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From the Editor 

Your attention is drawn to the key event that is coming up: 

An Amalgamation Parade will be held at Watsonia on: 

 Sunday 1 December  
to celebrate the combination of   

4 Combat Engineer Regiment  
and  

22 Construction Regiment.  

It will start at 1400 hrs. 
 
All past members of the ARES Units are invited.  
See page 7 for the details. Note the cut-off date for attendance  
replies is 6 November. 
 
There will be a get-together afterwards in the Gymnasium. 
It has been too difficult to also arrange Reunion functions for this 
weekend, but Reunions for former members of the old Regiments 
are being arranged for the weekend 1—2 February 2014. 
 
 
 Col Brian J Florence’s book on the  History of 1 Fd Sqn Gp, RAE in 
South Vietnam was launched on  18 August.  The write-up is on  
page 14. Sales have gone well & there are limited copies remaining.  
 
 
The last issue of Sapper Summit will be in December and it will 
cover the Amalgamation Parade and Get-together  — See you 
there!      
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SAPPER SUMMIT SUPPORT 

 Can you help with news items, suggestions, and letters 
to the editor, etc. Send them to:  
 Austin Byrne on Tel:  (03) 9803 1061    
 email to: austbyrne@netspace.net.au    

  We have one remaining  issue for 2013, and it will con-
centrate on reports and photos from 22 Engineer Regi-
ment Amalgamation Parade on 1 December. 
 Other articles are required by Monday  
2 December.  
Note that articles or opinions of authors or contribu-
tors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the 
position of the Association. The format and clarity of 
the articles is the responsibility of the contributor.  

SAPPER SUMMIT 

Sapper Summit is produced four times a year  
By  the  RAE  (Vic) Historical  and  Heritage  
Association   Inc.  (Reg No. A0046126U.) 
 
The President is Lt Col Colin Bowater (Rtd) 
The Secretary is WO1 Jim Davis (Rtd) 
The Editor is Maj Austin Byrne (Rtd) 

 
General Mail can be sent to: 

The Editor, Sapper Summit, 
RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association Inc, 
C/- Oakleigh Barracks,  
1318 North Road, 
OAKLEIGH SOUTH, VIC, 3167.  

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 

The Subscriptions Secretary, 

RAE (Vic) Historical and Heritage Association Inc, 
C/- 16 / 85 Gordons Rd 
SOUTH MORANG, VIC, 3752  

Rob Youl’s Column: 
 
 Our account of the life of WO II Mick Mace MM 
in the last issue of Sapper Summit was well received.  
 The Australian Dictionary of Biography has 
kindly consented to our publishing this account of an-
other decorated Victorian sapper, DV Darwin MM, a 
WW I soldier and later a distinguished civil engineer. 
We hope to combine these two interesting stories in a 
small booklet next year, incorporating family mementos 
presented by the Darwin family to the Victorian RAE 
History and Heritage Association. 
 

Darwin, Donald Victor (1896–1972) 

by Don Chambers 
 

 Donald Victor Darwin (1896-1972), civil engi-
neer, was born on 11 October 1896 at Redhill, South 
Australia, son of Henry Darwin, a native-born bank 
manager, and his wife Jessie Louise Cleta, née Gmeiner. 
Educated at the Collegiate School of St Peter, Adelaide, 
and the University of Melbourne (B.C.E., 1920; M.C.E., 
1926), he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 3 
January 1916. He reached France in November as a sap-
per in the 10th Field Company, Engineers. From 28 
March to 1 April 1918 at Buire, near Albert, he recon-
noitred front-line posts while under heavy fire and was 
awarded the Military Medal. He was discharged in Mel-
bourne on 25 May 1919. 

 Joining the infant Country Roads Board of Vic-
toria, Darwin was appointed assistant-engineer in 1920 
and bridge engineer in 1924. One of his major projects 
was to design the Princes Highway's crossing of the 
Barwon River. In 1929 he was promoted to assistant 

chief engineer. He contributed significantly to the 
C.R.B.'s plan to meet the needs of the automobile era 
by constructing a system of 'low cost' motor roads. That 
task involved systematic experiments on the road-
building qualities of a wide variety of locally-occurring 
soils and rocks, and the development of efficient ma-
chinery and streamlined techniques for the construc-
tion of bitumen surfaces on arterial motor routes. 

 On 1 March 1930 Darwin married a 24-year-
old music teacher Evelyn Hope Scott at the Presbyterian 
Church, Malvern. Appointed chief engineer in 1940, he 
brought his versatility to the building requirements of 
munitions facilities and airfields in Victoria, and to de-
fence-related constructions in the Northern Territory 
(including the Stuart Highway). His appointment to the 
three-member board of the C.R.B. in 1945 reflected 
respect for his engineering and administrative capaci-
ties. 

 During the stressful period of postwar recon-
struction, in 1949 Darwin became chairman of the 
C.R.B., while continuing to lecture and examine in civil 
engineering at his old university. He supervised a major 
upgrading of the State's roads and bridges system, and 
helped the C.R.B. to plan for the advent of high-density, 
urban, motor traffic and heavy-duty freeways to link 
major population centres. 

 Articulate and dedicated, with uncommon in-
tellectual ability and a prodigious memory, Darwin was 
a demanding administrator, capable of visionary and 
encouraging leadership. He was not, however, a master 
of the arts of political compromise or expediency, and 
some blamed him for a decline in C.R.B. influence. One 
protégé described him as 'an academic person . . . quite 
shy but humorous . . . a hard person to get to know'. 
That painful shyness, a notoriously clammy and limp 

Gallipoli Tour, 2015 
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handshake, and a devout Anglican's moral scrupulous-
ness contributed to Darwin's difficulties in relating to 
State and municipal politicians. 

 Having retired in 1962, he assisted the Austra-
lian Road Research Board. That year he won the Kernot 
medal. He was appointed I.S.O. in 1963 and awarded 
the (Sir) Peter Nicol Russell medal in 1966 by the Insti-
tution of Engineers, Australia, an organization he had 
served as president in 1957. Survived by his wife and 
daughter, Darwin died on 8 March 1972 at Malvern and 
was cremated. His estate was sworn for probate at 
$123,692. 
 

Reference: 
Don Chambers, 'Darwin, Donald Victor (1896–1972)', Austra-
lian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, in 
John Ritchie (ed.), Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 
13, Melbourne University Press, 1993, pp. 572-573. 
 

