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outstanding lifestyle facili� es, a planned expansion capacity and a highly moti ated and energized sta� , are all stand 

out features of the new “home of the sapper” at the School of Military Engineering at Holsworthy in NSW.  Sapper 
Summit was privileged to be given a tour of the new SME on 27 August 2015                           (contin ed p2) 
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  SME HOLSWORTHY (cont) 
With the transi� on from SME Casula complete, Steele 

Barracks at Holsworthy is now fully operatio al and 

providing today’s ADF in general and the RAE in 

parti ular, with facili� es and opportuni� es their 
forebears  could never have imagined. 
 

OIC Engineer Tactic Cell, CAPT Chris Kukas, was 
justifi ly proud when he described SME Holsworthy as 
being “… a purpose built engineer training facility 

which includes a state of the art Explosive Detec� on 

Dogs training area …. all designed to allow for future 

expansion.”.  He went on to explain, “All of our 
classrooms are equipped with the most modern 

electronic aids and networking equipment.”  He 

commented that the move into a modern, purpose 

built environment has “...prompted a change in the 

collecti e mentality surrounding training delivery and it 
has provided an opportunity to re-assess how things 
are done.”  The result is an ongoing revision of training 

mailto:sappersummit@gmail.com
mailto:president@raevictoria.asn.au
mailto:secretary@raevictoria.asn.au
mailto:treasurer@raevictoria.asn.au
http://www.raevictoria.asn.au
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basketball court, squash courts and a cricket/football 
fie d complete with a sealed athleti s track are also co-
located with the gymnasium. 

The Messes at Holsworthy are Area Messes but it is 
not hard to recognize the RAE presence.  The Area 
Offi rs’ Mess is also the RAE Corps Mess and it is 
pleasing to note that some easily recognizable items 
from the old SME Mess have found their way to the 
new complex.  Both the O�� ers’ Mess and sergeants’ 
Messes proudly display their RAE Mess silverware, 
artwork and memorabilia items. 

RAE CORPS SHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to get items from the Corps Shop:  See 
h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php  For 
details for email corpsshop@gmail.com 

 

methodology and delivery to make maximum use of the  

facili� es to best prepare contemporary trainees for the 

many challenges they will face in their service lives. 
 

From IET to ARA and Reserve promotio  qualific tio  

courses, to  RAE trade courses and tri-service courses, 
the School of Military Engineering provides a modern 

and focussed training environment where trainees’ 
learning needs, personal and extra curricular needs are 

catered for to a “best prac� ce” standard. 
Gymnasium 

 

SO2 HOC , MAJ Craig Clunas said, “The accommodati n 

here provides service members with some of the best 
lines in Australia.”  There is no doubt his assessment is 
correct and it is a judgement that could only be 

endorsed by  sappers who experienced the SME of 
previous decades.  All accommodati n lines are new 

and are equipped with hea� ng and air condi� oning—
some, it was pointed out, even have panoramic views 
of the Sydney CBD.  O�� ers a� ending long courses 
such as ROBC, are provided with private rooms with en 

suite facili� es.  Soldiers a� ending the three month IET 

course are accommodated in three level blocks, each 

containing 48 private, air condi� oned rooms.  There are 

shared shower/toilet, laundry and common room 

facili� es on each floor. 

 

Sta�  and trainees at SME have easy access to the 
Holsworthy Area sport and physical training precinct.  
Here, soldiers can uti ize an indoor 50m pool (6m deep 
at one end with an overhead obstacle course fi ed), a 
superbly equipped gymnasium with cardio, weights and 
close quarter combat training rooms.  An indoor 

https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php
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Offi rs’ Mess above.  Sergeants’ Mess below. 



5 

 

MAJ Clunas said, “We had a staged transitio  to the 

new SME.  This caused some administra� ve and 

logis� cal di�� ulti s.  They are now behind us.  We are 

working hard to establish a RAE feel into the mess life 

and the new facili� es.”  With sappers as the main users 
of the area facili� es, it would appear that the RAE feel 

is established and is growing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the day, SME is about training.  With 

subject specific classrooms, modern electronics and 

networking assets, readily accessible prac� cal training 

facili� es and equipment and an evolving revitalizatio  

of training delivery, SME provides the Corps with an 

enhanced capacity to take on the challenges of the 

modern era. 

 

SME has un unmistakably posi� ve feel and energy 

about it.  As MAJ Clunas said, “All construc� on has 
been done with development in mind.  Everyone is 
really excited by the facili� es and the opportuni� es.”  

As a visitor, it is impossible not to recognize that 
excitement. 
 

Special thanks go to MAJ Clunas and CAPT Kukas who 

gave generously of their ti e to facilitate this feature 

on SME—the home of the sapper. 
Sapper Summit. 
 

RAE CORPS MUSEUM 

An Outstanding Asset for all Sappers 
Co-located with SME at Holsworthy, is the RAE Corps 
Museum.  When travelling to Holsworthy, I anti ipated 

some excitement in visi� ng  the new SME but I was 

unsure of my likely response to the museum given my 

fading recollec� ons of the facility at Morebank some 

decades ago.  How misplaced were those concerns! 
 

The RAE Museum at Holsworthy is without doubt a 

world class museum dedicated to telling the story of 
the RAE. 
 

The museum was funded as part of the SME relocatio  

and as a consequence, it is integrated into the training 

regime at SME.  It is a “living and breathing” collec� on 

of RAE history and as curator Sebastia  Spencer so 

aptly said, “… it is not just a building of old stu � .”   

 

Like SME, the museum is a state of the art 
construc� on complete with climate controlled storage 

for fragile books, uniforms, artefacts, fabrics and 

maps.  Whilst in one of the climate controlled storage 

rooms, I was fortunate to view a volunteer working on 

a World War 1 map of the Ypres Salient which had 

been marked by Australian miners showing troop and 

fortifi tio  locatio s and tunnel survey details.  The 

collectio  is both extensive and fascinating.   

 

The museum currently holds over a half a million items 
in its collec� on and it has been designed with 

expansion in mind, allowing it to cater for a growing 

collectio . 
 

Great credit must go to the curator Sebas� an Spencer 
and his team.  The displays are innova� ve and highly 

e� ec� ve.  Items are constantly rotated through 

displays to keep the museum fresh and vibrant. 
…………… contin ed p9 

MAJ Clunas said, “By retaining our historical items 
such as the Bailey Bridge, we have been able to both 

preserve items of historical significa ce and 

incorporate them into training.  For instance, in this 
case, students can come straight out of the dems 
classroom and prac� ce the placement of charges on 

an actual bridge.” 
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Dear fellow sappers 
I wish to thank the Editor Graeme Lambert for the 
excellent ANZAC editio  of Sapper Summit.  I know that 
Graeme put in an enormous amount of work for this 
collector’s edi� on.  I would also like to thank Graeme’s 
partner Christi e, Jim Davis and Maureen Rundell for 
their support to Graeme with the mail out.  I didn’t 
realize the work involved in posting over 200 copies.  
This special edi� on costs about $6.00 including post 
and packaging and therefore this is a one o� .  The cost 
was shared between the Southern Region Corp 
Commi� ee, the RAE Associatio  and the Patron Col 
John Wertheimer. 
 
WATERLOO DINNER 
The Waterloo Dinner was held on Saturday, 20 June 
2015 at Victoria Barracks.  This func� on is held each 
year to celebrate the construc� on of a pier at Gallipoli.  
The pier was finished on 18 June 1915 and this year was 
the 100th anniversary of Lt Stan Watson’s pier.  Over 70 
offi rs and senior NCO’s a� ended an excellent night.  
See report by Jim Davis. 
 
RESERVE FORCES DAY 
Over 60 members marched in the Reserve Forces Day 
on 4 July.  The Engineers had the largest contin ent, 
well done to all.  My thanks to Jim Davis for ge�� g the 
message out re the Parade and to Fiona Ince who was 
the ASM for the contin ent. 
 

VISIT TO WEST HEAD GUNNERY RANGE 
The Associatio  has organized an excursion to West 
Head Gunnery Range on 24 September to view the 
76mm guns firi g.  This is a unique opportunity to visit 
the Navy’s firi g range and HMAS Cerberus Museum.  
Contact Jim Davis if you are interested in a � ending. 
UNVEILING OF PLAQUES AT SITE 17 SEYMOUR 
On Saturday  10 October 2015, the Royal Australian 
Engineers Associatio  of Victoria (Inc) will install two 
plaques at the Australian Light Horse Memorial Park 
(site 17) Seymour. 
The fir t plaque commemorates units of the corps of 

Royal Australian Engineers known to have trained in 
this area during the following periods: 
World War 11 units 1932 to 1945 
CMF – Army Reserve Units 1948 - 1960. 
The units are listed on the plaque. 
The second plaque explains the role of Engineers and 
gives a brief descriptio  of the construc� on of a Bailey 
Bridge.  You are invited to a� end this unveiling.  A 
barbeque lunch will be provided by the commi� ee of 
the Australian Light Horse Memorial Park. 
An email will be sent to members with detailed ti ings 
and Order of Ceremony. 
 

UBIQUE 
COLIN BOWATER 
PRESIDENT 

Reynolds Dinner—Important Message 
from RAE Founda� on 

Dear Foundati n Supporters, 
Firstly - thank you to those RSVP and payments already 
received for the event that was planned for Oct 2015. 
Unfortunately, due to a number of unforeseen 
acti iti s and circumstances, the RAE Foundati n Board 
has reluctantly made the decision that it is no longer 
sustainable to proceed with the event as planned for 
October 2015. Fortunately, our Reynolds Charity Ball 
Partner, Rydges Hotel has generously allowed for the 
event to be rescheduled to February 2016. New event 
details are: 
Where: Rydges Melbourne (Exhibi� on St, Melbourne) 
Date: Friday 26 February 2016 
The new event is updated and available for 
registratio / � cket purchase on the Foundati n 
website. 
The Board is also interested in hearing from any 
members of the Melbourne / Victorian Sapper 
Community interested in being a part of the Reynolds 
Charity Ball Commi� ee. Please let me know via this 
email or phone - 0407 770 334. 
Much thanks for you understanding and ongoing 
support.  
Regards, 
Tara Bucknall 
Programme Manager 
Royal Australian Engineers Foundati n 

President’s Column 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS 

FOUNDATION 
 

For informati n about the Foundati n and news 
of events and projects, visit the Foundati n’s 
web site or click this link: 
 

www.raefoundati n.org.au 

http://www.raefoundation.org.au/
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remainder of the Regt will also exercise at Puckapunyal 
in a series of ac� viti s designed to achieve many of the 
unit’s METs – with an emphasis on the construc� on 
ones in parti ular.  Both exercises are equally 
important as the Construc� on METs achieved on the 
Regimental exercise will transfer directly across to the 
JACKA Engr SQN. 
 
We will contin e our high tempo through November 
with a � endance at Junior O� cer training, the hosting
of the 4 Brigade military skills compe� tio , and our 
own DACC preparati n prior to Christmas stand-down.  
In the background, our people will sti l contin e to 
a� end their promotio  and specialist courses but then 
we will come back together to re-group before the 
commencement of CY2016. 
 
Ubique 
LTCOL Michelle McCormack 
 

10 CES ac� vi� es Ex Platypus Shoots 15 

and Ex Platypus Endures 2015 
By LT Andreas BISCHOF and LT Martin STAWSKI 
 

12-14 June 2015 saw the 10CES led 22ER Range Shoot 

Ac� vity conducted at the Puckapunyal Military Area: Ex 

Platypus Shoots.  
 

The SQN sized element married up at the Engineer 

Compound on the Friday night and marched onto the 

range in Marching Order (MO). 
 

The Range acti ity started (aiming to complete LF1-6) 

in the early morning and concurrent training also 

began.  The concurrent training was an intense round–
robin acti ity incorporating: WTSS range shooting (F88 

and F89), F3 minelab training/revision and Infantry 

2012 - IMT (Infantry Minor Tac� cs) training/revision. 
 

The members then formed into 2 separate Troops and 

were tasked to establish Troop Harbours and provide 

overwatch/Early warning to the enemy’s most likely 

approach in a tac� cal environment .  Sunday morning 

saw the members revise basic fi ld craft and then 

conduct a march in MO o�  the range. 
 

The Range Ac� vity tested the member’s ability to shoot 

accurately and safely, live in the fie d and operate in a 

combined arms environment, as part of the Regiment’s 
preparati n for the “Road to Hamel” in 2016.  

 

07 - 09 August 2015 saw 10CES lead the Regiment 

acti ity at the Puckapunyal Military Area: EX Platypus 

Endures, two weeks afte  the previous weekend 

acti ity. This SQN sized tac� cal fie d exercise included 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Regiment 

 
Commanding 

Officer’s 
Column 

 

 

 CO 22 ER SITREP 
 
The year has fl wn by and there is sti l so much more 
we want to achieve! Since the publicati n of the last 
edi� on of Sapper Summit, 22ER has being focused on 
our Road to Ex HAMEL in July 2016.  HAMEL is a 
certi catio  exercise and marks the commencement of 
the ARES Reinforcing Ba� le Group’s (BG JACKA) Ready 
year.  To prepare for this, our collec� ve training in the 
last quarter included a number of counter-mobility 
tasks and force protec� on measures, as well as training 
in comms hardware and small arms. 
 
Fundamental to capability is to ensure that we have 
the right people with the right skillsets and the right 
training.  Over the period June – September, the unit 
conducted an in-house non-contin ous Sub 4 CPL CE 
Adv Ph 1 course.    This was very well-subscribed and 
we now have another 20 SPRs and LCPLs who have 
achieved this important competency, opening the door 
for future promotio s.  The feedback from the trainees 
is that wherever possible, in-house non-contin ous 
training be delivered as it gives them the opportunity 
to a � end courses with minimal impact on their civilian 
employment and other personal commitments.  It also 
then provides them more opportunity to a � end 
collecti e training block periods including the exercises 
on the Road to Ready and beyond. I have taken all 
feedback on board and if/when the course material 
and resources permit, I will endeavour to provide more 
courses of this nature. 
 
Looking forward, the BG JACKA Engr Sqn from both 4 
and 9 Bde pers will be exercising at Adelaide (SHQ) and 
Puckapunyal (Troops) next month. Further, the 
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the use of Combat Helmets, Body Armour and Night 
Vision Goggles which was a fir t for a number of the 

members involved.  The acti ity centred on high 

tempo survivability tasks with a focus on testing the 

members across a range of engineer tasks.  There was 
a focus on Func� onal Warfig ting Skills including 

engineer wiring and Protec� ve Mine� eld tasks as well 

as conduc� ng mobility tasks including route check and 

route clearance.  The enemy picture that was provided 

focussed on a similar enemy that was faced on 

previous “Road to Hamel” acti iti s and created a new 

complexity to the tasks at hand – encompassed by the 

addi� onal restric� ons that the Body Armour and 

Combat Helmets imposed. 
 

The Enemy engaged the Route check/clearance teams, 
forcing them to conduct Sec� on and Troop a� acks.   
This allowed soldiers to Implement the IMT skills 
trained/revised during Ex Platypus Shoots.  The Troops 
merged into one call sign for night acti iti s which 

involved establishing a Troop harbour and sending out 
aggressive fig ting patrols in order to disrupt enemy 

operatio s and to deny the enemy freedom of 
movement.  
  EX Platypus Shoots—22 ER in the field. 

