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From the Editor 

The RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association was set up to: 

 ensure Sapper memorabilia is retained, 

 produce Unit Histories, 

 install plaques at sites of historical significance,  

 produce Sapper Summit for Corps Committee, 

 maintain communications between local Sapper associations. 
 
For over the last decade, Bruce Campbell has been the Association 
President, and I have been the Secretary, and also magazine Editor. 
 
Last year, Bruce and I decided that it was time for a change — time 
for new blood with fresh ideas. Well, that has happened —  
at the Association AGM in April, some people held up their hands: 

The new President is  Lt Col Colin Bowater (Rtd) 
The new Secretary is  WO1 Jim Davis (Rtd) 

Additionally, Maureen Rundell will act as an Assistant Secretary to 
redistribute the administrative load. Bruce Campbell agreed to be  
Vice-President for this year. See page 2 for details. 
 

I am no longer on the Committee, but I have agreed to stay on as a 
“Project Officer” and  editing Sapper Summit for the time being. 
 

On behalf of Bruce and myself, I wish to say thanks to the myriad of 
people that have helped us on the trip. Without the cooperation of 
COs, Adjutants, Association Office Bearers and rank and file people 
everywhere it would be impossible to achieve anything. 
  Thanks again, 

    Austin Byrne 

 See Rob Youl’s article on Mick Mace on page 4 — a great read. 
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SAPPER SUMMIT SUPPORT 

 Can you help with news items, suggestions, and letters 
to the editor, etc. Send them to:  
 Austin Byrne on Tel:  (03) 9803 1061    
 email to: austbyrne@netspace.net.au    

  Our target dates for articles for the remaining 2013 
issues are:  
 September issue by 6 September 
 November issue by 18 October 

Note that articles or opinions of authors or contribu-
tors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the 
position of the Association. The format and clarity of 
the articles is the responsibility of the contributor.  

SAPPER SUMMIT 

Sapper Summit is produced four times a year  
By  the  RAE  (Vic) Historical  and  Heritage  
Association   Inc.  (Reg No. A0046126U.) 
 
The President is Lt Col Colin Bowater (Rtd) 
The Secretary is WO1 Jim Davis (Rtd) 
The Editor is Maj Austin Byrne (Rtd) 

 
General Mail can be sent to: 

The Editor, Sapper Summit, 
RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association Inc, 
C/- Oakleigh Barracks,  
1318 North Road, 
OAKLEIGH SOUTH, VIC, 3167.  

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 

The Subscriptions Secretary, 

RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association Inc, 
C/- 16 / 85 Gordons Rd 
SOUTH MORANG, VIC, 3752  

RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage 
Association. 

-- REPORT from the  2013 AGM — 

UPDATE OF  
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

 
 The RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Associa-
tion announced some months ago that long-standing 
senior office-bearers were hoping to retire and to be 
replaced with new personnel and new ideas.   We are 
now in a position to report that we have been at least 
partly successful, with the following office-bearers 
elected at the Annual General Meeting held on  
23 April, 2013:    
 
President:    Lt Col Colin Bowater 

Colin Bowater served in RAE for approximately 20 
years, mainly at Ringwood, including the post of   
CO  7 FER in 1986-88. He was the Association’s Vice-
President last year.  

 
Vice President:    Major Bruce Campbell. 

Bruce Campbell moved down from President, a role 
he had held since 2000. He had previously been Sec-
retary-Editor of “Sapper Summit” from 1992 to 2000. 

 
Secretary:   WO 1 Jim Davis. 

 Jim Davis recently retired from ARes after almost 40 
years' service, mainly at Ringwood. 

He has taken over secretarial duties from Major 
Austin Byrne, a veteran of 25 years' service initially 
with 22 Constr Regt and later at Ringwood.  Austin 
served in the combined roles of Secretary and Edi-
tor of  ”Sapper Summit” from November, 2001, 
until his recent retirement. He has, however, gen-
erously agreed to continue his task as Editor for a 
further year. 

 
Treasurer:    WO 1 Norm Dodgson. 

A veteran of 37 years' service with 22 Constr Regt, 
Norm has been Treasurer for approx  15  y e a r s .  
He has now very kindly agreed to continue as 
Treasurer for another year.    

 
Committee Members:  Margaret Handte and Tony      

Jackson. 
Both Margaret and Tony will continue to serve in 
their existing roles, as well as taking over addi-
tional duties in regard to the Reserve Forces Day 
March.  
 
Sgt Maureen Rundell, a veteran of 30 years' service 
at Ringwood, accepted election as an additional 
member.  Maureen will assist the Secretary and be 
responsible for minutes and for  handling Sapper 
Summit subscriptions. 
 
The main item of business at the AGM in April, 
2013, was adoption of minor changes to our Con-
stitution as required to meet the 2012 New Model 
Rules under the Corporation Act.  At the same time 
we added  an   additional   member (Maureen  

NOTE: The Editor will be away between mid June 
and early September and WITHOUT Email. 
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Rundell) to our Committee of Management allowing 
splitting of secretarial activities between Minute Sec-
retary (Maureen) and General Secretary (Jim Davis). 

 
The usual reports to committee were made by the out-
going President and Secretary, the Treasurer and Audi-
tor. The retiring President thanked all office bearers for 
their contribution over the past year and welcomed 
new committee members Jim Davis and Maureen Run-
dell. 
 
Special mention was made of the sterling efforts on the 
part of Austin Byrne for his 12 years' work as Secretary 
and Editor of “Sapper Summit”. It is noteworthy that 
Austin has continued in these two onerous tasks for 
such an extended time, especially when one considers 
his other responsibilities, including his work as an engi-
neering consultant and his many community commit-
ments. This amounts to a considerable contribution to 
both his profession and his community.    
 

Votes of thanks were recorded for the work of the retir-
ing President and Secretary, as well as to the Treasurer, 
Auditor and incoming office bearers.  Our warm appre-
ciation was extended to Rob Youl for his excellent con-
tributions to “Sapper Summit”. It was very pleasing to 
have our original Vice President, Les Malseed, present 
with his wife Elaine – with Rob Youl and Phil Chaplin 
also.  They were all most welcome.    
 
….  Bruce Campbell 

Sapper Summit contact details are at the top of page 2. 

Contact details for others are: 
President: Lt Col Colin Bowater (Rtd) 
  Tel (03) 9728 2544 
  Email: bowies3@yahoo.com.au 

 Secretary: WO1 Jim Davis (Rtd) 
  Mob  0413 479 157 
  Email: jdavis01@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Secretary: Sgt Maureen Rundell (Red) 

The 2013 RAE (Vic) Historical & Heritage Association Committee 
Left to Right: Jim Davis, Tony Jackson, Margaret Handte, (Austin Byrne), Maureen Rundell, Bruce Campbell 

and Norm Dodgson.   Absent: President, Colin Bowater. 

