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SAPPER SUMMIT SUPPORT
SAPPER SUMMIT

Can you help with news items, suggestions, and letters
to the editor, etc. Send them to either:
Austin Byrne on Tel: (03) 9803 1061
email to: austbyrne@netspace.net.au OR

Sapper Summit is produced four times a year
By the RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage
Association Inc. (Reg No. A0046126U.)

Bruce Campbell on Tel: (03) 9568 0320
email: bandbcampbell@optusnet.com.au

The President is Maj Bruce Campbell (Rtd)
The Secretary/Editor is Maj Austin Byrne (Rtd)

Our target dates for articles for the remaining 2013
issues are:
May issue
by 5 May
August issue
by 2 August
November issue by 18 October

Mail can be sent to:
The Editor, Sapper Summit,
RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association Inc,
C/- Oakleigh Barracks,
1318 North Road,
OAKLEIGH SOUTH, VIC, 3167.

Note that articles or opinions of authors or contributors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the
position of the Association. The format and clarity of
the articles is the responsibility of the contributor.

Sapper Summit Subscriptions
We are seeking subscriptions for the 2013 for Sapper Summit.
Sapper Summit is provided free to all serving Sappers in Victoria, mainly via email. Complimentary copies
are also forwarded to our Associations and to interstate RAE Units. Any costs for these groups are picked
up by the Corps Committee.
Everyone else is a general subscriber, and has two options:
 A colored email version for $5 per year, or a black and white mailed-out copy for $15 per year.
There are 4 issues per year. Subscribers who are retired Sappers can also pay the Corps Subscription.
There is a return proforma with this issue.

guarded the sea-lane from Europe to India and Asia.
Refusing to live under foreign colonial rule, and
against the British ban on slavery that had evolved
from 1828-34, some 10 000 Boers left the Cape in
1836, moved northwards on the 'Great Trek' inland
and set up the Transvaal Republic, also called the
South African Republic, and Orange Free State.
In 1868, the British annexed Basutoland,
today’s independent kingdom Lesotho, in the Drakensberg Mountains, following an appeal from
Moshesh. Leader of a mixed group of African refugees from the Zulu Wars, he sought protection from
the Boers. The 1884-85 Berlin Conference firmed up
boundaries between the European powers' African
possessions, but also generated further dispute.
In the 1880s, Bechuanaland (modern Botswana, located north of the lower Orange River) provoked turmoil between the Germans to the west in
South-West Africa, the Boers to the east, and the
British Cape Colony to the south. Although Bechuanaland then had no economic value (it has now,
thanks to its abundant minerals), the ‘Missionaries

Rob Youl’s Column
The Anglo-Boer Wars
Readers may recall I visited South Africa last October
for a Landcare conference. I made quite a few friends,
including several Afrikaaners whose forefathers had
probably fought in the Boer Wars (there were two). My
great-uncle did, by the way—I met him once in the
early 1950s. Moreover our local park has a stylish marble drinking fountain commemorating Charles Moore,
rank unrecorded, who died at Doornbosch on 13 May
1901. Before summarising what I’ve read about our
opposition in this fascinating conflict I must acknowledge this author: LH Perrett FAHRI (2007 via the AWM).
Wikipedia as expected also has a great deal on the era.
‘Boer’ is a Dutch word meaning ‘farmer’. Their
hard, hardy and hard-working Dutch, Huguenot and
German ancestors settled on the Cape of Good Hope
from 1652. The East India Company governed that region for over a century. After several earlier attempts,
Britain took over the colony in 1814, mainly because it
2

Road’ passing through it linked the south with the territories further north. After the Germans in 1884 annexed Damaraland and Namaqualand, modern Namibia, the British claimed Bechuanaland in 1885.
Going back a few years, the First Boer War, in
1880–81, saw the British defeated when they tried to
take over Transvaal Republic. Gladstone’s government,
unwilling all along to become bogged in a distant expensive war, which needed substantial troops and resources, and seeing the returns as minimal, agreed to
an armistice. Subsequently it signed a peace treaty with
Transvaal’s President Paul Kruger.
However, Britain’s stance rapidly changed in
1886, when Australian prospector George Harrison discovered gold in an outcrop on a major east-west ridge
sixty kilometres south of the Boer capital, Pretoria. The
ridge, known locally as Witwatersrand (‘white water
ridge’—a watershed), turned out to be the world's largest deposit of gold-bearing ore. Though not as rich as
finds in Canada and Australia, its consistency especially
suited industrial mining. Thousands of British and other
prospectors and settlers rushed to Transvaal, including
from over the border in Cape Colony, British since the
early 1800s.
A shanty-town, Johannesburg, rapidly emerged
as uitlanders (outsiders, non-Boer whites) flooded in
and settled around the mines, soon outnumbering
Boers along the Rand, although overall remaining a minority in Transvaal. The Boers, predictably upset by the
incomers’ increasing numbers, economic power and
potential influence, imposed lengthy residential qualifying periods before voting rights could be obtained,
taxed the miners, and introduced heavy licensing, tariffs and administrative requirements. Tension mounted
as several issues emerged.
Well established uitlanders, such as mining
magnates, wanted political, social and economic freedom: a stable constitution, fair franchise laws, an independent judiciary and better education. The Boers however saw that, with some 30 000 white male Boer voters and a potential 60 000 white male uitlanders, they
faced losing their independence, followed by absorption into the British Empire.
Uitlanders also resented the Transvaal government diverting tax collected in Johannesburg to projects elsewhere. Industry was certainly a milch cow.
One example: with the gold-bearing ore sloping deeply
southwards, miners required vast quantities of explosives. The five-pound cost of a box of dynamite, included five shillings tax. Not only was this deemed exorbitant, British interests naturally resented Kruger granting the monopoly to Nobel, a Swedish company. This
festered away to become a pretext for war.
Continuing his rejection of Britain, in 1894–95
Kruger proposed building a railway through Portuguese
East Africa to Delgoa Bay, bypassing British ports in Natal and Cape Town and avoiding British tariffs. In particular, the then Prime Minister of Cape Colony, mining
entrepreneur Cecil Rhodes, with his vision of a British