Sunday saw the Troop patrol to the FOB and began 

the recovery of the protec� ve obstacles,  sti l in a 

tac� cal environment considering the enemy threat.  
 

    

Overall the two 10CES led 22ER weekend ac� viti s 
provided opportuni� es for a number of NCOs to 

command Sectio  level IMT and engineering tasks in a 

realisti  training environment. For the Troop 

Commanders, the exercises further developed 

leadership quali� es and allowed for Mission Command 

to be uti ised at all levels, assisting 22ER to prepare as 
part of the Road to Hamel 2016.   

EX PLATYPUS DENIES 24-26 Jul 15 
LT BE Cree 
2IC  
8CES, 22 ER 
8 CES, on behalf of RHQ, conducted EX PLATYPUS 
DENIES (EX PD) over the period 24–26 Jul 15. This 
training exercise focused on further developing 
engineer skills and the provision of Counter Mobility 
support to a combined arms team, in a conventio al 
warfare se�� g. 
 
In the scenario, Ba� le Group JACKA (Reinforcing Ba� le 
Group based on the 4th Brigade) was tasked with the 
denial of Puckapunyal against the advance of the 
enemy. For the ENGR SQN, this meant provision of 
Counter Mobility support to two infantry based 
combat teams. 
 
As 22 ER moves into the READYING phase of the Force 
Generatio  Cycle, the training standard we are to 
achieve moves to a higher level. With this in mind, EX 
PD commenced its training program back in early June 
as the Regiment’s LTs conducted a reconnaissance of 
the defence site and back briefed the OC on their plan. 
The two best plans were selected and refi ed, with 
these LTs to be the Troop Commanders for EX PD. This 
lead up period was used to develop the skills of our 
junior offi rs and ensure that they are best placed to 
provide engineer speci� c advice to the Manoeuvre 
Commander on upcoming combined arms exercises. 
 
On 24 Jul 15, the Engr Sqn deployed to the PMA 
Engineer’s Compound which was to be used as the 
staging area to collect and load the full gamut of CE 
equipment that was organised for this exercise. Once 
stores were prepared, plant was loaded and 
confirmat ry orders delivered.  The 15 vehicle convoy, 
which include plant both being walked in as well as 
loaded on trailers, departed for the defensive posi� on 
in vicinity of Spectators Hill. This convoy was the 
culminati n of months of logisti s planning (as well as 
a little bit of beg, borrow, steal) and was the most 
equipment a CE SQN exercise has had available since 
the merger of 22 CR and 4 CER. 
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With only 15 hours in which to establish the tacti al 
obstacles required before the arrival of the enemy’s 
advance guard, the CE Troops had no ti e to wait ti l 
daylight. Sec� ons deployed forward of the defensive 
posi� on to commence their various tasks whilst the 
Plant Sec� on prepared their vehicles in a hide and 
commenced their ba� le prep. 
 
To reinforce the notio al infantry Combat Teams, the 
CE’s remained in locatio  overnight where they 
defended against the enemy reconnaissance elements 
leading their advance. The Plant Sec� on was 
determined as a high value target and established a 
vehicle hide closer to the SHQ posi� on. However, 
enemy elements did manage to � nd them later in the 
evening and a small contact ensued. The plant assets 
were successfully defended and back loaded later that 
morning. These defensive ac� vi� es provided the junior 
commanders and soldiers the ability to refi e their IMT 
skills, including fire control orders, actio s in a 
defensive posi� on and in the use of sectio  weapons. 
 
Overall, EX PLATYPUS DENIES was determined a 
success. The design of the training ensured all 
elements of 22 ER had an opportunity to contribute to 
the overall defensive plan. The Construc� on Tp was 
responsible for the pre-fabricatio  of obstacles and 
equipment, the Plant/Transport Tp provided signific nt 
obstacle constructio  and haulage capability with the 
CE’s refi ing their knowledge in mine warfare and the 
integratio  and construc� on of tactical obstacles. 

   Ex Platypus Denies—Puckapunyal Military Area 
 
 

Sapper Summit thanks ADJT, Offi rs and Soldiers of 22 

Engineer Regiment for their contributio s to this 
edi� on of the magazine.  (Editor) 

 RAE MUSUEM  (con� nued) 
A mezzanine fl or has been transformed into an 

historical storyboard where a wall has been config red 

to tell the story of the RAE with text, photographs and 

artefacts.  I am sure that every sapper could fi d some 

reference to his or her story on this wall.  In fact, it was 

easy to identi y many of our members represented in 

the RAE story displayed on the mezzanine wall.  Visitors 
will also learn more about their Corps from this display, 
as I did when I learned that the only foreign troops to 

march with bayonets fixed through a US city was the 

3rd Forestry Company which was granted permission 

to march through New York City in World War 2 as they 

made their way back from Scotland to the Pacific.  The 

museum has the photograph of this event, proudly 

displayed on the mezzanine floor. 
 

A series of racks contain robust items and larger items 
of equipment visually dominate the ground fl or 

display area.  These are thoughtf lly arranged in RAE 

tasking groups and are supplemented by smaller items 
of signi� cant interest.  For example, in the 

Sustainability display, visitors can fi d a treasure from 

the Victor Morse Collec� on (acquired by the museum).  
The Bosch generator Morse “acquired” from the 

Germans to power his headquarters on the Western 

Front (he crossed no man’s land to make his acquisi� on 

from the enemy) is sti l working and is displayed 

amongst other “Sustainability” items.   

No sapper would be disappointed with a visit to the 

RAE Corps Museum.  A visit to the new, co-located 

Corps Shop is also highly recommended. 
 

As the museum is within the Holsworthy Military Area, 
access is restricted.  Access arrangements will be 

regularly updated and published on the Associatio ’s 
web site.  Keep a look out for details of a RAE Victoria 

group tour to this AWM quality museum at 
Holsworthy. 
 

Contin ed page 29 
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SAPPER PROFILES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lance Corporal James Cou� s – 2IC, 2 Sec� on, 
4 Troop, 10 CES, 22 Engineer Regiment 
 
James Cou� s joined the New Zealand Army on the 7th 
of January 1991 as a Regular Force cadet and was 
subsequently posted to 161 Ba� ery 16th Field Regiment 
RNZA as a Gunner Field.  During his ti e in the Royal 
New Zealand Artillery, LCPL Cou� s cross trained as both 
an Ar� llery Signaller and a Forward Observer. He 
completed his Band 2 and 3 (IET Mod 1-4) trade 
courses and received the “Top Student” award at the 
completio  of these courses. As a Gun Number, LCPL 
Cou� s worked in various posi� ons and was on one 
exercise provided with the chance to command Alpha 
Gun, Echo Troop. Although a great honour to be able 
fulfil this role, the nerves certainly came out and he 
learnt more than he thought was possible. 
 
In 1993 LCPL Cou� s was deployed to Somalia as part of 
UNOSOM and was employed ini� ally as one of the 
ambulance drivers for the NZ medical teams. With the 
deployment cut short due to decisions from the NZ 
Government, LCPL Cou� s was quite glad to return 
home and leave the dust and heat of Mogadishu 
behind. 
 
In 1994 LCPL Cou� s corps transferred to the Royal New 
Zealand Corps of Transport. Although he loved the 
Ar� llery, the prospect of driving trucks was too good to 
pass up and go a little bit “pogue”. With the experience 
he carried across from the Ar� llery, he was pushed 
through his trade courses and promoted to Lance 
Corporal.  
 
LCPL Cou� s was then selected to deploy to Bosnia in 
1995 as part of OP Radian NZFOR UNPROFOR. Again he 
was originally employed as an ambulance driver, but as 
the deployment wore on he found himself doing much 
more including commanding a sectio  made up of both 
NZ soldiers and Briti h soldiers from the 1st Fusiliers 
Regiment. In 1 Jan 1996 LCPL Cou� s happily returned 
home to his family and looked forward to spending a 
couple of weeks winding down, only to fi d himself re 
deployed on the 3rd of Jan 1996 back to Bosnia as part 
of NATO’s IFOR. Upon his return from Bosnia, LCPL 
Cou� s completed his Heavy Lift Drivers Course, JNCO 
(SUB1CPL) and Band 4 (SUB 4CPL) courses. 

In 1996 LCPL Cou� s was posted to 1 NZSAS Group and 
was promoted to Corporal. That same year he quali� ed 
as a Military Parachuti t. Subsequent years saw him 
complete the NZ equivalent of Sub 1 and 4 SGT 
courses, deploy to Sinai, Iraq and Fiji and a� end the 
selec� on course. LCPL Cou� s also spent ti e with the 
1st Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment and was a 
Recruit Instructor at Recruit Company, TAD. LCPL 
Cou� s discharged from the NZ Regular Army in 
December 1998. LCPL Cou� s remained a Territorial 
Soldier unti  2002, with 3 Auckland North Ba � alion.  
 
Aft r many years of fig ti g the green, LCPL Cou� s 
fi ally succumbed and found himself enlisting in the 
Australian Army Reserve in July 2012 as a Combat 
Engineer within the great RAE. Once signed up and 
pledging the oath, LCPL Cou� s was posted to 22 
Construc� on Regiment in Oakleigh Barracks as a 
Sapper. In 2012 LCPL Cou� s completed his basic 
training at Kapooka and although this was the second 
ti e he had completed a basic training course, he 
found the experience enjoyable (Although to learn the 
77 set which was no longer in service was a bit of a 
disappointment). In Feb 2013 LCPL Cou� s completed 
the RAE IET courses at SME and in Sept completed JLC 
(Sub 1 CPL). In Jan 2014 LCPL Cou� s deployed on Op 
Resolute as part of TSE 72. As this was the fir t 
deployment LCPL Cou� s has not been in a command 
posi� on, he found that he was able to step back a bit 
and absorb the lessons that were on o� er. Upon his 
return from Op Resolute LCPL Cou� s was posted to 4 
Troop, 10 CES and currently � lls the role of Sectio  2IC. 
LCPL Cou� s was promoted to Lance Corporal on 9 June 
2015 by CO 22 ER, LTCOL Michelle McCormack. LCPL 
Cou� s has been awarded the AOSM (Border 
Protec� on), NZOSM, UNRPROFOR Medal, NZ GSM 
(Clasp “Sinai”), NATO Medal (Clasp “FMR Yugoslavia”) 
and the NZDSM (Clasp “Regular”) 

Above– LCPL Cou� s (centre) on TSE-72 
 

In his civilian life, LCPL Cou� s is employed as a Business 
Analyst at Telstra and works within the Government 
and Enterprise space. He is the U16 head coach at 
Harlequin Rugby Union Club and has previously been 
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the Secretary of the NZ Sub Branch, Victorian Returned 
Services League. LCPL Cou� s is married to wife Paula 
and is step dad to Zoe and Sean. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 91 Podcasts  

LCPL Cou� s—then 

LCPL Cou� s—now 

PRESENTATION OF 7FER FLAG 

On Tuesday night 1 September 2015 I had the pleasure 

of visi� ng the combined 22ER Mess at the Ringwood 

Depot.  Earlier I had donated the 7FER fl g that I used 

during my three years as CO of the Regiment.  It 
brought back memories of the best three years of my 

Army career seeing the fl g mounted behind glass in a 

frame.  I wish to thank WO1 Steve A� leir for his 
excellent work in mounting the flag. 
If anyone has any other items like this, why not present 

it to the mess where they could be put on display for 
all to see. LTCOL Colin Bowater (Ret’d) 

A Though Provoking Address on the post 9/11 

World and the Rise of Islamic State 

David Kilcullen is a former Australian army Colonel, 

with a PhD in insurgency movements. He has been a 

counterterrorist adviser to the US and worked closely 

with Iraq War supremo, General David Petraeus, and 

US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice. Kilcullen is 
cri� cal of many aspects of the West’s strategy, post 
9/11, which, he argues, led to the rise of Islamic State. 
He warns the global terrorist threat is now the new 

normal. So how do we defeat ISIS? 

Follow this link to download and play this podcast: 
 

h� p://www.abc.net.au/radionati nal/programs/
bigideas/2015-06-01/6503728 

Editor’s Note: 
Podcasts listed in Sapper Summit do not promote the 

views of opinions of the RAE Associatio  Victoria Inc.  

Podcast are included to provide readers with material 

of historical military or military related interest. (Ed) 

SHELL SHOCK 

The a� ects and significa ce of shell shock, according to 

leading historian Jay Winter , have been underplayed 

for a century. 
h� p://www.abc.net.au/radionati nal/programs/
bigideas/shell-shock/6730396 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/haji-bakr-and-the-islamic-state/6453494
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/2015-06-01/6503728
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/2015-06-01/6503728
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/shell-shock/6730396
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/shell-shock/6730396
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SAPPER PROFILES 
(contin ed) 

 
Name: Mark SHANKS  
 
Mark Shanks was born in 1951 in Rockhampton but 
grew up in Tasmania a� ending both Claremont Primary 
and Claremont High School. Aft r moving to Victoria 
and not achieving very good standards at one year at 
Ringwood High School he left school thankfully and 
started work in the insurance industry. 
 
Down the road from home was the Ringwood Barracks 
of the Royal Australian Engineers and he joined the 
Citiz n Military Forces at the age of eighteen in 1969 
serving in 2 Fd Sqn and 8 Fd Sqn in RAE 3 Div. 
Discharging in 1974 as a Cpl and a year after the 
Vietnam conflict  he had ran out of challenges as the 
Army ran down its commitment to its reserve forces. 
 
Some seven years later the bug bit again and he 
enlisted again, this ti e as an Offi r Cadet at OCTU in 
the Army Reserve. Graduati g two years later as a 2LT, 
he was posted as a Tp Comd back in 8 Fd Sqn. Normal 
posting  followed at both Ringwood and Swan Street as 
well as 3 Trg Gp and as CAPT Shanks he was 2IC of 91 
Forestry Sqn and later Admin Comd as well as some 
periods of fullti e duty.  
 
Promoted MAJ, he became OC 38 Fd Sqn and Depot 
Comd down at Newborough for a couple of years and 
for a short period of ti e, OC 38 Spt Sqn. A posting as 
an Instructor at 3 Trg Gp followed and it was during 
that ti e in 1999, there was a conflict in the Balkans. 
Australia agreed to establish a series of Safe Havens 
and having some ti e MAJ Shanks agreed to work at 
the Puckapunyal Safe Haven located in the by now old 3 
Trg Gp lines. Following the conflict in East Timor, the 
Kosovo’s either returned home or were sent to the 
Bandiana Safe Haven and 915 East Timorese moved 
into the by now refurbished transit lines. At the end of 
this period, Mark was appointed Defence Manager of 
the Bandiana Safe Haven. Some 12 months later the 
Safe Haven was closed and he moved back to 
Melbourne and HQ 4 Bde and further Reserve service. 
 
An opportunity arose to transfer to the ARA working at 
HQ 4 Bde. A range of posi� ons followed including a 
period as acti g BM for the Bde. At the invitatio  of his 
former 2IC at 38 Fd Sqn, Mark was TDY’d to 1 CER in 
Darwin where he completed eighteen months as OPSO. 
Transferring back to Melbourne he became the 2IC of 4 
CER for six months before being posted to HQ CATC 
Puckapunyal for two years. Three years at LWDC 
followed before being discharged medically at the age 
of 61. In all, he served 10 years in the category Married 
with Dependants (Separated) and would like to thank 

his long su� ering wife and children for pu�� g up with 
at times, long absences away on duty. 
 