The online reference is: Don Chambers, 'Darwin, Donald Vic-

tor (1896–1972)', Australian Dictionary of Biography Online, 

2006, http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/darwin-donald-victor

-9903/text17533, accessed 2 April 2013. 
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… Rob youl 

 

Recent Events 

OFFICERS WATERLOO DINNER 
 
There are two reports  from this year’s Waterloo Dinner. 
The first is from  LTCOL Pilbeam, and is a very good  
report on the Local  Sapper family 
 
 “Brigadier Slater; Brigadier McManus; Colonel 
Raike; Colonel Wertheimer; Colonel Westphalen; LTCOL 
Johnstone; fellow Sappers. 
 Firstly, thanks Kirk for your kind words and for 
representing the corps of Signals this evening.   Your 
attendance certainly continues the tradition and recog-
nises the historical link between Engineers and Signal-
lers that was struck all of those years ago with the con-
struction of Watson’s Pier at Gallipoli.    
 The Watson’s pier display and walkway at the 

Defence Force of Signals is a true reflection of the im-
portance that the corps of signals places in this histori-
cal event.   It could also be a sign of their secret pining 
to return to the RAE!!! 
 Whilst I am on the topic it would also be re-
miss of me to not express my thanks for the use of the 
Royal Australian Signals Corps Officers’ mess for this 
dinner tonight.  
 As I touched on earlier this evening I want to 
take the opportunity to formally recognise that this will 
be the final year that our Reserve Combat Engineer and 
Construction Regiments will exist as separate Regi-
ments, not just here within the 4th Brigade but across 
the Reserve. As most of you know, under Plan BEER-
SHEBA the Combat Engineer and Construction Regi-
ments within the Reserve will merge to form Engineer 
Regiments.  Each Engineer Regiment will comprise of 
two Combat Engineer Squadrons and a single Construc-
tion Squadron.      
 The mergers will take effect on the 1st of Janu-
ary 2014 and here within 4 Bde the 4th Combat Engi-
neer Regiment and the 22nd Construction Regiment will 
merge to form the 22nd Engineer Regiment.   Our sister 
Combat Engineer and Construction Regiments within 5 
and 8 Brigade will merge to form the 5th and 8th Engi-
neer Regiments respectively, and within 11 Brigade in 
Queensland the 11th Engineer Regiment will be raised.  
For the 3rd Field Squadron in 9 Bde and the 13th Field 
Squadron in 13 Bde they will transfer under command 
of their respective Brigade’s Infantry Battalions how-
ever technical control will remain with the Force Engi-
neer Branch. 
 This new unit structure and revised training 
cycle has been designed to position the Engineer Regi-
ments to make a more targeted contribution to the 
Regular Force.  In simplistic terms, into the future the 
22nd Engineer Regiment will forge closer ties with 3 Fd 
Squadron in South Australia to generate capability that 
will directly support the 1st Combat Engineer Regiment 
in Darwin. 
 This of course is simply the headline informa-
tion.   A significant body of work started many years 
ago to get us to the point where the merger is immi-
nent and a number of you have been involved along the 
way, particularly my command team and LTCOL Potter 
and his team at 22CR these past 18 months. 
 In recognition of the pending merger it is pru-
dent to remind ourselves of how these two proud units 
got their start in life. 
 The 22nd Construction Regiment was formally 
born on the 4th August 1950, however it had been in 
the planning stages from March of 1947 when MAJGEN 
C.S. Steele, DSO, MC approached the Minister for De-
fence with a plan to establish a form of Permanent 
Corps of Engineers. This marked the birth of the Supple-
mentary Reserve with units being sponsored by semi-
Government bodies such as Country Roads, State Riv-
ers, MMBW and SEC, with the view being that during  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/darwin-donald-victor-9903/text17533
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/darwin-donald-victor-9903/text17533
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peace time these units would provide public works 
tasks similar to the system that already existed within 
the Unit States at the time. 22 Construction Regiment 
was initially administered by the Chief Engineers 
Branch, Southern Command, but with the formation of 
HQ 6 Engineer Group at Swan Street in 1953 (later des-
ignated HQ 6 Construction Group in 1960) the Regiment 
came under command of this HQ. 
 The original location for the Regiment was at 
Swan Street and many of you would have spent a num-
ber of years serving at this depot and no doubt have 
fond memories of it.   In the 1980’s the site and the 
surrounding area was identified for transfer to the State 
Government, ostensibly to make way for the then fu-
ture City Link Development.  So under the guidance of 
Colonel (later) Brigadier R (Bob) Slater planning began 
for the move from Swan Street to Oakleigh. On Sunday 
3rd November 1991 soldiers marched out of their be-
loved Swan Street in what is known as the “Swan Song” 
and on 1st December 1991 the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Robert Ray) opened the Multi User Depot at 
Oakleigh, which is where the bulk of the Regiment re-
mains to this day.  
 And if we flash forward sixteen years from 
then, in 2007, 22 Const Regt transitioned from being a 
DCU of Land Command Engineers to become under 
command of the 4th Brigade. 
 Now to the 4th Combat Engineer Regiment.   In 
1956 the RAE presence was first established in Ring-
wood, largely to address overcrowding problems at 
Swan St.   Over the years, the unit’s name and com-
mand arrangements have changed a number of times; 
from the 3rd Field Engineer Regiment, the16th Field Engi-
neer Regiment, the 7th Field Engineer Regiment, the 7th 
Engineer Support Regiment, and the 10th Field Squad-
ron and 38th Field Squadron.   Whilst we have some 
relatively recent ex-COs in the room, of note COL 
Wertheimer was the CO of the then 7 Fd Engr Regt 
from 1981-1983, followed by BRIG McManus from 1984
-85.   
 On the 1st of July 1995, 4 CER was formally 
raised. It comprised of the 10th Field Sqn and 38th Field 
Sqn and it was at this time that the new unit became 
part of the 4th BDE.  In recent years the 8th Combat Engi-
neer Squadron was also re-established and in the past 
12 months the Regiment has retired 38 Sqn and has 
directed all personnel to 8 and 10 Sqns in preparation 
for the merger. 
 Whilst 4 CER as a “Regiment” may only be 18 
years old, the 8th and 10th Sqns (or Field Companies as 
they were at the time) can trace their history back to 
WWI.   
 The 8th Field Company was originally raised as 
the 5th Field Company in 1914 and arrived at ANZAC 
Cove in September 1915 to take over from the New 
Zealand Engineers.  On the 10th of January 1916 the 5th 
Field Company was re-numbered to the 8th Field Com-
pany due to the arrival of another 5th Field Company 
that had arrived in Egypt from Australia.   The re- 

numbering was not very well received at the time which 
is not unsurprising given the service that the Company 
had already rendered. 
 The 10th Field Company was raised in March 
1916 and it set sail for England in Jun of that year.   In 
November 1916 the Company first deployed to the 
Western Front and occupied billets in the Rue de Flan-
dre in Armentieres. 
 Therefore the collective history of the two 
Regiments is very long and hard won and we have done 
our best to respect and preserve this history with the 
coming together of the two Regiments.    
 The 22nd Engineer Regiment will retain its ex-
isting three depots at Ringwood, Oakleigh and Newbor-
ough with the headquarter element to be based at 
Ringwood.  From a purely Combat Engineer perspective 
the opportunities for recruitment and growth in capa-
bility are significant under the new establishment.  
 In conclusion, I pay tribute to the memories 
and shared experiences for all Sappers from both Regi-
ments.  As we transition to 22 Engineer Regiment it is 
these memories and shared experiences that will shape 
the new Regiment and allow us to build and develop a 
new shared experience into the future. 
Thank you. 
… LTCOL Glen Pilbeam, CO 4CER 
 

 

RAE HEAD OF CORPS 

WATERLOO DINNER ADDRESS 
 
 This is the Head of Corps address for the  
Waterloo Dinner: 
 