Note: Austin Byrne is only Editor of Sapper Summit, and not a Committee member. 
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Rob Youl’s Column: 
 

VX 57174, LATER 31532  
RAYMOND CHARLES (MICK) MACE MM BEM  
 
 Mick Mace’s father, Charles Tasman Raymond 
Mace, a Tasmanian in the first AIF, was on Gallipoli and 
later repatriated. Re-enlisting, he served in France, 
where he was gassed and lost a lung. His service record 
includes a fine for breaking and entering in France, ap-
parently as a result of him and friends returning late 
from a night out to find their hospital locked. 
 After the war he was a publican, and station-
master at Farrell on the Emu Bay Railway; later he man-
aged a goldmine at Mt Firebrace, Granya in Victoria’s 
North East. Mick’s mother was a housewife, Sylvia Irene 
Mary Lynch. 
 Mick was born on 10 June 1922 at Doncaster, 
Victoria and educated at Tullah Primary School in Tas-
mania. (Tullah’s mines produced silver and lead.) An 
apprentice butcher when war broke out, he tried to join 
the RAN; sixty men were selected from a crowd of 200, 
but not Mick. After driving MMTB trams, Mick learnt 
mining with his father at Granya. He became a diamond 
driller, working for the SEC at Bogong on the infant 
Kiewa project. 
 Mick joined the Second AIF on 3 June 1941, 
and after basic training at Puckapunyal, moved to Bone-
gilla. His two brothers were also soldiers. Mick would 
have been too young for the compulsory militia training 
of the thirties. 
 Mick left Australia in the Queen Elizabeth, part 
of convoy US 13, on Melbourne Cup Day 1941, and 
reached the Middle East on 29 November. Disembark-
ing at Port Tewfick, part of Port Said, his contingent 
went by train to Gaza in Palestine to the RAE Engineer 
Training Battalion at New Gazi. (The RE had its SME at 
Port Said.) He had been designated a reinforcement 
field engineer in 2/13 Field Company, part of 9 Austra-
lian Division, 2 AIF. Mick says there was no stigma being 
a reinforcement; it was easy to fit in when you finally 
got to your unit. A system also ensured hospitalised 
soldiers waited in a holding camp until a vacancy ap-
peared in their original unit, rather than go to a new 
one. 
 One of the three brigades forming 9 Division 
was 26 Brigade, comprising 23, 24 and 48 Battalions, to 
which 2/13 Field Company was allotted. In early 1942, 
Mick’s unit entrained for Alexandria, then went by truck 
to El Alamein. His section was under command of an 
infantry company; life for these diggers some months 
before the Battle of Alamein was endless nocturnal 
mine-laying and lifting, with the enemy nearby. One 
day a Hurricane crashed within a minefield—Mick’s 
section had to replace the exploded mines, and found 
the pilot’s shoe, all that was left of him. 
 Returning to Palestine, Mick and several other 
Australians joined a group of Tommies and Poles for a 

seven-month guerilla warfare school—from 31 March 
to 1 November 1942. They became familiar with weap-
ons from numerous countries, and learnt unarmed 
combat and knife-fighting; motorbikes, scooters and 
vintage tanks were their training aids. They did gruelling 
night marches and learnt to navigate by the stars. Good 
signal work was a priority. Mick understood that the 
course was testing Russian military doctrine, the con-
cept of creating special forces—could a small independ-
ent patrol fight successfully? Possibly it influenced the 
growth of the SAS, which Wikipedia asserts dates from 
July 1941. With appropriate and impressive pyrotech-
nics, the students hijacked a train at Beersheba, forcing 
it to stop on a high pylon bridge over Wadi Gaza, which 
left two carriages of rather frightened British troops 
looking down at the distant waterless riverbed. Mick 
says base area security in Palestine seemed to improve 
afterwards. The course ended with a highly realistic 
airfield raid that sabotaged a Greek squadron some-
where in Palestine—the trainees did everything but 
initiate the final blast! Mick says his superiors discour-
aged relations with local Jewish settlers, and soldiers of 
the Arab Legion guarded many installations. 
 With Second El Alamein under way, the stu-
dents were returned to their units, and Mick rejoined 
2/13 Field Company, part of 9 Division on the northern 
end of the Allied line, deemed by Montgomery as a 
critical area. Mick and fellows spent much of their time 
clearing mines. The Eighth Army by now had 500 of the 
first electronic mine detectors—9 Division received 36. 
Designed in Scotland in 1941 by Lt Jozef Kosacki, a Pol-
ish engineer and signaller, this was its blooding. Theo-
retically the detectors doubled the speed at which 
heavily mined sandy country could be cleared, from 
100 m to about 200 m per hour. However, Mick re-
counts that the intense battle noise rendered the de-
tectors virtually inaudible. Therefore, the bulk of the 
mine clearing fell to sappers’ hands and bayonets, with 
Bangalore torpedoes on hand to blast wire entangle-
ments. 
 General Montgomery so liked 9 Division, he 
wanted it to stay in Europe. Fortunately, the Australian 
government prevailed and it sailed home between 24 
January-27 February 1943 in a convoy that included the 
Queen Mary with Mick on board, Queen Elizabeth, 
Mauretania, Aquitania, Ile de France and two other 
converted liners. Mick recalls several days in a Red Sea 
port while the convoy gathered. He landed at Sydney to 
three weeks leave, after which 2/13 Field Company 
regrouped on the Atherton Tablelands. Mick had known 
sapper Lieutenant John Overall MC and bar in the Mid-
dle East. He was with him again twelve kilometres out-
side Gordonvale, but Overall was busy running into 
town daily to join a US paratroop unit practising jumps. 
Sometimes he ran home to his own camp for lunch, 
then back again to town. Tasked with the formation of 
1 Parachute Battalion (Aust), Overall took many of his 
sappers with him to the new unit, based at Scheyville 
NSW, home of the Officer Training Unit (OTU) during  
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the 1960s ands early 1970s. (I’m a graduate) 
 The Red Berets trained hard but were never 
deployed overseas. (See Wikipedia: But for a shortage 
of aircraft, the battalion might have been used to 
thwart the Sandakan Death March.) Sir John Overall, as 
the first head of the National Capital Development 
Commission, is regarded as the man who realised Wal-
ter Burley Griffin’s vision of Canberra. 
 LSTs took the unit to New Guinea’s north coast 
in mid 1943. On 4 September, 9 Division, including of 
course Mick and fellow sappers from 2/13 Company, 
landed east of Lae, with enemy bombers overhead, to 
encircle the Japanese garrison of up to ten thousand. 
Heavy rain had swollen local waterways, and it took 
time before a bridgehead was secured over Busu River 
on 9 September. Meanwhile the US 503 Parachute In-
fantry Regiment, with two gun crews from 2/4 Field 
Regiment and their cut-down 25-pounders, had landed 
unopposed at Nazdab, just north west of Lae with its 
vital airfield. After that 7 Division was flown in to block 
Japanese moves from Lae into the Markham Valley. 
After ten days of fierce and close fighting, 25 Brigade 
from 7 Division entered Lae and soon linked with 24 
Brigade from the Ninth. 
 Mick remembers endless days building cordu-
roy road in the thick swamps around Lae. Tanks were of 
little use. Then it was on to Finschhafen and Satelberg. 
Mick had three bouts of dengue fever and also malaria. 
Returning to Australia in late 1944, he was ordered 
from a troop train at Newcastle, and put in Waratah 
Childrens Hospital amongst the kids. 
 After a brief leave, he was back in Cairns 
boarding a former Dutch cattle boat, the Van Heutsz 
(named after a Netherlands general, the Pacificator of 
Aceh). After the vessel broke down at Milne Bay, the 
contingent slowly hopped along the coast to Buna, 
Longmac Bay and eventually early in 1945 to Morotai in 
the Moluccas, half of which was occupied by the US 
Army, and half by the Japanese, the two forces sepa-
rated by wire and defensive positions.  
 The sappers trained on Morotai for the inva-
sion of Tarakan, a tiny island off Borneo some 1200 
kilometres to the west, and a major Royal Dutch Shell 
oilfield. Under Brigadier David Whitehead CBE, DSO and 
bar, MC, the force involved would be the almost divi-
sion-sized 26 Brigade Group: 26 Brigade itself, including 
2/13 Field Company—battle-scarred from the Middle 
East and New Guinea. Attached were 2/3 Pioneer Bat-
talion fighting as infantry, 2/4 Commando Squadron, 
2/4 Field Regiment, a squadron of eighteen Matildas 
from 2/9 Armoured Regiment, a machine-gun com-
pany, anti-aircraft units and a second field company. 
Moreover US and Dutch units, numbering almost 1000 
personnel, were attached: engineers and others man-
ning LCMs, LVTs and LCVPs; and 727 Amphibian Tractor 
Battalion—equipped with Alligators; Seabee detach-
ments on LSTs; and Ambonese infantry with Dutch offi-
cers, and an associated civil affairs detachment. 
 