Awards and Decoratio s: RFD and bar, Nati nal Service 
Medal and ADM as well as a Head of Defence 
Corporate Support Commendati n for performance on 
Operatio  Safe Haven. 
 
Mark’s career highlights include being Admin Comd of 
91 Forestry Sqn, OC of 38 Fd Sqn and Defence 
Manager, Operatio  Safe Haven. In all he completed 
38 years of service including 10 years ARA. Mark has 
qualified as Bachelor of Professional Studies (Peace 
Studies and Conflict Resolu� on) and has a Graduate 
Diploma of Resource Management. He is an Associate 
of the Instit te of Arbitra� on and Mediatio , is a 
prac� cing mediator, and is currently doing a small 
amount of consultancy work in management. Not so 
bad perhaps for someone who failed Year 11. 
 
Now an Inacti e Reservist (for another 12 months), he 
is married with two adult children and is currently 
enjoying wri� ng a wine and food blog, playing golf and 
travel in between bouts of treatment for injuries 
incurred during his service. Above all, Mark is enjoying 
life in his now mid six� es. Looking back, he remembers 
fondly, “….the good ti es, mateship, sense of duty, 
pride in the uniform and serving our great nati n. “ 

Mark has generously contributed an arti le on the 
Centenary Waterloo Dinner in Turkey and Galipoli to 
this issue of Sapper Summit. 

MAJOR Mark Shanks a � ending his last formal dinner as 

 a serving army offi r 
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of the peacekeeping process.  
The elec� ons were held on the 27th & 28th of October 
1994.  
At that ti e ONUMOZ, although successful in many 
areas, was sti l experiencing a devastati gly risky 
landmine problem which was restricting the way 
forward for the whole Country. A solutio  was needed 
quickly!  
The UN “put out the call” for the best humanitarian 
landmine clearers around the globe to rec� fy the 
problem! Australian Sappers of the RAE were amongst 
a select group of countries asked to “kick start” the 
mine clearance programme in Mozambique.  
The Australian Sappers had earned themselves a solid 
reputatio  for mine clearance & improvised explosive 
device (IED) detec� on in a number of conflict  since 
Vietnam, Borneo & Malaysia. In parti ular, the RAE had 
been in� mately involved in Pakistan, Cambodia and 
Afghanistan. 
First Con� ngent of Australian Sappers   
Captain Peter Clay (now Brigadier Peter Clay CSC), was 
appointed the Commander of the 1st Australian Service 
Contingen  (1ASC) to Opera� on Coracle on 8 August 
1994. His team consisted of WO2 Des O’ Hanlon, Sgt 
Gerard “Speedy” Gonzales and Cpl John Kliese. The 
team was established at Maxixe in the central 
Mozambique Tete Province. They conducted basic de-
miner training for the de-mobilized soldiers who would 
ul� mately form the vanguard of the demining e� ort 
and thereby spearhead the recovery from the horrible 
devastatio  of 15 years of civil war in Mozambique. 
Promoted during his tour of duty in Mozambique, 
Major Peter Clay worked out of Maputo, the 
Mozambique Capital, for the la� er part of his 
deployment. During this � me he assisted in the 
establishment of the United Nati ns Accelerated 
Deming Program (UNADP), a mine clearance capability 
that would become world’s best prac� ce over the next 
decade. 
 

Victorian Sappers 
From December 1994 a two person team of Australian 
(Victorian Based) Sappers (Don Hughes {HQ LSF Engrs} 
& Wayne Hay {10 Fd Sqn}) replaced the fir t contingen  
to undertake the roles of Operatio s Offi r and 
Operatio s Warrant Offi r under the command of 
ONUMOZ. At the cessatio  of the ONUMOZ mandate in 
February 1995 the conduct of demining operatio s was 
transferred to the auspices of the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the appointments of OP 
CORACLE personnel assumed the roles of Chief 
Instructor and Training Warrant Offi r for the UNDP.  
The transitio  period from a Peacekeeping Operatio  
to a humanitarian program in early 1995 was a 
signific nt challenge to the demining team. Many new 
systems, contractors and suppliers had to be found,  
(contin ed p16) 

 

Op Coracle 
Humanitarian Demining in 

Mozambique 

 

 AUSTRALIAN SAPPERS 
IN MOZAMBIQUE: 
Li� le known, hugely successful and greatly 
appreciated! 
ONUMOZ/OP CORACLE 
Mar 1993- Mar 2002 
By Don Hughes 
Cambodia and Afghanistan. 
First Contin ent of 
Australian Sappers   
 
One of the most successful, but little known, 
peacekeeping and Humanitarian Support Operatio s 
for the United Nati ns conducted by Sappers was in 
Mozambique. The country had endured 15 Years of a 
nasty, destruc� ve and violent conflict which ceased in 
1992. 
country struggling to survive, let alone prosper!
Mozambique is now a rapidly developing 21st Century 
African nati n with a growing potential related to its 
booming resource (minerals & gas) and tourism 
industries. This is in direct comparison to 23 years ago 
when the country was in a deep quagmire of despair 
and destruc� on: a  
Solving the Problem  
Australia’s fir t assistance to this ‘country in distress’ 
was with two contingen s of Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) deployed from March 1993 during the ini� al 
stages of the Peacekeeping Opera� on in Mozambique 
(ONUMOZ). Their Mission was to render criti al 
Policing and Legal support during the demobilisati n, 
stabilisatio , and most importantly, the elec� on phase 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM3bqLK1h8gCFcI0lAod80MJsA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.operationworld.org%2Fmoza&psig=AFQjCNFD9iU-ukSxTlFE-viHNhvT32LiKQ&ust=1442900503041499
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SUB 4 CPL Phase 1  

23rd June – 1st Sep  

22 Engineer Regiment 
Earlier this year it was proposed that 22 ER run a SUB 4 

CPL Phase 1 based at the Ringwood Depot.  At fir t I 
thought it was just a rumour, not expec� ng that a 

course like this would be run by our regiment. Then a 

couple of weeks later the course dates were released 

and I like many other LCPL’s and senior Sappers  
jumped at the chance to do a promotio  course ‘in 

house’. 
Running every Tuesday from the 23rd of June to the 1st 
of September and with two weekends for prac� cal 
assessment, this was an opportunity not to be missed. 

Approximately 24 students started the course from 

throughout the regiment, - Oakleigh, Newborough and 

Ringwood with 20 completin  the full course. 
Such a diverse group coming from all across the 

regiment meant we had a chance to meet new people 

and make relatio ships that will only build a stronger 

foundati n during the rest of our ti e at 22ER. 
Some of the highlights of the course were learning 

about the cunning and elusive MAF, in parti ular the 

fl methrowers that are a part of their Mech ba� alion 

arsenal. I know a few people were trying to squeeze 

these into a back brief or mission analysis. 
Unfortunately fl methrowers aren’t used by 2-3 man 

groups. There were also some fun ti es trying to turn 

around hasty plant calcs and the turnaround ti e of 
plant tasks. 
For me and I think most of the members on course, the 

prac� cal weekend 27th -30th August at Puckapunyal 
provided the perfect culminati n of everything we had 

learned in the classroom and what was required in the 

fie d. 
Divided into 3 sectio s, tasks were allocated to 

designated sectio  commanders for a set period of 
ti e, two of the major tasks were a PW holding area 

constructed of 90 metres of CAT 3 Wire, and a 

strongpoint built to overlook the PW holding area. 
The strong point was parti ularly rewarding because 

we were able to Mill our own ti ber onsite using the 

Lucas Mill,. (portable sawmill) For those of us who had 

never seen the Lucas Mill before it was great to learn 

about it and get hands on experience Thanks to the 

crew from Newborough for showing us ‘Jubes’ how to 

use it. Other tasks included several types of Engineer 
recon reports, gap crossing, water point etc. and 

Engreps all which were radioed back to the CP.  

We were all very lucky to have WO1 A� leir as the 

course manager/senior instructor for the duratio  of 

the SUB 4 Course.  His vast experience and direct 

approach ensured that the best possible training was 
provided. I certainly felt that expectatio s were clear 
and achievable at all � mes which makes a big 

di� erence tackling a task for the first � me.  

Thanks to all the sta�  at the Regiment who proposed 

and implemented the course and I look forward to 

more courses being run by 22 ER. 
All in all it was a great course, with great people, from a 

great Regiment. 
 

LCPL Lipple   

 

8 CES 22ER 

 

Course members relax at the end of the Subject 4 

Corporal Course at 22 Engineer Regiment. 
 

The RAE Associatio  congratulates all successful 
candidates on their comple� on of this course and also 

recognizes the e� orts of the instruc� onal team that 
delivered this timely and vitally important training. 

22 Engineer Regiment’s LCPL S. Lipple is congratulated 

on being the Subject 4 Corporal Course Student of 
Merit by RAE Associatio  President Colin Bowater.  As 
Student of Merit, LCPL Lipple received a presentatio  

from Colin Bowater on behalf of the RAE Southern 

Region Corps Commi� ee.  The RAE Associatio  Vic 

congratulates LCPL Lipple on his achievement.  LCPL 

Lipple is also a member of the RAE Associatio —Vic. 
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SME HOLSWORTHY PICTORIAL FEATURE 
(Thank you to John Wertheimer who provided some of these images.) 

Above– Le� : Original Steele Barracks gates now incorporated 

into the parade ground.  Right: EDD in training 

 

Above– New chapel:note sca� old to the right where the stone from the old chapel is being incorporated in the new. 

Above—ORs accommodati n lines and the bridging yard with sappers at work. 

Above—historical Bailey Bridge and the modern bridging yard.  
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re-established or created. Don & Wayne handed over 
to Major Sco� y Myles CSM in June 1995. 
The Ongoing Commitment 
This two person rotatio  contin ed unti  Mar 2002 
when a total of 31 RAE Sappers had contributed to the 
contin ous deployment to the Demining e� ort in 
Mozambique. O� en in remote and di�� ult logisti al 
and operatio al environments, the Sappers of OP 
CORACLE had to lead their teams with both vision and 
compassion. They had to maximise scant resources to 
achieve di�� ult objec� ves, and they had to face the 
constant threat of death or disfig rement by the 
devastating e� ects of deviously placed landmines. 
RAE Assoc (Vic) Demining Seminar      
A Mozambique Demining Seminar was held for 
southern based Sappers in late July 2015 at the 
Heidelberg Repatriatio  Hospital (HRH) in Melbourne 
in conjunc� on with the Australian War Memorial 
(AWM) and the RAE Associa� on of Victoria. The aim of 
the seminar was to record the offi al history of 
Demining Operatio s in Mozambique. 
Associate Professor Bob Breen PhD and the Senior 
Mozambique Researcher Miesje de Vogel interviewed 
many of the OP CORACLE parti ipants during the 
Seminar. They also had the opportunity to visit the Post 
Trauma� c Stress Facility (Ward 17) at the Repatriatio  
Hospital in Heidelberg.  
Feel free to o� er any contributio s to the O� cial 
History of operatio s in Mozambique. Please contact 
the Senior Researcher, Miesje de Vogel at: 
miesje.devogel@awm.gov.au.  
Note: A Coracle is a two person round shaped boat 
made of wicker covered by animal skin used in Wales 
& western England. 

Opera� on Coracle 

 Nominal Roll 
 
Sep - Dec 94  182392 MAJ P.D. Clay, 

179147 WO2 D. O'Hanlon, 
212085 SGT G. Gonzales, 
184092 CPL J. Kliese 

Dec 94 - Aug 95   316942 MAJ D.C. Hughes,  
   180298 WO2 W. Hay,  
Jun 95 - Jan 96  211723 MAJ S. Myles CSM, 
   48341 WO2 J. Sco�  
Jan 96 - Jul 96   17342 MAJ B. Florence,  
   58972 WO2 D. Sinai 
Jul 96 - Jan 97   232194 MAJ S. Cross,  
   182394 WO1 A. McRobbie 

Jan 97 - Jul 97    321507 MAJ C. Chirgwin,  
   227755 WO2 B. Skinner 
Jul 97 - Jan 98   322515 MAJ T. MacDougall, 
   552094 WO1 L. Mountain 
Jan 98 - Jul 98   234906 MAJ P. McIntosh,  
   231902 WO2 R. Dooley 
Jul 98 - Feb 99   553477 MAJ J. Thorburn,  
   229525 WO2 G. Rees,  
Jan 99 - Jul 99   5100926 WO2 S. DiTullio, 
Feb 99 - Dec 99   4100543 MAJ M. O'Neill, 
Jul 99 - Jan 00   2103290 WO2 D. Kirkby, 
Nov 99 - Jul 00   228587 MAJ B. Jennings,  
Jan 00 - Jul 00   181694 WO2 C. Barne� , 
Jul 00 - Feb 01   230898 MAJ J. Roberts,  
   326717 WO2 J. Curran,  
Feb 01- Aug 01   184254 MAJ P. Hobbs,  
   1102415 WO2 S. Rutledge, 
Aug 01 - 30 Mar 02  326103 MAJ D. White,  
   233569 WO2 H. Stevens 
 

 

 

 

 INTENSIVE TRAINING AT 1 RTB KAPOOKA 

TRANSFORMING CIVILIANS INTO 

AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS FOR THE ARMY OF 

TODAY. 

mailto:miesje.devogel@awm.gov.au
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hdwallpaperscool.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/awesome-australia-flag-high-resolution-wallpaper-for-desktop-background-downlaod-australia-flag-images-free.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hdwallpaperscool.com/a
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seek deferment. Mooted in 1964, when Sukarno 

was orchestrating Confronta� on in Borneo, it took 

ti e for the details to emerge, and many 

poli� cians, including some World War II veterans, 
were against the idea. At the same � me our 

commitment to Vietnam increased. Since WWII, 
the country had been ba� ered by an an� -colonial 

war against the French, then tension across the 

demilitarised zone between the more rigid 

communist North and the ‘free, democratic  

South, with its unstable and o� -changing poli� cal 
regimes, which eventually generated massive US 

military assistance. Australian combat advisors had 

been dispatched there since 1962, and 1 RAR, with 

supporting units including a troop from 1 Field 

Squadron RAE under Captain Sandy McGregor MC, 
went in mid 1965 to Bien Hoa outside Saigon, 
a� ached to a US airborne brigade. 

Although from 1/65’s march-in on 30 June 1965, it 
was clear to recruits that training was directed 

towards service in Vietnam, the government’s 
commitment of a task force in early 1966 to Phuoc 

Tuy province fi ally clari� ed for the public that 
nashos would go to war. Meanwhile the Regular 
Army, with experience in WWII, Korea, Malaya and 

Borneo, especially with Bri� sh forces, had many 

training doctrines that related to tropical warfare. 

The men at Bien Hoa in 1 RAR group, entir ly 

regular soldiers of course, adapted to local 
condi� ons, took part in various actio s and were 

able to report on equipment and other 
defici ncies. When they returned, many joined 

training schools across the army, which had been 

revitalised by nati nal service, and generous 
addi� onal funding. 

From 30 June 1966 to late 1972, intakes of 2000 

recruits trained at Puckapunyal (1 RTB) or Kapooka 

(2 RTB), with Singleton (3 RTB) in use later. In all, 
63 740 men (apparently eight percent of the total 

pool, and there was never any thought of a female 

version) donned khaki and green. Moreover, from 

the outset, an offi r training unit (OTU) at 
Scheyville, outside Windsor NSW, produced 40-80 

or so second lieutenants every three months, 
around 1800 altogether (I was one of those 

graduates), but that number includes some regular 
candidates.  