East Africa—from the Cape to Cairo—found this highly
unpalatable. (The railway was built—and was war correspondent Winston Churchill’s escape route.)
Self-appointed uitlander representatives and
British mine owners, increasingly angered and frustrated with the Transvaal government, launched the
Reform Committee (Transvaal) to represent the incomers.
Colonial statesman Leander Starr Jameson led
Rhodesian and Bechuanaland policemen in a farcical
move on Pretoria over the New Year weekend of 1895–
96. Intended to trigger an uitlander uprising, it failed
miserably through botched communications and internal disputes on constitutional detail. However it helped
bring on the Second Boer War. In Transvaal, Kruger imported 37 000 clip-loading Mauser rifles—Germanmade but with a touch of American ingenuity; 40-50
million rounds of smokeless ammunition; and the latest
European artillery. By October 1899 the Transvaal State
Artillery had 73 guns, 59 of them new, including Krupp
armaments, four 155mm Creusot fortress guns from
France and twenty-five 37mm Maxim Nordenfelt guns
from Britain. The Boers’ insoluble problem remained,
how to live with uitlanders but retain independence.
When Transvaal allied with Orange Free State,
Britain sent additional troops to South Africa. On 10
October 1899, Kruger made an ultimatum demanding
British forces leave the Cape and Natal. This was not
feasible and hostilities commenced next day when the
Boers invaded Natal and Cape Colony. Notwithstanding
this, many Boers did not want war.
As in 1880-81, except for the Staatsartillerie in
their light green uniforms, the Boers were informal militiamen; each man wore what he wished, usually his
everyday grey, neutral-coloured or khaki farming
clothes—often a jacket, trousers and slouch hat. All the
burghers (citizens) in a district traditionally formed a
military unit called a commando and elected officers. A
full-time official, a veldkornet, maintained rolls, but had
no disciplinary powers. Each man brought his own
weapon and horse. Those unable to afford a rifle received one from the authorities. The presidents of
Transvaal and Orange Free State simply signed mobilisation decrees, and within a week the commandos
mustered between 30-40 000 men.
The war had three phases, the first from October 1899 to February 1900 with Sir Redvers Buller VC
the major British commander. Highly mobile Boer invaders, mostly farmers on small horses with Mausers,
supported by field guns, won battles in December at
Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso. In contrast,
besieging Mafeking, Ladysmith and Kimberley, however
long, probably achieved little strategically. Spion Kop
followed in January 1900, another British disaster, and
Vaal Krantz. Boer tactics of concealment, ambush, hit
the target and run were very effective; and they quickly
mastered field gunnery. Moreover, unknown to Britain,
they maintained an excellent intelligence network.
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The second phase under Lord Roberts VC
lasted ten more months, when British and colonial reinforcements arrived in number (in all 110 000), pushing
the Boers back and capturing cities and mines in the
republics. Although it had not been easy for the British
commanders and troops, with their sometimes inferior
weapons, to change from Crimean-style tactics to those
of the US Civil War, in South Africa the fighting seemed
over. Handing over to his chief of staff, General Lord
Kitchener, the British commander, Lord Roberts, returned home a hero, together with large contingents of
troops. The war however entered a new but still furious
phase, with the Boers dispersing in small mobile guerrilla groups using ambush tactics across the region.
Kitchener sought reinforcements, and organised powerful mounted columns which seized supplies, destroyed
farms and homes and killed livestock—a ‘scorched
earth’ policy, with 30 000 houses torched. Kitchener’s
troop also built 8000 blockhouses, generally less than a
mile apart, and linked with barbed wire entanglements
to encircle the Boers—a sapper feat indeed. The British
also imprisoned women and children, in some thirtyfour, maybe more, concentration camps—apparently
the origin of the name. (I saw the site of one near Mafikeng—formerly Mafeking.) The total imprisoned has
been given as 116 500; black Africans were incarcerated
too, and African women raped.

British social activist Emily Hobhouse shocked
the world, including many combatants, when she revealed these horrors. Finally, the Boers realised that the
fighting was pointless, sought peace, and signed the
Treaty of Vereeniging in Pretoria on 31 May 1902;
thereafter they became British subjects.
Their brave, straightforward leader Paul Kruger
had well sustained his people during the hard years. On
31 May 1910, the Union of South Africa emerged, a self
-governing dominion largely led by Boer generals. Despite their many good points, the new rulers failed to
grant legal equality to Black and Coloured citizens, as
the British had promised. Subsequent governments
kept this up for decades, and eventually apartheid appeared.
Most Australians served in mounted colonial
and Commonwealth units, known variously as Bushmen, Mounted Rifles, Imperial Bushmen, Australian
Commonwealth Horse and Light Horse. They fought at
Belmont, Modder River, the relief of Kimberley, Paardeberg, Driefontein, Johannesberg, Diamond Hill, Belfast,
Mafeking, Elands River and Onverwacht and many
other locations. War correspondent Arthur Conan
Doyle lauded our soldiers’ performance at Elands River.
One of his press colleagues was Banjo Paterson, whose
poem ‘Jock’ equally eulogises Scottish troops, in this
case the Black Watch, the Forty-second.