 Good evening fellow Sappers and distin-
guished guests.  It is a pleasure to join you here tonight 
(or for this message to reach you in the various regions 
of this globe).  I am pleased to be able to deliver an-
other annual update and provide you with confidence 
that the Corps remains in good shape and a critical ele-
ment of our Army. 
 As your Head of Corps, I review the achieve-
ments of the Corps as a regular part of my responsibili-
ties.  Those reviews confirm that the Corps is working 
hard, achieving results and excelling in its contribution 
to the Australian Defence Force. 
 Appropriately let me first address our Corps 
contribution to operations.  In Afghanistan our people 
have continued to provide a complete range of engi-
neering skills in support of our Mentoring and Special 
Operations Task Groups, as well as in key coalition com-
mand and support positions.  This work remains essen-
tial to the force protection of ours, coalition and Afghan 
forces and underpins the undeniable deduction that 
Sappers must be deployed in sufficient numbers in any 
combined force.  The inherent dangers in any theatre of 
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war are driven home to us as we acknowledge the loss 
in Afghanistan of our comrades Sapper James Martin 
from 2 Combat Engineer Regiment to an insider threat 
event and Corporal Scott Smith from the Special Opera-
tions Engineer Regiment to an Improvised explosive 
device.  We mourn their absence from our midst and I 
ask that we cherish them and their sacrifice in our 
memories and commemorative ceremonies.   
 After nearly 14 years of continuous operations 
we are entering a new period where many of our global 
operations are ending.  Transition has been achieved in 
East Timor and our troops are home.  In the Solomon 
Islands our intervention has been successful and the 
remaining combined force is to be withdrawn later this 
year.  Afghanistan has also reached a milestone and 
much of our force structure has begun to thin out.  This 
includes our Corps contribution.  1 CER has been pro-
viding the Advisory Task Force support and SOER re-
mains an integrated part of the Special Operations Task 
Group.  Sappers are also essential to the force extrac-
tion, including engineering remediation activities cen-
tred on 19 CE Wks.   
 This is not the end of operations for the Aus-
tralian Defence Force.  Our Government has indicted an 
ongoing commitment to Afghanistan and Headquarters 
Joint Operations Command planning includes formed 
engineer capabilities as part of the future Australian 
force elements in the country for a considerable period 
to come.  This means we will need to continue to focus 
our support to deployed Sappers and ensure we remain 
ready for further deployments. 
 This rebalance from a significantly operations 
focussed Army to one which is rebuilding skills and pre-
paring for transformation will ensure we continue to 
face challenges.  The Government has introduced some 
budget austerity but Army resourcing remains strong 
against traditional norms and opportunities will re-
main.    
 Some of our challenges will centre on institu-
tionalising what we’ve learned on operations which will 
be important to our foundation skills and key to ensur-
ing we don’t have to learn lessons again in the fu-
ture.     Focus areas include EOD (and EOR) and Search, 
including the Australian Protected Route Clearance Ca-
pability (APRCC).   EXERCISE HAMEL will become even 
more important in the next 12-24 months.  
 Force modernisation is a second impera-
tive.   We have revised the RAE Core Mission Essential 
Task List, and are actively engaged in shaping Multirole 
Combat Brigade and Amphibious structures, as well as 
pursuing the equipment inserts envisioned in the 
Modular Engineer Force concepts. 
 Developments and or improvements affecting 
a number of our more specialised capabilities need to 
be consolidated to ensure those capabilities remain 
viable into the future.   These include Explosive Detec-
tion Dogs, Geospatial, Army Emergency Responders, 
Army Working Divers, Explosive Ordnance Disposal and 
water purification.   We are seeing or will see progress 

in each of these areas in 2013. 
 While the Australian Protected Route Clear-
ance Capability achieved full operational capability ear-
lier this year, for the first time in many years I can say 
that we are now making headway with new equipment 
outside the Counter Improvised Explosive Device realm. 
 Land 155 Enhanced Gap Crossing Capability 
achieved First Pass in February this year and the tender 
is to be released mid 2013. This project will replace the 
Floating Support Bridge, the Medium Girder Bridge and 
introduce a new Rapid Emplacement Bridge capability. 
 Land 998 Replacement Aviation Fire Truck 
achieved First Pass in June last year (2012) and will re-
place the Titan Fire Truck fleet for RAAF and Army. Ten-
der has closed with good outcomes and new vehicles 
will start appearing from no later than FY15/16.   
 JP 2110 Phase 1B CBRND has cleared the key 
internal committees this year and I expect First Pass 
with Government to be gained either late this year or 
early in 2014. The Project addresses the key capabilities 
across all five elements of CBRND including detection, 
identification and monitoring equipment; warning and 
reporting system; physical protection; hazard manage-
ment and medical support. 
 In a seemingly bonus announcement in sup-
port of my address, today the Minister for Defence an-
nounced that Joint Project 2044 Phase 4A Digital To-
pographic Systems has achieved Combined Pass ap-
proval.  This project will enhance Australia’s ability to 
work in the Geospatial Intelligence area and I look for-
ward to understanding the impact for our own Geospa-
tial capabilities. 
 The other encouraging sign for the future is 
our continued investment in Research and Develop-
ment for Corps critical search and detection capabili-
ties.  We intend that our people have the best equip-
ment capabilities imagined for our future roles. 
 Let me briefly address structures.  Army’s Plan 
Beersheba will require significant experimentation on 
the intended structures including the planned trial.  Our 
current Combat Engineer Regiment structures are well 
created for the intended support role and the Reserve 
Force transformation will enhance our ability to sustain 
and train our critical reserve capability.  The reserve 
transformation in the 2nd Division will see some old 
units disappear but will also create new a new Engineer 
Regiment.  The naming conventions will attempt to 
preserve our heritage and unit lineage in an appropri-
ate manner.  General Reserve service opportunities will 
remain strong and vital to Army. 
On the personnel side the Corps retains a healthy posi-
tion.  We have a continuing strong interest for service 
in the Corps at both the officer and soldier level.  We 
can continue to see good people coming to the Corps.  
They will join an experienced and operationally hard-
ened Corps and their education through personal en-
gagement with veterans will complement the formal 
training system.   The transfer of experience by our vet-
erans on an individual basis and as a formal activity is 
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essential to the future professionalism of our Army and 
Corps.  
The value of our Corps personnel asset is reflective of 
the recognition that individuals and units achieve.  In 
the Australia Day Honours list we had Major General 
Steve Day was made a Member of the Order of Austra-
lia for his role as Commander 7th Brigade and as Head 
Joint Capability Coordination; and Warrant Officer Class 
One Damien Woolfe was awarded a Conspicuous Ser-
vice Medal for his explosive ordnance disposal work at 
the Defence Explosive Ordnance Training School. In this 
weeks Queen’s Birthday Honours List, Brigadier Bill 
Sowry was made a Member of the Order of Australia 
for his work with the Reserve, Cadets and Employer 
support; Warrant Officer Steven Di Tullio received a 
Medal of the Order of Australia for his outstanding ser-
vice as an RSM across three of our units; while Lieuten-
ant Colonel Scott Corrigan received a Conspicuous Ser-
vice Cross for his role as Commander of the Special Op-
erations Engineer Regiment. From the operation in Af-
ghanistan there are two awarded SOER personnel, the 
first a sapper, Sapper R, received a Commendation for 
Gallantry for bravery under fire rescuing a wounded 
team mate and a sergeant, Sergeant W, received a 
Commendation for Distinguished Service for his role in 
explosive ordnance disposal and engineer leadership.  I 
am sure you join me in congratulating each of these 
members for their outstanding contribution to Army.  
Their achievements enhance the reputation of the 
Corps at large. 
 We also had the awarding of Army’s first unit 
honour award since Vietnam when the Governor Gen-
eral awarded 17th Construction Squadron their Honour 
Distinction in May.  This non-warlike honour recognised 
17’s role in support of the United Nations Transition 
Assistance Group in the transition of Namibia to inde-
pendence in 1989/1990.  This is a great honour to one 
of our Corps units. 
 Honouring our current and past heroes should 
lead us to reflect on the health of the whole Corps fam-
ily.  We continue to see the effects of Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder on our peers.  We must remain vigilant 
to the signs, step forward to support and keep our 
mates engaged in our family.  That way we will be there 
to support those who served.  This remains one of our 
highest priority tasks.  Our units have been doing great 
work in support of their members and our RAE Founda-
tion is increasing in its ability to provide additional sup-
port.  Let’s all make an additional effort this year to be 
part of the support to those in need. 
   I have recently toured the construction site 
for the relocation of the School of Military Engineering.  
Yes it has commenced and yes, the School will move.  
The envisaged facilities will be world class and give the 
Corps the opportunity to deliver better training out-
comes.  The move of the School is also looking after our 
heritage with Memorials and the historical collection 
being sensitively and appropriately incorporated into 
our future Corps home.  The target date for the move is 

