can be contacted
Adminvic@youngdiggers.com.au
Directorvictas@youngdiggers.com.au
0411208805

The Combined Tramways and Eastern
Melbourne RSL has sponsored a number of
assistance dogs. Ex RACT NCO, Mike Mosley
from the “Tramways” has seen at first hand
the value Assistance Dogs can bring. “They
really help the ongoing rehabilitation of
Veterans injured from their service.” In his
volunteer job at the Heidelberg Repatriation
Hospital, Mike visits Ward 17 where Veterans
from all conflicts heal from their sometimesunseen wounds.
Laurie is based in Horsham, but regularly visits
the big smoke. “YOUNG DIGGERS Victoria are
in a growth mode, and we need all the help
we can get” said the new volunteer Director.
“Not only in the big smoke but also in regional
areas” added Laurie.

Above: Recognizing the wonderful work of assistance
dogs, particularly with veterans, the RAE Association is
proud to have assistance dog Zeus, as our canine mascot.
Zeus was recently presented with a RAE Ceremonial
jacket from the School of Military Engineering. Look for
Zeus in Parade Dress in issue 100 of Sapper Summit.
Editor.

65

THE ANGEL SQUAD

The Angel Squad is a support group for PTSD
sufferers and PTSD-related drug and alcohol
abuse and it is run exclusively for younger ADF
veterans who have served post-1998.
The Squad provides a ‘veterans only’ support
mechanism which enables members to
maximise their efforts to reduce their PTSD
symptoms and escape drug and alcohol
dependence among people who understand
their particular problems, share their
experiences and speak their ‘language’.

The following items are reprinted from Soldier On
publications to promote the work of Soldier On and as
a service to our readers. Editor

In Brief
Hello everyone,
The festive season is here! We’ve
accomplished so much in 2018, from hosting
our first Melbourne Gala Dinner at the
National Gallery of Victoria, to our
#StrongerTogether18 national campaign,
through to our first Family Ties Weekend, as
well as holding a number of successful
Pathways Events. This does not include the
many other activities and events throughout
Victoria since January. There is lot’s going on
in Melbourne throughout the month of
December, so make sure you get out and
about and take part of what's happening.

Our program has been highly successful in
helping many young veterans regain their
health and quality of life and find a brighter
future for themselves.
Our meetings (known as ‘debriefings’) are held
in the Melbourne CBD close to Flinders Street
Station and are strongly based upon peer
support and peer counselling.
The Squad also engages in a wide range of
social, outdoor, fitness and other activities
which are made available at no cost to
members. Over the past year we have been
involved in abseiling, range shooting, 4-wheel
driving and motor sport, to name but a few.

We look forward to another exciting year in
2019 and wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a wonderful New Year! Please note that
our centre will be closed from Friday 21st
December and re-opening on Monday 7th
January 2019. Please take care over this
festive season!

Please direct all inquiries to Colleen McKenna
(Founder)
photoexplorer57@yahoo.com.au

We're on all the social media platforms!
Did you know that Soldier On has Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages? Head
on over now for the latest news and updates,
….continued p68

NB. Some eligibility criteria applies.
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Association Shirts & Caps Available to Order

MERCHANDISE
RAE Association—Victoria merchandise is
constantly changing. To check our current
offerings and to order, please visit our web
site:
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php
With many events and excursions planned for 2019,
dress the part in your association’s shirts, caps and
jackets.

RAE Association—Vic fleece jackets $50 and
matching beanies $15 now available.

“Soft Shell” jackets
and white
Association caps
are now in stock.
Check the
merchandise page
on our web site.
(model not
included) Jackets
$90

SOLDIER ON
“Supporting Our Wounded Warriors”
Visit: www.soldieron.org.au
RAE Association (Vic) is a proud supporter of

SOLDIER ON
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pictures and information about events, and to
see what's happening around the country!
Don't forget to like, subscribe, and leave a
couple of comments!

Australian War Memorial
Wreath Laying Ceremony
Again in 2018, the RAE Association Victoria
attended the Last Post Ceremony at the
Australian War Memorial on 6th June– the
anniversary of the detonation of the mines
under Hill 60, in the Ypres Salient during
World War 1.
We see this as an important opportunity to
recognize all who have served the nation,
especially the sappers, at the national war
memorial.
This year, the Association was represented by
President, Bill Van Ree. Vice President Ted
Boltong and Committee Member Graeme
Lambert. These members who also joined by
Maureen Van Ree and Christine Beswick who
although not veterans, represented to often
overlooked group who also serve the
nation...those who at home supporting their
service partners.
We will attend the AWM again in 2019 and
this time, we will hopefully have more
members present as we hope to include it as
part of a heritage excursion to other locations
including RAN facilities in Sydney Harbour.