Melrose House, Pretoria
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There was another Black Watch: apparently 25 000 indigenous South Africans served as PoW guards, another
15 000 rode in the British mobile columns, and still
more maintained railways and roads and worked the
mines. Interestingly, the Boers attracted some

apparently led to social and health reforms at home in
the next decades. The Boer way of life was greatly
strained.
For Australia, it was our longest and most difficult colonial war. Our men quickly showed they were
superb soldiers, skilled in bushcraft, riding and shooting
and physically tough. After 1901, with the Commonwealth despatching contingents to South Africa, it was
our first conflict as a nation. Some 23 000 Australians,
including sixty nurses, and 6000 New Zealanders
served; 520 and 232 respectively died. As the protoANZAC campaign, it forged our alliance with the Kiwis,
and inducted many into military life who would command our forces well in World War I. We earned our
first six VCs there, the ‘rising sun’ badge’ appeared on
our slouch hats, and we formed our first light horse
units. And it brought us Breaker Morant.

aristocratic and other European adventurers, and
enough Irishman to form two brigades. These several
thousand men swore an oath and got food, weapons,
equipment and horses from the Boers, but no pay.
It took 430 000 Empire troops almost two and
a half years to subdue some 45 000 Boer militiamen,
the most they could field at any one time, although it
seems their force totalled around 80 000. The Boers
lost 8000 men. British troops suffered from low morale
and disease, often exacerbated by the Boers’ continual
sniping, which confined the Tommies to insanitary
trenches.
Around 8000 died in action and over 13 000 from disease, and observations on their poor general fitness

…. Rob Youl

The Voortrekkers Monument on a Hill above Pretoria — Opened in 1949

How Rob Youl Finds A Topic
It never amazes me, but Rob keeps finding topics. Here is his latest brief note:
Talking to a Di, fellow student at my painting class.
I discovered her father was Lieutenant Colonel (?) Gyngell-Taylor. He served in New Guinea and Borneo, and after
the War started a building company, Gyngell… (?). Many of its 350-strong workforce had served with Colonel
Gyngell. He died in ????, aged 94.
I guarantee this will develop into an article!
… The Editor
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Coming Events:
EXCURSION … Warning Order

THE 2013 SIR CLIVE STEELE LECTURE

We are organising an excursion for May to
Historic Williamstown:
 Mystery Morning Tea and short tour stop.
 Lunch at the famous Williamstown RSL
 Free time to enjoy a ice cream or take a short
cruise around the harbour.
 Mystery Morning Tea-Free Of Charge.

The Sir Clive Steele Memorial Lecture is an
opportunity for Defence Force Engineers and civilian
counterparts to gather together and hear the latest on
current topics in the field of engineering.
Mess facilities will be available after the lecture with refreshments being served at bar prices.
The lecture will be held at Oakleigh Barracks on the
evening of

We have been offered a Community bus, which will pick
people up from Ringwood and Oakleigh —- but we are
looking for a driver!

Tuesday 14 May 2013
at 7.30 pm.
The topic is “Peace Dividend or Peace Liability —
— a Corps Q&A”.

Proposed date:
Timing: & RV:

The organisers are planning an expert Panel of senior
officers and soldiers past and present discussing the
return from operations and the consequences of peace.
In a Q&A style format, much akin to the Monday night
ABC television format, this should prove lively and interesting with the audiences questions probing and
insightful.

Friday 3 May 2012
to be advised.

There will not be another issue of Sapper Summit
beforehand. We will send an email flyer to those on our
email list, but if you want to register your interest now,
contact the Margaret Handte on 03 9879 2986 - voice
mail.
If you have an endorsed bus licence and are available
to drive the bus, ring Margaret.

RESERVE FORCES DAY MARCH
Hold Sunday 7 July free for the Reserve Forces Day
March. Details will be in the next issue.

ANNUAL 105 CONST SQN
CAMPING REUNION

Report time is 0950 hrs for march-off at 1020 hrs.
Venue:

Spouse medallions at $25 each are still available to be
issued to spouses during the ceremony.
For further information contact Bruce Campbell on
tel: (03) 9568 0320 .

Date:

West bank, Majors Creek at Mitchellstown.
(Beside the bridge on the
Mitchellstown – Greytown Road)

From Fri 17 to Sun 19 May 2013.

This weekend get together is organised by a group of
Ex-105 Const Sqn members, but is open to all.

The BUBBLEDOME PLAQUE

It is an annual event and very successful and is well
worth coming to. The chefs do a great job!
—— Bring your sleeping gear / tents . . . .
. . . plus your food and drinks.
—— Supplied: BBQs, water, etc

In the last issue, we advised that a plaque was proposed for the Bubbledome site to commemorate the
Engineer and Artillery Depots
The latest is that the plaque wording and layout has
been finalised and the design has been sent to America
for casting.

Come for the weekend, or drop-in for a few hours!
For more details, contact:
George Weeks: 03 5854 6414 Mob: 0427 546 411
Foxy:
03 5856 1696 Mob: 0439 337 470
Mitch:
03 5721 7323 Mob: 0427 429 034

There is no date yet for unveiling, but we suspect it is
likely to be about June.
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ANZAC DAY 2013

22nd Construction Regiment
The Commanding Officer and members of 22nd Construction Regiment cordially invite family, past
members, friends, associations and Employers to:
the ANZAC Day Dawn Service — Oakleigh Barracks on the 25 Apr 2013.
Host Officer:

LTCOL D.J. Potter, CSC

Timings:

Gunfire breakfast – 0500 h
Services commences - 0600 h
Services concludes – 0630 h
Breakfast – 0645 h
Commence social activities– 0700 h

Inclement weather: In the case of inclement weather, the Dawn Service will be held in the garrison
gymnasium.
Bring your Employer: Unit members are invited to bring their employers to the dawn service to share
the respect and sacrifice of service on this morning. Breakfast will be provided for your employer.

SOUTHERN REGION
OFFICERS WATERLOO DINNER 2013
At
THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SIGNALS CORPS OFFICERS MESS
SIMPSON BARRACKS, WATSONIA
21 JUN 2013 — 1900 h for 1930 h
Note — It is a Friday evening.
Contact: LT Ian Green: Mobile: 0459 816 631; Email: ian.green@defence.gov.au
7

ANZAC DAY
4CER Involvement
ANZAC day activities for the regiment are as follows:






17 Apr
21 Apr
25 Apr
25 Apr
26 Apr

Maroondah Schools Cataflauge party (Ringwood lake)
Ringwood RSL Cataflauge party and march
Ringwood RSL Dawn service
Bayswater RSL Dawn service
Billanook college Dawn service

There is no ceremony at the Depot. Contact the local RSL for the timing of the nearest Anzac Day Services

From the Units
Both 4CER and 22 Construction Regiment have recently been hit with the sudden death of serving soldiers whilst not
on duty. Our thoughts go out to their families and fellow soldiers:

8254322 LCPL Duncan John Orr

8257965 SPR Michael Weimar

25 Dec 1981 – 16 Feb 2013

17 Jun 1974- 17 Mar 2013

The 22nd Construction Regiment honours the loss of a
fine young soldier as the result of a civilian traffic accident in New Zealand. LCPL Orr was in New Zealand representing the Australian Army as part of the Tasman
Scheme and was attached to the New Zealand Army’s
2nd Engineer Regiment. He was awarded the position on
the basis of overall performance and commitment to
Defence Force Reserve service.