The media were very interested – the sti l extant Sam 

Lipski, who had been a 1950s nasho, wrote savvy 

Rob Youl’s Column 

 
I intended to devote this column to Donald Darwin 
MM, following the recent piece on Mick Mace MM, 
who incidentally turned 93 in late June, and eventually 
will publish the two pieces in a booklet. However, an 
impending overseas trip diverted me. 
 
I decided instead to review a book on Vietnam, The 
Nashos’ War: Australia's natio al servicemen and 
Vietnam by Mark Dapin, as I‘d been in Canberra on 30 
June for the 50th anniversary of nati nal service. A 
reefer-jacketed line of 2-300 ancient conscripts from 
the Nati nal Servicemen's Associatio  of Australia 
(NSAA) and Offi r Training Unit Associatio  (OTUA) 
marched past the porti o of the Australian War 
Memorial, led by Brigadier David Webster, a 1960s 
nasho himself, one of several who ended their army 
careers in that rank. Taking the salute, an awkward 
‘eyes left’  was Major General Paul Irving, ini� ally 
another six� es conscript. Speeches followed in front of 
the nati nal service memorial by Sir Peter Cosgrove, 
the AWM’s Dr Brendan Nelson and NSAA and OTUA 
leaders, and John Blackett  read the Ode. The fir t 
nati nal serviceman to go overseas, he arrived in Sabah 
in November 1965 with 21 Construc� on Squadron. (The 
other 149 nati nal servicemen in Borneo were with 22 
Construc� on Squadron and 4 RAR.) 
 
As a second intake (2/65) soldier, I could readily testi y 
how fast that half-century had flown. 
 
There have been several Australian versions of 
compulsory service, dati g almost from Federatio , 
but today we best remember two: the schemes 
operating in the 1950s and later in the 1960s. In 

the former, in theory all young men had to do basic 

military training and serve in a CMF unit for some 

years afte wards, with a few, who accepted slightly 

longer commitments, joining the RAAF and RAN. 

Some 223 000 men parti ipated. This meant that 
CMF units were very fully manned, and could 

execute impressive fie d training. I remember Brian 

Chirgwin describing ba� alion a� acks on Pucka 

range. 

Then from 1965, employing the famed Ta� ersalls 
lo� ery barrel, every six months a ballot yielded a 

series of birth dates. If your birth date came up, 
and you passed all the tests, you’d serve two years 
full-ti e. That left the bulk of the populatio  at 
home, at school, fi ishing apprenti eships, playing 

footy, surfi g, and so on. Marriage and a family 

ma� ered not at all, but trainees and students could 
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arti les in The Bulleti  – but oft n the coverage was 
superficial. Nevertheless, to universal surprise and 

some pride, the fir t intake adapted exceedingly well to 

military life, and many of the OTU graduates 
commanded platoons with skill in the earliest task force 

ba� alions. ‘There’ll never be another mob of blokes 
like the fir t,’ the second intake was told on arrival by 

bus at Pucka after gathering at Swan Street, running 

the gauntlet of a round-robin of clerks, storemen, NCOs 
and junior offi rs, with Save Our Sons demonstrators 
outside, and a phalanx of military police riding (I’m 

told) BSAs. This pageantry became routi e at Swan 

Street and at central depots in other capitals. 

At Puckapunyal we had a haircut whether we needed it 
or not, picked up our kit, were exposed to heavy but 

not sadisti  browbeating  and immediately started to 

learn to march, obey orders, and take pride in our gear. 
One dined in a huge mess hall, and quickly got to know 

the other fi� en residents of one’s hut; there were of 
course four to a compartment, as many readers will 
recall. Our cholera shots were overpowering, and the 

physical training pre� y tough. Nothing strange there, 
and only a small part of the story. 

How many nashos went to Vietnam? Well, 15 381 
served there and 200 died – 45 percent of our 
casualti s. Dapin has met hundreds and recorded their 
stories. Originally wanting to cover Malaysia (East and 
West) and PNG as well, where nashos also served 
signific ntly, he found he had to concentrate on 
Vietnam. 
 
His pages run chronologically through the campaign, 
simultaneously covering initial and corps training, 
recreatio , Canungra, farewells and the ba� les, 
logis� cs and other ac� vi� es of the war zone. There are 
numerous agonising accounts of patrols, contacts and 
major actio s, such as Long Tan, the Tet O� ensive, FSB 
Balmoral and FSB Coral – tragedy abounds. Not just in 
Vietnam, but at home. (By the way, many nashos died 
in car accidents, o� en while driving long distances 
between their homes and barracks.) Recollectio s fl od 
the pages, highly evoca� ve ones for those of us who did 
not go overseas – three out of four soldiers, four out of 
fi e o� cers. Recreati n is covered – with beer a major 
ingredient – and many personaliti s impress. Inevitably 
the regs and nashos merge, they trust each other and 
work and fight and play together – it was the same back 
home. Dapin says he must do another book: The Regs’ 
War. And indeed, the ARA of the era was a fairly close-
knit family, the RAE especially so, it seemed to me. We 
all had numerous friends and colleagues who died 
there. And the narra� ve returns to the home front from 
ti e to time, where there was plenty of sorrow. 

An early chapter made me thoughtf l. I recall seeing 
the newspaper placard: First NS killed in Vietnam. A 
cartoon had it right: a printer was pulling that same 
type from the shelves, saying to a colleague, ‘I knew 
we’d need this some � me!’ That ini� al casualty was a 
South Australian, Errol Wayne Noack of 5 RAR, whom 
Dapin reveals was accidentally shot in the very earliest 
days of Nui Dat, the combat base of the task force. 
Dapin recounts Errol’s life fully, including his ti e at 
Swanbourne on an SAS selectio  course – he was very 
fi . (I remember long after his death grabbing a sheet of 
waste paper in the SME guardroom, and fi ding it was 
a signal to the SAS regarding Errol’s travel to the west.) 
Poignantly, Errol’s father wrote to almost every family 
that lost a conscript son in Vietnam. 
 
Equally sad for me is a memory of another nasho, David 
Steen, a Falkland Islander. I was duty offi r when I met 
him at SME one night in mid 1967. He was killed by 
mortar fire at Fire Base Anderson when the VC a � acked 
on the night of 18 February 1968. I have sent a 
commemorati e booklet to the Falklands so that his 
family knows he is sti l remembered. I know it has been 
received; indeed the present Steens are eighth-
generatio  citiz ns. But what was David doing in the 
Australian Army so far from home? 
 
As with WWI, there are many books on Vietnam. Gary 
McKay MC has wri� en several; Barry Heard’s Well Done 
Those Men is memorable. Harry Smith MC, OC D 
Company, 6 RAR, the pivotal commander at Long Tan, 
has just released Long Tan: The start of a lifetim  
ba� le. Dave Morgan’s My Vietnam War: scarred 
forever has been recommended to me.  
Bernard Clancy, a journalist-conscript from Gippsland 
has wri� en a novel Best We Forget. 
 
The ABC’s Keri Phillips points out: Today more than 70 
countries, including Vietnam, have some form of 
mandatory military service, and although the idea is 
raised in Australia every so oft n, no government has 
taken it up since the Nati nal Service Scheme ended. 
 
Finally Dapin wants to eradicate some broadly held 
community perceptio s. He contends that generally 
veterans were welcomed home warmly, that the big 
march in 1987 was not the landmark event it is oft n 
designated. Moreover, most conscripts did not oppose 
nati nal service, and the community supported it 
strongly, at least for most of the war. Finally he notes 
that all bodies came home for burial, rather than the 
tradi� onal foreign war cemetery, for real, rather than 
surrogate, funerals, and has found no instances of 
protests interrupting ceremonies. 
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 WATERLOO DINNER 
100 YEARS ON 

The annual Waterloo Dinner is one of the most 
important social events on the Engineer calendar and 

this year it was even more significa t due to the fact it 
being held 100 years a� er the original dinner 
conducted by LT Watson. 
 

In acknowledgement of the importance of this year’s 
event a lot of addi� onal preparati n and planning was 

allocated to the func� on and this was capably done by 

MAJ Russell Kirby to ensure that the venue, food and 

entertainment refle ted the historic value of the night. 
It had to be a night like no other Waterloo Dinner and 

one that would remain in the memories of all those 

who a � ended. 
 

As with the tradi� on commenced in 2014, the 

Waterloo Dinner a� endance was again extended to 

SNCO, WO’s and Offi rs. A total of 74 people a� ended 

the night filling the venue to near capacity. 
The venue locatio  was always going to be a big 

challenge but Russell was able to weave his magic and 

procured the Offi rs’ Mess at Victoria Barracks. The 

venue had been closed to func� ons for many years due 

to the damage it sustained during a storm, so for 
Russell to secure it was a coup – it was the fir t dinning 

func� on to be held since the storm damage. 
 

Dining President was LTCOL Michelle McCormack (CO 

22 Engineer Regiment) and senior guest  
BRIG David Westphalen (Commander 4th Brigade). 
Representing the Signals Corps was LTCOL Dean 

Limmer (CO School of Sigs). Also from the Sigs was MAJ 
Martin Pawlukowski OC at the School. 
 

Representing RAE Head of Corps (BRIG Wayne Budd) 
was BRIG P.J. (Hutch) Hutchison (COL COMDT Southern 

Regions). There was no HOC address delivered but 

BRIG Hutchinson spoke at length on the Corps and its 
future and achievements. He acknowledged a number 
of people a � ending with whom he had served. 
During the evening entertainment was provided by a 
Brass Quartet from the Army Band who proved very 
versati e by delivering high quality vocal and 
instrumental renditio s.  
 
Senior O�� ers a� ending the func� on included 
Brigadiers Westphalen, Slater, McManus, Welsh, Noble 
and Hutchinson.  There were a number of ex CO’s of 
both Regiments also in a � endance. 
 
For those who a� ended I am sure that they had a 

wonderful night even though for the reti ed members 
it was a hassle ge�� g through the security checks – the 

venue was wonderful and in this year of signific nt 
military history you just have to stop and pause and 

think how many other Waterloo Dinners have been 

held in this very spot? 

Jim Davis 
Secretary 
RAE Associatio  
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 SAPPER MEDALS FEATURE 
This is part 2 of a series of features highlighting medals commonly worn by Australian Sappers.  Subsequent parts to 

this feature will be published in future edi� ons of Sapper Summit. 

The Australian Operatio al Service Medal – Border Protec� on recognises the range of border 
protec� on operatio s conducted since 1997. To qualify, ADF members must have been deployed or 
force assigned for duty as a member of a declared operati n: 

 for a period of not less than an aggregate of 30 days; or 
completed 30 sorti s from a unit assigned to a declared operatio , provided that those sorti s were 

conducted over a period of not less than an aggregate of 30 days at a rate of one sortie per day 

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal 
was issued by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam for service in the prescribed area of oper-
ati ns in Vietnam during the period commencing on 31 July 1962 and ending on 28 March 1973 for 
Australian personnel.  The Australian government maintained the basic qualifying criteria speci� ed 
by the Republic of Vietnam for allied troops. To be eligible for the medal a person must have com-
pleted a minimum period of 181 days, either contin ous or aggregated, unless: killed on ac� ve ser-
vice (KIA); wounded in ac� on i.e. classi� ed as a Ba � le Casualty and evacuated as a result of those 
wounds; or captured and later released or escaped. Medical evacuati n from the area of operatio s 
for any reasons other than wounds received in ac� on does not constit te an exemptio  from 
meeting the minimum qualifying period 

The Reserve Force Decoratio  may be awarded to an offi r who has, on or after 14 February 1975 
and before 20 April 1999, completed 15 years effi ent remunerated commissioned service in the 
Reserve Forces. A maximum of three years commissioned service in the Permanent Forces may be 
used as qualifying service for this award. 

Clasps are awarded for each addi� onal period of five years effi ent commissioned Reserve service 
after qualifying for the medal. Regular service does not qualify towards clasps for this award. 

From 20 April 1999 the Reserve Force Decoratio  was replaced by the Defence Long Service Medal. 
However, clasps can sti l be issued in accordance with the eligibility criteria. 

The Medal for Gallantry was in-
troduced in 1991 and is awarded 
for acts of gallantry in ac� on in 
hazardous circumstances. The 
medal is a gold-plated medal 
with the obverse having a central 
device of a Federatio  Star on a 
circle of flames representing ac-
tio  under fire. The reverse has a 
panel for recipient detail over a 
design of fluted rays of varying 
lengths. The suspension bar is 
inscribed on both obverse and 
reverse with ‘FOR GALLANTRY’. 

The Rhodesia Medal was issued to 

Commonwealth personnel who served 

in Rhodesia for a period of at least 14 

days between 1 December 1979 and 20 

March 1980, pending the elec� ons be-
fore the establishment of the independ-
ent republic of Zimbabwe 

The UN Mozambique Medal 
 
 was awarded for 90 days' 
service in Mozambique 
 overseeing the ceasefire, 
humanitarian demining, and 
withdrawal and disarmament 
of combatants 

 

This medal recognises service on Opera-
tio s MANITOU, ACCORDION and OKRA 
from 1 July 2014, and service on Operatio  
HIGHROAD from 1 January 2015. Eligible 
Service 

A summary of eligible service is: 

 30 days service, contin ous or aggre-
gated, on either of the above opera-
tio s; and 

the ADF member is force assigned for op-
eratio al duti s 

 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Australian/Long-Service/Defence-Long-Service-Medal.asp
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/Campaign/Since1975/OSM-BP-obv-L.jpg
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/Campaign/Since1975/OSM-GMEO-obv-L.jpg
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/HD/MG-obv-L.JPG
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/Campaign/1945-1975/VietnamCamp-obv-L.jpg
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/Service/RFD-obv-L.JPG
http://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/_Master/images/Campaign/Since1975/Rhodesia-obv-L.jpg
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKfP2qrWmsgCFeKDpgod3k8MVg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.awardmedals.com%2Fun-mozambique-onumoz-medal-p-20161.html&psig=AFQjCNEFlEJhzY9xk4xMbexYcwmnOpLxSw&ust=1443
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Turkey, a battlefield and a Waterloo 
Dinner 

 

Somewhere around the end of 2013, the former LT Ray 

Betros and myself, MAJ Mark Shanks, started to discuss 
going to Gallipoli for the 100th Anniversary of the 

landing. My eldest daughter had gone on her post Uni 

Europe trip some years before and I have always 
thought it is a bit of a rite of passage for an Australian 

to visit. 
 

Somewhat put o�  by having to go into a ballot run by 

DVA and pu�� g up with a large crowd, we started to 

think about going at another ti e. Aft r all, is it really 

that di� erent to go instead to the 99th or the 101st? At 
around the same time I was contacted by WO1 Graham 

Toll from SME seeking interest in a trip to the 

ba� lefie d and a Waterloo Dinner to be held on the 

Gallipoli Peninsular on the 100th Anniversary of the fi st 
one in 1915. 

 

BRIG Wayne Budd our HOC who was to head the trip 

had sorted out all the logis� cs and organised 

everything to the fi est detail it seems. So what do Ray 

and I plan to do? Obviously our own thing of course 

and join the offi al touring party only for the Dinner.  

