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Of interest, adjacent to where the plaque is
laid, used to be the old barracks “cell block”!
ZEUS, the mascot of the RAE ASSOC VIC, later
blessed the plaque in true canine style”!
OTHER SAPPER UNITS OR ASSOCIATIONS ARE
WELCOME TO CONSIDER LAYING PLAQUES IN
SAPPERS LANE.

They thought deeply about an appropriate
honour and decided to re-name an old WW2
vintage road in the Repatria on Grounds as a
permanent tribute to Sappers of all ranks and
trades of the Royal Australian Engineers. The
loca on of the memorial roadway was
paramount: it is opposite the “mul million
dollar” Health & Rehabilita on Centre and
“world class” post trauma c stress facility
(Ward 17). Sappers from all conflict and
missions have undertaken their rehabilita on
journeys from there for all sorts of physical &
emo onal injuries.
At the Repatria on Hospital Remembrance
Day ceremony, Our Colonel Commandant RAE
(Southern Region), Colonel B.M. (Bruce)
Murray AM, gave a resounding speech about
who a Sapper is and what a Sapper does. The
bronze plaque “Who is a Sapper?”, funded by
a grant from the Department of Veteran
A airs, was unveiled and blessed by the
Repatria on Chaplain, Sue Westhorp.
Dignitaries in a endance who supported the
community grant were the HON Jenny Macklin
MP, Federal Member for Jagajaga; HON Vicki
Ward MP, State Member for Eltham; DR
Robert Webster OAM, State President RSL
Victoria. Unfortunately, His Excellency the
Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK, MC (Retd)
Governor General of the Commonwealth of
Australia along with Our Representativ
Colonel Commandant MAJ GEN S.J. (Stephen)
Day DSC, AM were fully committe on other
ceremonial du es.
CO 22 ER, Lt Col Michelle McCormack, and CO
designate LT Col Sharon Coates, were in
a endance along with a large and diverse
representa on of the Sapper Community in
Victoria. The bronze plaque was “piped” from
the Acacia Room past the air raid shelter to
the prepared rock at the entrance to Sappers
Lane. The President of the RAE Assoc (ViC) inc,
Lt Col Willem (Bill) Van Ree made an
appropriate speech and laid the plaque.

Don Hughes

Above: RAE Associatio (Vic) President Bill Van Ree
places the bronze plaque “Who is a Sapper” on the
commemorati e stone at the Heidelberg Repatriatio
Hospital 11 November 2017.
Below: Don Hughes, Bill Van Ree and RAE Associatio
Mascot, Zeus

RAE CORPS SHOP

If you wish to get items from the Corps Shop: See
h ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php
For more details email corpsshop@gmail.com
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Above: L-R LTCOL Van Ree (Retd) President RAE Associatio Victoria, BRIG Hutchinson (Retd) Former Head of Corps Southern
Region, COL Murray (Retd) Head of Corps Southern Region, LTCOL McCormack CO 22 Engineer Regiment.
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Sappers Lane—Now Open
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(CO), LTCOL Michelle McCormack.
The
Regiment has made every effor to support us
in our endeavours. Thank you Michelle and
we wish you every success in the next stage of
your career. Michelle has handed over
command to another fi e local Sapper O er,
LTCOL Sharon Coats. We wish Sharon and the
Regiment every success in the coming years
under her command and look forward to
con nuing our strong and special rela onship.
Earlier this year we announced that we would
investiga e the establishment of a welfare
fund.
Our research and guidance from
Associati n members has led us to the
conclusion that we are ill equipped to
establish an Associati n welfare system. We
will endeavour to inform and promote welfare
organisa ons focused on suppor ng service
personnel with informa on like that provided
by the “Soldier On” organisa on included in
this editi n of Sapper Summit. We , our
members, need to con nue to support
Sappers serving and non-serving through the
comradeship offer d through membership of
the Associati n.

President’s Column

The associati n has had a busy year with wellpatronised excursions and social activi s: a
trip to the Upway-Belgrave RSL, the 22
Engineer Regiment (22 ER) handover/takeover
parade and family day, and Christmas drinks at
the Ringwood East Depot. Detailed reports on
these activi s are included in this edi on of
Sapper Summit.
Many of you will know of the Old Sappers
Associati n room located in the Oakleigh
Barracks, which is now managed by the RAE
Associati n. We, or more specifi ally, Mel
Constable, have been able to build on the
work done by the Old Sappers Associati n
over many years in collecti g and displaying
engineer historical and heritage memorabilia,
a job made more di cult with increased
security and reduced access measures
implemented by Department of Defence in
recent years. You will be well rewarded for
making the me to go through the room when
you a end next year’s Sapper Muster. Mel has
also completed a project to refurbish the flag
and banners that have adorned the barracks
gymnasium/drill hall.
Another impressive
effor , thanks Mel.

The Sir John Holland Golf Day is an
opportunity to play on one of Australia’s best
golf courses at the Royal Melbourne Golf Club
(RMGC). As outlined in the brief for the event,
“the day” was originally hosted by Sir John
Holland, a dis nguished WW2 RAE and Z
Special Unit O er and Club Captain at
RMGC. For many years, o cers played for
The Evans‐Zoller Trophy donated by Major
Stan Evans and LTCOL Alex Zoller RE, old

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ENGINEERS
FOUNDATION
For informati n about the Foundati n and news
of events and projects, visit the Foundati n’s
web site or click this link:

The Associati n enjoys a special rela onship
with 22 ER, made possible through the
support of the outgoing Commanding Offic

www.raefoundati n.org.au
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MESSAGE FROM IMMEDIATE
PAST PRESIDENT

friends of Sir John. Since the passing of Sir
John, a perpetual trophy was established, The
Holland Cup, to mark the contribu on that Sir
John made to the RAE”. The format of the
compe on has also changed significa tly and
entry is now open to all Sappers. The RAE
Corps Commi ee is strongly encouraging
wider par cipa on. Why not? It is a fantas c
opportunity to enjoy the company of fellow
Sappers at one of the world’s best gol ng
venues whilst Honouring a disti guished past
member of the Corps.