The 4th Combat Engineer Regiment mourns the loss of a
fine young soldier who recently passed away of natural
causes whilst at home with his family in Melbourne.
SPR Michael Weimar was a highly capable and widely
respected member of the RAE family and he contributed greatly to the 4th Combat Engineer Regiment as a
Combat Engineer and plant operator during his 12
years of service. Michael was a highly motivated young
man who displayed all the attributes and values of an
Australian soldier during his career.

His funeral was conducted on 22 February 2013, with
representation from 22nd Construction Regiment. Fellow soldier and mate, CPL Travis McInnes summarised
LCPL Orr’s character during his eulogy:
“Duncan was many things, to many people– husband,
son, brother, civil engineer and friend. He was also a
soldier in the Australian Army. Lance Corporal Duncan
Orr was a valued member of 39 Construction Squadron,
known to us as Orry–a passionate contributor, a man
who could get the job done. And he was my friend; I
will miss him dearly.

Michael’s military career included deployments to Rifle
Company Butterworth in 2004/05, Operation ACOLYTE
in 2006, Operation VIC FIRES ASSIST in 2009 and a deployment as part of the Army Aboriginal Community
Assistance Program in 2012. His passing is a tragedy
and his family and mates, both civilian and military, will
mourn his loss deeply.
Michael’s funeral was conducted on the 21st of March
2013 at Umma Mosque in Doncaster Melbourne, which
was attended by the Commanding Officer and members
of the 4th Combat Engineer Regiment and the 22nd Construction Regiment.

He was an example to us all at 39 of how to achieve
that all-important balance between work and play – he
got the job done and always had fun doing it. Duncan
was 100% committed to the choices he made. He was
committed to his friends at 39 and we are all very lucky
to have been a part of his life.”

Michael is survived by his wife Jasmeen, three month
old daughter Layla, mother Jennifer and two brothers
and sisters. Our thoughts and prayers are with them at
this time, and whilst there is little that can be done to
truly ease their pain, the unit is continuing to provide
support to the family.

Duncan is survived by his wife Anna. Our thoughts and
support are with her during this time.
… LTCOL Darren Potter
Commanding Officer

… LTCOL Glen Pilbeam
Commanding Officer
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4 CER Training Program

4 CER

The training focus for 4 CER in the first quarter
of 2013 will be with the conduct of force preservation
and individual readiness training.

4 CER: Commanding Officer’s Words

On the completion of the force preservation training
cycle, 4 CER will shift its training focus to engineer
search and demolitions training through to the end of
June. The search training will include the conduct of a
building and route search that will culminate in a scenario involving a demolitions practice.
In addition to the individual and collective
training priorities for unit’s Sappers, 8 CES will continue
to focus on training to prepare future Sappers for their
Reserve Recruit Training Course at Kapooka and Initial
Employment Training Courses at the School of Military
Engineering.
Consistent with a key outcome that will be
achieved with the merging of 4 CER and 22 Const Regt
on 1 Jan 14, both units will seek to provide resources to
support the training of each unit in 2013. In March, 4
CER will provide a section of CE’s to support a 22 Const
Regt nine day construction training activity at Puckapunyal.
The unit training program will also continue to
focus on maintaining the skills of the non-RAE members
of 4 CER.

This year will be a very busy year for the Regiment. The main effort will remain the force generation
of directed capability, which will be achieved through
the conduct of targeted individual and collective Combat Engineer and all-corps training. The secondary focus
for the Regiment will be in preparing for and managing
the merger with the 22nd Construction Regiment which
will formally take effect on 1 January 2014.
The ‘new’ unit will be named the 22nd Engineer
Regiment (22 ER) and will comprise of two Combat Engineer Squadrons (8th and 10th Combat Engineer Squadrons), a Construction Squadron (105th Construction
Squadron) and a Regimental Headquarters, which will
also include a Works Section. 22 ER will retain the existing engineer depots at Ringwood, Oakleigh and Newborough in addition to the ‘plant yard’ at Puckapunyal.
The transition to the new regimental structure commenced in 2012 with the integration of all plant and
heavy transport assets and personnel into 22 Const
Regt. This has continued into 2013 with the transfer of
selected Combat Engineers from 22 Const Regt to 4
CER. During the course of 2013 the transition will
gather pace, which will include the conduct of joint
training activities in order to enable a smooth transition
to the new regimental structure on 1 January 2014.
The unit establishment review (UER) for the
RHQ and the CE Sqns for 22 ER will be finalised in late
March. This task is consuming significant staff effort as
it is critical that the unit gains the personnel and equipment structure that will enable it to generate and sustain the capability that is demanded of it under Plan
BEERSHEBA. The outcome of this UER (and that of the
Const Sqn UER that was finalised in 2012) will determine the personnel and equipment that will be allocated to 22 ER from 2014.
4 CER enters its ‘final year’ in excellent shape
which is an absolute credit to all unit personnel. The
Regiment’s commitment to supporting domestic and
overseas operations continues unabated, and the unit
will continue to grow its CE capability which will build
on the gains that were made in 2012. We all look forward to a busy training year and the major changes
ahead that will culminate in the formation of 22 ER.