 Aircraft from the RAAF’s First Tactical Air Force 
included bomber and fighter squadrons, and the naval 
force came from the US Seventh Fleet, supplemented 
by several RAN vessels. Because the planners expected 
the attackers to rapidly take and consolidate Tarakan’s 
airfield, standing by were RAAF ground units, including 
61 Airfield Construction Wing with its two airfield con-
struction squadrons (1 and 8) 
 The operation began with extensive naval-
mine clearing, these being mostly of Allied origin; the 
job was finished by 1 May. A few days before, US PT 
boats had started to illuminate the chosen beaches to 
interdict Japanese efforts at repairing obstacles at 
night. On 30 April, 2/4 Commando Squadron and a bat-
tery from 2/7 Field Regiment secured uninhabited Sa-
dau Island to support the engineers clearing the 
beaches. Some years before, the Dutch had built nu-
merous obstacles at Lingkas, which the Japanese had 
reinforced, so that these defences, comprising barbed 
wire, wooden posts and steel rails, extended 120 me-
tres outwards from the shoreline. The job for 2/13 Field 
Company was to demolish those obstacles. Eight parties 
of sappers went forward in LVTs (Alligators) and landing 
craft, supported by Allied warships, warplanes and the 
battery on Sadau, starting at 1100 hrs on 30 April. 
 Lance Corporal Mick Mace led his section do-
ing exactly that. Working from an Alligator, with its US 
Army coxswain and gunner, they were under constant 
heavy fire. Despite the poor odds they did their work, 
suffered no casualties, and next day, as Mick says, the 
infantry landed with dry feet. 
 

A Spritely Mick Mace in his Backyard 
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The citation for Mick Mace’s Military Medal reads:  
 
 For courage, personal endurance and leader-
ship in the breaching of beach obstacles during the pre-
assault phase of the landing on Tarakan Island, 30 April-
31 May 1945.  
LCpl Mace was the NCO in command of a demolition 
team engaged in the breaching of underwater beach 
obstacles on Lingkas Beach, Tarakan Island on 30 April 
(P – 1 day). 
 LCpl Maces’s section was transported to the 
position for the gap by LVT and, although the vehicle 
came under LMG fire on touching down, LCpl Mace IM-
MEDIATELY led his team into the water to attack the 
obstacles. 
 Despite the intermittent fire of the enemy LMG 
and sporadic mortar fire falling around the working 
party, LCpl Mace by his coolness and outstanding exam-
ple to his men kept the work going without pause, and 
blew, completed and signposted his gap in thirty-five 
minutes. 
 He withdrew his party by LVT and went to the 
assistance of an LCVP party on Yellow Beach, who were 
unable to reach their objective owing to the depth of 
the mud. He attempted to carry a line to secure to one 
of obstacles to enable the section to drag themselves to 
the proposed gap but sank to the shoulders in the mud, 
and had to be dragged back through twenty-five yards 
of heavy mud. The LVT again came under mortar fire 
but LCpl Mace took the vehicle to the oil pier, and under 
sniper fire led his team to the beach and attacked the 
obstacle from the shore side with complete success. By 
lying flat in the mud and dragging himself along he suc-
ceeded in reaching a line thrown from the LVT and 
evacuated his team by this means. 
 His personal endurance, courage and leader-
ship were wholly responsible for the effective completi-
tion of the two gaps. 
 Although the landings were very successful, 
the Japanese, 1700 in number, retreated into the hilly, 
forested inland. To protect the airfield, the Australian 
infanteers pursued them, backed by artillery and air-
craft (eventually a formula of Liberator bombers fol-
lowed by P38 Lightnings dropping napalm) to minimise 
casualties. Mick is still scornful about USAAF carpet-
bombing techniques. The Matildas were little use off 
the tracks. Sappers like Mick had numerous booby traps 
and minefields to disarm or clear, their job made much 
worse because Japanese soldiers laid personal mine-
fields in the forest without signs or records. (One of 
Mick’s comrades was killed thereby after VP Day.) 
 On 12 May Corporal John Mackey was 
awarded a posthumous VC for single-handedly captur-
ing three Japanese machine-gun posts. At sea, USN PT 
boats sank numerous small craft and ferried Dutch in-
terpreters seeking intelligence from the various com-
munities, and USS Douglas A Munro destroyed Tara-
kan’s northern coastal battery. Resistance slowly faded 
and Brigadier Whitehead declared Tarakan secure on  