Dear fellow Sappers

A signific nt event happened on 10 November
with the dedica on and unveiling of a plaque
on what has now become “Sappers Lane” in
the grounds of the Aus n Health: Heidelberg
Repatria on Hospital. The renaming of the
lane to “Sappers Lane” happened through the
hard work of LTCOL Don Hughes (Retd),
Chairperson of the History and Heritage
Commi ee of the Associa on, to provide a
place that recognises the contribu ons made
by Sappers in conflic and peacekeeping. It is
well worth a visit if you happen to be passing
by. It is on your, le just inside the main
entrance to the hospital, but I am sure that
someone will be able to point it out if you
have diffi lty fi ding it.

At the Associati n’s AGM which was held on
11 April 2017, I re red from the posi on of
President and Bill Van Ree was elected the
new President.
I wish to thank the commi ee and the
members of the Associa on for the wonderful
support that they have provided. Some of the
achievements that the Associati n has made
since its forma on are:
•
Obtaining a place in the Melbourne
ANZAC DAY march and the RSL
Ringwood Anzac march
•
Appoin ng our ini al Patron, COL John
Wertheimer (Retd)
•
Par cipa on in the Reserve Forces Day
march in July
•
the Sapper Musters
•
visits to various sites including HMAS
Cerberus and the RAE Corps Museum
•
Vietnam Vets wall at Seymour
•
The Repat Hospital tour
•
Vietnam Veterans’ Vigil
•
Presenta on of awards to 22 ER
members
•
The laying of plaques at the Shrine and
Site 17 at Seymour
•
RAE Associati n merchandise
•
The crea on of an associa on web site
•
Our Facebook page

Please remember to save the date of next
year’s Sapper Muster, Saturday 10 March. We
look forward to seeing you and many of your
fellow Sappers.
Bill Van Ree
President
RAE Associati n Victoria
Please note, the opinions and comments
contained in ar cles published in Sapper
Summit are those of each author. They do
not necessarily re ect the policies or views of
the RAE Associa on Victoria (Inc). Editor
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Melbourne High School Army Cadet
Unit Annual Ceremonial Parade

The development of Sapper Summit into
a comprehensive and diverse magazine
There is stil more to be done and I know that
the new committee will take up the challenge.
Once again may I pass on my apprecia on of
the help and support of the members of the
RAE Associati n. Your support to any of the
activi s makes the Associa on stronger.
•

On behalf of the Associati n, our Vice
President, Ted Boltong a ended the Cadets’
Annual Parade which was held at the school
on 19th October 2017.
For the last few years the Melbourne High
School Army Cadet Unit have provided Banner
Par es for the Associa on on ANZAC Day and
in recogni on of their support, the
Associati n makes a presenta on at the
Ceremony Night to the individual Cadets
involved. The presenta on usually takes the
form of a framed photograph of the Banner
Party and this year also included a copy of the
38th Field Squadron history publica on.

Colin Bowater
Past President
RAE Associati n of Vic (Inc)

Editor’s Note
During Colin’s tenure as President, the RAE
Associa on Victoria grew from a small
associatio of some 60 members focussed on
RAE historical and heritage ma ers, into a
dynamic associatio with over 300 members.
The associatio
has provided many
opportuni es for sappers to enjoy the
comradeship of other sappers regardless of
the nature of their service or the rank they
held. There is no greater example of this than
obtaining a place in the Melbourne ANZAC
Day march where serving and retired sappers
can march proudly behind the RAE
Associatio ’s banner. The associatio has an
online presence and a Facebook page which
along with Sapper Summit, ensure that
members stay connected and informed. As a
consequence, members have the opportunity
to enjoy a wide range of ac vi es and
excursions.

Ted was certainly impressed by the turnout
on the night and had the opportunity to
personally catch up with the cadets along with
several other representatives including the
Patron of the Associa on (COL John
Wertheimer), Secretary of the Waverley RSL
(Mike Black) and LTCOL Sharon Coates
(incoming CO of 22 ER).
The Cadets (under the Command of CAPT
(AAC) Stephen Huysing) have been a great
acquisiti n for the Associa on on ANZAC Day
as they have enabled our members to
concentrate on the march rather than
worrying about the banner and it is hoped
that this rela onship will con nue for many
years to come.
Jim Davis
Secretary

Personally and on behalf of all those who have
benefi ed from the Associa on’s growth in
recent years, I congratulate and thank Colin
for his leadership, drive and vision as
President of the RAE Associa on Victoria.
Editor
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Above: RAE Associa on Victoria Vice President represen ng the Associati n and expressing our
gra tude to Melbourne High School ACU at the unit’s annual parade 2017.
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important foundati n building blocks as we
progress through the cycle.

From The Regiment

I want to express my thanks to, and
apprecia on of, the Southern Region Corps
Commi ee and the RAE Associati n (Victoria),
two organisa ons that provide immeasurable
support to both our unit and to individuals.
The work that these committees do is all by
volunteers and I am inspired by what they
achieve. The rela onship between all three of
our organisati ns has been excellent and it is
due to the professional and dedicated teams
within.

CO 22 Engineer Regiment

WO1 Anthony Luchterhand is also fi ishing his
tenure as RSM 22ER and I know he will
con nue to do great things in his next
appointment. Tony has brought immeasurable
knowledge and experience to the Regiment
and I am truly grateful for everything that he
has achieved in the discipline, ceremonial,
honours and awards, soldier development and
training areas (and more). His leadership style
has being highly effe ve and of note, it has
greatly in uenced the building of strong
rela onships across ranks, whilst maintaining
a healthy respect between ranks and roles. On
a personal note, I thank WO1 Luchterhand
profusely for his advice, personal leadership
and calming in uence. I couldn’t have asked
for a better rela onship with my RSM. Thank
you.