Employment Opportunities
To find out more about the employment opportunities available, please contact our team at
employment@soldieron.org.au or head to:
http://bit.ly/Jobs_Portal

Upcoming Education Courses
To utilize any of these opportunities please contact
our education team at education@soldieron.org.au

Upcoming Soldier On Events and
Programs
If you would like further information or to
attend any of these activities/events please
email vic@soldieron.org.au with your details
and the event you wish to attend. Our
Victorian Programs Officer will then be in
contact to confirm registration details.

Centre Activity January 2019 – Gregory Sher
Centre, Parkville
It’s that time of the year again where the
children are home for the school holiday
Christmas break. Last September Soldier On
hosted a school holiday activity was a huge
success and we are currently in the process of
organising another fantastic activity for both
the parents and children in January 2019. Be
sure to keep updated with our social media
feeds and also our mid-month December
newsletter for further information.
Mental Health Line 1800 011 511
The Mental Health Line is a single number,
state-wide 24-hour mental health telephone
access service. Anyone with a mental health
issue can use the Mental Health Line to speak
with a mental health professional and be
directed to the right care for them.

Editor’s Note: At the time of publishing, our 2019
events calendar has not been finalized. That should
occur within the next few weeks. Please check our
web site for a full calendar of commemorative,
heritage and social events.
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2018 CHRONICLE
ANOTHER ACTIVE YEAR FOR YOUR ASSOCIATION

ANZAC Day
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Below: Annual Sapper Muster

Above and Above Right-Fort Queenscliff Excursion
Below: Development of our Historical and Heritage
assets and recording of Sapper History in Victoria.
Right: Peacekeepers’ Memorial Repatriation Hospital.
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Australian War Memorial—Remembering the Fallen and those who have served.

Above: Reserve Forces Day. Final Melbourne Parade.
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Clockwise: Waterloo Dinner, Corps Birthday, 22ER Family Day, Remembrance Day 2018

Left: Christmas
Drinks at 22 ER
Left and Below:
Vietnam Veterans’
Museum Excursion
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About the RAE Association (Victoria) Inc
Vision Statement
The Royal Australian Engineers Association (Victoria) Incorporated will be the most relevant and
recognized Sapper Association in Victoria with substantial membership and an enhance profile
and standing within the serving and retired sapper community.
Mission Statement
To promote the wellbeing and betterment of our members along with serving and retired
sappers by the provision of a collegiate sapper association that values and promotes
comradeship, esprit de corps, service identity and traditions.
Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Increase the Association's membership.
Develop the capacity of the Association to communicate with the serving and retired sapper
community through the enhancement of the Association's journal "Sapper Summit" and
through an internet presence.
Establish and enhance the relevance of the Association to all sappers - serving and retired.
Undertake the research and recording of sapper history in Victoria.
Provide sappers with an organized identity for participation in ANZAC Day and other
commemorative events.
Promote the achievements of 22 Engineer Regiment and those of its members.
Disseminate information relating to sapper events and activities.
Recognize and acknowledge excellence and achievement within the sapper community.
Provide and promote awareness of welfare issues and resources relevant to service
personnel.
Promote mateship.
Promote esprit de corps between all members of the sapper family.
Maintain and promote the traditions and achievements of the Australian Defence Force in
general and the Royal Australian Engineers in particular.
Seek continual improvement in administrative practices to ensure members receive optimal
value for the membership fees and donations.
Liaise with and develop co-operative working arrangements with like organizations and
associations.
Formally develop succession planning for key appointments within the Association.
Raise funds to support these objectives and other Association priorities that may arise from
time to time
For full details and news about the Association’s projects and events, or to download an
application form click on: www.raevictoria.asn.au
You can request an application form from:
The Secretary
RAE Association Victoria Inc
c/- 22 Engineer Regiment
56B Dublin Road
RINGWOOD EAST VIC 3135
73