21 June. Meanwhile restoring the airfield took two 
months rather than the projected single week, partly 
because of the swampy terrain, which necessitated 
extensive use of PSP (pierced steel planking). Similarly 
bringing the oilfields back into production took some 
years. Mick recalls that the oil was very pure, and could 
be used au naturel by shipping. However, Wikipedia 
says that Tarakan oil was mixed with Manchurian shale 
oil for general naval use, and that when three Japanese 
aircraft carriers refuelled with unrefined product before 
the Battle of the Philippine Sea, the oil, which had not 
been de-salted, corroded boilers, and that naphtha 
built up, volatilised and exploded.  
 World War II ended on 15 August, with Mick 
still on Tarakan. With his three spells overseas scoring 
very highly on the 5x3 demobilisation assessment sys-
tem, he soon found himself on the carrier, HMS Formi-
dable, en route to Brisbane, but not before he’d partici-
pated in his friend’s funeral service. A contingent of 
Indian PoWs was also on the carrier. These men would 
convalesce in Australia before repatriation. (Generally 
PoWs recuperated in another country before going 
home.) 
 Mick met his wife, Eileen Kennedy, at Luna 
Park, St Kilda. She had been an LAC signals operative at 
RAAF Frognall, Camberwell. They soon married, at Bal-
wyn, and their first domicile was 541 Swan Street, 
Burnley. In due course they had two sons (one now 
deceased) and three daughters. It was back to the SEC 
initially, but a few weeks in a tent at Bogong blunted 
Mick’s enthusiasm. Returning to Melbourne, he tried 
various jobs before rejoining the army in 1948. (Mick 
recalls its complex post-war structure: BCOF 
[occupation of Japan], K Force [Korea], the Interim 
Army, the PMF from before the War, and the Staff 
Corps, most of the officers.)  
 Mick went straight into RAEME as a corporal, 
posted to Balcombe where the Army Apprentice School 
(AAS) was emerging. He was soon an infantry sergeant, 
his third corps affinity, and living nearby with his grow-
ing family. The year 1954 saw him awarded the BEM on 
11 December 1952 for selfless duty overseeing the con-
struction of the AAS oval and other sporting facilities, 
besides exemplary leadership as an overseer and men-
tor of the young apprentices. His citation is moving: 
 
 By his outstanding devotion to duty and by 
inspiring leadership Sergeant Mace has made a signifi-
cant and important contribution to the setting up of the 
Army Apprentices’ School at Balcombe, Victoria. For 
more than a year he worked efficiently and arduously 
almost every day from dawn until after dark on earth-
moving equipment to prepare the school oval, declining 
to take leave at week-ends, or during the Christmas and 
Easter breaks. Since the school opened he has had the 
responsibility for the domestic life and behavior of many 
of the apprentices whose high regard he has won by his 
strict but fair enforcement of discipline and his tolerant 
und understanding approach to their problems.  
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 At the beginning of 1951 he voluntarily gave 
up 14 days of his current year’s leave to enable him to 
undertake the training of the new intake from the day 
of their arrival at the school. No member of the staff of 
the school has given such self-sacrificing devotion to its 
welfare as Sergeant Mace has done. 
 

 That year, he transferred back to RAE as a 
foundation member of 21 Construction Squadron. He 
and family lived at Puckapunyal. With Major RA Venn 
diverted to staff college, Major Ted Dossetor became 
the squadron’s first OC; several followed in the next 
few years, including Mick’s great friend, Major Ern De-
veson. Seeing his future clearly, Mick believed in the 
system and was happy to do the gamut of sapper train-
ing from FE II to the warrant officer’s qualifying course, 
with a specialty in plant operation, despite his long and 
varied military experience. This meant in all he lived at 
SME for over a year, long enough for him to be re-
garded as a staff member, and to acquire honorary 
membership of the sergeants mess. 
 Although much of 21 Squadron’s work was 
within Victoria, there were demanding stints overseas. 
In mid 1962, under Major Peter Gration (later CDF), 
with SSM WO II Barney Ravenscroft, 21 Construction 
Squadron, with a troop from 24 Construction Squadron, 
went to Wewak on the north-west New Guinea coast to 
build a major road to Passam. An imaginative arrange-
ment over the New Year saw Victoria’s 22 Construction 
Regiment SR, including one of Victoria’s most stalwart 
sappers, Major Bruce Campbell, fly to Wewak to build 
two bridges and a culvert. The married soldiers of 21 
Squadron went home on leave, and returned by Hercu-
les two weeks later. This memorable and successful 
twelve-month deployment for 21 Construction Squad-
ron ended in mid 1963. Sabah beckoned next. The RAE 
had been there since mid 1964 as part of the Konfron-
tasi with Sukarno’s Indonesia, firstly building airfields, 
but later, largely, through six-month squadron place-
ments, constructing a road from Keningau to remote 
Sepulot through jungle-covered mountains. In late 
1965, 21 Construction Squadron took over from its 
compatriot, Brisbane-based 24 Squadron, The then OC 
of 21 Squadron was Major (later Major General) John 
Stein. Six months later, Stein in turn handed the job 
over to Perth’s 22 Construction Squadron. After that, 
Vietnam took priority in the Australian Army and the 
RAE’s commitment to Sabah slowly became obscured, 
and today is not often remembered. 
Now a WO II Plant Supervisor, Mick found himself, with 
two corporals, making occasional trips to South Viet-
nam to instruct and qualify sappers in fork lift and crane 
operation, an area revealed to be deficient after some 
serious accidents unloading cargo. Then in 1969, the 
year Mick got his Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal, he was off for twelve months to Nui Dat with 17 
Construction Squadron under Major (later Colonel) 
John Wertheimer, with WO I Barney Ravenscroft again 
SSM. Mick marvelled at the plant resources of the US  

Army’s engineers — It made you cry, he says! Moreover 
Mick found national servicemen in general to be capa-
ble and reliable, and had a reputation for treating CMF 
soldiers very well. By now, one of the RAE’s most ex-
perienced and respected soldiers, Mick was also on 
very good terms with numerous senior officers includ-
ing Brigadier Ian Gilmore and General Peter Gration. 
(Mick had served happily under Peter Gration at Pucka-
punyal, and before that AAS, but Major Gration’s horse 
tested their friendship when it strayed onto Mick’s 
carefully prepared Balcombe oval, chopping it to bits in 
places.)  
 Mick left the army in 1975. He had been on 
innumerable courses, including plant fitter, clerk of 
works, demolition and blinds, plant operation, projec-
tionist, soil stabilisation and plant supervisor. His first 
civilian job, a brief one, thankfully for him, was manag-
ing Seymour racecourse. Then he joined the Corps of 
Commissionaires, largely working in the mailroom of 
Deloitte Haskins and Sells. His wife died in the late 
1990s. She had been ill for years, so Mick sold his med-
als (‘19 or 20 of them’, according to Mick’s count re-
cently) to help support her. He was very moved when 
Colonel John Wertheimer over the next year organised 
a replica set, which General Gration presented to Mick 
at a ceremony at the Shrine. Now 91, with his three 
daughters nearby, he lives alone at Seaford, his mobility 
reduced by emphysema. Two daughters served in the 
Army Reserve. Mick Mace MM is remarkable for his 
good humour, his friendliness, his magnificent memory 
and his highly intelligent view of the world. 
 

…  Rob Youl 

[Editor’s note: Over the last few months, Rob and Geoff 
Westcott had a series of talks with Mick at his home at 
 Seaford . This article is the magnificent result.] 