early 2015 and the contract staff are focussed and give 
confidence that we plan for a new beginning in Hols-
worthy.  
2015 still looms large in the history of our Nation.  Your 
Corps Committee is planning for this significant mile-
stone and has considered a Corps based tour of the 
Gallipoli Peninsular in June 2015.  This is the first of 
many activities being discussed.  Those who wish to join 
this tour can find information in Sapper Magazine or in 
brochures which should be available in units.  ## 
 I remain extremely proud of the work of the 
men and women of the Corps.  Your dedication and 
professionalism has made our nation proud of our 
work.  Your compassion and support to those in the 
places we serve, to our population at large and to your 
mates remains a strength for the Corps.  I am sure you 
all join me in the disappointment that comes from the 
revelation by the Chief of Army of the current inappro-
priate behaviour scandal.  The Australian Army is a Na-
tional institution which serves to uphold the ideals of 
our country and to protect our citizens.  We need to live 
up to that expectation and our actions should attract 
the praise of the public, the politicians and the press.  I 
encourage everyone to listen to the Chief of Army’s 
message, reflect on why it is appropriate, what it means 
and what part you need to play in implementing the 
cultural change inherent in his message.  Our Corps has 
been a leading Arms Corps in integration.  We have 
developed strength by being inclusive and we should 
strive to stand out for the positive way we act both out-
wardly and in private.    
 I thank you for the opportunity to provide this 
update.  I encourage you to operate and train safely 
while looking to the welfare of your mates, to maintain 
contact with our past members, support the families of 
the deployed and to strive for continued excellence in 
service.  Thank you. 

## See p 14 for Tour details 

 
 

RESERVE  FORCES  DAY  MARCH,  2013 

A  Great  Day  -  Please Come Join Us!! 
 
 This year's march was once again a very suc-
cessful occasion. Held on Sunday, 7 July, at the Shrine 
of Remembrance, Melbourne, it was attended by some 
400 participants and spectators, including the twenty-
plus Sappers who marched. Our turn-out was, as ever, 
very good with the OSA's new President, Neville John-
son, leading the RAE contingent in the march;  Tony 
Jackson carrying the RAE Standard;  and WO1 Fiona 
Ince, immaculate in uniform, as our ASM.    
 The various Association banners, including our 
OSA and Woodpeckers, looked fine on the Shrine steps, 
the band was excellent and the horse contingent very 
well behaved. Even the weather was reasonably kind to 
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us. Our only disappointment was that our Sapper num-
bers are becoming fewer each year and, other than 
Fiona our great supporter, we have been unable to en-
courage serving members to attend. As usual, however, 
we were well supported by country representatives. 
 The Parade was well conducted and well sup-
ported by spectators while the speeches were short 
and appropriate to the occasion. Following the Parade, 
most of the Sappers moved on to enjoy an excellent  
  

lunch at the Emerald Hotel, South Melbourne, where 
we were joined by a number of members from other 
Corps. 
It proved to be a happy experience for all those who 
participated in the Parade, as well as those who were 
spectators. We extend a warm welcome to other Sap-
pers to join us at our Parade next year. 
 
 …  Bruce Campbell 

Coming Events 
There are several events which are happening in the immediate future as we go to press: 

 22 Const Regiment Ex-Members Reunion at Shepparton on 25—27 September 

 Excursion to the 22 Construction Regiment training at Puckapunyal on 26 September (advertised by email & lim-
ited mail-out.) 

  

These will be reported on in the next issue. 

The major coming event is the Amalgamation Parade on 1 December. Here is the formal invitation. It has already 

been distributed by email. There is a request for neat casual dress …  no shorts, hoodies, etc. 

 

Note: Regiment Reunions have been put off until the weekend 1—2 February 2014 

 
 

The Commanding Officer of the 4th Combat Engineer Regiment 
Lieutenant Colonel Glen Pilbeam 

requests the pleasure of the company of 

Past members of 4th Combat Engineer Regiment and 22nd Construction Regiment 

at the 
4th Combat Engineer Regiment & 22nd Construction Regiment 

Amalgamation Parade 
to be held at Simpson Barracks, Watsonia. 

on 

Sunday  01 December 2013 — at 2.00 pm 
 

               RSVP                                                                                         Dress:      Neat Casual  
               Wednesday 6 November 13   
                Require member details  
 including vehicle registration  number   

       To:   WO1 Peter Stanek 
           RSM, 4th Combat Engineer Regiment 
 56B Dublin Road, Ringwood East, Victoria, Australia, 3135 

                Tel: 03 9871 1428; Mob: 0429653675; Fax: 03 9879 7520 
 e-mail: peter.stanek@defence.gov.au 
  
4 CER Website: http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/sites/4CER/comweb.asp?page=9039&Title=Welcome 
  

mailto:peter.stanek@defence.gov.au
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/armyweb/sites/4CER/comweb.asp?page=9039&Title=Welcome
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From the Units 

4 CER 

From the CO:  

 The pending merger of the 4th Combat Engi-
neer Regiment with the 22nd Construction Regiment 
continues to be a key focus for both units, and prepara-
tions are well advanced for the establishment of the 
22nd Engineer Regiment (22ER) on the 1st of January 
2014. 
 The merger parade will be held at Simpson 
Barracks on the 1st of December 2013.  An open invita-
tion is extended to former members and their families 
to attend the parade, and a copy of the invitation is 
included within this edition of the Sapper Summit.    
The parade promises to be a special occasion that will 
appropriately recognise this significant milestone in the 
history of the RAE, especially in Victoria. 
 Whilst the structure of 22ER has been ratified, 
the posting of Reserve officers and soldiers into many 
of the new positions remains a work in progress.  The 
ARA postings have largely been finalised and we are 
preparing to welcome a number of new members to 
the Regiment in 2014. 
 4 CER was once again the focus of a VIP visit 
when the Commander of the 2nd Division, Major Gen-
eral Steve Smith AM, CSC, RFD visited the Regiment on 
the 3rd of August.  This was General Smith’s second visit 
to the Regiment in just over 12 months, and in addition 
to a unit brief he also received a briefing on the pro-
gress that the Regiments are making as they transition 
to 22ER. 
 The unit has recently welcomed home CAPT 
Jason Law, WO2 Berlinda O’Rourke and SGT Warwick 
Harvey from their deployment to Operation ANODE 
Rotation 30 in the Solomon Islands.  It is very pleasing 
to have these members return not only safe and well 
but also brimming with pride for the part they had to 
play in the success of the operation.  The return of the 
Rotation 30 contingent also marked the completion of 
the Army’s ten year commitment to Operation ANODE, 
with the first contingent having deployed on the 24th of 
July 2003. 
 The Regiment has also recently farewelled MAJ 
Paul Nowak to OP SLIPPER where he will be deployed 
until early next year.  Our thoughts and support are 
with Paul’s family, particularly so given he will spend 
Christmas away from them this year. 
 4CER / 22ER has been tasked with providing a 
Troop sized contingent to the Operation RESOLUTE 
Transit Security Element 72 (TSE-72).  Approximately 
450 – 500 ADF personnel support Operation RESOLUTE 
at any one time and it represents the ADF's contribu-
tion to Australian whole-of-government efforts to pro-
tect Australia's Exclusive Economic Zone.   TSE soldiers 
are sent to sea to supplement Major Fleet Units and the 