Join Us—Royal Australian Engineers Association (Vic) Inc
Membership Categories

1. Ordinary Members and Associate Members (members who support the Association but do
not meet service membership criteria) who pay their subscriptions by 1st of January receive a
receipt.
2. Concessional Life Membership. A member, who upon reaching the age of 65years (prior to
1st of January of the membership year) may elect to make a one off payment equal to ten times
the annual subscription for an Ordinary Member. Such members will be granted Concessional
Life Membership with no further fees being payable. They will receive a letter from the
Committee to confirm the granting of this category of membership.
3. Complementary Life Membership. A member who has made a significant contribution to
the Association either by way of a substantial financial or memorabilia donation, maybe awarded
a Complementary Life Membership together with a letter from the committee confirming the
granting of this membership.
4. Honorary Life Membership. Members over the age of 80 will be awarded Honorary Life
Membership in recognition of their age status and contribution to both the community and the
Corps. They will receive a letter from the committee confirming the granting of this
membership.
5. Honorary Life Membership. Members who have made and outstanding contribution to the
Association will be awarded Honorary Life Membership together with a framed certificate
confirming the granting of this membership.
In categories 3 and 5, nominations are to be submitted to the committee with supporting
justification and documentation. Nominations will be considered n a case by case basis.
Membership of the RAE Association Victoria costs $20 per year with subscriptions due on 1
January each year. All members will receive an electronic copy of each issue Sapper Summit, the
magazine of the Association. Hard copies will be available to members without email. Members
can choose to receive coloured, hard copies in addition to their e-copies for an additional
subscription fee. Contact the Secretary for details.
Applicants over the age of 65 may elect to pay ten times the annual fee to receive lifetime
membership. Fees are not required from applicants over the age of 80.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC
ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP

Jim Davis
Honorary Secretary
28 Ireland Avenue
WANTIRNA SOUTH, Vic 3152 E-mail: jdavis01@bigpond.net.au
(Signed application can be emailed as above or alternatively a hard signed copy posted to the Secretary)
**SURNAME: _____________________________________
**GIVEN NAMES: __________________________________________
#PREFERRED NAME ______________________________________
**DATE OF BIRTH:

/

/

#NAME OF PARTNER/NOK: ________________________________

**YOUR ADDRESS & P/CODE: ________________________________________________________________
**PHONE: (H):_______________________ (W):____________________
(M):______________________
**E-MAIL:____________________________
#REGIMENTAL/PMKEYS No.______________________
#APPROXIMATE DATES OF SERVICE

#RANK: ________________________________
/

/

TO

/

/

**AWARDS/DECORATIONS HELD: ________________________________________________
#DETAILS OF SERVICE AND UNITS (any approximate dates would be useful)
________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________ _______________ _____________ __________________________
If more space is needed please use back of form.
**CURRENT OCCUPATION/PROFESSION: ____________________________________________________
** Mandatory information required for compliance and management purposes.
# Optional information but would be helpful if provided
**SIGNED:

____________________________________________

/

/

Wish to become a member of The Royal Australian Engineers Association of Victoria Incorporated (RAE Association (Vic) Inc.). In
the event of my admission as a member, I agree to:
Support the purposes of the Association.
Comply with the Constitution of the Association.
Note:
Under the Application for Membership clause in the Association Constitution, a person who wishes to join the Association must submit a signed written application to a committee member, and agree to the two items 1 & 2 listed above.
Constitution is readily available on the Association’s website (www.raevictoria.asn.au) or by contacting the Secretary
Partner/NOK – (optional)
information would be of assistance as an alternative point of contact for the member
Dates of Service, Service & Units served (optional) - would assist in understanding your service history and confirm your qualification for membership.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE FOR 2018 HAS BEEN SET AT $20.00 AND IS PAYABLE NOW WITH YOUR APPLICATION. ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY AT THE AGM. PAYMENT CAN BE MADE BY CHEQUE OR DIRECT CREDIT (see below). SHOULD YOU WISH TO MAKE A DONATION, REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT, IT WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED AND ALLOW THE ASSOCIATION TO CONTINUE ITS WORK WITH IMPORTANT PROJECTS
Payment can now be made by electronic transfer. Please use the details below and during the transfer ensure that
you show your name in the reference box. Show here that you sent subs/donation electronically on
/
/
and amount $
.
BANK – Westpac Banking Corp: BSB 033181 - Account No 169032 Account Name RAE Association (Vic) Inc.
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