Below: Tarakan — Mick is the Sapper with the cigarette 
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Recent Events 

 

BLUE TONGUES REUNION  
18 MAY 13    

 
 The annual “Blue Tongues Reunion” was held 
at Nagambie during the period of 17 – 19 May 13. 
 This reunion, which has been running for a 
number of years now, was the brain child of George 
Weeks, Les (Foxy) Francis (ex SRWSC) and Billy (Mitch) 
Mitchell (also ex SRWSC) who, after discharging, 
wanted to continue the spirit and camaraderie that 
they had enjoyed within the Reserve. To these people 
this meant a large fire, food, drinks and good company. 
 The original concept was mainly directed to-
wards members of 105 Construction Squadron but the 
popularity of the gathering has grown and now encom-
passes many other sister and related units. The reunion 
is open to all ranks and as in the past it was supported 
by ex OC’s, WO’s, SNCO and OR’s with the only provisos 
being leave your rank slides at home, come with a great 
attitude, plenty of photos, stories and be prepared to 
be amazed by the great people that you will meet. 
 Weather conditions this year were favourable 
and although the mornings started with a very crisp day 
there was in excess of thirty six people coming and go-
ing over the weekend. Some people just drop in for a 
few hours to catch up and renew acquaintances with 
the old crew and talk war stories. 
 There was a good turn up of the originals and 
old faithfuls along with some newer members. Several 
members were that keen they turned up a day early so 

that they could secure the best camp sites closest to 
the fire and facilities. There was a good number of cara-
vans and assortment of tents. Travel and distance is not 
something that has deterred people turning up to sup-
port this activity with Paddy over from Ouyen and Beth 
Stevenson all the way from New Zealand. Others trav-
elled from Gippsland and the Yarra Valley. 
 Food was aplenty with wonderful treats and 
roasts from the camp ovens showing that the boys have 
not lost their touch. In addition BBQ’s were ongoing 
with ample nibbles available for those who wanted to 
venture from the camp fire.  
 Fishing this year was a bit on the lean side but 
this did not deter the diehard fishermen who were pre-
pared to dunk the line in the water for hours on end 
trying to entice a European Carp to leave its home and 
come to the party. They gave it their best shot with 
little return. 
 In addition to everything that was going on 
there was entertainment provided by two strong sup-
porters of the reunion in Col (Fish) Fraser (ex-Nasho) 
and Shane O’Keefe (ex OC) who showed their skills and 
talents on the guitar and Banjo although I did not see 
anyone dancing!!!!!   
 This is a great little activity and George, Foxy 
and Mitch should all be commended for taking the time 
and making the effort to arrange this reunion. 
 Well the reunion will now be put to bed (lights 
out) for another 12 months with the escapades remi-
nisced and talked about until 2014. If any reader gets 
the opportunity of participating in the 2014 reunion 
you should jump at it with both hands and come along 
for the experience of a life time. It is a great weekend. 
 

…  Jim Davis 

The Bluetongues  
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SIR CLIVE STEELE LECTURE 
 

 The lecture was held at Oakleigh Barracks on 

Tuesday 14 May.  

 PLAN BEERSHEBA is the Defence strategy for 

the future, including the consequences of no longer 

having significant resources diverted to the Afghanistan 

conflict. Will the anticipated period of no conflict be: 

“A Peace Dividend or A Peace Liability?”  

 

 The evening used a Q & A approach to look at 

what happened after previous conflicts ceased, and 

whether there was a tendency to take your “eye off the 

ball” and go into stagnation, or weather the opportu-

nity would be taken to reposition smartly for the next 

risk whilst paying attention to issues that were cur-

rently on the back-burner. 

 The evening was well attended and the discus-

sion was brisk and covered a wide range of experiences 

and anticipations. 

We do not have space to report on it in this issue, but it 

will be reported in the next issue. 
 

….  The Editor 

 

 
 

LA TROBE VALLEY BUFFET DINNER 
7 June 2013 

 
 On Friday 7th June ,  I travelled to Newborough 
with Dale Mitchell  (WO1 (R’td) — Ex RSM and  QM of  
4 CER) and Tony Jackson (Ex CPL (R’td)  — 105 Construc-
tion Sqn) to attend the buffet dinner held at the depot. 
 Dinner was catered for by Heather Carter and 
“Dusty” Draper – for those in the know Heather and 
“Dusty” are brother and sister and are great supporters 
and workers for the LV Sappers – also there helping was 
the wonderful Vinnie who is just such a great and will-
ing worker. 
 A wonderful function which was attended by 
about 60 adults and 10 children.  Evening starting the 
OR’s Mess with a few drinks and then moved into the 
dining hall for the meal.  
 Abundant food, wonderful company and a 
great environment all which led to wonderful memo-
ries. 
 In view of the success I understand that is in-
tended to conduct similar activities in the future. 
 
 … Jim Davis  

Coming Events 
 

RESERVE FORCES DAY MARCH 

Sunday 7 July 2013 
 

The 2012 Melbourne Reserve Forces Day Parade will be 

held at the Melbourne Shrine on Sunday, 7 July.  

 

The message from the Governor General and Com-

mander in Chief is: 

 

“ IF YOU ARE A SERVING OR FORMER RESERVIST,  

         I ENCOURAGE YOU TO PARTICIPATE —  

    —SO THAT WE CAN THANK YOU!” 

 

The theme this year is the 60th Anniversary of the 

WRAAC CMF. 

 

There will be Static displays, plus the  Army Band and 

and the Light Horse.  
 

Only current and ex-Reserve members can march. 

Families are encouraged to come and support the 

event. 

 

Assembly: 

 The assembly point is at Government House Drive.  

 

  They want everyone ready to march off by 1020 

hrs. It is recommended that you get there 15 min-

utes earlier  to give time to find us and then form 

up. 

 

Dress: 

 A high standard of dress is requested: The Sappers 

have been trying to standardise with beret, black 

reefer jacket, light coloured shirt and grey slacks, or 

alternatively a suit.  We are being urged to avoid 

very casual clothes such as hoodies and jeans. 

 

Decorations: 

 Only your own officially issued decorations and 

medals can be worn. 

 

On Completion: 

RAE personnel are invited to assemble at the Emerald 

Hotel, 415 Clarendon Street (corner Clarendon and Rag-

lan Streets), South Melbourne (Melway Ref:  2K, E4) for 

our normal re-union lunch.  