 

When I was asked to write this, I thought I really need 

to do something di� erent and that might be useful to 

those who may want to go in future. So, this arti le is 
not a cri� que of the numerous ba� les; it’s not even 

really a descriptio  of events leading up to during and 

after the campaign. It’s an a � empt to describe what it’s 
like to visit a country that we once were at war with, to 

look at both the country’s history at that moment of 
ti e when we were at war and the Gallipoli ba� lefie d 

from a tourist point of view and to give advice to those 

who may well want to follow in the footsteps of all who 

have gone before; soldier and tourist alike. There is 
much more of the tourist here than war historian. By 

all means use the web sites at the end of this arti le 

and accommodati n we used.  We found it superior in 

every way. 
 

My wife Kerry and I had been to Kusadasi and Ephesus 
on the Western coast of Turkey four years before on a 

Mediterranean cruise but Ray and his wife Avril had 

been to Turkey and Gallipoli three ti es before. 
Amazingly, he wanted to go again.  He really wanted to 

go to the Waterloo Dinner there and so because of his 
vast experience, he was elected tour manager. He did a 

great job organising tours, booking accommodatio  he 

knew to be good and escorti g us around. His 

knowledge saved countless hours and this paper is an 

a� empt to save those of you who may wish to follow a 

heap of research work and to take advantage of Ray’s 
vast knowledge of the country. 
 

So it was that we arrived in Istanbul, a city that sits 
astride Asia and Europe on 13 Jun 15. Now Ray insisted 

that Istanbul is one of the few four day ci� es in the 

world and so it was. We stayed at the Emine Sultan 

Hotel within two hundred meters of the Blue Mosque. 
The views from the breakfast room of Istanbul, 
formally known in Roman ti es as Constantin ple was 
magnific nt. From there we could see the Blue Mosque 

towering above us around to the waters that separate 

the Asian and European parts of Turkey. From where 

we stayed, history abounds...the Blue Mosque, the Aya 

Sophia, the Grand Bazaar, Topkapi Palace, the Basilica 

Cistern, the Hippodrome, the smells of the Spice 

Bazaar, Galata Tower, and the list goes on. It is a very 

Roman place given its history of course but with an 

O� oman flavour now. 
Streets are cobblestoned in the old city with quarter 

circular pa� erns. Certainly where we went the streets 
are clean and cleaned regularly. Food is generally 

meats, � sh and salads. So hard to forget the sights 
sounds and smells of the fi h sandwiches at the Galata 

Bridge. A few enterprising boatmen some years ago 

had an idea: why not cook the fi h right on the boat 
and o� er it for sale ready-to-eat? They built grills and 

fryers right in their highly decorated boats, built 
charcoal fire  in them, grilled fi h fill ts, stu� ed them in 

half a loaf of bread, and handed the fi h sandwiches 
from the boat to thousands of hungry, thrifty Istanbul 

ci� zens and tourists every day. The boats are highly 

decorated the fi hermen selling their wares loud and 

the smell of the frying fish superb. 
A trip on a tram across the Galata Bridge to the end of 
the tram line followed by a short taxi ride brings you to 

Kabatas. Here we watched the se�� g sun over the 

Bosphorus si�� g in a roofto  restaurant and looking at 
the lights of the modern area of Istanbul, again with 

delicious food. Worth the public transport trip out but 
we got a cab back when it was dark. A boat trip on the 

Bosphorus the following day was also a highlight. 
Some things to look out for are the ice cream vendors 
at the Blue Mosque who had a way of loading up your 
cone that was not only effi ent but highly entertaining. 

If you have ever travelled to the Acropolis in Athens, 
you would no doubt remember the illegal immigrants 
selling paper umbrellas to give shade to the gullible 

tourists. In Istanbul, its immigrants are selling ‘selfi ’ 
sti ks so you can extend your mobile phone and take a 

picture of yourself with whatever the famous a� rac� on 
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is in the background. As Ray Betros said, it’s all about 

me in this world. Let’s not forget the families staking 

out the tourist hotels with a sign in English saying “we 

are from Syria, please help us”. They never beg from 

the locals, only the tourists. 
 

So ended four wonderful days in a city that is 
fascinati g in its old and new world sights and smells, 
it’s mixture of cultures, tolerance of people and 

religions and a seriously great tourist destin tio . We 

were picked up from our hotel on � me by our tour 
company, Crowded House Tours who Ray had used 

several � mes before to take us on our private Gallipoli 
tour. The ruins of Troy provided a break on the 4 ½ 

hour drive. Troy a place some� mes denigrated by 

others as just full of old ruins, provided a fascinatin  

experience. Overlooking a large valley with extensive 

views in all direc� ons, the military minds of the day 

were smart. The approaches were steep, the city was 

secure with what were high walls and the valley below 

was ferti e. It was certainly worth an hour doing a self 
tour.  It is probably not worth doing a half day tour with 

one of the professional guides. 
 

The small town of Canakkale near Troy is the ferry 

terminal to get to the Gallipoli side and the peninsular. 
A good range of accommodatio  is here but each � me 

you want to go to Gallipoli you have to catch the ferry 

across the Dardanelles. 
 

 

Small World No 1.   

Whilst waiting for the ferry we were taken to the Kent 
Müzesi (Museum). This is a small family run museum 

with a few artefacts from the war. I got to a display 

case and there si�� g proudly in the centre was a quite 

ba� ered but easily disting ishable Engineer slouch hat. 
Closer inspec� on revealed that it was donated by one 

MAJ Don Hughes, a former CO of mine when I was 2IC 4 

CER and our current RAE Associatio  Vice President. 
The family running the museum were very impressed 

when I told them that I know Don quite well. 
 

Canakkale is situated on the Southern coast of the 

Dardanelles at its narrowest point; it has a delightf l 

seaside area to walk along and has on display the 

wooden horse used in the 2004 movie Troy. The 

Dardanelles Straits Naval Command Museum is well 
worth a visit to get an overview of the situati n from 

the Turkish point of view as well as displays of the 

weaponry of the � me. Aft r a delightf l lunch on the 

waterside at one of the many restaurants, we boarded 

the ferry for the short crossing to Eceabat which was to 

be our next base for three days at the Hotel Casa Villa 

and our tour of the Gallipoli ba� lefie d and I guess, is 
the real purpose of this arti le. 
 

Now before I start, this is not going to be a Pommy 

bashing exercise. Most of us know the strategy 

developed by Churchill was to roll up the Turkish Army, 
open the Straits of the Dardanelles that were 

protected by Turkish arti lery fire from both shores and 

give support to Russia through the Black Sea. The 

strategy was seen as sound but the executio  left a bit 

to be desired. Much has been wri� en about the 

shortf lls and I certainly won’t be adding to this. 
Our guide picked us up from the hotel on ti e and it 

was o�  to the ba� lefie d. The guide provided by 

Crowded House tours was just superb. His enthusiasm 

was infec� ous, his knowledge prodigious and the fact 
that he was our private guide meant we could 

converse and ask as many questio s as we wanted. 
Private guides are not that much more expensive, you 

can get to places 50 seat buses cannot and you don’t 
have to put up with a 50 seat bus full of people (unless 
of course that’s how you like to travel). 
 

First stop was ANZAC Cove, the site of the landings and 

the site of some conjecture concerning if the ANZAC 

troops landed in the right spot or not. Nothing remains 
of Watsons Pier, long since fallen prey to the elements 
of that narrow bit of water between the Aegean Sea 

and the Sea of Marmara called the Dardanelles. I 
paused to skip some stones on the water and then 

looked up at the heights scaled by those 

extraordinarily brave men on that fateful morning of 
25 Apr 1915. Above me was the hard outcrop known 

as the Sphinx. The ground is now a mixture of brush 

and bare earth. Like everyone else that comes here, I 
wondered about the strength and tenacity of those 

soldiers carrying litt e food and water, not enough 

ammuni� on (can you ever carry enough?) with the 

Turkish defenders pouring fi e down on them from the 

heights above. 
 

The next part of the visit was the fir t of many 

cemeteries, beauti ully looked after by the War Graves 
Commission and the Turkish Government. Amongst 
the headstones I found John Simpson Kirkpatrick’s, 
that well known Englishman who enlisted into the 

Australian Army under the name John Simpson. As a 

stretcher bearer, together with a donkey, he saved 

many men returning them to medical aid, oft n under 

fire. He was killed by a snipers bullet on 19 May 1915 

aged only 22. So many other very poignant headstones 
were nearby with words on them such as “my only 
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darling son”. This was the fi st of many war grave sites 
we visited….so many dead, so much human toll and so 

much caring love by the Turkish people. 
There are also many Turkish war graves, many with 

statues of heroic soldiers. The Turkish nati n mourns 
this conflict just as much as we Australians. 
 

A visit to Lone Pine, another war grave site with the 

solitary pine tree shading the graves left one with the 

impression of calm and solitude. Remarkable that it 

was once the site of so much fig ting and death.  This 
‘lone’ pine, the last of a grove that were cut down to 

support Turkish trenches, is known as a Turkish Pine, 
thought to be a sub-species of an Aleppo pine and as 
Rob Youl would say, was a Pinus Bruti . Aft r the 

ba� le, a couple of Australian Diggers rescued some of 
the pine cones, brought them back to Australia and the 

descendants of that tree live on in areas such as 
Melbourne’s Shrine and the Australian War Memorial 
and numerous other memorial places around Australia. 
 

From the heights one can see Suvla Bay to the North 

next to the inland salt lake. This was the site of the 

mainly Bri� sh landing on 6 Aug 1915 that was to seize 

the parts of the peninsular north of Gallipoli, cut o�  the 

Turkish supply lines, relieve the troops at Gallipoli and 

bring about an end to the campaign. It is a ma� er of 
history that the English after landing unopposed, sat on 

the beach for two and a half days before moving o�  to 

seize their fir t objec� ves. In Ray Betros’ words, “they 

sat down on the beach and brewed up”. Naturally, the 

Turks had plenty of ti e to mount a defence. 

Apparently the Bri� sh Commander LTGEN Sir Frederick 

Stopford was waiting for his stores to be landed. He 

was dismissed a week later and the campaign was put 
down as the most incompetent of the First World War. 
 

And so ended the fi st day on the ba� lefie d as we 

returned to Eceabat. 
 

Small World No 2 

That evening, we found a restaurant with a great 
roofto  bar and dining area, ordered beers and wines 
and started discussing the day. Looking around, 
followed by an astounded second look, I saw a bloke I 
knew, Steve Forrest. When I was OPSO 1 CER in 

Darwin, Steve was OC 1 Fd Sqn. The usual gidday’s 
were followed by the “what are you up to now” 

questio s. It turns out that shortly after I left Darwin, 
Steve a� ended Sta�  College and then transferred to 

the Bri� sh Army and was an OC of an Armd Engr Sqn in 

Germany. Promoted LTCOL, he is now working in 

Turkey as part of the Bri� sh NATO contingen . Turns 

out he was having what we would call a bit of a ‘swan’ 
with some very senior Bri� sh Offi rs.  
 

The second day took us back to the ba� lefie d with a 

new guide. Enthusiasm and passion was replaced with 

an intellectual historian who incidentally was given an 

OAM for services to Australia, I understand the only 

non Australian ci� zen to be given such an honour. First 
stop was Cape Helles and the famous gun 

emplacement complete with statues of the crew, one 

carrying a huge shell across his back. Ba� le� eld debris 
sti l litte s the site; I picked up two bullet cases as we 

casually strolled up from the beach. More war 
cemeteries...they seem to be everywhere including 

those from Turkey, France and Britain. At one cemetery 

a display of a stone book by Mustafa Kemal A� aturk 

who in 1934 wrote the famous words that reached out 

to the Mothers of his former enemies: 
 “Those heroes that shed their blood                                                  

And lost their lives. 
You are now lying in the soil of a friendly country. 
Therefore, rest in peace. 
There is no di� erence between the Johnnies 
And the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side 

Here in this country of ours, 
You, the mothers, 
Who sent their sons from far away countries 

Wipe away your tears, 
Your sons are now lying in our bosom 

And are in peace 

Aft r having lost their lives on this land they have 

Become our sons as well”. 
As someone who has studied peace and confl ct 
resolutio  at tertiar  level, in my opinion those words 
are some of the greatest ever wri� en for the cause 

reconciliatio . 
 

Every ANZAC morning at dawn, the nati ns who 

parti ipated in the conflict of course have a ceremony 

down at the landing site. This area is so small, I had not 

realised just how small it was unti  I saw the site. No 

wonder the authori� es felt the need to limit the 

numbers for the 100th anniversary. A natural 
amphitheatre, this site is perfect as a place to have 

such a ceremony but as a landing area? The natural 

inclinati n would have been to be funnelled into a kill 
zone and so be easy targets for those above. 
 

A visit to The Nek, the site of one of the bloodiest 
ba� les of the campaign was very thought provoking. As 
I sat on the memorial that was the site of the Turkish 

trenches, I gazed in wonder at this small strip of land 

about a third the size of a soccer fie d where so many 
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had lost their lives because of a failure of coordinati n. 
A mad charge across open ground only 27 yards long to 

the Turkish trenches against machine guns and the 

courage of those men who went in waves of 150 two 

minutes apart to almost certain death led me to 

meditate for a period of � me. I shut my eyes and 

listened quietly to the wind and could almost hear the 

sounds of the Offi rs whistle followed by the yells of 
the Australian soldiers and the cha� ering of the Turkish 

machine guns. Opening one’s eyes after this and 

looking and listening to the peace of the place afte  the 

horror and cacophony of noise one hundred years 
before not only gives one a sense of history mixed with 

sorrow but also  one of peace and souls at rest. RIP all 
those gallant soldiers from both sides. 
 

If I was to sum up our trip to Gallipoli, I would say that 
it was a period of great re� ec� on. Such bravery from 

troops of both sides, the futi ity of war is demonstrated 

very much here and the respect paid by the Turkish 

people to those who invaded their land. The silence 

apart from a gentle wind whispering through the pines 
and shrubs gave the impression if one listened carefully 

of the great noise of ba� le, the sounds of men dying 

and the anguish of wasted e� ort. A place to sit and 

think, say a prayer for the dead and absorb the 

character that we Australians now have formed from 

this ba� lefie d and the sacrific s of those who did not 
return. 
 