… CAPT Jason Law, Adjutant

4 CER
Key Positions 2013
(New march-ins are marked #)
Regimental Headquarters
Commanding Officer – LTCOL Glen Pilbeam
Executive Officer – MAJ Sharon Coates
Regimental Sergeant Major – WO1 Peter Stanek #
10th Combat Engineer Squadron
Officer Commanding – MAJ Russell Kirby
Second-In-Command – CAPT Francis Healy #
Squadron Sergeant Major – WO2 Fiona Ince #
Training Warrant Officer – WO2 Raymond Meehan #
8th Combat Engineer Squadron
Officer Commanding – CAPT Anthony Johnston #
Second-In-Command – CAPT David Rundell
Squadron Sergeant Major – WO2 Gordon Daly
Training Warrant Officer – WO2 Andreas Seyffer #

… LTCOL Glen Pilbeam, Commanding Officer

Note:
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LT Ian Green is back sitting in the ADJT position
whilst Capt Jason Law is deployed on
OP ANODE R30 to the Solomons until the
middle of the year.

for these issues but there remains a firm resolve to
provide good training and development opportunities that will hopefully continue to attract our soldiers on all parade occasions. Good leadership is
also key. Our New Year has already seen immediate promotions of LT’s Paul Sutton and Brad Cree
after completing their Officer First Appointment
Courses and soldiers: CPL Brett Waterford, LCPL
Rob Smith, LCPL Dean Harrison, LCPL Sarah Johnston, LCPL Susanne Lehman, and LCPL Luke Arber.
Sadly our first training weekend in February
was rocked with the news from New Zealand that
LCPL Duncan Orr had tragically passed in a pedestrian accident in the South Island area of Christchurch while on Exercise Tasman Exchange. Duncan was inside 24 hours from welcoming his beautiful wife Anna to New Zealand where they were
going to enjoy some post exercise leave together.
The Regiment with the assistance of our Kiwi
brothers in 2nd Engineer Regiment, NZDF and the
Aussie Defence Attaché in Wellington moved remarkably quick to have Duncan home within 96
hours with a fitting Ramp Ceremony in both locations. The celebration of Duncan’s life in Traralgon
on 22 Feb was an amazing affair demonstrating the
incredible life and influence he had within his community. Lest we Forget Duncan Orr.
We hope for a good training year now well
planned starting with our March nine day Construction Camp in Puckapunyal with supporting forestry
operations in Shelley in Northern Victoria. Shelley
is about 40 minutes east of Albury / Wodonga on
the Murray Valley Highway. The construction tasks
in Puckapunyal will stretch us significantly, all manpower and resources will be required and consistent with an imminent unit merger the support
from 4 CER will be critical. Excellent horizontal
tasks will see our planties test their skills like no
time in the recent past. Meanwhile our Latrobe
Valley sappers will complete advanced forestry
courses before completing milling operations in
support of the Department of Sustainability and
Environment and the High Country Railway organisation.
Our ANZAC Day in 2013 will be fitting and
poignant as always at Oakleigh Barracks as part of a
broader Garrison event. Defence efficiencies, savings and a Government wanting to return to surplus will mean external support will be limited to
volunteers only this year. Army has however given
broad approval for the wearing of uniforms by servicemen for this ANZAC Day. Our Oakleigh Service
will start at 5.30am sharp and we expect a big Garrison attendance from our sister units. As always a
big breakfast will follow with games in the messes
and a wet weather plan sorted if it’s too wet or
cold. Maximum attendance is hoped as this is due
to be the last as 22 Const Regt.

22nd Construction Regiment
CO Report
2012 was a great year for the Regiment with
many of our initiatives realised in good training and
our people recognised for their service. We had all
our deployed soldiers and officers home by Christmas which was a relief after a long year in Afghanistan, East Timor, Solomon Islands, Nauru and Manus Island. Our service was recognised with CAPT
Josh Farnsworth and CPL Mark Hicks winning the
two Victorian Prince of Wales Award opportunities.
LCPL’s Duncan Orr and Rob Camilleri also won the
only two Tasman Scheme opportunities for attachment with the NZDF 2nd Engineer Regiment on the
South Island. Many soldiers demonstrated their
appreciation and strong relationships with their
employers with many provided Employer Support
Awards through the Defence Reserve Support
Council. Finally SPR Richard Fossett of
105 Const Sqn was the Regiments only Soldiers
Medallion for 2012.
With a Unit Establishment Review (UER) in
May 2012 and the onset of PLAN BEERSHEBA we
made a very tough call, but the right call in December, when we transferred to 4 CER a Beersheba
Vanguard charged with setting the conditions for a
seamless integration into the 4 CER family come
the raising of 22 Engr Regt in January 2014. This
leadership group including senior soldiers, NCOs
and young officers, are now well embedded into 4
CER including Sqn and Tp appointments ready and
able to create challenging training programs that
are well resourced for our people on transition to
22nd Engineer Regiment in 2014.
In 2012 we were blessed to be supported by
our families and our employers, both of whom are
vitally important especially when we seek more
construction blocks of four days or greater. Our
sincerest thanks once again.
2013 is off to a flyer, I have not even put my
bags down! New Year arrivals in key appointments
include MAJ Gavin Cooper as Regimental 2IC (back
from Darwin), WO1 Steven Attleir as RSM
(immediate past SSM 105 Const Sqn), CAPT Matt
Ho as ADJT (from 4 CER), and CAPT Scott D’Rozario
(From Bde HQ and East Timor) and WO2 Michael
Hutchinson (from 4 CER) as OC and SSM 105 Const
Sqn respectively. At last our logistic and administrative support has improved with a Regimental Quartermaster and Orderly Room Sergeant finally
posted in. WO2 Ray Monck and SGT Simon Barwell
respectively fill these appointments.
The Regimental and Squadron leadership enjoyed a kick start to the year down at HMAS Cerberus over the 19 and 20 Jan 13 where perennial
issues of attendance and AIRN were discussed at
length. Arguably there will never be a silver bullet
10

Beyond May we look forward to our August
demolitions weekend where the Past Sappers will
once again be invited before another October Construction Camp where works in our refurbished
Construction compound should be complete. November will culminate our year with Unit Merger
activities again supported by the RAE Southern
Region Corps Committee, the laying up of 22nd
Construction Regiment Unit patches and badges
and the establishment t of the new 22nd Engineer
Regiment.