 

Any queries, contact Margaret Handte  

on (03) 9879 2986. 
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From the Units 

4 CER 

4 CER:  Commanding Officer’s Words 

 As forecast in the last Sapper Summit, 2013 is 
proving to be very busy for the 4th Combat Engineer 
Regiment.    The unit has embarked on a challenging 
program that will further enhance the combat engi-
neering and all-corps soldier skills of its members, par-
ticularly in its engineer search, watermanship, counter-
mobility, demolitions and small arms capabilities.  4 CER 
is also providing personnel for operational service 
throughout 2013, and is working hard to prepare the 
Regiment for the merger with the 22nd Construction 
Regiment and the establishment of the 22nd Engineer 
Regiment, which will formally take effect on the 1st of 
January 2014. 
 The unit establishment review for the 22nd 
Engineer Regiment is now complete and it is awaiting 
formal ratification by Army Headquarters.   It is ex-
pected that the unit establishment will be formally en-
dorsed by early June.   The new unit will consist of 350 
personnel, including 22 full-time positions, and will 
comprise of the following: 

 Regimental Headquarters based at Ringwood, 

 203 Works Section located at Oakleigh, 

 8th Combat Engineer Squadron based at Ringwood, 

 10th Combat Engineer Squadron situated at New-
borough and Ringwood, 

 105th Construction Squadron located at Oakleigh 
and Newborough. 

 
 There is a significant body of work underway 
to make sure that unit members are kept advised of 
progress with the merger and to ensure that they un-
derstand what it means to them.   In addition, a consid-
erable amount of work is being done to prepare the 
unit logistically and administratively and to confirm the 
key command appointments for 2014. 
 On 17 April the unit received a visit from the 
Minister for Defence, the Honourable Stephen Smith 
MP, the Parliamentary Secretary, Senator the Honour-
able David Feeney, and the Member for Deakin, the 
Honourable Mike Symon MP.  They received a briefing 
on the role of the Regiment and the support that it cur-
rently provides to the 4th Brigade, and the support that 
it will provide post the establishment of the 22nd Engi-
neer Regiment.   They were also provided with an over-
view of 4 CER’s recent contributions to overseas and 
domestic operations, its upcoming commitments to 
operations and the support that it will be providing as 
part of ANZAC Day ceremonies.   Following the briefing 
they took the time to meet with unit members over a 
‘coffee and a cake’ which was very well received, which 
was closely followed by a tour of the depot.   Later that 
day the Prime Minister, the Honourable Julia Gillard MP 

was on hand to observe the unit’s catafalque party go 
through its paces at the Maroondah Schools ANZAC 
ceremony at the Ringwood Lake. 
 On 21 June Sapper Officers will gather at the 
RASigs Officers’ mess to celebrate the Waterloo Dinner. 
The Waterloo Dinner enjoys high prominence alongside 
many hard-won traditions within the RAE, and impor-
tantly it serves to maintain the link between our serving 
and formerly serving officers.   The 2013 dinner will also 
mark the ‘end of an era’ as it will be the final year that 
the 4th Combat Engineer Regiment and the 22nd Con-
struction Regiment will be separate units.   The Water-
loo dinner provides that rare opportunity to celebrate 
‘the corps’ and the dinner will prove to be a memorable 
event once again this year. 
 As mentioned earlier, work is well underway in 
support of the establishment of the 22nd Engineer Regi-
ment.  Planning for the formal parade has now com-
menced and it is expected that the parade will take 
place at Simpson Barracks in late November / early De-
cember.  Once arrangements have been locked-in the 
details for the parade will be widely publicised. 
 
… LTCOL Glen Pilbeam, Commanding Officer 
 

Report from the Adjutant 

 The Squadrons thought ‘outside the square’ in 
planning for their watermanship training in May this 
year, which resulted in the training being conducted on 
the Yarra River at Hawthorn.   The cold and wet condi-
tions did not prevent over 70 personnel from attending.   
 We are happy to report that all personnel ar-
rived back safe and sound, although a little damp. One 
of the boats didn’t fare so well (it turns out that it was 
faulty before being received by the unit) and it has been 
returned with the appropriate damage report.  
 Sapper skills were put to good use in order to 
ensure the team was well looked after with some hot 
soup to help ward off the cold and wet conditions. 
 Commencing with the ARMY Swim Test, the 
scenario for the activity focused on likely tasks that 
would be expected in support of Army inland waterway 
operations or from a Defence Assistance to the Civil 
Community call out after a flood event. The smiling 
faces of the soldiers on return to the depot were testa-
ment to how enjoyable the activity was. 
 It seemed as soon as the watermanship train-
ing started it was over, and the focus has now turned to 
demolitions and small arms training in preparation for 
EX PLATYPUS BLASTS which will be held over three and 
half days at Puckapunyal in June. 
 This activity will combine a large number and 
variety of small arms range practices, including a signifi-
cant number of demolitions serials, and it will represent 
the largest live fire activity that the unit has conducted 
for a number of years. Demolitions and range practices 
are always well attended ‘rain hail or shine’ so it is ex-
pected that the numbers will be high for this training  
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activity. The conduct of the activity over three and a 
half days gives a much greater range of options for the 
delivery of training and heralds a move toward longer 
block type training models for the future. 
 The planned  training  from the mid part of the 
year through to September focuses on counter-mobility 
and low level vehicle and person search training, similar 
to the capability that the unit provided during OP GOLD 
(Olympic Games in 2000) and OP ACOLYTE 
(Commonwealth Games in 2006). 
 Behind the scenes, as always, work continues 
to ensure the unit meets its ongoing corporate govern-
ance obligations.  Whilst corporate governance may not 
be the most exciting thing that the unit does, it is criti-
cal in making sure that the unit is operating efficiently,  

and most importantly safely. We always seem to be 
preparing for an audit, conducting an audit or recover-
ing from an audit.   Of note, the unit performed excep-
tionally well during a recent external audit on how it 
conducts its logistic management activities and it 
achieved a result that puts it in the top 10% of units 
across the Army. 
 September will see the welcome return of 
CAPT Law and SGT Harvey from OP ANODE Rotation 30 
in the Solomon Islands.  I am sure those members are 
looking forward to coming home just as much as their 
families and their Sapper families are.   
 
LT Ian Green, Adjutant 

4CER March at Ringwood on Anzac Day. 
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Regiment and 4th Combat Engineer Regiment will cease 
to exist as separate entities, as they will be merged into 
the new 22nd Engineer Regiment. Further updates will 
be made available. 
 