I would like to quote the words to Eric Bogles hit “And 

the Band Played Waltzing Mati da” which seemed quite 

apt as I was finishing wri� ng this arti le. 
"And The Band Played Waltzing Mati da" 
- Eric Bogle 
Now when I was a young man, I carried me pack, and I 
lived the free life of a rover 
From the Murray's green basin to the dusty outback, 
well, I waltzed my Mati da all over. 
Then in 1915, my country said son, It's time you stopped 
rambling, there's work to be done. 
So they gave me a tin hat, and they gave me a gun, and 
they marched me away to the war. 
And the band played Waltzing Mati da, as the ship 
pulled away from the quay 
And amidst all the cheers, the fl g-waving and tears, we 
sailed o �  for Gallipoli 
And how well I remember that terrible day, how our 
blood stained the sand and the water 
And of how in that hell that they called Suvla Bay, we 
were butchered like lambs at the slaughter. 
Johnny Turk he was wai� ng, he'd primed himself well. 
He shower'd us with bullets, 
And he rained us with shell. And in five minutes flat, 

he'd blown us all to hell 
Nearly blew us right back to Australia. 
But the band played Waltzing Mati da, when we 
stopped to bury our slain. 
We buried ours, and the Turks buried theirs, then we 
started all over again. 
And those that were le � , well we tried to survive, in 
that mad world of blood, death and fire 
And for ten weary weeks, I kept myself alive, though 
around me the corpses piled higher 
Then a big Turkish shell knocked me arse over head, 
and when I woke up in my hospital bed, 
And saw what it had done, well I wished I was dead. 
Never knew there was worse things than dyin'. 
For I'll go no more waltzing Mati da, all around the 
green bush far and free 
To hump tent and pegs, a man needs both legs-no 
more waltzing Mati da for me. 
So they gathered the crippled, the wounded, the 
maimed, and they shipped us back home to Australia. 
The legless, the armless, the blind, the insane, those 
proud wounded heroes of Suvla 
And as our ship pulled into Circular Quay, I looked at 
the place where me legs used to be. 
And thanked Christ there was nobody waiting for me, 
to grieve, to mourn, and to pity. 
But the band played Waltzing Mati da, as they carried 
us down the gangway. 
But nobody cheered, they just stood and stared, then 
they turned all their faces away 
And so now every April, I sit on me porch, and I watch 
the parades pass before me. 
And I see my old comrades, how proudly they march, 
reviving old dreams of past glories 
And the old men march slowly, old bones sti�  and sore. 
They're ti ed old heroes from a forgo� en war 
And the young people ask, what are they marching for? 
And I ask myself the same questio . 
But the band plays Waltzing Mati da, and the old men 
sti l answer the call, 
But as year follows year, more old men disappear. 
Someday no one will march there at all. 
Waltzing Mati da, Waltzing Mati da, who'll come a-
waltzing Mati da with me? 
And their ghosts may be heard as they march by that 
billabong, who'll come a-waltzing Mati da with me? 
 
Of course we also came for the Waterloo Dinner so it 
was back the Eceabat to change and o �  in the Crowded 
House bus to the other side of the peninsular and the 
hotel selected as the site of the dinner. Dress ranged 
from BRIG Budds’ whites with medals down to my RM 
Williams open neck shirt and moleskins. Well, we were 
on an eight week trip around Turkey and Europe so I 
fig red packing the whites would be too hard. I also 
fig red that the original a� endees of the dinner also 
had a mixture of dress and so hopefully those of us not 
in uniform did not disturb those who have gone. 
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What a great Waterloo Dinner! BRIG Budd kept a ti ht 
control on proceedings.  Everything about a Waterloo 
Dinner that I love was there; the ceremony, good food, 
good company, appropriate respect paid to our hosts 
and of course the same comradeship exhibited at all 
Waterloo Dinners I have been to. All finished o �  with a 
rousing rendi� on of ‘we are, we are, we are, we are, 
we are the Engineers’. It was wonderful to be in such 
an appropriate place to celebrate the 100th occasion of 
the Waterloo Dinner (not the 100th dinner of course). A 
great job by BRIG Budd, WO1 Toll and Boronia Travel 
who organised the o �� ial tour. Somewhat merrily we 
made our way out to our vehicle and back to Eceabat 
for the night. 

 
Next day we were o �  again with Crowded House Tours 
to Pamukkale. Up on the plateau above Pamukkale is 
the place formally known as Hierapolis in Roman times 
and the site of Turkey's foremost mineral-bath spa 
because of its natural beauty. Here hot calcium-laden 
waters spring from the earth and cascade over a cli� . 
As they cool they form dramati  travertin s of hard, 
brilliantly white calcium that form pools that people 

can cool o �  in and take in the mineral springs for health 
reasons as they have for thousands of years. 
Named the Co� on Fortress it has been a spa since the 
Romans built the spa city around a sacred warm-water 
spring. The pool known as Cleopatra’s pool is sti l there, 
litter d with marble columns from the Roman temple 
of Apollo that fell down in an earthquake. There is a 
huge Roman theatre built into the side of the hill as 
well as many ruins of temples. This was the site where 
Phillip, an original Disciple of Jesus Christ, was ordered 
to be crucifi d upside down by the Roman Pro Consul 
whose wife Phillip had converted to Christia ity. 
Our guide informed us that the level of water going 
over the area has dramati ally decreased in recent 
years and that there are fears for the calcium deposits. 
He blamed global warming for the problem as so many 
things are blamed for these days. Ray Betros, a 
chemical engineer who worked at a very senior level in 
the oil and gas industry told me a di� erent story. The 
Turkish people in this area discovered some ti e ago 
thermal springs down in the valley below. They 
harnessed the boiling water from these springs to 
produce electricity. As the demand increased, 
engineers have been fracking the ground looking for 
more hot water. Ordinarily, this would be OK as long as 
the water from underground was returned. But, in their 
wisdom, some have seen an opportunity to irrigate 
crops and so the underground water supplies are 
diminishing at an alarming rate. So, is it global warming 
or is it man’s misuse of earth’s resources? 
That completed our sightseeing of Turkey and it was o�  

on a three hour drive up to Izmir and our flig ts to 

Europe for the next part of our holiday. Some sights we 

did not see this trip but are a must are Ephesus near 
Kusadasi with its magnifi ent Roman ruins and nearby 

the grove where it is believed that Mary, mother of 
Jesus spent her last days. The other place of note is 
well inland in the centre of Turkey – Cappadocia. 

Famous for its honeycombed hills where among others 

Bill Watson addresses the Waterloo Dinner—photo 

courtesy of Joshua Funder 
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Christia s hid from persecu� on, it is famous now for 

the dawn balloon rides.  
 

So, next ti e you want to go overseas, try part of your 
holiday in Turkey. You will be pleasantly surprised with 

the hospitality of the people, the sights, sounds and 

smells and the history of the place that we have found 

so fascinati g. Yes, going to Gallipoli is a rite of passage 

for Australians; spend some ti e in the rest of Turkey 

as well. 
 

Mark Shanks 
 

Useful web sites: 
 

h� p://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Istanbul/ 

 

h� p://www.eminesultanhotel.com/. 
 

h� p://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/
ThraceMarmara/canakkale/ 

 

h� p://www.otelcasavilla.com/anasayfa 

 

h� p://www.crowdedhousegallipoli.com/gallipolitours/
gallipoli_tours.html 
h� p://ericbogle.net/lyrics/lyricspdf/
andbandplayedwaltzingm.pdf 
 

h� p://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Aegean/
Pamukkale/ 
 

h� p://www.bbc.com/news/uk-14432401  

 

h� p://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/
CentralAnatolia/Cappadocia/ 

Photographs opposite and below.  Waterloo Dinner 

parti ipants at Gallipoli.  Photos courtesy of Joshua 

Funder 

 

RESERVE FORCES DAY  
 

The annual RFD was conducted at the Shrine on a 

clear, cool, crisp Melbourne winters day, 5 July 2015. 

 

The RAE contin ent comprised Old Sappers 
Associatio , RAE Associatio  and Woodies and fie ded 

a good number of members totalling about 65 people 

– I would say that it was the largest of the groups 
there and everyone did themselves and the  Corps 
proud not only by their a� endance but also dress, 
bearing and drill. Remember there a lot of older 
Sappers here who have not been on a Parade Ground 

for many years but they managed to keep in step and 

upright!!!. 
 

It was decided this year that the three Banners (Old 

Sappers, RAE Associatio  and Woodies) would lead 

the contingen  with all those a� ending forming up 

behind them as one Division rather than individual 

Associatio s. In recogni� on the Old Sappers 
Associatio  was the lead Banner. In addi� on there 

was the Engineer Standard which was carried by Tony 

Jackson.  

President of the Old Sappers (Jim Muir) took the head 

of the group and the salutes from the dais. WO2 

Fiona Ince once again did us proud by acti g as the 

ASM for the RAE contin ent.  
 

Members of the RAE conti gent came from far and 

wide with many travelling long distances to be there 

for the day – this was par� cularly evident with the 

Woodies who make such a strong e� ort to be there 

irrespec� ve of the weather condi� ons.  
 

It was good to see so many senior people support the 

day and come along such as LTCOL Rob Youl 

(President Woodies) and LTCOL Don Hughes (Vice 

President RAE Associatio ). There are just too many 

to mentio  individually so hope that I do not o� end 

anyone but your a� endance and support is 

http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Istanbul/
http://www.eminesultanhotel.com/
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/ThraceMarmara/canakkale/
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/ThraceMarmara/canakkale/
http://www.otelcasavilla.com/anasayfa
http://www.crowdedhousegallipoli.com/gallipolitours/gallipoli_tours.html
http://www.crowdedhousegallipoli.com/gallipolitours/gallipoli_tours.html
http://ericbogle.net/lyrics/lyricspdf/andbandplayedwaltzingm.pdf
http://ericbogle.net/lyrics/lyricspdf/andbandplayedwaltzingm.pdf
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Aegean/Pamukkale/
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/Aegean/Pamukkale/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-14432401
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/CentralAnatolia/Cappadocia/
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/CentralAnatolia/Cappadocia/
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acknowledged and is very much appreciated. 
 

Senior Naval O� cer for Victoria (CAPT S.J. Bowater, 
OAM, RAN) took the salute on the march past. He 

commented privately after the march that he thought 
the RAE contingen  was the standout group. 
 

In the crowd were a large number of family and friends 
and it is the support from these people that make it all 
worthwhile and remembering they were the people 

that had to put up with so much when we were 

members of the Defence Force.  Although not march 

BRIG Slater and his wife Ruth were also there to add 

encouragement and support. 

 

Upon completio  of formali� es a majority of the group 

headed o�  to Emerald Hotel in South Melbourne which 

has been the regular after the march meeting place for 

many years and provides great food – in all there were 

about 50 in a� endance including many partners, family 

and friends and it gave a chance to catch up with some 

many that you only get to see on days like this and spin 

a yarn or two. 
 

Jim Davis 
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  RAE Museum (con� nued) 
Sebas� an Spencer said that the museum is lacking post 
Vietnam era materials—photographs, diaries 
documents and artefacts.  He has asked that people 

and organizatio s consider entrusting such items to the 

museum where their care will be guaranteed and 

where they can contribute to the telling of the sapper 
story. 
 

Personally and on behalf of RAE Associatio  Victoria I 
thank Sebas� an Spencer for the ti e and e� ort he put 

into explaining the museum to Sapper Summit.  (Ed) 

Climate controlled storage room RAE Museum 

History of the RAE Mezzanine Floor 

Equipment display at RAE Corps Museum, complete 

with video display screens representing RAE at work 

over the last 100 years. 

 

Mobility Display 

Survivability 

Sapper Summit thanks MAJ Clunas SME, MAJ Kirby 22ER and 

Sebas� an Spencer who made the SME and Museum features 
possible, 



30 

 

Centenary of ANZAC Feature 
MACHINE GUNS OF THE GREAT WAR 

(This is not an exhaustive list but it provides a snapshot of the variety of standard issue firearms 
used by the major combatant forces.) 

 
This is the third feature in a series on service firearms used in the Great War.  In the centenary year of the first AN-
ZACs, Sapper Summit will publish a number of features related to the Great War. A feature on Service Rifl s of the 

Great War was included in Sapper Summit 89 and Pistols of the Great War was included in issue 90. 

BRITAIN and EMPIRE FORCES including AUSTRALIA 

 

Vickers Mk 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Australian Light Horse Machine Gun 

squadron train with Vickers machine Guns 

Calibre 7.7mm or .303in 

Weight Gun 18.14kg tripod 22kg 

Length 1.156m 

Muzzle Velocity 744mps 

Rate of Fire 450-500rpm 

Lewis Gun 

Members of 28 Bn, 2nd Div 1 AIF prac� ce with 

Lewis Guns 

Calibre 7.7mm or .303in 

Weight 12.25kg 

Length 1.25m 

Muzzle Velocity 744mps 

Rate of Fire 450-500 

Feed 47 or 97 round overhead drum 
magazine 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM3h85zF0scCFQGopgodvg4A5A&url=http://www.imfdb.org/wiki/Vickers&ei=qt_jVc3kFIHQmgW-nYCgDg&psig=AFQjCNEoRYn3yNcT2bmLKnSlmMT-8Z99qg&ust=1441083641237938
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GERMANY 

 

MASCHINENGEWEHR 08 

 

 

 

Calibre 7.92mm 

Weight 63kg complete with spares 

Length 1.175m 

Muzzle Velocity 900mps 

Rate of Fire 300-450 rpm 

                      MACHINEGEWEHR 08/15 

Calibre 7.92mm 

Weight 18kg 

Length 1.398m 

Muzzle Velocity 900mps 

Rate of Fire 450 rpm 

FRANCE 

SAINT-ETIENNE 

Calibre 8mm 

Weight 25.4kg 

Length 1.18m 

Muzzle Velocity 700m 

Rate of Fire 400-600 mps 

Feed 24 or 30 round metal strip 

  RUSSIA 

PULEMET MAKSIMA OBRAZETS 1910 

 

Calibre 7.62mm 

Weight 69kg with mount and shied 

Length 1.107m 

Muzzle Velocity 863mps 

Rate of Fire 520-600 rpm 
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UNITED STATES of AMERICA 

 

BROWNING M1917 

 

Calibre 7.62mm 

Weight 14.79kg 

Length 0.981m 

Muzzle Velocity 583mps 

Rate of Fire 450-600rpm 

 
 RAE MUSEUM and CORPS SHOP 

 
For regularly updated details on the RAE 

Corps Museum and the RAE Corps Shop 

Check the RAE Victoria website: 
 

h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/ 

https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/
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RAE ASSOCIATION –VICTORIA ANNOUNCES DEDICATION CEREMONY 
 

Dear Fellow Sappers, 
 

You are invited to a� end the unveiling of two plaques at the Australian Light 
Horse Memorial Park Seymour (site 17).  This park is located on the Seymour—
Yea Road approximately 6km east of Seymour.  Medals may be worn. 
 

For further informatio , visit the RAE Associatio —Vic website at 
 h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/projects-and-events.php or call me on 

0400809444. 
 

Colin Bowater  President 
 

https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/projects-and-events.php
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UNIT HISTORY WRITING 
PROJECTS 

Victorian Engineers: 4 CER & 22 CONST REGT 

Brigadier “Hutch” Hutchinson DSC, our Colonel 
Commandant RAE Sothern Region, is impressed with 

the enthusiasm displayed towards the Victorian 

Sapper Regimental history project, thus far! The teams 
are based on “CO’s Years of Command” of both of our 
Regiments and the wri� ng teams are starting to group 

together well! Stronger teams however, are always 
desirable & much needed!  

 

The secret of a good history is to get a broad diversity 

of views and a true assessment from both the Poli� cal 
level to the Sapper on the ground, “blood & guts” 

level! We welcome diverse input to your history and 

we encourage the various “eras” to get together and 

produce your story! 
 

To align both unit histories Brig “Hutch” decided to 

have both the 4CER and 22 Construc� on Regiment 
histories follow on from the classic Victorian Sapper 
History up to 1995, “The Swan Street Sappers” wri� en 

by Lt Col Rob Youl OAM, RFD (Ret’d). This is a most 
sensible approach as it includes both Regiments from 

1995 unti  2013 – including some amazing years for 22 

Construc� on Regiment at both Weipa and Cultana that 
would have otherwise been excluded if we had only 

commenced 22 Construc� on Regt’s  history from 2000 

as previously proposed! 
 