This column marks my fi al one as the
Commanding Offic of the 22nd Engineer
Regiment and every me I re ect on unit
activi s, I am consistently inspired by how
much we achieve from one period to the next and yet we are only a part- me organisa on!
This edi on of Sapper Summit is packed with
ar cles from our eld training, ceremonial
activi s, social events, professional military
educa on, honours and awards, promo ons
and farewells - and that is only from the last
few months! I o er my heartfe t
congratula ons to all the recipients - they have
all worked very hard and the RSM and I are
incredibly proud of them and their successes.
Well done!

I have thanked and acknowledged my
Principal Sta O ers a few mes already,
however, I do wish to do so again. Of
par cular note to the XO (and senior full- me
member) MAJ Paul McComb, all Majors and
the Adjutants (x2), I want to reinforce the
importance of their roles and their teams, and
how their work has posi vely shaped the
Regiment. For all intents and purposes, unless
‘called out’, a Reserve unit relies on
volunteers - it is the work that all our leaders
do in providing a great barracks and fi ld
environment that will encourage our people
to turn up again and again. I am especially
proud of these leaders, and indeed our

Looking ahead, 22ER is currently halfway
through our Reset year in the Force
Genera on Cycle; we have our individual and
collec ve training mapped out on our next
‘Road to Ready and beyond’. There are some
really exciti g fiel
and staff training
opportuni es for all 22ER and 3 Fd Sqn
(Adelaide) members in 2018 so I encourage all
o cers and soldiers to priori se this. The rst
two kick off in March - these activi s are
10

soldiers, who demonstrate commitment and
passion everyday, and a true belief in our
mission through their words and ac ons.

of Mog headlamps, with TP SGTs watching on.
The RSM gave an intelligence brief to the
training cohort that elements of hos le forces
had been seen moving within the Tac cal Area
of Responsibility (TAOR) and mixing in with
the civilian popula on. Advanced training in
reconnaissance and guerrilla warfare meant
that the enemy were likely part of Special
Forces elements and this demanded the
highest level of vigilance and a en on to
detail when execu ng the mission.

LTCOL Sharon Coates and WO1 Jus n Jones
are posted to 22ER WEF Jan 2018. The RSM
and I wish them every success in their new
appointments and hope that they will obtain
as much enjoyment and sa sfacti n that we
have.

I will miss this role and the experiences that it
has provided. However, I am truly grateful for
the opportuni es that it has presented. As a
CO, one understands that she acts as a
steward; to achieve her mission and to
generate
capability,
whilst
mee ng
governance requirements and ensuring that
welfare of our people has primacy. I hope that
I have achieved this - as I handover to LTCOL
Coates, I know that the unit will go on to
bigger and bette things with her at the helm.

Reveille 0530h.
There was not a moment to lose as the Troops
scrambled quickly but quietly into forma on
for the dismounted step off into the early
morning’s
shrouded
darkness.
Troop
Commanders liaised with each other to
confir coordina on of task and mings as
the Troop Sergeants vigorously directed the
soldiers into line. With prepara ons complete
and H-hour just seconds away, sappers from
22 Engineer Regiment began to step off The
mission: To cordon and secure a nearby village
North East of the Engineers compound. 1
Troop would establish and maintain the
cordon to prevent any poten al escapees, as
well as, outside enemy interference. 2 Troop
would patrol into the village; secure any
civilians and enemy in the area; conduct
search activiti of the houses; and prepare
for further tasks. The mission went off without
a hitch. Civilians were properly controlled and
processed out of the village, houses were
secured and prepara ons began to start the
task of hardening the area for Squadron HQ.
Once confir a on came over the radios that 2
Troop had secured the village, 1 Troop
fractured into 3 sec ons. 1 maintained the
cordon for protecti n against the enemy’s
most likely avenue of approach, 2 sec on
established a vehicle check point to cover and
protect routes to the South, as the nal 3
secti n established a vehicle check point

Warm regards
Michelle McCormack

EX SPUR PARAPET AUGUST
The focus of the training exercise for SPUR
PARAPET was on Engineer area search and
construc on tasks. The forma on of the
ground force was two troops of combat
engineers, one from 10 Combat Engineer
Squadron and the other from 8 Combat
Engineer Squadron. There was also support
from 105 Construc on plant operators who
were assigned to compliment the construc on
task.
As the buses arrived at the Engineers’
Compound of the Puckapunyal Military Area,
secti n 2ICs took charge and coordinated their
soldiers’ issue of stores and weapons for the
upcoming tasks. Concurrently, sec on
commanders received confir atory orders
from their Troop Commanders under the light
11

similarly to cover the Northern approach.
With all sealed roads leading to the
construc on site covered, 2 Troop could begin
the task of hardening the Squadron HQ.

enemy subterfuge.
As dawn broke through in the distance of the
dew-covered tree branches, atop the high
features surrounding the construc on site,
combat engineers remained ever stil and
silent. They were packed and ready for a
poten al enemy counter-a ack force from
yesterday’s mission of taking the village. Small
patrol par es shi ed through the brush,
assessing and tracking for signs of the unusual.
With the all clear given, the exercise came to a
close and the soldiers spent the rest of the day
refurbishing and cleaning equipment before
heading back to Ringwood barracks to formally
conclude the training exercise.

The construc on task changed hands mida ernoon which not only allowed for the
soldiers to have a break and par cipate in
other concurrent tasks such as cordons and
vehicle check point control but also gave the
Troop Commanders experience with running a
construc on site. Many lessons were learnt as
the two Troops worked together to coordinate
the logis cal supply of sandbags and defensive
stores from the Engineers Compound to the
construc on site and the managing the work
par es to maintain security and for fy the
structure. The construc on of the structure
hardening and rocket screening took 1 Troop
well into the night as 2 Troop stood guard,
protecting the Squadron perimeter and
remaining vigilant against any poten al

Below: Lance Corporal Rob Camilleri direc ng the safe loading of sandbags during Exercise Spur
Parapet
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Above: Sapper Max Brown and Sapper Frank Coppa about to clear a room during Exercise Spur
Parapet
Below: Sapper Sebas an Jakielaszek and Sapper Max Brown searching for hazards using their
Minelab metal detectors during Exercise Spur Parapet. Combat Engineers provide security for the
Army through searching, iden fying and disposing of hazards to soldiers.
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EX SPUR GABION (PUCKAPUNYAL) 20 –
29 OCTOBER 2017

the conti uati n of work on the tent
hardstand begun by the Regiment in the
Engineer Compound in 2016.