…. MAJ Cooper, Regt 2IC 
 
 

Ex Gryphon 

 22nd Construction Regiment deployed to 
Puckapunyal for the Exercise Gryphon for 9 days over 
the 15-24 March 13. The main effort of the EX was up-
grade works to the Classification Range for certification 
requirements and further works at the B-Vehicle 
Sneaker Range, building on those completed in Ex Last 
Hurrah in November 12.  
 The works at the Classification Range involved 
a range of tasks required to ensure the range main-
tained certification for AASAM in April 13. These works 
included combined FE and Plants tasks, requiring a co-
ordinated effort from all involved. Key activities were 
the installation of pavers for each of the lanes for the 
firing mounds, painting of the gallery wall, installation 
of new seats, installation of five new flag poles, new 
blackboards and stencilled lane numbers as well as new 
lane markers at the top of the bullet catcher. Plant 
Troop had a large task in remediating the bullet 
catcher, which required the importation of new mate-
rial as well as the profiling and compacting of the new 
catcher slope.  
 The works at the B Vehicle Sneaker Range in-
volved the construction of seven new target mecha-
nism pits, as well as modifications to the 25 pits com-
pleted in November 12. The modifications required the 
installation of wing walls onto the sides of the pits. In 
addition to the mechanised pit work, a new waiting bay 
shed with concrete floor was constructed. These re-
quest for these works to be undertaken reinforced how 
effective the works from November 12 were for ALTC.    
 During the Ex, the works progressed on time 
due to dedicated effects from the Sappers involved, 
including working hours extended to ensure delivery 
was achieved. This was a huge credit to all the Sappers 
involved, as there was a large amount of work com-
pleted in the short timeframe. There were a number of 
challenges to overcome during the Ex including a severe 
storm event in the area. 
 The exercise involved many moving compo-
nents, from the planning and design by Works Section, 
to the construction activities undertaken by the Sap-
pers; including their ability to accommodate Tasks of 
Opportunity arising around the Engineering Compound. 
The Exercise had visitors during Construction from 
higher HQ and DOTAM who all expressed how success-
ful the Regiment had been in our task.  
 All Sappers involved are commended for their 
hard work, attention to detail and are recognised for 
their time taken off from civilian commitments.  

22 Const Regt Sitrep 

 2013 began with great promise for the 22nd 
Construction Regiment. A number of new ARA staff 
were posted into the Unit in January, bolstering our 
cadre manning, including MAJ Gavin Cooper (Regt 2IC), 
WO2 Ray Monck (RQMS), SGT Simon Barwell (Coord 
Sgt) and Trade Training SGT, SGT Luke Milligan. WO1 
Steve Attleir has briefly returned to ARA service to take 
on the challenging role of RSM, replacing WO1 Stuart 
Rutledge. Our ADJT, LT Nat Canham, decided to 
leave the Unit to commence full time officers at the 
Royal Military College-Duntroon.  
  Unfortunately, during our first Unit training 
exercise for the year, in February, we learned of the 
death of one of our members, LCPL Duncan Orr, who 
was tragically killed while representing the ADF on TAS-
MAN Exchange in New Zealand. The unit supported 
Duncan's repatriation to Australia and his funeral. 22nd 
Construction Regiment, and especially members of 39th 
Construction Squadron, will continue to be engaged 
with Duncan's spouse, Anna, to ensure his memory is 
honoured. 
  The Unit recouped from this terrible experi-
ence in March to undertake a very successful nine day 
e x e r c i s e  a t  P u c k a p u n y a l  a n d  S h e l -
ley. 105th Construction Squadron conducted significant 
refurbishment to the Classification Range in prepara-
tion for the international AASAM meet in May 13 on 
behalf of Directorate of Operations and Training Area 
Management. The unit also completed the construction 
of a B Vehicle sneaker range for the Land Warfare Cen-
tre. In addition to increasing the usability of the ranges 
to Defence units, it is likely these works represented a 
considerable cost saving to Defence, compared to a 
civilian contractor. 39th Construction Squadron contin-
ued to develop its specialist forestry skill sets, 
by undertaking felling and milling trees in support of 
the High Country Rail Association, who will utilise the 
timber during the refurbishment of old rail bridges. 
  In April, the unit undertook a weekend range 
practice at Puckapunyal, firing LF2 and LF6, as well as 
completing some minor construction works. The unit 
also hosted an ANZAC Day dawn service, which was 
well attended by members and ex-serving members 
from across Victoria and even interstate. 
 On 14 May, the unit hosted the annual Sir Clive 
Steele Lecture at Oakleigh Barracks, where a panel of 
experienced serving and ex-serving Officers, Warrant 
Officers and NCOs answered questions about the future 
of the Engineer Corps. 
 At the time of writing this review, the unit is 
busy preparing for upcoming training blocks in June, 
August and October, where it will continue to look at 
ways to support Defence and the wider community. 
The unit is also turning its attention towards the pend-
ing Plan Beersheba amalgamation scheduled for the 
end of 2013. From 1st January 2014, 22nd Construction  
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 The works were recognised by all stakeholders 
as being of high quality with DOTAM and ALTC both 
holding vastly improved assets at the conclusion of the 
Ex. The Classification Range was successful utilised for 
AASAM and the B-Vehicle Sneaker Range was utilised 
for a dismounted sniper stalk by 1 Cdo Regt soon after 
the Ex.  
 

…  LT Hagqvist 
 

PLAN BEERSHEBA update  
– 4CER and 22CR merger — 

 
 4CER and 22 Const Regt will merge to form the 
22nd Engineer Regiment on 01 Jan 14. 
 22ER will operate predominately out of the 
Ringwood East Depot where RHQ and two combat engi-
neering squadrons will be located. Oakleigh will con-
tinue to be utilised by 105th Construction Squadron 
with details regarding the immediate future of 39 Con-
struction Squadron still being decided on. 
 These two Units are already pre-empting the 
merger with more cooperation and integration of their 
training programs. 4CER sent a section of sappers on 
22CR’s Ex Gryphon 2013 in March this year to support 
us in our remediation of the Puckapunyal Classification 
Range. Likewise, 22CR will provide manpower and plant 
support for the 4CER live demolitions practice this June. 
Coming training exercises by both Units for the remain-
der of the year will surely allow for increased integra-
tion before the official merger date next year. 
 

… LT Cree 
 

22nd Construction Regiment Upcoming 
Activities - OPSO Report: 
 
EX WATERLOO 13 (14-16 June 13) 

 EX WATERLOO 13 is a minor Regiment con-
struction and demolitions activity to be conducted at 
Puckapunyal Military Area. 
 105 Const Sqn will: demolish the ablution 
block at the Engineer Compound in preparation for re-
construction later in the October nine day 
block; complete a number of minor construction 
tasks extant from the April weekend; conduct plant 
operation revision training within the Engineer Com-
pound; detach a Section minus to 4CER in support of 
their demolitions practice at Demolitions Range West. 
39 Const Sqn will also detach a Section minus to 4CER 
to support the conduct of the demolitions practice. 
 
EX HOLDFAST 13 (22 - 26 August 13) 

 EX HOLDFAST 13 is a major Regiment construc-
tion activity to be conducted at the Puckapunyal Mili-
tary Area. 105 Const Sqn will: re-construct the hard-
stand located at the Engineer Compound; complete 

 extant tasks from the April and June weekends; con-
struct the ablution block to lock-up; form and pour the 
concrete for the slabs for two additional wet weather 
shelters. 39 Const Sqn will: construct a Non-Equipment 
Bridge (NEB) for DSP within the Puckapun-
yal Cantonment; continue milling timber in support the 
High Country Rail Trail project, construct a safety fence 
around the milling area at the Engineer Compound; 
support 105 Const Sqn tasks as required. 
  