Patrol Boats and their primary role is to form part of 
boarding parties that apprehend illegal vessels and can 
also provide assistance as part of the steaming parties 
placed on board apprehended vessels.   It is expected 
that the contingent will deploy during the period March 
to June 2014 which will be preceded by two months of 
pre-deployment training in Darwin.   This deployment 
offers a fantastic opportunity for our Sappers to con-
tribute to this ongoing and critical operation.  
 As 2013 draws to a close we continue to pre-
pare for our culminating exercise in October with EX 
PLATYPUS ATTACKS, which will be a seven day exercise 
that will test and evaluate the Sapper skills that unit 
members have been training for this year.   The exercise 
will be conducted at P&EE Graytown and it promises to 
be a challenging and professionally rewarding training 
opportunity for all members of the Regiment.  
 
 ... LTCOL Glen Pilbeam, CO. 
 

From the Adjutant: 
 
 Since the last edition of Sapper Summit the 
Regiment has continued to provide Officers and Sol-
diers with interesting, challenging and varied training 
involving all corps and sapper skills. 
 Our main effort, in terms of Engineer training, 
is focused on EX PLATYPUS ATTACKS which is our culmi-
nating activity for the year.  This training exercise will 
run over 10 days at Puckapunyal where all the training 
and development conducted throughout the year will 
be tested and evaluated. 
 The July training weekend (EX PLATYPUS DE-
FENDS 1), at the Ringwood East depot, focused on the 
construction of a number of Tetrahedrons and other 
counter mobility structures.  Nothing makes sappers 
happier than making big concrete things, especially 
when the concrete comes delivered in trucks and not 
made in batch lots. 
 Once constructed and set, the obstacles were 
transported down the freeway to the Newborough de-
pot for the August training weekend (EX PLATYPUS DE-
FENDS 2).  This task was effortlessly completed under 
the watchful eye of WO2 Ray Meehan without incident 
or loss of any huge pieces of concrete on the freeway. 
In addition to this load, a Mack with 20 tonne trailer 
rumbled up and down the freeway no less than 4 times 
to deliver a range of other defence stores and the Skid 
Steer Loader (SSL).   
 The scenario for this training has allowed for 
operators gaining a number of valuable hours on the 
SSL developing and enhancing the operators’ skill sets. 
The obstacles and SSL will be put to good use during EX 
PLATYPUS ATTACKS and WO2 Meehan will again put his 
transport skills to the test when all those defence stores 
and engineer equipment will be transported to Pucka-
punyal.   
 The 2013 Waterloo Dinner was held at the 
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RASIGS Officers’ Mess on 21 June.  The dinner was a 
great success and attended by approximately 60 RAE 
officers from the Southern region.  It was very pleasing 
to see a number of retired officers attend the function.  
The Signals Corps officer in attendance was LTCOL Kirk 
Johnstone the current Commanding Officer of the De-
fence Force School of Signals at Watsonia.  The details 
of LTCOL Johnstone’s speech left no one in any doubt 
how the traditional link between the Signals Corps and 
the Royal Australian Engineers is valued.  
 Holding the dinner on a Friday night proved to 
be very popular with those attending as it had minimal 
effect on family and home commitments over the 
weekend.  Of note, the 1st Waterloo Dinner in 1915 was 
also held on a Friday.  
 The Regiment will hold a dining in night on 26 
Oct.  This dinner will mark the last formal dinner under 
the 4 CER unit structure prior to the raising of the 22nd 
Engineer Regiment.  The occasion will be the opportu-
nity for all unit Officers, Warrant Officers, Senior Non 
Commissioned Officers and partners to enjoy a formal 
dinner in a social setting, as well as farewelling a num-
ber of personnel who will be posting out at the end of 
2013. 
 
 … LT Ian Green,  
      Adjutant    

 

22 CONSTRUCTION REGIMENT 

— 91st Forestry Troop — 
Past, Present and Future. 

 For the past seven years the 39th Construction 
Squadron’s 91 Forestry Troop has been successfully 
conducting forestry operations in Eastern Victoria to 
the benefit of many organisations.  To date their efforts 
have aided the Caringal Scout Camp, The High Country 
Rail Trail Association and the ADF in general. 
 During 2006, due mainly to the efforts of Colo-
nel John Raike, Major Chris Reeves and Major Geoff 
Pike, 91st Forestry Troop was re-raised as part of 39th 
Construction Squadron. The resurrection of the troop 
was to augment the construction capabilities of the 
Squadron and provide a specialist METL for 22 Con-
struction Regiment that is exclusive to the Newborough 
Depot and unique within the ADF.  
 The training of specialist forestry soldiers was 
undertaken in three parts. Firstly, members were 
trained in the appropriate skills to fell timber over one 
meter in diameter, ensuring the process was carried 
out safely, whilst ensuring the maximum amount of 
yield.  
 Members were sent to the TAFE accredited 
‘Forestech’ in Bairnsdale, where different levels of com-
petency were gained from a series of fortnight long 

courses.  The latest courses, presented over two 
weeks from 11-22 March 2013, allowed for the main-
tenance of the Fundamental Input to Capability of the 
Field Engineers by introducing new members to fell-
ing activities and the up skilling of senior members to 
advanced level felling accreditation. At present, there 
are 11 members holding accreditation from basic to 
intermediate level felling. 
  The second stage of training was to invest 
significant time in operating and maintaining the 
‘Lucas Mill’ – the Army’s latest Portable Saw Mill 
(PSM).  This mill has proved to be a versatile asset 
and can be operated on a range of different terrain 
enabling onsite milling, which removes the need for 
large dozers and tractors that can be harmful to the 
environment when used excessively.  The third as-
pect of training was to research, write and rehearse 
felling coupe management strategies that focused on 
safety, yield and minimising the environmental foot-
print left behind.  The members of 39th Construction 
Squadron created these management strategies, in 
conjunction with the Department of Sustainability 
and Environment (DSE), the outcome of which has 
been a series of standard operating procedures and 
risk management processes tailored specifically to 
meet the demands of both civilian forestry practice 
and the ADF.  
 After the training, an initial felling coupe was 
set up near Blue Rock Dam, northwest of Moe, in a 
DSE firewood collection area.  This location was 
handy for 39th Construction Squadron, being close to 
the Newborough Depot; however, the size of the 
timber was limited and other locations were ex-
plored. The Squadron has worked in numerous loca-
tions across Victoria, and is continually improving 
coupe management and procedures. 
  In 2011, 39th Construction Squadron 
worked at Caringal Scout Camp where large logs were 
milled to re-deck four wooden footbridges, which 
form an integral part of the pathway network linking 
campsites at the Camp.  Ongoing works are also car-
ried out at the Puckapunyal Military Area, where tim-
ber is milled to create materials for vertical construc-
tion, including concrete formwork, fence palings and 
stud walls.  
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 The most recent forestry activity has been to 
assist the High Country Rail Trail (HCRT) to complete a 
series of trestle bridge refurbishments for the trail sec-
tion between Tallangatta and Koetong, in the Victorian 
high-country commencing in October 2012 and remain-
ing a current training activity.  
 39th Construction Squadron won timber for 
the HCRT from DSE operated coupes in the area known 
as ‘Gould’s Block’, south of the Murray Valley Highway 
near Koetong. This was the first time 39th Construction 
Squadron has undertaken full forestry operations as a 
squadron in order to produce construction grade tim-
ber suitable for bridging. The effort by all the members 
of 39th Construction Squadron, with expert assistance 
from Major Geoff Pike, has ensured the HCRT have re-
ceived a high quality product for use on their bridges.  
The fact that 39th Construction Squadron is heading 
back to Tallangatta for a third time in October 2013 
shows that both the DSE and the HCRT are very happy 
with operational safety, environment and coupe man-
agement systems and processes the squadron has pro-
vided.   
 To date, 39th Construction Squadron has 
milled in the order of 500 pieces of useable timber 
ranging from 600x350x6000 long girder beams, to 
75x50x3000 long handrail sections. With the construc-
tion of a permanent milling facility at the PMA, plans 
are in place to make more of concerted effort on milling 
timber in close proximity to Melbourne in order to re-
duce travel distances and wasted training hours. 
 