During the last week of October, elements of
the 22nd Engineer Regiment under the
direc on of 105 Construc on Squadron, took
part in the week long EX SPUR GABION,
conducted in the Puckapunyal Military Area
(PUCKA).

With only a Sec on of sappers available for
the dura on of the activ ty, Plant Troop had to
diligently split its me and resources between
roadworks and the gamut of minor tasks
associated with ge ng the tent hardstand
hitching rails installed.

The Exercise encompassed both horizontal and
verti al constructi n tasks that were designed
to maximise the range of skills employed by
the Sappers involved and to take full
advantage of the various faciliti s and
environments offe ed by the PUCKA range.

While straight forward in nature, civil
construc on tasks like the repair of Walker’s
Track, are the bread and bu er of a
Construc on Squadron and allowed the TP to
get some much needed me on the machines
(see Photo 2). This was a novel experience for
some of the more junior members, though
they embraced the challenge with eagerness
and managed to achieve remarkably effe ve
results considering the me and limited
resources available to them.

For the members of Construc on Troop, the
primary focus was to con nue with the work
from previous years at the ever growing
Lysaght facility (Photo 1) in the Engineer
Compound. This activ ty involved a wide range
of tasks, from construc on of mber rails for
the mezzanine and stairs, to the installa on of
windows and internal plastering of the
classrooms, as well as the pouring of a slab to
extend the existi g concrete oor space.

Unexpectedly, both the assembly and
posi oning of the hitching rails presented
numerous challenges and tasks of opportunity
for the Troop, requiring members to harness
their ini a ve and provide innova ve
solu ons to the problems at hand, while also
experimen ng with new adapta ons to
previously tried and tested methods.

This year there has been a strong focus on site
documenta on and planning for construc on
activi s, led by CPL Rodriguez. Over the three
ver cal construc on activi s in 2017, NCOs
and senior Sappers have li ed the standard
during each task, culminati g EX SPUR
GABION.

The end product (see Photo 3) was a
considerable training achievement for the
Troop, and happily serves the dual func on of
providing the SQN with a suitable area for
erecti g sleeping accommoda on and with
con nued construc on work for sappers in
2018.

The variety of work presented by the ongoing
development of this facility offer the sappers
exposure to an assortment of tools and
essen al trade skills whilst producing an end
product, built to Australian Standards, which
will be of great bene t to the Regiment in
years to come.

To round out the week, on Friday the 27th of
October a secti n of sappers from 5 Troop 10
Combat Engineer Squadron married up with
105 CS at Puckapunyal Military Area with the
object of performing tree-felling tasks and the
concurrent milling of hardwood mber as part
of their prepara on for deployment during the
2017/18 Fire Danger period.

Opera ng concurrently with this, Plant Troop
was given charge of the two horizontal
construc on jobs. These included the
reforming and re shee ng of Walker’s Track
out in the far west of the PUCKA range, and
14

The Patron and President of the RAE
Associati n Victoria extend their
best wishes for the fes ve season to
all members of 22ER and thank
them for their service throughout
2017. Enjoy you well earned stand
down period and for those on
deployment, stay safe whilst you contin e to do the
Corps and the Natio proud.

On the whole, the sappers that took part in EX
SPUR GABION performed to a very high
standard, demonstra ng sound construc on
practices on their respective projects and
building on their combined skills and
knowledge, which will put them in good stead
when the Regiment returns to con nue its
work in 2018.

Photo 1. Con nua on of construc on in the Lysaght facility

Le :
Photo 2. A grader
in ac on as part of
roadworks on the
range
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Photo 3. Complete hitching rails and the Engineer Compound tent hardstand

Photo 4: SPR Campbell and SPR Schintler
crimping the hitching rails for the tent hardstand.

Photo 5. CPL Rodriguez going through the basics of concrete form work with SPR Crase.

Photo 7.
Following
external
training at the
start of the
year, the SQN
has a strong
sca olding
capability. This
was put to use
as a safe and
cost e ecti e
solu on to
working safely
on the
mezzanine level.

Above: Photo 6. CAPT Hagqvist, 2IC of 105
Construc on Squadron manning SHQ.
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Photo 8. Sappers find a smart way to do things. The rack for rifles and webbing was quickly constructed for safe storage. SPR Speirs and CPL Hawley talk through sca olding erec on op ons.

Issue 97 Podcast
ABORIGINAL SERVICE DURING WAR TIME
John Maynard provides an overview of his research project that documents and recognises
Aboriginal involvement and service from the Boer war through to Afghanistan. He also explains

how the seeds of modern indigenous political activi m can be traced back to the First World War.
Highlights of Serving our Country presented during History week 2014 at the State Library of
NSW
Click the link in the box below or enter it into your browser to load this podcast.
h p://www.abc.net.au/radiona onal/
programs/bigideas/serving-ourcountry/6061680
Editor’s Note:
Podcasts listed in Sapper Summit do not promote the
views or opinions of the RAE Associatio Victoria Inc.
Podcast are included to provide readers with material
of historical or military related interest. (Editor)
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PROMOTIONS AND NEW
SAPPERS IN 2017

SPR H McDu
SPR R Nicholson
SPR J Peeler
SPR J Penny
SPR W Sco
SPE W Weir
SPR R Wilton
SPR S Wolany
SPR J Wong

CAPT
CAPT A Kocovski
CAPT P Miller

CO 22 ER welcomes all new Sappers to the
Corps and congratulates all 22 ER members
promoted in 2017.