Many members benefited from hours of hands
on experience over the nine days. All Sappers involved
are commended for their hard work, attention to detail
and are recognised for their time taken off from civilian
commitments. Sign offs from Works Section provided
assurance that stakeholders would be pleased with the
result, and that ALTC will have a vastly improved asset
on which to conduct training.
The Exercise completed the Regiment's busy
year on a high note.
… LT Nargiza Hakimova

Ubique,

39th Construction Squadron (39CS)

… Lieutenant Colonel Darren Potter, CSC
Commanding Officer

On 18 Nov 12, 39th Construction Squadron deployed with a troop of thirty personnel from Newborough to Camp Shelley, which is located approximately
45 minutes east of Albury. The convoy consisted of 11
vehicles, which made their way through the Great Dividing Range on a journey that took 9.5 hours. On arrival at Camp Shelley, troops set about preparing stores
and vehicles for the big week ahead.
On Sunday 19 Nov 12, 91st Forestry Troop commenced milling, tree felling and cross-cut operations in
the Department of Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) controlled bushland coupe approximately 20 minutes west of Camp Shelley. This would be the first time
in recent history that 91 Forestry Troop has conducted
a complete forestry operation, combining a spectrum of
METL’s to achieve a large scale yield of construction
timber.
The Troop was tasked with the felling of approximately 120 trees and the milling of tracks required
for access into the DSE area, which had been earmarked as a future firewood coupe. The trees milled
were to fulfil a Bill of Materials (BOM) that would be
utilised by the High Country Rail Trail to refurbish two
turn-of-the-century trestle bridges for recreational public use. The BOM consisted of approximately 700
wooden structural beams, hand rails and decking. The
timber selection was based on Stringy Bark and Blue
Gum trees which reached a height of up to 30 metres.
Other factors effecting the timber selection were based
on environmental factors, such as relativity to creeks,
ground water runoff and native wildlife habitats.
As part of the operation, the troop was also
tasked with the construction of tracks required for access into the AO, which had been earmarked as a future
firewood coupe. Approximately 90 trees had been selected by DSE for the production of the construction
timber. The timber selection system outlined above was
once again used, together with the same environmental
factors.
All trees selected by the DSE were documented and their locations recorded using a GPS. This
information not only helped the DSE record the trees
removed but assisted in the planning of new access
tracks into the felled trees for milling and then retrieval

EX LAST HURRAH 16 – 25 NOV 12
22nd Construction Regiment deployed on the 16 Nov
12 for the last Exercise of 2012:

105th Construction Squadron (105 CS)
The main effort of EX Last Hurrah was upgrade
works to the B-Vehicle Sneaker Range. A secondary
task was maintenance works for Puckapunyal Primary
School. The works involved the construction of 25 mechanical target pits with associated access tracks, engagement markers, a flagpole and an ammunition shelter. Works at Puckapunyal Primary School were building
new steps, reshaping the road and culvert and cleaning
the drain.
The Plant Troop and Resource Troop excavated
the pits and prepared the forms for pouring concrete.
Once the concrete cured, besser blocks were laid forming the sides of the pit. Several members were given
the opportunity to hone their bricklaying skills, after
completing block laying courses at TAFE in the weeks
prior. The pre-cast concrete slabs were placed on top
and the entire structure was covered with earth.
Fifteen tracks were cut from the main road
leading to pits on either side. These were filled with
gravel from a local quarry and compacted by plant operators. The tracks were purpose built to assist range
operators with quick access to pits, in order to place
and remove targets and to conduct efficient UXO range
clearances.
The sides of the main range road were cleared
of overgrowth and engagement markers were placed as
required. The sappers also installed an ammunition
shed, which included installing a pre-fabricated steel
structure and pouring the base slab and installing a flag
pole at range entrance.
105CS also undertook a task of opportunity at
the Engineer Compound and upgraded the area with a
new bridge and adjacent steps. The HQ buildings renovations that were conducted on EX BIG BANG were also
completed with paint works and the installation of
doors.
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of the newly created timber. Trees marked close to the
unmade road deep within the coupe initially offered
ease of access and product recovery. These marked
trees formed the initial concentration of effort whilst
further tracks were constructed deep in to the densely
forested area to be utilised later in the Exercise.
After the commencement of milling, reports
sent forward from the milling team indicated that most
of the timber gained by felling was either diseased or
insect infested. As a result, production of good quality
construction grade timber was greatly affected. Sizing
was also a factor in the felled timber as although a large
majority of production timber was around the 100mm x
150mm x 3000mm, some of the structural members
required consisted of large components like the 530mm
x 280mm x 6000mm beam required for main girder on
the trestle bridge.
It soon became evident, that in order to create
these large members, additional reconnaissance would
be needed to locate the required size trees. This was a
difficult task considering the area of operation consisted of mixed species firewood coupe, not a logging
coupe that would produce the required specifications.
Additional work methods and quality assurance measures were put in place in order to become more efficient within the time and space constraints.
As SOP’s were unavailable or unwritten at the
time, methods were developed through consultation
with subject matter experts Major Geoff Pyke and DSE
representatives Mr Rob Caddel and Mr Arthur Sholz.
DSE had already provided the GPS map coordinates of
possible candidate trees but further data such as tree
width, shape and disease diagnosis needed to be identified. Once reconnaissance had been conducted, further
planning was undertaken to efficiently harvest the required timber for higher yield production outcomes.
During the exercise many Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP’s) were developed that will enable a
higher yield in production. The Sappers learnt essential
lessons including efficient mill team management, plant
and vehicle requirements, production forecast, tree
selection and identification. The supporting elements
from 3rd Recovery Company, 108th Signal Squadron and
4th Combat Service Support Battalion were instrumental
in the conduct of the operation and are now considered
essential to any further forestry operation.
The exercise was the first opportunity for the
troop to put into action many years of tree felling and
milling courses. Managing the coupe presented its difficulties but the flexibility, ingenuity and initiative of the
personnel within the troop made the week a success.
The troop is now looking forward to refining the existing and new SOP’s in line with the lessons learnt captured in the After Action Review. 39 CS deploy to Camp
Shelley again in March 2013 in order to win more timber for the BOM and begin refurbishment on the Trestle Bridge at Koetong.