 
The aim of 91st Forestry Troop, in the future, is to en-
sure that under PLAN BEERSHEBA, the forestry capabil-
ity will strengthen the provision of resources to the ADF 
throughout Australia and overseas. 91st Forestry Troop,  
 

under the new 22nd Engineer Regiment, is hopeful that 
it will be able to fulfil a role that in the past has been 
undertaken by civilian contractors. The regiment will be 
able to deploy not only small sections of fellers and 
millers, but also as a troop of forestry operators, sup-
plying valuable resources to the ADF whether it be for 
local infrastructure on peace keeping missions or during 
a time of hostility. 
 
 … LCPL Owen TOWNSEND 
 
 

105th Construction Squadron  
 
 
 In preparation for the merger of 4CER and 
22CR, under PLAN BEERSHEBA, 2013 has seen signifi-
cant efforts by 105th Construction Squadron  (105CS) to 
transform the 22CR Engineer Compound to prepare it 
as a functional and operating home for the new 22 En-
gineer Regiment in 2014. 
 In June, 105CS demolished the old ablution 
block in preparation for a newly designed facility.  Au-
gust saw 105 CS commence the construction of the new 
facility providing an opportunity to further enhance the 
Squadron’s construction capability in block laying and 
complex concreting skills in addition to carpentry. 
 Further to the ablution facility the Squadron 
supported by 39CS prepared the foundation works for 
two new all-weather training shelters, which when 
completed will provide the new Regiment additional 
multipurpose facilities. 
 

Progress of all-weather training shelters  
 
 EX LAE: 18-27 Oct 13, will be very busy for the 
Squadron with plans to complete the ablution facility 
providing male and female showers and toilets and ex-
ternal shaving amenities as well as constructing a large 
hardstand within the Engineer Compound whilst mak-
ing repairs to the retarding basin and repairing a culvert 
just outside the compound. 



11 

 As a result of the good construction works 
completed in March 2013 (the B-vehicle sneaker range 
and Classification Range Refurbishment), Directorate of 
Operations and Training Area Management (DoTAM) 
have requested that 105 CS, in October 2013, create of 
a blast wall on the Static Grenade Range 2 (SGR2). This 
will improve the efficiency of the PMA range space and 
allow the SGR2 to operate while the road parallel to the 
range remains open to other users.  
 Additionally, in October, 39 CS will be attached 
to 105 CS IAW Plan Beersheba and they will fell trees in 
the high country to be brought back to the Engineer 
Compound. They will also finish constructing a purpose 
designed Milling Site within the Engineer Compound 
and build an NEB for Defence Support – Puckapunyal 
(DS-P).  105CS will construct a track from the newly 
erected NEB allowing a direct path from the new ac-
commodation to the School of Armour on behalf of  
DS-P. 
 Exercise LAE will see 105CS and 39CS join 
forces to assist in establishing a new home at PMA for 
the new combined Victorian Engineer Regiment: 22nd 
Engineer Regiment, with functional facilities – head-
quarters buildings and ablution amenities,  training, 
storage, vehicle maintenance and operating areas. 
 
…  MAJ Scott A. D’Rozario and CAPT Matt HO 
 
 
 
 

Prince of Wales Award Recipients   
— 22nd Construction Regiment — 

 
 The Prince of Wales Award (POWA) Scheme 
seeks to reward selected ADF Reservists for their dedi-
cation and commitment to Reserve service, by provid-
ing an opportunity for individuals to undertake a train-
ing or development activity related to their civilian oc-
cupation or profession. The Scheme is conducted in 
conjunction with the Defence Reserves Support Council. 
 The experience and knowledge gained from a 
successful POWA activity will provide ongoing benefits 
to the civilian employer, Defence and the Reservist 
while promoting cooperation and support between 
Defence and civilian employers. POWA applicants are  
judged on the merit of their applications in the context 
of their civilian employment or professional area, and 
have an equal chance of receiving a POWA irrespective 
of area of employment within the ADF. 
  POWA recipients receive up to $8000 to un-
dertake an agreed activity. In 2012, two applicants from 
22nd Construction Regiment – CAPT Joshua Farnsworth 
and CPL Mark Hicks – were awarded the POWA for Vic-
toria. In 2013, CAPT David Ferwerda and CPL Scott 
White were two of three recipients to be awarded the 
POWA for Victoria. 
 A summary of each member’s agreed activities 

are below. 22 Const Regt congratulates its members for 
their achievements in 2012 and 2013. 
 
CAPT Joshua Farnsworth – POWA Recipient 2012 

 I am currently completing an online Diploma of 
Project Management by Project Management Develop-
ment International. Completion of this Diploma 
will provide formalised training in direct support of my 
civilian occupation as a Project Engineer with Global 
Engineering Company ABB. Being a recipient of the 
POWA has enhanced my professional development by 
providing structured direction in internationally recog-
nised approaches towards successfully managing large 
scale projects in a multi-disciplinary professional envi-
ronment.  
 
CPL Mark Hicks – POWA Recipient 2012 

My career in building began soon after enlisting as a 
Sapper at 4CER in June 1996. About the same time I 
started my carpentry apprenticeship. Over the last 16 
years I've been able to share my carpentry knowledge 
on many rewarding projects with 4CER and since April 
2005, 22 Const Regt. The cross over of skills continues 
in my civilian work with Ellington Design and Building. 
The POWA has giving me the opportunity to build on 
these core leadership skills and build on my construc-
tion knowledge benefiting the Army, my employer and 
myself. My activity included undertaking the Diploma of 
Building and Construction and also the Certificate IV in 
Occupational Health and Safety at Holmesglen TAFE. I 
am undertaking study part-time, whilst I work full-time 
and continue in my role as Troop Sergeant for 80 Re-
sources Troop, and will be completed in 2014. 
 

L-R: CPL White, CAPT Farnsworth, CPL Hicks and  
CAPT Ferwerda.  