EX LAE 13 (18 - 27 October 13) 

 EX LAE 13 is a major Regiment construction 
activity to be conducted at the Puckapunyal Military 
Area and Tallangatta (Shelley) in North East Victoria. 
105 Const Sqn will: commence work on the Franks 
Creek Track extension, this will include borrow pit op-
eration, haulage operations and road construction / 
repair; at the Engineer Compound they will fit-out the 
ablution block, construct two wet weather shelters 
(frame and roof), commence Q-Store construction in 
the lysarght. 39 Const Sqn will: conduct felling opera-
tions at Shelley; conduct milling operations at the Engi-
neer Compound; construct the Static Grenade Range 2 - 
Blast Wall.      
The final day of the nine day block will be allocated to 
preparing equipment for possible Defence Aid to Civil 
Community (DACC) tasks over the summer fire / storm 
season. 
 

... CAPT Palmer 

 

ANZAC Day Services 2013: 

 The 22nd Construction Regiment, 6th Health 
Support Company and 1st Petroleum Company gath-
ered with the local community at Oakleigh Barracks this 
year to pay our respects to those fallen in defence of 
Australia. The early start and the frosty weather did not 
deter the Unit and approximately 250 family, friends 
and local community members from gathering in re-
membrance. 
 The service at Oakleigh was conducted at our 
memorial with those paying their respects gathered on 
our parade ground; a fitting location given its signifi-
cance. A catafalque party mounted guard as the service 
commenced. Following the service, a gunfire breakfast 
was provided, before the messes opened and the tradi-
tional game of two-up commenced. The morning ended 
in a BBQ provided by the Oakleigh Barracks Combined 
Officer and Sergeant’s Mess. 
 39th Construction Squadron held their service 
in Gippsland and provided a Catafalque Party to the 
local RSL.  
 A similar service will be held ANZAC Day 2014 
and all Units based as Oakleigh Barracks invite local 
community members to attend and gather with us in 
commemoration. 
 

…  WO1 Attleir, RSM 22 Const Regt 
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 From the Associations 

OLD SAPPERS ASSOCIATION INC. 

 It was with deep regret that we learned of the passing 
of one of our Patrons Brigadier  Ian G C Gilmore OAM 
OBE in January 2013. 
 

Anzac Day 
There was a dawn service held at Oakleigh Barracks. 
The numbers attending filled 3/4 of the parade ground 
and caused 2 sittings for breakfast.  A great turn up and 
we hope it will be repeated next year. The “Old Sap-
pers’” did attend the march in the City with our new 
President Neville Johnson lead a group of approx 30 
Sappers behind the R A E Banner. 
  

Waterloo Dinner 
The Association’s Waterloo Dinner this year will be held 
on Sunday 23rd June 2013 at the Clayton R. S. L.    It will 
consist of an entree / soup, main course, dessert plus 
tea and or coffee. The dinner  cost  is $10 per head.  
Contact the Secretary by Tuesday 18th. 

The speaker this year will be Mr. Ray Heathcote –  
President of the Berwick R. S. L.   
Special Guests have been invited. 
 

Business from Meetings 
At our General Meeting on 24th March a motion was 
put due to the age of Old Sappers that the quorum for a 
General Meeting be reduced from 15 to 10 members. 
The committee is currently dealing with the business. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Sunday September 
22nd and will be held at the Benalla R. S. L. so that the 
City and Country members can meet each other.  Last 
year’s meeting at MOE was enjoyed by all who came. 
November and December 2013 meetings will be both 
held at the Clayton R. S. L. 
 
… John McNabb, Secretary 
Tel: (03)  8802 8367 
  + + + 
Editor’s Note 
Just as I was finalising this issue, I received three emails 
from the Old Sappers saying that members had died 
recently: 
    Allan Towns passed away on 7 June. 
    JW (Joe) Smith passed away on 7 June, aged 91. 
    Theo Ferguson passed away on 10 June, aged 94. 
 
Our condolences go out to their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warning Order: 

RAE REUNION FOR 2013 

Date: Saturday 13 July 2013 

Timings:  

 Afternoon function — 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm 

 Night function — 7.00 pm to Midnight 

Location: 4CER Depot 

  Dublin Road 

  Ringwood East 

Costs: $5 per head to cover nibbles 

 Drinks at bar prices. 

 Hot food available for purchase (Pies, etc) 

The event is advertised on Facebook 

The afternoon function gives an opportunity for people 

who  do  not  drive at  night  time to  be part  of  the  

get-together. 
 

Contact for further information: 

 Margaret Handte:   (03) 9879 2986 

 Email:  max22@tpg.com.au 

22 Const Regiment Ex-Members  
— Reunion — 

25 to 27 October 2013 

This year’s Reunion is at Shepparton.  
Stewart Hipwell and Maurice Squirrell are organising 
things. 
 

Confirming details will be distributed this month. 

If you are interested, please contact: 

Jen: phone 0427 196 038 or  
 email jenmaree57@gmail.com  

Stewart:   (03) 5862 1384  

Maurice:   (03) 9714 8322  

 We have lost contact details for some regulars, so 
please ring us  — and pass this on to anyone who was 
part of 22.  
 
… Jen Eaton 

Stop press  — Book launch:   

The History of 1 Field Squadron Group, RAE 

Vietnam 1965—72 

When:  10.30am, 18 August 2013 

Where:  The Shrine of  Remembrance, Melbourne 

mailto:jenmaree57@gmail.com
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VALE 

BRUCE ALEXANDER HOPE 

12th March 1947 – 28th March 2013 

 Bruce Hope died of a heart attack in Paris 
whilst on a holiday in Europe with his daughter Fiona. 
  Bruce had qualified as a Civil Engineer at the 
Gordon Institute of Technology in 1970.  He joined the 
Country Roads Board for whom he worked till he re-
tired in 2002, after which he continued working as a 
consultant until 2009. 
  Bruce joined the Army Reserve Engineers in 
the 1980s and rose through the ranks to Captain.  He 
was in charge of many road building projects and train-
ing of ORs.  He was posted to the inactive reserve in 
1994 when he reached army retirement age. 
  Bruce married Caroline Iser in 1974.  Caroline 
was active in Legacy, and was President of Bendigo Leg-
acy when she passed away in 2010.  Bruce continued 
with his Legacy involvement until his death.  He is sur-
vived by their children, Fiona and Alastair. 
 

… Bob Klos 

 

 

    WOODPECKERS 

 
 
 
Sincere sympathy to the John McDonald and Sam 
Bruton families on the deaths of John McDonald (The 
Age ran his obituary on 30 May) and Joan Bruton. On 
the other hand, we congratulate Luke Wilson who was 
recently appointed Deputy Secretary, Regulation & 
Compliance at the new Department of Environment 
and Primary Industries. 
 
Like every other public body we're working on re-
organising the way we do things under the new Act. 
Our Annual Meeting will be on Sunday 11 August at Box 
Hill RSL, and we will run a reunion and social weekend 
at Dimboola in the late spring. 
 
….  Rob Youl, President 

 

The Woodies and the Forestry Coy Banner on Anzac Day 
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