We always need assistance.  A suggested template or 
guide for the project is included at the RAE Victoria 

Website: h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/projects-and
-events.php 

 

Any submissions should be directed to: 
sapper.history.vic@hotmail.com.au 

 

Major Russell Kirby as the 2IC 22 ER is the overall 
project co-ordinator. Captain Noel Tipton is looking 

after the 22 Construc� on Regiment history whilst Lt 
Col Don Hughes is monitoring the 4 CER history. 

 PO BOX 1768  

BAIRNSDALE 3875  

22nd Const Regt Reunion 2015  

WEEKEND 23th TO 25th OCTOBER 

2015  
Hi all and welcome to the 2015 reunion. Another 

wonderful weekend is planned and we hope you can 

come and join us. Some important points are:  

The reunion this year will be based at Lakes Entrance.  

Much of the organisati n is being done by Gayle with 

the assistance of others. Jenny is dealing with some 

health issues in her family.  

Accommodati n has been reserved at the Lakes 
Entrance Glenara Motel. Please note the instructio s 
given below.  

Payment arrangements are also set out below. As 
usual, an ini� al deposit will be required with a fi al 
payment due at the event when fi al costs have been 

established.  

We need your help in keeping the prices as low as 
possible by ge�� g your returns back as soon as you 

can so we can fi alise numbers for the service 

providers. Please remember this is your reunion and 

we need all the help we can get to give you the best 
deal at a reasonable cost.  
 

PROGRAM  

The program for the weekend will generally be as it has 

in previous years. In outline it will be as set out below, 
but work is in progress to establish the details.  
 

Friday 24th October  
 

From 1600 (4.00pm) Meet and greet at Lakes Entrance 

RSL.  

Nibbles will be provided with drinks available at bar 
prices.  
1830 for 1900 Dinner – Lakes Entrance RSL  

 

Saturday 24th October  
 

0700 to 0830 Breakfast at the Lakes Entrance RSL  

0900 Be ready at the front of the RSL motel for pick up 

for the usual “mystery tour”.  

Plans for this year’s tour include a possible lake cruise 

FROM THE ASSOCIATIONS 

………….contin ed p35 

https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/projects-and-events.php
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/projects-and-events.php
mailto:sapper.history.vic@hotmail.com.au
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to Paynesville, and to help confi m that this is viable, 
it would help greatly if you could indicate straight 
away your inten� on to a� end. You can do this to 

Gayle or Shane whose contact details are given below. 

Please note, no payments are required at this stage, 
only an indica� on of your inten� on to join us. The 

payment arrangements are given below.  

Morning tea, lunch and all entry fees are included in 

the cost for outing. Return will be by 1600 (4pm) at the 

latest  
1830 - 1900 Dinner - venue to be confirm d  

 

Sunday 25th October  
 

0730 – 0830 Breakfast as per Saturday  

THEN ALL GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS UNTIL NEXT YEAR. 
 ACCOMMODATION and PAYMENT  

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY  
Accommoda� on has ALREADY been reserved at the 

Lakes Entrance RSL Glenara Motel for Reunion 

par� cipants. Your comple� on and return of the 

accompanying A� endance Return will confi m your 
accommoda� on booking.  

THE FEE FOR THE WEEKEND WILL 
INCLUDE THE ACCOMMODATION 
COST.  
There is no need to make bookings directly to the 

motel.  
The returns should be directed to:  

By post: Jen Eaton, PO BOX 1768 BAIRNSDALE 3875  

or  

By email: jenmaree57@gmail.com  

PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS  

The total cost for the weekend will not be fi ally 

established unti  all the necessary venue/meal 
arrangements have been fi ally established. However, 
as in previous years, a deposit is required and the 

balance will be collected at the event.  
DEPOSITS REQUIRED ARE:  

SINGLE: $150  

DOUBLE: $300  

These deposits can be made by:  

Direct Deposit 
Bank: Bendigo Bank  

Account Name: 22nd Const Reunion  

BSB: 633-000  

Account Number: 139959316  

IT IS PREFERED THAT YOU BANK THE MONEY DIRECTLY 

INTO THE REUNION BANK ACCOUNT BUT PLEASE 

REMEMBER TO SEND OR EMAIL YOUR FORM TO JEN.  

USE YOUR SURNAME AS THE REFERENCE AT THE BANK 

AND ADVISE JEN ON YOUR RETURN OF THE BANK 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

Many readers will remember Andrew Pi�  who served 

with 7 FER and 10 Fd Sqn.  Andrew went on to serve as 
a sapper in the ARA.  Sapper summit proudly publishes 
this message from Andrew.  Please visit the web site 

and assist Andrew if you are able.  (Ed) 
 

We are going to again raise funds for cancer research 
via the Relay for Life.  This year Pine Rivers has com-
bined with Redcli� e and we will be parti ipati g in the 
Moreton Bay Relay.  I have changed our name this year 
to "Follow the Sapper"  Could you please pass on the 
link to our fundraising page through all your contacts 
including NSW, WA and Vic associatio s.   
 
Much appreciated and "Follow the Sapper" 
 
h� p://fundraising.cancer.org.au/site/TR/RelayforLife/
CCQLD?px=1236609&pg=personal&fr_id=2410 
 
Andrew Pi�   

BRANCH AND AMOUNT YOU HAVE PAID.  

By Cheque or Money Order  

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES OR MONEY ORDERS OUT 

TO:  

“22ND CONST REUNION”  

If you do not want to parti ipate on the tour program, 

then the day on Saturday will be your own. Other 
variatio s based on personal requirements or 
arrangements can be dealt with on a case-by-case 

basis, although it is preferred that we all get together 
for the whole reunion.  

As a guide, the fee for the last year’s reunion at 
Nagambie was $300 per couple plus the cost of 
individual accommodati n arrangements. The total for 
this year including the meet-and-greet and a light 
dinner on Friday, breakfast Saturday and Sunday, the 

Saturday Mystery Tour (with morning tea, lunch, 
entries and transport), and Saturday night dinner could 

be in the order of $500 for a couple.  

GENERAL INFORMATION  

The usual amount of fun and laughter will no doubt be 

around, please bring photos from previous reunions for 

us all to have a look at and a laugh and giggle.  
Ra�� s and other acti i� es will occur as usual, who 

knows what we will have planned by then.  

A reminder that we need your help in maintaining 

these prices by getting your returns back as soon as you 

can so we can fi alise numbers for the service 

providers.  
If you have any queries, please contact Gayle on 0428 

621 869 or Shane on 0427 266 615 (or 
syok.96@bigpond.com).  

http://fundraising.cancer.org.au/site/TR/RelayforLife/CCQLD?px=1236609&pg=personal&fr_id=2410
http://fundraising.cancer.org.au/site/TR/RelayforLife/CCQLD?px=1236609&pg=personal&fr_id=2410
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WELFARE AND WELLBEING  

 

RINGWOOD RSL President’s Column 

Ringwood RSL 

As reported in the last edi� on, part of our contributio  to the Centenary of ANZAC is the painting of murals 
honouring our service personnel on the Ringwood railway bridge uprights on Wantirn  Road adjacent to the Clock 

Tower Memorial Park. The initial murals were done in ti e for ANZAC Day and we are now about to add to these in 

ti e for Remembrance Day this year. I have seen the ini� al designs and these will be spectacular and li�  the whole 

area in keeping with the memorial precinct. The work is being done by a local arti t with some talented local youths.  
Ringwood Sub Branch Club News 

 

The Renovatio s of the Sub Branch are substantia ly complete with only the goods li�  and a bit more fi ishing work 

to be done. The new premises were offi ally declared open on the 18th July by the Minister for Veterans A� airs at a 

celebratory luncheon a� ended by Mr Michael Sukkar Federal Member for Deakin, Mrs Dee Ryall State Member for 
Ringwood, and the RSL Nati nal and State Presidents, RADM Ken Doolan (Retd) and MAJGEN David McLachlan 

(Retd). Also a� ending were other Ex-Service Organisatio  leaders, neighbouring RSL Sub Branch Presidents and a 

number of our very ac� ve volunteers and Sub Branch supporters.  
At the func� on, Stan Exon a long serving member of the Sub Branch and a former Sub Branch Secretary was 
presented with a Victoria Award by Mrs Dee Ryall MLA for services to the veteran community. 

 

We are fully operatio al in our completed premises with the Bistro and its children’s’ play area proving very 

popular; so much so that bookings for Wednesday, Friday and Saturday nights are now essential. We will be starting
our giant ra�� s at the end of this month and these will become a regular feature of the last Friday night of every 

month.  You are always welcome to visit any time with your family and mates to enjoy the hospitality we provide. 
ADF Member and Veteran Support Issues 

The major issue that has been addressed since the last editio  of Sapper Summit has been the passing of legislatio  

to ini� ate the new superannuati n scheme (ADF Super) and its accompanying death and disability cover (ADF 

Cover).  

The Government closely consulted the organisati ns representing serving ADF Members who carefully scrutini ed 

the proposals and then the legislatio . As a result: 
The proposal for a two ti red contributio  rate on salary of 15.4% for normal service and 18% while on 

operatio  service was abandoned for a single rate on salary and all allowances except reimbursement type 
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of family and friends of members thank us for the 

posi� ve changes evident in their loved ones since they 

joined the Squad. Alcohol/substance abuse issues 
aff ct not only the young veteran but also have an 

enormous impact on all those around him/her.  
Families are desperate for addi� onal assistance and 

support as they begin to feel that all their previous 
e� orts may have been in vain, and they are delighted 

and relieved when they see posi� ve outcomes and 

happier people due to Angel Squad parti ipati n.                                                                                                            

We are now very pleased to be receiving referrals 
directly from Ward 17 as this will enable us to assist 
young veterans immediately they are released from 

their detox program. We are confi ent that early peer 
support and counselling will be e� ecti e in reducing 

the number of relapses back to alcohol/drug use. 
As outlined in an earlier ar� cle, our members wear a 
badged cap and earn a series of embroidered ‘bars’ as 
they reach various levels of their recovery goals on the 
way to a one-year Star.   
We are absolutely thrilled to announce that we have 
recently conducted an investit re for our fi st Star 
recipient.  Damon Valentine is Team Leader for Angel 
Squad acti iti s and is a worthy recipient of our fir t 
Star for one year clean and sober. 
Damon is a Timor veteran and after lengthy ba� les 
with alcohol and substance use has emerged as a 
mo� vated and 
inspiratio al young 
man who is se�� g 
the bar for others in 
the Squad. 
 
For further 
informati n or 
discussion regarding 
the Angel Squad 
please contact 
Colleen McKenna on 
0423 408 993. 

 

WELFARE and SUPPORT 
Sapper Summit recognizes the demands placed on 

individuals through their military service.  Through 

Sapper Summit, the RAE Associa� on (Vic) aims to 

provide informa� on to the Sapper Community on 

support and welfare services available both locally 

and na� onally.  The Associa� on also aims to pro-
mote welfare, well being awareness and educa-
tion.Members have suggested the following sup-
port services. 

allowances. This of course means an 

automatic increase of government 
contributio s while on operatio al 
deployment because of the inclusion of 
deployment allowances on which the 

contributio  is calculated. and 

The government (employer) contributio  rate was 

increased to 16.4%. 
Other features include the ability of members to 

choose their own fund, no compulsory contributio  by 

the member but with the optio  to for addi� onal 

member contributio s as well as death and disability 

cover mirroring that provided under MSBS. 
Existing MSBS members have the optio  to join the 

new scheme however DFRDB members do not. 
As ever the devil is in the detail and we will keep a 

close eye on how this new scheme develops into the 

future. 
On another topic, the Senate through its Foreign 

A� airs, Defence and Trade References Commi� ee is 
inquiring into the mental health support, evaluati n 

and counselling services provided by Defence and DVA, 
and the identifica�  and disclosure policies of the ADF 

in relatio  to mental ill-health and PTSD. We have 

made submissions to this inquiry and appeared before 

it to give tes� mony in support of these. Details of the 

inquiry and copies of the submissions are available on; 
h� p://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/
Commi� ees/Senate/
Foreign_A� airs_Defence_and_Trade/
ADF_Mental_Health  

The welfare of serving and former ADF members is a 

primary concern for us. The Sub Branch welfare and 

pension sta�  and volunteers are there to help. If you 

need advice or assistance, please don’t hesitate to call 

us on 98706604. 
David Jamison President Ringwood RSL 

 

 

I
 I am very pleased to report that the Angel Squad 

contin es to grow in strength and purpose as a number 

THE ANGEL SQUAD 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ADF_Mental_Health
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ADF_Mental_Health
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ADF_Mental_Health
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/ADF_Mental_Health
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Arthur Ventham RFD MBA CD AFAIM 

 
Chairman 
Advocate Level 3 
Northern Suburbs 
Veterans Support Centre 
PO Box 492 
QUINNS ROCKS WA 
6030 
 
 

Tel:        08 – 9305 9015 
Mob:     0402 008 063 
ABN:      24 330 739 796 
Web:     www.nsvsc.org.au  
 

Freedom isn’t free! 
It carries a heavy price tag that only a few are 

prepared to pay. 

 
 

 

RAE Association Stickers Now Available 
Click link for ordering details 

h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 
Specialist Mee� ng for the 

Services. 
Current &Past members 

including;  Police, Fire, 

Ambulance, Army, Navy, Air Force, Prison 

etc;    Sappers most welcome! 

The Phoenix Group: 
Unity, Service, Recovery 

SOLDIER ON 
“Suppor� ng Our Wounded Warriors” 

Visit:  www.soldieron.org.au 

RAE Associa� on (Vic) is a proud supporter of  

SOLDIER ON 

Associa� on Shirts & Caps Available to Order 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
h� ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php 

http://www.nsvsc.org.au
mailto:https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php
http://www.soldieron.org.au
http://www.soldieron.org.au
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php
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Leaders, 
The Australian Federatio  of Totally & Permanently 
Incapacitated Ex-Servicemen & Women has begun its 
campaign to lobby the Federal Government for fair 
economic loss compensatio  to be affor ed to our 
most disabled Veterans (Special Rate/Totally & 
Permanently Incapacitated (SR/TPI)) by adjusting their 
compensatio  payment to refle t today's standard of 
living.  
The TPI Federatio  President, Tony Mogridge, has 
launched The Federatio 's campaign by: releasing a 
Media Statement dated 15 August 2015 (a � ached),  
ini� ati g a public peti on - Fair Compensatio  for our 
Most Disabled Diggers and  
releasing an explanatory awareness SR/TPI video. 

All of this material is consolidated on the ADSO 
website here: h� p://adso.org.au/ 

Please distribute the campaign details to your 
organisati nal network (website, facebook, emails, 
Newsle� ers, wom etc) with encouragement to sign the 
peti on and to join as a volunteer our ADSO Ac� on 
Groups in your State and Federal Electorate. IMO to be 
an e� ec� ve peti on that will infl ence the 
Government and Parliament we need over 100,000 
signatures. 

The ADSO Ac� on Group network is being reac� vated 
and strengthened in prepara� on for that Elec� on. 

Any questio s on this campaign should be referred to 
Tony Mogridge tmogridge@tpi-sa.com.au and Pat 
McCabe fed-vp@ac� pi.org with a copy to me 
fairgocampaign@gmail.com  

Regards, 
Ted Chitham 
Co-Director 
Fair Go Campaign 
0733532415 Home 
0418733887 Mobile 
 
This correspondence was forwarded to Sapper Summit 
by members associated with the ADSO.  Readers are 
invited to visit the ADSO website to see the Alliance’s 
media releases and to learn more about issues 
associated with TPIs as well as other Defence Service 
personnel issues. 
 