Recipients of the Prince of Wales Award  
in 2012 and 2013. 
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CAPT David Ferwerda – POWA Recipient 2013 

 Following my return from CFTS in December 
2012 I finalised my accreditation with the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants Australia (ICAA) and became a 
Chartered Accountant in early 2013. As I was self-
employed at the time I was fortunate to be nominated 
for the POWA through the ICAA. Receiving the POWA 
will allow me to professionally develop my accounting 
and business advisory career by gaining the Certificate 
of Public Practice and registering as a Tax Agent in late 
2013. Both these qualifications are required to publicly 
practice accounting and taxation advisory and to lodge 
and advise of taxation matters within Australia with the 
ATO. The POWA has provided me the opportunity to 
continue my goal of private practice and becoming a 
practicing chartered public accountant. 
 
CPL Scott White – POWA Recipient 2013 

 I have been in the construction industry since 
1991 and established my own business in April 2008, 
initially undertaking minor domestic/commercial light 
and power installations, repairs and alterations. I ap-
plied for the POWA to assist me with undertaking the 
National Environmental Balancing Bureau (NEBB) Test-
ing Adjusting and Balancing (TAB) Technician Program, 
followed by the NEBB TAB Certified Professional Pro-
gram. These courses aim at providing my business with 
industry recognised qualifications and further expand 
my current level of HVAC diversity within the commis-
sioning industry. On receiving the POWA, I am now able 
to extend my experience in air conditioning/mechanical 
services commissioning and audit work and recognise 
an opportunity linked with the industry shortage of 
competent and qualified HVAC commissioning techni-
cians. 
  These courses aim at providing his business 
with industry recognised qualifications and further ex-
pand his current level of HVAC diversity within the com-
missioning industry. 
 
 

Promotions, Departures and Awards 
 
Promotions 
 Major: S. D'Rozario 
 
  Corporal: C. Bryan,  D. Bush, M. Burgess,  
  J. Farren-Price, B. Waterford 
   
Lance Corporal: L. Arber, D. Harrison, S. Johnston,  
  S. Lehman, R. Smith 
  
Departures:  
 20 plus years LCPL R. Furlong, CPL A. Longley 
   
Awards: PTE K. Luck – Soldiers Medallion 

From the Associations 

 

OLD SAPPERS ASSOCIATION INC. 

 This years Waterloo dinner was held at Clayton 
R. S. L. on 23rd June 2013. What a superb dinner it was 
— with 60 people in attendance and all had a wonder-
ful time. Our speaker for the Dinner, Mr. Ray Heath-
cote, Present of the Berwick R. S. L. gave a super talk 
that had all people listening with great interest. 
  The July meeting was held at the East Malvern 
R. S. L. with 11 members present and  13 members ten-
dering their apology.  
 The August meeting was well attended with 29 
people – including 18 members. Pamphlets were dis-
tributed re a Gallipoli Tour in 2015, and 3 More Reserve 
Forces Day Recognition Medallions were approved and 
sold. Plans were also made for the visit to Bendigo R. S. 
L. and the Passchendaele Barracks Memorial Military 
Museum. It was also moved and seconded that a dona-
tion of $200 be made to Bruce “Bluey” Allen to help 
him out after fire destroyed his home. 
  The September meeting was held at the 
Bendigo R. S. L. with 14 people in attendance, including 
Jack Muir, ex S S M  105 Const. Sqn and his lovely wife, 
Gwen. 
  
…  John McNabb. 
Sec. / Treas.   
 
 
 

 
WOODPECKERS 
 
 
 The association had some 14 members at its 
annual meeting and lunch at Box Hill RSL on Sunday 11 
August. The meeting adopted the new Victorian model 
constitution, and elected or re-elected Rob Youl as 
president, Mick Murray vice-president, Richy Fossett 
secretary, Graeme Ford treasurer, and a committee 
comprising Chris Costello, WO II Fiona Ince, Tony Jack-
son and John Morey. To everyone’s pleasure, Les and 
Elaine Malseed and Oliver and Carolyn Raymond at-
tended, as of course did Rob, so former OCs of 91 For-
estry Squadron were well represented. 
 The Woodies will have a weekend at Dimboola 
on 12-13 April 2014 at the local guides camp on the 
Wimmera River. Many sterling Woodpeckers during the 
period 1970-95 came from Dimboola. 
 
… Rob Youl 
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REUNION AT 4CER on 13 JULY 

The afternoon and evening was a great success thanks to the goodwill and good nature of those operating 
the Mess, and the supporters from 4 CER. 
Although numbers may have appeared small, those who were able to attend shared many great memories 
and renewed relationships that have got lost over the years. 
  — A great feeling, with the opportunity to renew friendships and to learn from the past and from those 
who are parading now — and dealing with the upcoming changes.   

BLUEY ALLEN – HOUSE FIRE 
 
 Many people would be aware that Bruce (Bluey) Allen lost his home and contents in a fire which occurred 
on 10 July.  
 The fire occurred while Bluey was at work; he was working 3 days per week.  Wendy, his wife was at home 

when the fire occurred in the lounge room. A spark through an open fire door ignited kindling nearby.  Also at home 

were a daughter and her two children. All were lucky to escape with only the clothes they were wearing. 

 The situation for Bluey was complicated by the fact that the home cannot be rebuilt on the same block 
within the insurance financial constraints due to the fact that the block is declared a ‘slip zone’, requiring expensive 
footings to modern standards, also a ‘fire risk area’, requiring steel framed building construction.  The block has 
been cleared and is now on the market. A fund was set up to help Bluey through his immediate financial problems.   
 

The following is a letter from Bruce and Wendy expressing their appreciation:- 

 “We are very grateful for all the assistance offered to us in the last two months, since the fire destroyed our 
home of 37 years. The response of the donations, clothing & household items from the army, neighbours, friends & 
clubs was more than amazing.  This has helped us get our lives back into a normal routine.  
 We are looking forward to a bright future and the prospect of buying our new home. The support we have 
received has been overwhelming, thank-you all so much. 
 Bruce has only one week left of his radiation treatment for prostate cancer and he is coming through very 
well with no side effects.  
  

Regards to you all  — Bruce ‘Bluey’ & Wendy Allen.” 
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HISTORY OF 1 FD SQN GP, RAE:   
SOUTH VIETNAM  

1965 – 1972 
By  Col (Ret'd) Brian J Florence, AM, MC 

 
 The official launch of the “The History of 1 Fd 
Sqn Gp, RAE:  South Vietnam 1965 -1972” was held at 
the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance on Sunday 18 
August 2013, immediately before the South Vietnam 
Veterans' Annual Memorial Parade.  
 Written by Col Brian Florence, one of the real 
sapper heroes of South Vietnam who commanded the 
Group in 1966-67, this excellent book gives complete 
details of operations of the Group during their period of 
operations throughout 1965-1972. Personal reference 
is made to almost 500 of the total of approximately 
2,000 sappers who served in the Group during that 
time. The book's author, Col Florence, is very conscious 
of the tendency of war historians to emphasise the 
work of officers and it is noticeable that in this history 
Brian Florence has concentrated on the work of the 
sappers and NCOs who were involved.  
 The book includes a wonderful series of photo-
graphs (both colour and black and white), maps and 
diagrams. It will make interesting reading for men of all 
ranks who served in South Vietnam, as well as younger 
personnel interested in reading of the lessons learned 
there. Throughout its pages, one reads there what it 
was really like for sappers to fight in an insurgent-type 
war.    
 The book launch was attended by about 70 
people, including many who had served in the Group, 
as well as family members. The launch was ably chaired 
by Col John Wertheimer, AM, RFD, a South Vietnam 
veteran and a Shrine Trustee. The first speaker, Gen 
Peter Gration, AC, OBE, a sapper officer who later 
served as Chief of the Defence Forces, spoke at length 
on the history of Australian military action in South 
Vietnam.   His rhetoric included the problems which 
resulted from the infamous barrier minefield, the work 
of the “tunnel rats” and the high casualty rates of the 
sappers, resulting from their dangerous work. Gen Gra-
tion also paid tribute to Col Brian Florence as OC, 1 Fd 
Sqn Gp, 1966-67.    
 Following Gen Gration's dissertation, Spr 
“Jethro” Thompson addressed the gathering in relation 
to his experiences throughout the Group's time in 
South Vietnam. Most unfortunately Spt Thompson was 
badly wounded in an accident at the barrier mine field 
there on 9 May, 1967, which resulted in the deaths of 
two sappers as well as the wounding of three, including 
Jethro who lost a leg, one hand and part of the other.   
 Col Florence, who spoke following Gen Gra-
tion, referred to the effect of war on soldiers and their 
families. He referred also to the tasks involved in the 
writing of such a history of warfare and the need to 
note the specific aspects of this particular war in a 