LT
LT J Alekoz

AWARDS

SGT
SGT M Burgess

WO1 N Chrisi e on being awarded the
Federa on Star for 40 years service
CPL J Lowe on being awarded the Army
Soldiers Medallion
LCPL B Nanninga on being awarded the Army
Soldiers Medallion
LT P Kwitko on being awarded the RAE
Associati n Best Junior Office for 2017
CPL S Eaton on being awarded the RAE
Associati n Best Junior NCO for 2017
SPR B Fra n on being awarded the RAE
Associati n Best Sapper for 2017

CPL
CPL R Camilleri
CPL S Eaton
LCPL
LCPL B Ebeyer
LCPL A Girvan
LCPL K Goulas
LCPL S Hateley
LCPL D Killey
LCPL M Magilton
LCPL B Nanninga
LCPL P Rees

CO 22 ER congratulates all the members
awarded recogni on for their service to the
unit, the Corps and the Army in 2017.

NEW SAPPERS
PTE K Ansary
SPR J Bickerdike
SPR M Cabble
SPR T Challis
SPR J Duncan-Stredwick
SPR T Ebert
SPR J Fissendon
SPR J Fraser
SPR R Harkin
SPR M Hartland
SPR O Jenkins
SPR J Kelly-Woolford
SPR H King
PTE N Lock
SPR J Marinis

FAREWELLS
Separa ng/Transferring
MAJ D Taylor on transfer to standby reserves
CAPT M Ho on transfer to standby reserves
LT P Daniels on transfer to standby reserves
CPL D Wes e on transfer to standby reserves
LCPL R Williams on discharge
SPR A Burgess on transfer to standby reserves
SPR M Cobelli on discharge
SPR A Dixon on discharge
SPR D Langron on transfer to standby reserves
SPR B Mapleback on transfer to standby
reserves
SPR P Mutsears on transfer to standby
reserves
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22 ER HANDOVER-TAKEOVER
PARADE

SPR A Muti er on transfer to standby
reserves
SPR M Pollino on transfer to standby reserves
SPR M Portelli on transfer to standby reserves
SPR S Riddiford on transfer to standby
reserves
SPR A Rose on discharge
SPR J Wood on discharge
PTE A Doig on discharge
PTE A Rayment on transfer to standby
reserves

On Saturday the 18 November 2017 the
regiment
assembled
to
conduct
the
Commanding Officer Handover Takeover
parade at Oakleigh Barracks.
The parade was well planned by the
RSM, WO1 Anthony Lutcherhand and
extremely well executed by the regiment.
The drill on the parade was very professional
and impressed the large crowd of families and
friends who attended to witness the event.

Marching Out
LTCOL M McCormack posted as Deputy
Commander, Australian Army Cadet Brigade
Victoria
MAJ R Collins posted to HQ 2nd Division
MAJ P McComb pos ng to O er Training
Wing Canungra
CAPT D Beames posted to 4 CSSB
CAPT L Geddes returning to 4 CSSB on
conclusion of CFTS for TSE
CAPT A Hagqvist posted to 19 CE Works
CAPT C Thelander returning to 4/19 PWLHR
on comple on of his CFTS
LT M Stawski posted to 10/27 RSAR
WO1 A Luchterhand appointed RSM of the
Special Opera ons Engineer Regiment
WO2 T Herter posted to CIMIC
WO2 B Kennedy pos ng to the School of
Military Engineering
SGT L Dunn parading posted to 4/19 PWLHR
SGT W Harvey posted to ACAU Melbourne
SGT J Moore pos ng to the Defence Force
School of Signals
SGT G Van der Velden posted to CIMIC
CPL E Rodriguez posted to the School of
Military Engineering
SPR D Gardner posted to 10 FSB
SPR J Moulden posted to 2 CER

A highlight of the parade was the ceremonial
handing over of the Commanding Officer’s
sword from LTCOL McCormack to LTCOL
Coates. This important symbolic gesture was
just the first piece of the handover process
which officially concludes on 22 December
2017.

An interesting component of this hand over is
that LTCOL Coates is also handing over her
role as Deputy Commander Australian Army
Cadets to LTCOL McCormack.
The incoming Commanding Officer, LTCOL
Coates, has served in the regiment in a number
of postings including 2IC and OC 10 CES as
well as Regimental 2IC.

CO 22 ER thanks all 22 ER members farewelled
in 2017 for their service to the unit, the Corps
and the Army.
RAE Associa on Vic congratulates all award
winners and promoted sappers.
The
Associa on thanks all members for their
service to the unit, the RAE and the na on. Ed

The regiment is also completing a handover of
another key position when WO1 Anthony
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Lutcherhand passes the Pace Stick to the
incoming RSM WO1 Justin Jones.

An impressive variety of weapons was
available for young and old alike to handle.

The parade was also an opportunity for
families and friends to not only see the
regiment on the parade ground conducting a
formal ceremony but also participate in the
activities of the regiment family day and BBQ.

The weapons display was a very popular
activity and many future soldiers took up the
opportunity to get up close and personal with
some real military hardware.

An interactive display of military vehicles and
equipment included Engineer tools and

Equally the mine labs proved very popular
with many future Sappers giving the search
lanes a thorough going over.

RAE vertical construction tools on display

Above: Mine Labs in use in search lanes.

22nd ENGINEER REGIMENT HO/TO
PARADE AND FAMILY DAY – 2017
On Saturday 18th November 2017, the
Commanding O er (CO) of the 22nd
Engineer
Regiment
LTCOL
Michelle
McCormack, hosted the Regiment Handover/
Takeover Parade and Unit Family Day at
Oakleigh Barracks.
The day was not only an opportunity for the
Regiment to say thank you to its sappers but
also allowed family and friends to come along
and see some of the equipment used. It was
also an opportunity for promo ons and
awards.