The correspondence above has been edited for this 
edi� on of Sapper Summit. 
 
(Editor) 

 MOTOR NEURON DISEASE  
THE SILENT KILLER  
What is Motor Neurone Disease?  

Nerve cells (neurones) control the muscles that enable 

us to move around, speak, breathe and swallow. Motor 
neurone disease is the name given to a group of 
diseases in which these neurones fail to work normally.  

Muscles then gradually weaken and waste. The e� ects 
of motor neurone disease, ini� al symptoms, rate and 

pa� ern of progression, and survival � me afte  

diagnosis vary significa tly. The only constant is that 
this disease kills in 100% of cases where it is diagnosed.  

Unfortunately more and more Veterans are 

succumbing to this dreadful disease and once 

diagnosed the life expectancy is usually 18 – 24 

months.  
Living with MND.  

100% of all those that are diagnosed end up wheelchair 

bound and many, especially those that live in remote 

or rural areas have to rely on special wheelchair 
accessible taxi’s to get to and from medical 
appointments and that can be a burden on the family 

when there are no taxis available as is the case of two 

of our clients here in Western Australia.  

Even with DVA Transport Services o� ering $100.00 

incenti es it is sti l di� cult to get taxis to pick up clients 
in places like Yanchep and Two Rocks, it is just too far 
for taxis to go.  

What we are doing.  

The Northern Suburbs Veterans Support Centre Inc. 
has set up a fund to purchase at least one special 
purpose vehicle at a cost of $21,000.00 (2nd Hand) 

from a well-known Disability Service Provider here in 

WA which will be loaned to the family of a Vietnam 

Veteran to enable him to get to and from weekly 

medical appointments to manage his condi� on.  

Once the vehicle is no longer required by that family it 

will be given to another family for the same reason. 

The Department of Veterans’ A� airs will not provide 

the funding for a used vehicle only a brand new one 

and we at NSVSC think that that is a bit short sighted so 

are asking for Veterans’ to assist by donati g the price 

of a cup of co� ee to help us raise the required funds to 

help out a fellow Veteran. All donati ns over $2.00 are 

tax deduc� ble.  

If you would like to donate please forward a cheque to 

our postal address marked NSVSC - BR Assistance Fund 

or be� er sti l make a direct payment to:  

Northern Suburbs Veterans Support Centre Inc.  

Commonwealth Bank  

BSB: 06 6058  
A/C: 1028 1280  
Your support will be greatly appreciated.  

https://www.change.org/p/petitioning-the-prime-minister-of-australia-and-the-minister-of-veterans-affairs-fair-compensation-for-our-most-disabled-veterans?just_created=true
https://www.change.org/p/petitioning-the-prime-minister-of-australia-and-the-minister-of-veterans-affairs-fair-compensation-for-our-most-disabled-veterans?just_created=true
https://www.change.org/p/petitioning-the-prime-minister-of-australia-and-the-minister-of-veterans-affairs-fair-compensation-for-our-most-disabled-veterans?just_created=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XXXixWuPOY
http://adso.org.au/latestnews/630-disabled-veterans-struggle-to-survive-on-meagre-government-compensation
http://adso.org.au/
http://adso.org.au/volunteering/availability-form
mailto:tmogridge@tpi-sa.com.au
mailto:fed-vp@acttpi.org
mailto:fairgocampaign@gmail.com
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   The following is an extract from the 2015 Sir Clive Steele lecture by 

Commanding O� cer 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment, LTCOL John 

Daunt, held at Oakleigh Barracks on Tuesday 28 April 2015. The 

lecture was att nded by current and former Sappers within the 

southern region from the rank of CPL and above. 

 
CO 3CER, LTCOL John Daunt addresses current and former Sappers 

at 2015 Sir Clive Steele lecture at Oakleigh Barracks. 

The Centenary of ANZAC is an important event for our na� on and 
holds addi� onal signi� cance for serving members as we re� ect not 
only on the sacri� ces of our forebears, but forces our re� ec� on on 
what it means to serve today. Lest we forget the fallen and the 
sacri� ces of the past, but we must also consider the challenges of the 
modern age, the differe ces in service but the similari� es of sacri� ce. 
Upfront, I caveat the opinions in this regard are my own, and are 
based on my experiences of service in the 3rd Brigade. I do not intend 
for this address to be a history lesson, but I would like it to foster our 
subsequent discussion. As much as I can, I would like to talk about 
the personal experiences of some of the many individuals who have 
built our Corps history. Many are almost forgo� en over the passage 
of � me; however their contribu� ons have all been part of the 
founda� on for our Corps being, and provide the benchmark for our 
future. 
Australia, like many na� ons of the world, is on a journey of 
commemora� on and remembrance. While a century ago the 
delinea� on between friend and foe was marked with hatred and 
mistrust, and fed by propaganda, today the common experience of 
the horrors of the Great War have broken down these barriers as we 
pause to re� ect on an almost unimaginable sacri� ce. Like Australia, 
each na� on shares both common experiences and owns those 
poignant moments that highlight their na� onal tragedy or forged 
their na� onal iden� ty.  
 
While Centenary of ANZAC commemora� on activ � es commenced in 
2014, the anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli will be the 
cornerstone of our remembrance over the coming years. You only 
need to consider the satura� on in the media in the lead up the 
ANZAC day, and turnouts to public commemora� ons on the day to 
appreciate the signi� cance of this event.  
While Gallipoli is ofte  regarded as the coming of age for Australia as 
a na� on, so too can this be considered a signi� cant event for our 
Corps, forging the common experience in the post colonial era. The 
Centenary of ANZAC includes activ � es not just from the Great War, 
but commemora� ons across con� icts in which Australians have 
answered the call. This provides a unique opportunity for the 
Australian public to recognise the evolving face of con� ict but also to 
acknowledge that beyond this face is a core of shared reality and 
experiences for the sons and daughters of ANZAC.  
 
The 3rd Brigade, of which I am a proud member, and the Brigade in 
which I consider my Regimental home resides, having � rst been 
posted there as a Lieutenant, traces its origins to the landing at 
Gallipoli. The all-Australian Brigade, named due to the disparate 
state origins of its subordinate Ba� alions rather than any formal 
recrui� ng prejudices, was the � rst ashore on the morning of the 25th 

of April, supported by the sappers of 1 Field Company, who had 
replaced 3 Field Company as the habitual support engineers for the 
Brigade. 3 Field Company who had been delayed in their 
prepara� ons due to their work on the Suez Canal when the Brigade 
had preposi� oned to Lemnos in March, were commi� ed to the 
landings in support of 1st Brigade. By the end of the campaign � ve 
� eld companies would be deployed to Anzac, with the 5th and 8th 
Field Companies employing in subsequent months, though even with 
these addi� onal assets, tempo remained high, as both the breadth 
of tasking and number of units top be supported on the peninsula 
grew. The scarcity of engineer assets meant the Field Companies 
could not be rested at the same rate as the Infantry units. An 
experience shared by our combat engineers opera� ng with the 
Mentor Companies in Afghanistan in recent years. 
 
It is important to remember ANZAC as more than a legend retold to 
foster na� onal pride and inspire the next genera� on. ANZAC is a 
legion of individual stories. Sappers like you and I, serving their 
na� on, as we do; albeit in an horri� c environment we would 
struggle to imagine.  
The tenacity, courage, ingenuity and endurance of our forebears at 
Gallipoli should never be forgo� en, and serves as a benchmark 
against how we operate today. 
 
The last 15 years have seen unprecedented opera� onal tempo in our 
contemporary experience. Deployments to Timor Leste, as it was to 
become, ew millennium and again, the story is repeated as sappers 
in support of the Special Opera� ons Task Group conducted 
opera� ons in the cave systems of Afghanistan.  
 
We expect a lot of our sappers of today. While we should hope never 
to be put to the test in the manner of our forebears, the reali� es of 
contemporary opera� ons offer differe t challenges for the present 
genera� on of men and womenin 1999 marked the � rst major shift in 
both our peace� me thinking and the realisa� on that the preceding 
decades of white paper thinking focussed on con� nental opera� ons 
in the defence of Australia had left us, as both a Corps and an Army, 
dangerously ill prepared for an expedi� onary style of opera� on. 
While I know the strategic debate between these schools s� ll has 
some legs, at the tactic l level, this was clearly borne out in the 
INTERFET experience. In Timor, a rela� vely benign threat 
environment was a dis� nct advantage in achieving the mission, 
which establishing a renewed opera� onally focussed mentality 
which prepared us for future deployments to the Solomon Islands, 
Timor Leste (again), Iraq and Afghanistan, plus a growing number of 
individual or short dura� on deployments in our immediate region 
and further abroad.  
 
Sappers have long demonstrated the � exibility, skill and 
professionalism to rise to the unexpected challenges. At Gallipoli, 
the preliminary planning did not provide any indica� ons tunnelling 
would be a cri� cal requirement; however, as the stalemate on the 
peninsula progressed, this become a dominate form of warfare, 
requiring the development of a tunnelling capability from scratch. 
That sappers will give their all regardless of task, was demonstrated 
in differe ces between Australian and Turkish tunnellers; the la� er 
never achieving comparable successes during the campaign. The 
work at Anzac forged the way for the development of dedicated 
Tunnelling Companies, three of which saw enduring service on the 
Western Front from 1916. In Vietnam, sappers again demonstrated 
this � exibility, developing the ‘tunnel rat’ capability, which I believe 
was the subject of a previous Clive Steele lecture and is covered in a 
range of literature, including Sandy McGregor’s No Need for Heroes. 
Step forward into the n who wear our hat badge. A simple look at a 
unit training program provides an indica� on of the range of skills 
and capabili� es we are required to maintain. Technology provides 
us an advantage on the ba� le� eld, but comes with a training, 
maintenance and currency burden that places further pressure and 
expecta� on on our men and women. When we consider 
contemporary threats, the neatly de� ned Forward Edge of the Ba� le 
Area exempli� ed in the trench systems carved into the cliffs of 
Gallipoli, and the � elds of France and Belgium, no longer exists, and 
hasn’t for more than a genera� on. The contemporary opera� ng 
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About the RAE Association (Victoria) Inc 
 

Vision Statement 
 
The Royal Australian Engineers Associatio  (Victoria) Incorporated will be the most relevant and recognized Sapper 
Associatio  in Victoria with substantial membership and an enhance profil  and standing within the serving and 
retir d sapper community. 
 

Mission Statement 
 
To promote the wellbeing and be� erment of our members along with serving and retir d sappers by the provision 
of a collegiate sapper associatio  that values and promotes comradeship, esprit de corps, service identit  and tradi-
tio s. 
 

Objec� ves 
 
 Increase the Associatio 's membership. 
 Develop the capacity of the Associatio  to communicate with the serving and retir d sapper community 

through the enhancement of the Associatio 's journal "Sapper Summit" and through an internet presence. 
 Establish and enhance the relevance of the Associatio  to all sappers - serving and retir d. 
 Undertake the research and recording of sapper history in Victoria. 
 Provide sappers with an organized identit  for parti ipati n in ANZAC Day and other commemorati e events. 
 Promote the achievements of 22 Engineer Regiment and those of its members. 
 Disseminate informati n relating to sapper events and ac� vi� es. 
 Recognize and acknowledge excellence and achievement within the sapper community. 
 Provide and promote awareness of welfare issues and resources relevant to service personnel. 
 Promote mateship. 
 Promote esprit de corps between all members of the sapper family. 
 Maintain and promote the tradi� ons and achievements of the Australian Defence Force in general and the Roy-

al Australian Engineers in parti ular. 
 Seek contin al improvement in administra� ve prac� ces to ensure members receive op� mal value for the mem-

bership fees and donati ns. 
 Liaise with and develop co-opera� ve working arrangements with like organizatio s and associatio s. 
 Formally develop succession planning for key appointments within the Associatio . 
 Raise funds to support these objecti es and other Associa� on prioriti s that may arise from time to time 
 

For full details and news about the Associati n’s projects and events, click on: 
www.raevictoria.asn.au 

environment is one of 360 degree threats, in complex human terrain where our enemies’ uniforms are very much op� onal and the lethality of the 
threat ever present. The reali� es of the contemporary opera� ng environment more than ever require us the draw on the legacy we have been 
presented, to allow us to proudly write new chapters. 
 
In my previous pos� ng to the Joint Opera� ons Command, I spend a signi� cant amount of � me on the Middle East, as I am sure  members of this 
audience have done also. The sobering impact of the remembrance walls in each loca� on you � nd Australians in theatre is a constant reminder of 
the sacri� ce our fellow soldiers have made, and the constant threat of danger to those who s� ll serve in these areas. The sheer number of sappers 
who appear on these walls is testament that very li� le has changed for the Corps since the sappers of 1 Field Company went ashore with the lead 
3rd Brigade elements. Sappers lead the way. This is our bond with the past, our enduring legacy and obliga� on to Army now and into the future 
 

The lecture was followed by a brief Q&A with LTCOL Daunt. The Commanding Officer of 22nd Engineer 
Regiment wishes to thank LTCOL Daunt for his address and contribution to the Sir Clive Steele lecture 
series. The 2016 Sir Clive Steele lecture is planned for Friday 27 May 2016. Further details will be 
promulgated in early 2016..  

http://www.raevictoria.asn.au
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Join Us—Royal Australian Engineers Associa� on (Vic) Inc 

Membership Categories 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.     Ordinary Members and Associate Members (members who support the Associa� on but do 
not meet service membership criteria) who pay their subscrip� ons by 1st of January receive a 
receipt. 
 
2.     Concessional Life Membership.  A member, who upon reaching the age of 65years (prior to 
1st of January of the membership year) may elect to make a one o�  payment equal to ten � mes 
the annual subscrip� on for an Ordinary Member.  Such members will be granted Concessional 
Life Membership with no further fees being payable.  They will receive a le� er from the 
Committee to confi m the gran� ng of this category of membership. 
 
3.     Complementary Life Membership.  A member who has made a signifi ant contribu� on to 
the Associati n either by way of a substan� al � nancial or memorabilia dona� on, maybe awarded 
a Complementary Life Membership together with a letter from the commi� ee confir ing the 
gran� ng of this membership. 
 
4.     Honorary Life Membership.  Members over the age of 80 will be awarded Honorary Life 
Membership in recogni� on of their age status and contribu� on to both the community and the 
Corps.  They will receive a letter from the commi� ee confir ing the gran� ng of this 
membership. 
 
5.     Honorary Life Membership.  Members who have made and outstanding contribu� on to the 
Associati n will be awarded Honorary Life Membership together with a framed cer� fica e 
confir ing the gran� ng of this membership. 
 

In categories 3 and 5, nomina� ons are to be submi� ed to the committee with suppor� ng 

justi ca� on and documenta� on.  Nomina� ons will be considered n a case by case basis. 
 

Membership of the RAE Associati n Victoria costs $15 per year with subscrip� ons due on 1 

January each year. All members will receive an electronic copy of each issue Sapper Summit, the 

magazine of the Associati n. Hard copies will be available to members without email. All 
members will receive a coloured, hard copy of the post ANZAC Day edi� on of Sapper Summit 
along with an e copy of that edi� on.   

 

Applicants over the age of 65 may elect to pay ten � mes the annual fee to receive life� me 

membership. Fees are not required from applicants over the age of 80.  
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