22 CONSTRUCTION REGTIMENT
KEY POSTINGS
These have been extracted from the Regiment
Organisation chart:
RHQ

CO - LTCOL D.J. Potter
REGT 2IC - MAJ G. Cooper
ADJT - CAPT M. Ho
RSM - WO1 S.P.L Attleir

203 WORKS OC - MAJ M.K. Roberts
PROJ ENGR - CAPT N. Tipton
WKS MNGR HORZ - WO1 G. Lewis
WKS MNGR HORZ - WO1 G.N. Christie
SPV WKS SVCS - WO2 W.W.J. Scanlan
DRAFTSMAN - CPL Z.P. Borzdinski
REGT OPS

OPSO - CAPT D.W. Palmer
OPS CAPT - CAPT J.L. Farnsworth
OPSWO - WO2 M.J. Durnin
OPSWO - WO2 B.M. Douglas
TRG SGT - CPL A.S. Westerhoff

COORD

RQMS - WO2 R.A. Monck
PERS SGT - SGT S.J. Barwell
Q CPL - CPL R.W. Harrison
MEDIC - CPL L.A. Kelly

39 CONST SQN

 91 RES TP
105 CONST SQN

 PLT/TST TP

 RES TP

OC - CAPT S.L. Ott
2IC - CAPT M.M. Stawski
SSM - CPL T.P. McInnes
OPS CPL - CPL O.P. Townsend
TP COMD - LT A.C. Downing
TP SGT - SGT R.G.S. Findlay
OC - CAPT S.A. D'Rozario
2IC - CAPT D. Ferwerda
RECONO - CAPT B.E.M. Burton
SSM - WO2 M.J. Hutchinson
TRG SGT - SGT L.A. Milligan
TP COMD - LT R.M. Sondergeld
ADMIN COMD - LT N. Hakimova
TP SGT - SGT G.J. Smith
TP COMD - LT A.D. Hagqvist
TP SGT - CPL M.B.K. Hicks

STOP PRESS
Congratulations to the current and past RAE
members, led by Jock Howatt, who came together at
Ringwood for their regular Good Friday fundraising.
They raised $26,783 towards the Childrens
Hospital Appeal.
Well done!

…. LT Anthony Downing
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From the Associations
WOODPECKERS

OLD SAPPERS ASSOCIATION INC.
The Old Sappers AGM was held on December
9th 2012 at Noble Park RSL.
Two nominations were received for the position of President. The successful candidate was Sapper
Neville Johnson who replaced Sapper Jim Muir who was
a long standing President for OSA of 20 years.
Sapper Neville Johnson is a Vietnam Veteran
and was a member of 106 Construction Squadron in 22
Construction Regiment. He is a justice of the Peace and
T.P.I. Neville is currently on the Committee of the NOBLE PARK RSL where he has served for many years.

Rob Youl saw Ted Crisp before Christmas. Ted is almost, maybe even the last WWII forestry company veteran in Victoria. A cheerful 87-year-old amputee, he
looks after himself, with a bit of help, at his home in
Croydon.
This year the Woodies will gather in the spring at Dimboola.
Woodies stalwart, Mike Murray, who works for Red
Cross, has been flat chat with fires, floods and a cyclone
– in Victoria, Tasmania, Northern NSW and Queensland.
In the coming weeks, when he will be in the SW and NE
Victoria and Gippsland, he hopes to catch up with Army
mates.

All the members wish Sapper Jim Muir well for a job
well done.
…. from Alex Grana
Past Vice President
Tel: 9547 5929, Mob: 0400 528 159.”

The association is working on its governance arrangements.

Further to the above:
The Association's first meeting for the year
was held on 17th February, 2013 at Oakleigh Barracks.
There were 32 members and guests present. This was
the largest attendance since a meeting held 2 years
ago.
The lunch was a B B Q with sweets then cake
and biscuits to go with tea and coffee was greatly appreciated. The "cobwebs" were certainly shaken from
the Bar.
With 14 apologies, our next meeting to be held
on the 24 March, 2013 at Oakleigh Barracks should see
a larger attendance than the previous meeting.
The wives of our members who attended the
meeting are complaining there are NO Sapper females.
Come on girls, this Association is also for you.
Anyone interesting in coming along to see
what we do or wishing to join, please contact our Secretary, John McNabb Tel 8802 8367 or
e-mail loveorchids@optusnet.com.au
—

—

—

…. Rob Youl, President

LA TROBE VALLEY SAPPERS
Reminder: The La Trobe Valley Sappers still meet at the
Newborough Depot ORs Mess from 1600 hrs on the first
Friday night of every month.
There is a standing invitation to any ex-RAE personnel in
the area, or just visiting, to join them for a pleasant
Friday night.

—

—

—

—

—

22 Const Regiment Ex-Members Reunion— October 2013
We are in the planning for our reunion for this year. Stewart Hipwell, Maurice Squirrell and others have
started the on the ground effort so it will be in the Shepparton area.
More details will be sent out in June so for those who want to be included they will need to contact me on
phone 0427 196 038 or email jenmaree57@gmail.com
or contact Stewart (03) 5862 1384 or Maurice (03) 9714 8322 for more details.
Don't forget it is always the last weekend in October.
—We have lost contact with a few people so please pass this on to anyone who was part of 22. —
… Cheers for now, Jen Eaton
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As part of Australia’s Golden Jubilee of Federation in
1951, he and seven others were selected to re-enact
Charles Sturt’s epic voyage of discovery down the Murrumbidgee and Murray Rivers. Having been farewelled
by the Governor of New South Wales, Sir John Northcott, and large crowds at Sydney’s Domain on 30 December 1950, the crew faithfully re-enacted Sturt’s voyage, rowing more than 1800 kms for 37 consecutive
days before being warmly welcomed at the mouth of
the Murray at Goolwa in South Australia.