Above: The ever popular weapons display.
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With approximately 60 visitors (family and
friends of the soldiers) a ending, the
Regiment had the perfect opportunity to say
thank you to its sappers for a job well done
during the year and acknowledge outstanding
achievements and performance of some
individuals throughout 2017.

The weather was great which certainly added
to the event with post parade displays and
activi s held outside. Sponsors including
Defence Bank and Defence Health supported
the day providing a racti ns and fun activi s
including a jumping castle and face pain ng
for the children. The Regiment added to the
fun for the kids, providing stands displaying
equipment used in training. No surprises, the
most popular being the weapons stand.

The chief guest of the Regiment, Commander
4th Brigade, BRIG David Westphalen, a former
Commanding O er of 4th Combat Engineer
Regiment, presented the following Regimental
awards

The RAE Associati n (Vic) Inc. also contributed
to the day with a BBQ, with master chefs: Bill
van Ree, Tony Jackson, Bruce Murray and
Duncan Howarth enjoying themselves as
much as the kids on the jumping castle. Jim
Davis also assisted when not taking photos.
The ever-reliable Marg Handte looked a er
sales of merchandise and the Old Sappers
Rooms opened to allow people to view the
memorabilia held there. The Associati n had
another very willing helper in Mel Constable
who is currently working on detailing the
collec on of items in the Old Sappers Rooms.

WO1 Neil Chris e
- Federa on Star for 40
years’ service to Defence.
CPL Mark Burgess
- promoted to Sergeant;
CPL Jerimiah Lowe
- 22 ER Soldiers
Medallion for Exemplary Service

The RAE
awards to
as being
Regiment
are;

Associati n presented its annual
members of the Regiment selected
outstanding members of the
during 2017. The award winners

Jim Davis

8622240 SPR Bryce Fra n: most outstanding
Sapper
8245132 CPL Sco Eaton: most outstanding
JNCO
8592204 LT Peter Kwitko: most outstanding
Junior O er

Secretary

LTCOL McCormack addressed those in
a endance and gave a brief update on
developments and plans for the Regiment.
She thanked the families for their support to
the Regiment. This support is crucial in
enabling soldiers to commit to numerous
activi s that take them away from their
homes and families.
LTCOL McCormack handed the parade over to
the incoming CO LTCOL Sharon Coates

Above: RAE Association “Masterchefs” Jackson,
Murray, Van Ree and Howarth in action.
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22 Engineer Regiment
Handover/Takeover Parade, Awards
and Family Day 2017 in Pictures.

RAE Association Committee Member Margaret
Handte selling Corps Merchandise.

RAE Association Victoria President Bill Van Ree presenting the Association’s Annual Awards
to 2017 winners SPR Frattin, CPL Eaton and LT Kwitko
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O’Neill spoke on professional development
during an interwar period whilst BRIG
Hutchinson spoke on Sir John Monash. Both
presenters were very professional and well
versed in their subject, keeping the audience
cap vated throughout the presenta ons.

SIR CLIVE STEELE LECTURE – 2017
Hosted by the Commanding O er (CO) 22nd
Engineer Regiment – LTCOL Michelle
McCormack, the 2017 Sir Clive Steele Lecture
was held on 17th November at Oakleigh
Barracks.

The evening concluded with supper and
fellowship in the Combined Mess hosted by
The Southern Region Corps Commi ee (SRCC).
Special thanks must go to Marie and Noel
Tipton who helped prepare the wonderful
spread. Michael Hutchinson also helped Noel
with the bar du es.

The Sir Clive Steele lecture has been
conducted for approximately 25 years and
was originally raised as a forum to bring
together the RAE components here in Victoria
to discuss developments within the Corps.
Developed as a forum for O r/WO/SNCO
training, there were also
mes when
likeminded civilian engineers were also
invited.
Organisers have arranged both
military and civilian engineers to present on
topics of interest and value to the RAE
community. It is an important event on the
Engineer calendar giving the CO the
opportunity of bringing together a selec on of
presenters to inform serving and re red
members on developments and updates from
within the Regiment and the Corps.

Jim Davis
Secretary

Sir Clive Steele Lecture 2017
Friday 17th November, Oakleigh Training
Depot
Thanks to the dreadful weather which
eventually came to frui on, it was the perfect
night to spend indoors at the Oakleigh
Training Depot, protected from the elements
and listening to the RAE Associati n’s Sir Clive
Steele Lecture for 2017.
Proceedings began in the O ers’ Mess at
around 1900 with some friendly beverages
and informal chats with this year’s presenters
MAJ Claire O’Neill, current Military A aché to
Chief of Army and founder of the professional
military
educa on
website
www.groundedcuriosity.com, and of course
BRIG (Ret.) Peter Hutchinson, DSC. Jim Davis
was senior representa ve of the RAE
Associati n for the evening, and we were also
a orded the company of the Head of Corps,
BRIG David Wainwright, which was surely a
treat for those who plucked up the courage to
introduce themselves.
The CO kicked things o at around 2000 with
an overview of Sir Clive Steele himself. For