country and terrain previously unfamiliar to our troops.   
While the writing of the book presented an enormous 
task, Col Florence had found it a rewarding experience 
and was appreciative of the assistance he had received 
from many others along the way. 
 The book was then officially launched by Pro-
fessor Geoffrey Rosenthal, OBE, a Maj General in ARes, 
who had served as OC 6 Mob Med Tp. Professor Rosen-
thal, OBE, is a Professor in Neuro-Surgery and an au-
thority on the treatment of bomb blast injuries. 
 At the conclusion of formalities, Col Florence 
signed many of the 80 books sold to attendees at the 
launch that day.   This highly recommended book is 
now on sale at a cost of $50.00, plus postage where 
applicable.    
 
… Bruce Campbell 
 
Information from Vin Neale is that local stocks of the 
book are sold out, but limited copies are available 
from Paddy Martin. Check with him on (02) 6254 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 

Gallipoli Tour -- June 2015 
Centenary of the Waterloo Dinner 

The Corps is hoping to put together a touring party to 
visit Gallipoli in June 2015. At this stage planning is 
based on a touring party of 120, with a 14 day and 10 
day itinerary being proposed.  
 
Dates & costs:  
09-22 June 2015 .............. $6900  
11-21 June 2015 ...............$6125  
(Costs are per person, twin share and are based on cur-
rent exchange rates and airfares)  
 
For further information please contact WO1 Graham 
Toll at RAE.HOC@defence.gov.au or 02 8782 3582 
 
Inclusions:  
*  Return economy class airfare from all mainland  
 capital cities to Istanbul.  
*  All airport taxes, fees and charges.  
*  Share twin accommodation throughout, four star in 
 Istanbul, three star (Kum) at Gallipoli.  
*  Private Bosphorus cruise with lunch.  
*  Private boat tour along the Gallipoli coast, subject to 
 ferries being available in 2015.  
*  Australian battlefield guide per coach throughout.  
* Local English speaking guide throughout.  
* Deluxe air conditioned coaches.  
*  Tips to local guides and drivers.    
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VALE  

MICHELLE MARKS 

9 October 1969 – 20 June 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 On the 27th June 2013, I attended the funeral 
of Michelle Marks, the wife of Sapper Anthony Marks, a 
long serving member from 22 Construction Regiment. 
Michelle was just 43 yrs. old when she lost her battle 
with Leukaemia leaving behind her husband and two 
young children (Laura and Justin). 
 The Service was held at the Victoria Police 
Chapel in Mount Waverley which was significant to the 
Marks family as it was where Anthony and Michelle 
were married and where their two children were chris-
tened. 
 The service was very well attended with over 
500 people joining together to pay their respects to 
Michelle and show their support for the family. The 
value of this family to the community was clearly evi-
dent by the number of people attending the service. 
The service revealed what a wonderful person Michelle 
was; her son Justin sang the song “Tears in Heaven”, 
her daughter Laura read a story about their mum and 
there was a CD recording played which had been writ-
ten and sung by Michelle during her rehabilitation pe-
riod called “that’s when I knew”.   
 Anthony is a Police Officer and has a strong 
support network through his employer, Army, family 
and friends. I know that there has been a lot of support 
provided to the family and I am sure that this will be 
ongoing. The CO, 22 Construction Regiment (LTCOL 
Darren Potter) was  represented by CAPT  Scott D’Ro-
zario, Officer Commanding 105 Construction Squadron. 
 At the completion of the service, all guests 
were then invited to celebrate the life of Michelle at 
the wake, which was held at the combined Officers and 
Sgt’s Mess at Oakleigh Barracks. 
A very sad day but it was celebrated as Michelle would 
have wanted in wonderful surroundings with family, 
friends and work colleagues coming together to re-
member her life and achievements.  
 
…  Jim Davis 
RAE Southern Region Corps Committee. 

VALE 

S/Sgt ALAN JOHN MOORE 
24 December, 1934 – 5 September, 2013 

(105 Const Sqn 1958 – 1989 approx) 
Together with Alan's wife of 54 years 

ELSJE (nee NENGERMAN) 

 Retired members of 22 Const Regt have been 
shocked and saddened to learn of the deaths of our 
well-remembered S/Sgt Alan Moore, together with his 
cherished wife, Elsje, who were tragically killed in a mo-
tor accident close to their home at Leongatha on 
Wednesday, 5 September, 2013. 

Alan enlisted into 105 Const Sqn in the late 
1950s.  He was well-known for his many years of excel-
lent service to 22 Const Regt, and served continuously 
until his retirement. He quickly demonstrated his abil-
ity, completed his NCO training and rapidly reached the 
rank of Sergeant, before being appointed S/Sgt in the 
late 1960s. Alan spent many years as a Troop Sergeant 
and was ever willing to accept any extra responsibility 
that may be entrusted to him. Throughout this time, 
Alan's service was recognised first by the award of the 
EM, which was presented at a Squadron training parade 
at Williamstown Rifle Range,  and later by the award of 
an RFM. He served continuously for some 30 yrs. 

Alan's civilian life was spent in the Survey Divi-
sion of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission 
(SRWSC). He started work there as a survey chainman, 
then completed the SRWSC survey technician course 
and  became a Survey Assistant in 1960. He then moved  
to the Hydrographic Section of Surveys and, following 
experience gained at a number of hydrographic centres, 
was in 1970, appointed to operate the new hydro-
graphic centre at Leongatha. With his two assistants, he 
was responsible for operating and maintaining the 
Commission's various stream gauging stations in the 
South Gippsland area in a task which required meticu-
lous attention to detail, together with preparedness to 
work at all hours to record flood events. 

When the SRWSC was  broken up in 1995, Alan 
retired and the Moores purchased their house at Leon-
gatha, intent on spending the remainder of their lives 
there. They were great contributors to the local com-
munity, being heavily involved in the Junior Football 
Club, the RSL Cricket Club, Rotary Club and Probus. 
Their service to these  organisations included several 
years holding between them the offices of Treasurer, 
Secretary and President. 

Alan and Elsje are survived by their sons, 
Shane and Brett, daughter Linda and their respective 
partners, together with their eight much-loved grand-
children. Their tragic passing has been mourned by 
members of the Leongatha community and members of 
22 Const Regt join with them in extending our sympa-
thy to Alan and Elsje's family at this sad time.  
...  Bruce Campbell 
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