VALE
Brigadier Ian George Charles Gilmore
OBE, OAM
30 June 1925 — 1 January 2013
—SOLDIER, ENGINEER, AUSTRALIAN —

Less than two years later he was deployed to Korea to
command an Engineer Troop in the 28th Commonwealth Field Engineer Regiment during the Korean War.
Throughout 1952, he and his troop worked in an exceedingly hazardous environment, with expansive
minefields and booby-traps being widespread throughout the Korean Peninsula through a period of high conflict. Ian Gilmore was ‘Mentioned in Dispatches’ for his
work in Korea.
Following the war, he married Alison Cayley of Werribee and was posted to the United Kingdom. He
served as the Commanding Officer of the School of Military Engineering in Sydney as a young Lieutenant Colonel before being posted to Fort Leavenworth and the
Australian Embassy in the United States. It was through
these inter-war years, that Ian and Alison had three
loving children; Rowan, Karen and Peter.
Having been deployed to Vietnam in late 1967, he commanded the 1st Australian Logistic Support Group for a
year, including during the TET Offensive in February
1968. Many years following the end of the Vietnam
conflict, an officer who served as a second-lieutenant in
Ian Gilmore’s unit recalled that ‘in a few minutes and
words he had a most profound effect on me, and during
the several months our paths overlapped, it was obvious the respect he had from all ranks for similar reasons
- his vision, his common sense approach to all matters,
his practical involvement and support for local civic
needs, and a readiness to receive and listen to anyone
who felt he had something important to say.’ For his
service in Vietnam, Ian Gilmore was appointed as an
Officer of the Order of the British Empire.

Ian Gilmore was a well known and decorated Army Engineer who served with distinction in the Australian
Defence Force for 35 years, and was a tireless community worker who served as Chairman of Legacy and
Braemar College for a number of years following his
retirement.
Ian Gilmore was born in the small country town of
Wingham, New South Wales, in 1925; his parents were
both teachers and his father a WWI veteran from the
French and Belgian campaigns. He matriculated from
Newcastle Boys’ High School in 1943, having served as a
company sergeant-major in the school Cadet Corps and
representing the school in both cricket and rugby union. Eager to serve his country, he immediately enlisted
in the 2nd AIF before entering the Royal Military College
Duntroon a few months later.

As a Brigadier he served as the Commandant of Puckapunyal Military Area, as the Deputy Commander of all
Australian, New Zealand and UK Forces serving in Singapore and Malaysia through 1973-75, and finally as the
Commandant of the Australian Command and Staff
College at Fort Queenscliff. It was in this final three year
posting of his military career that he influenced the
development of many Australian and international future military leaders, which included future Chiefs of
Defence and State Governors.

He deployed to Japan within three months of graduating from Duntroon in 1946, to serve with the British
Commonwealth Occupation Force as the Garrison Engineer on the island of Eta Jima.
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Retiring from the military in 1978, he worked with distinction for a further ten years as the Director of the
Australian Counter Disaster College in Mount Macedon.

VALE

In retirement he served for four years as the Representative Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Royal Australian Engineers from 1988. He was instrumental in
leading the production of the history of the Royal Australian Engineers and in securing Her Majesty’s approval for a Royal Australian Engineer Corps banner in
1990. In 1992 he was elected as a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Engineers.

COL PETER ROBINSON, ED
Died 23 November 2012
Peter Robinson joined the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission around the start of WW2 and worked
at their laboratory in Melbourne.
During the War, he joined the Army and served in the
South West Pacific Area, including being a member of
the occupation force in Japan.

Amongst his many contributions to Australian society,
he worked compassionately with war widows and their
children as a lifelong volunteer of Legacy. He was appointed for two consecutive terms as the Chairman of
the National Legacy Coordinating Council from 1997.

On discharge from the Army, he attended Melbourne
University and gained his degree in Agricultural Science
before rejoining the SRWSC, with whom he continued
to work until his retirement.

Over the past 20 years he served in a range of voluntary
appointments, including as Chairman of Braemar College; Vice-Chairman of the Mount Macedon Memorial
Cross reconstruction committee following the Ash
Wednesday bushfires; Chairman of the Field Marshal Sir
Thomas Blamey Fund for a decade; patron of several
organisations and associations; and as an invited Australia Day Ambassador. He was awarded the Order of
Australia Medal in 2007.

His SRWSC career was dedicated to making improvements to the water distribution and irrigation system
and to developing improvements in irrigation farming
methods. In particular, he was responsible for the development of improvements to the measurement of
water delivered to farmers, and set new standards of
accuracy which allowed measurement to +/- 5%.

He played Rugby Union from an early age and then
went on to referee the game at senior levels for 20
years, including several international matches. In 1971
he was elected to membership of the renowned Barbarian Rugby Football Club, where membership is primarily restricted to former Rugby ‘greats’ and international players who are deemed to have made a major
contribution to the code of Rugby Union.

He also organised the development of improvements to
“on farm” irrigation systems using a farm at Rochester
as an experimental area. He was considered Victoria’s
expert in these matters.
He became the Chief Irrigation Officer in 1970 and continued in that position until his retirement in late 1985.
Army-wise, he joined the CMF and rose to the rank of
Colonel. From 1966 to 1970, he was CRE, 3 Division
which was based at East Ringwood.

Ian George Charles Gilmore was a man of compassion
and warmth who served his nation selflessly and with
conviction. In conveying his sympathies, Australia’s
current Chief of Army described him as ‘a fine solider
from a remarkable generation.’ When once asked to
define his philosophy on life, Ian Gilmore described it
‘as simple - put more into life than you could ever hope
or expect to get out of it; accept blame when it is due;
seek neither praise nor credit for your deeds.’

After retirement from the SRWSC, he and his wife
Wendy moved to Queensland. Wendy is still alive, but
in poor health.
… Bruce Campbell

Ian Gilmore died at the age of eighty seven after a period of frail health, but in good spirits. He asked for his
passing to be remembered with gladness at his achievements rather than sadness at his loss. He is survived by
his loving wife, three children, eight grand-children and
two great-grand-children.

RAE CORPS SHOP
If you wish to get items from the Corps Shop:
Telephone them on (02) 8782 5401 on a Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday between 1000 and 1400 hrs,

… provided by the family.

or email them at: corpsshop@aamme.com.au
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