Above: MAJ C. O’Neill at Sir Clive Steele Lecture 2017

This year’s lecture was open to all ranks
bringing together about 30 serving, and
re red Sappers to experience presenta ons
by two presenters; MAJ Claire O’Neill (Military
A aché to Deputy Chief of Army) and BRIG
P.J. (Hutch) Hutchinson, DSC (Retd). MAJ
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those who don’t already know, Major
General Sir Clive Selwyn Steele (KBE,
DSO, MC, VD) was a professional engineer and
RAE o cer who rose to prominence via his
prepara on and expansion of the RAE in the
prelude to World War II and the fi ht with
Japan. You’ll s ll see his name in several
places, most prominently up at SME by way of
the Steele Barracks / Lines and also adorning
his old business, Clive Steele Partners Pty Ltd.
Given that he passed-on way back in 1955, the
fact that we’re stil talking about him and our
reluctance to relegate him to the forgott n
pages of history must convey to at least some
small degree, the magnitude of his
contribu on.
With the CO’s introduc on complete, MAJ
O’Neill stepped up with a very welcome
presenta on focussing on innova on in Army.
An impressive speaker, acute intellect and
chronic over-achiever (the CO’s words
possibly), MAJ O’Neill outlined what she
though Army lacked in terms of innova on
and its willingness to embrace new ideas. The
audience was graced with a plethora of
resources,
books
and
professional
development socie es certainly unknown to
most in the room. Drawing from references as
wide as those describing Nazi engineering in
WW II, the heartening message from MAJ
O’Neill was that there is recogniti n at the top
that the world is advancing so quickly now
that Army’s reluctance to change needs
changing itself. The wholesome and frank
Q&A following her presenta on was
appreciated by all.
Next up to the plate was BRIG Hutchinson with
his discussion about the leadership traits and
trials of Sir John Monash, and how these
contrast to leadership demanded in the
modern military context. To understand the
leader, BRIG Hutchinson clearly argues that
you must firs understand the man and to the
audience’s surprise, it turns out Sir John

Monash wasn’t awless. He took around 10
years to complete his engineering degree,
came across as a legal and engineering
polymath lacking focus, was not revered as a
junior or even intermediate level o cer, but
eventually found his niche when commanding
the big picture. It turns out his act of
a ording himself the freedom to do things his
own way and throw out the ba le book of old
was the key to his success. This of course also
hastened the end of the war. The innovativ
nature of Sir John and the success it reaped
ed in nicely with MAJ O’Neill’s argument that
in order to change and improve, you can’t
keep following the same failed strategies. It
sounds obvious when it’s said.

BRIG Hutchinson then compared Sir John’s
command of hundreds of thousands of men
on the Western Front to his own command of
personnel as part of JTF 633 in Iraq, 2004. It’s
pre y clear that the changing nature of
warfare necessitates callsigns of greatly
di erent sizes to those of old, and that our
willingness to change will be stretched
evermore in the constant ba le to remain
relevant and effe ve on the military stage.
With BRIG Hutchinson all wrapped up, we
adjourned to the mess and were well cared
for by CAPT Tipton, WO2 Hutchins and SGT
Davis behind the bar. A few good warries
were shared and old friendships rekindled,
though with the CO’s hand over / take over
parade looming early in the next morning,
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many years to come for what is, and
hopefully always will be, a very pleasant
evening.
LT Colin Nelson.

proceedings were wrapped up at a
respectable hour thus bringing closure to the
Sir Clive Steele lecture for another year.
We can only hope that the RAE Associa on
and 22 ER conti ue to hold this event for
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Sapper Profi es

the 23rd March 1982.
A er comple on of my recruit course, I found
my way to 8 Field Squadron which at the me
was the IET SQN. Over the next 18 months I
was to complete my IET course which
culminated in a 2 week Exercise at
Puckapunyal. At the same me we were to
win the Americas Cup, with updates on each
race from Rex Howes. In 1984 I was posted to
10 Field Squadron as a “Jube”. The next 12
years was a journey I will cherish for the rest
of my life. I had the opportunity to serve with
many good ARES Field Engineers as well as
being mentored by some of the “Legends” of
the Corps who served as our RSM’s and
Training Warrants. Bill Unmeopa, Merv Dodd,
Ian Leach, Danny Hawkins, Mick Keen, Bob
Kudyba and the IMMORTAL, Monty Avo ns to
name a few.

358046/8257976 WO2 Andrew Pi
I was recently asked by Graeme Lambert if I
would like to contribute my story as part of
Sapper Pro les for this edi on of the Sapper
Summit. Without hesita on l accepted.

In 1981, I was a ending Bayswater High
School and one day I was cha ng to a school
colleague, Ronny Frank, who advised me he
had joined the Army Reserve. This explained
the short back and sides he was now ge ng
around in. Ronny, who later joined the
Regular Army in the RAE, said he was at East
Ringwood which was an Engineer unit. This
chat got me thinking. Just prior to my 17th
birthday the following year, I enquired with
Army Reserve Recruiti g and signed on the
dotte line. A er comple ng all entry tests, I
declared my allegiance to Queen Elizabeth the
2nd, her heirs and successors for 3 years on

Far le rear Rank – taken in 1984 at a church
service
Regiment Exercises were to include Yarram in
1984, Barmah on the Murray River ra ing in
1985 followed by Beardmores in 86, SME 87,
Point Cook in 88 and RAAF Sale in 89. The
new decade bought a change of uniform
where we ditched the greens. With no more
starching, we were issued DPCU’s. Exercises
were to include the Dandenong Ranges in
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1990 conducti g work on and around Emerald
lake and Pu g Billy rail line, a trip to NZ on
exchange in 91, and the last Regiment Exercise
as 7 FER in 92 at Bandiana. I also had the
opportunity to instruct on two ARES Recruit
Courses as well as numerous Unit IET courses
over my 14 year service. I had two highlights
during my me in the Reserves. One being in
1985 when a call for “Engineer Support” was
made to support Exercise Diamond Dollar at
SWBTA. On arrival at RAAF Amberley, a er a
couple of days in Sydney, we were met by the
2IC of 8/9th Ba alion, RAR who advised us he
had no idea of any Engineer Support and if we
were from Melbourne, we were Riflem n for
the next couple of weeks. Motorbike course
anyone. It was an experience I will never
forget as 8/9 at the me was the training
Ba alion for the RAR. Skills I learnt back then
are stil with me. The other was in 1992,
which was also a lowlight, when we
farewelled Damien Hanigan 2IC 10 Field
Squadron on that dreaded December night. I
ended up in hospital with “lead poisoning”
a er a .22 calibre round, which was fir d from
the street, hit me in the back and did some
serious damage inside me. I did manage to
stagger up to the bar, maybe that was the
rum, where I ordered and paid for a beer
which I eventually received the following year.

Engineer Wing, SME, into the Watermanship
and Bridging Cell. I was soon to meet lifelong
friends who were posted to the school as well
as students on Sub 4 CPL FE. In my second
year I was given the job as PMC of the Walter
Peeler, VC club. Towards the end of the year
SCMA advised me that I was to be Townsville
bound as a Sec on Commander in 3 CER, a
pos ng that was to last 3 years. In 1999, East
Timor kicked off with the Brigade being
mobilised for deployment. I was in Sydney on
Sub 4 SGT. “Don’t worry Pitt ,” they said,
“nothing is happening and the RSM wants you
to fi ish the course.” I arrived back in
Townsville post course on the weekend the
Regt deployed; see you Monday OIC rear
details said. I took the phone off the hook and
sat back and watched both AFL and NRL Grand
Finals highlighted by the great win by the
Storm. I soon found my way over there 3
weeks later on OPERATION WARDEN. In 2000,
I was sent to Brisbane with 17 Troop as High
Risk Search teams to support the soccer at the
Olympics as part of OPERATION GOLD.

At the end of 1995 I made the decision that it
was me for a change. I submi ed my
paperwork to transfer to the Regular Army.
The Chief Clerk at the me, Glyn Phillips
assisted me and SCMA gave me a couple of
choices a er I ini ally asked to do an ARA IET
course….SME as a SGT or SME as a CPL.
Op on B was my choice. On the 27th May
1996, I walked into the ADJT 4 CER’s o ce a
SGT and a short while later I walked out a CPL
in the ARA.

Bill – Rugby Union World Cup East Timor Jan
00
I received no fica n in 2000 that I was to be
posted to 17 Construc on Squadron as a
secti n commander in Support/Resources
Troop. It was also the year I met my late wife
Karan.
I completed the firs Explosive
Ordnance Reconnaissance course in 2001 and
then deployed with the Squadron to LAE in
PNG on Exercise Puk Puk in 2002. A move to

My fir t pos ng in the ARA was to Field
30

Regt that was developing into what it has
become today, SOER, as well as working
alongside and with the Special Forces Training
Centre. Mid 2010 gave me the opportunity to
deploy into Afghanistan on OPERATION
SLIPPER as the Senior Instructor Regional
Command – South to run an Explosive Hazard
Reduc on Course. The course was delivered
to the Afghanistan Na onal Security Force.

Brisbane was to occur in 2003 as Troop
Sergeant 14 Troop, 2 CER. The Troop was to
commence training for a deployment to East
Timor with UNTAET that same year. At the
last moment the UN reduced numbers from a
Ba alion Group to a Company Group. Trip
cancelled for us. On Boxing Day 2004, a
Tsunami devastated Banda Aceh.
Early
planning at 2 CER put a group of us on short
no ce to deploy as CIMIC. I was stood down
from this short notice at the end of January
however found myself on a plane bound there
on 14 Feb 2005. I was in Banda Aceh for 5
days and soon found myself on the Island of
Palau Weh where the Force Extracti n Team
was set up to clean all our equipment prior to
it returning home.

Brig General Hamid – Commander 205th Hero
Corps

A lull in cleaning equipment – Palau Weh
Indonesia
A er my three year posti g was complete, I
was posted back to SME into the Bridging
Yard, back where it all began, fully qualifi d
for Warrant O er and was subsequently
promoted at the end of year parade in 2007.
It was during my Career interview, I had two
in a week, that I was given the news that I
would be staying at SME in 2008 as either a
SGT or a WO2, hard choice. The next week
SCMA had a change of mind and offer d me
the Incident Response Regiment as the
TRGWO. This was by far my best pos ng
where I had the opportunity to work with a

EHRC Course – back centre. Mick Durnin on
the right
A er my pos ng to IRR and trip to
Afghanistan was complete in mid 2011, I was
posted back to SME, was there anyone else?,
into Engineer Tac cs Wing as the Wing
Sergeant Major, a privilege. My role there
was managing the Warrant O er courses as
well overseeing all other promo on courses
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Group Taji – 7 into an instructor’s positi n for
deployment in June 2018.

for Combat Engineer as well as mentoring and
offeri g advice to our “Yo Yo’s” who were on
ROBC. I also spent 12 months as the Secretary
of the Sergeants Mess. At my career interview
in 2012, I was informed that I would be posted
back to 2 CER into an SSM’s posi on in 2013.

I have been awarded the Australian Activ
Service Medal clasp EAST TIMOR/ICAT,
INTERFET Medal, Afghanistan Campaign
Medal, Australian Service Medal clasp CT/SR,
Defence Long Service Medal with 4 clasps,
Australian Defence Medal, NATO Non Ar cle 5
clasp ISAF and the United Stated Army
Commendati n Medal. I have also received a
CDF Commenda on for OP SUMMATRA ASIST.
I have 2635 days ll I re re, as at 21 Nov 17
and will soldier on ll I am 65 or un l these
weary old legs allow me, a total of 47 years,
10 months and 15 days.

On arrival in Brisbane, a er we purchased our
firs home, I found my way back to Gallipoli
Barracks and into Opera onal Support
Squadron as their SSM. “Wow!” a world of
Quee’s and Cra ies. It was also the year of
bad news for us as an MRI and CT Scan
informed us that Karan had Metasta c Breast
Cancer. Karan had previously been diagnosed
in 2001 and 2010. Our ba le to treat this had
begun and chemotherapy commenced over a
28 week period. My me as SSM of OSS was
fantas c. Learning about all things Logis c
and living in a BMA on Talisman Sabre was an
eye-opener. I did manage to do some Combat
Engineering in early 2013 when I deployed to
Bundaberg to build an FMB for QUEENSLAND
FLOOD ASSIST II. A er Talisman Sabre 15 was
complete Karan had further scans and it
revealed that her marker had increased and
more treatment was required. A pos ng to 17
Construc on was amended to 6 ESR Regt OPS
due to COPAS requirements and at the end of
2015 this was changed to OPSWO 20th
Explosive Ordnance Squadron. Karan passed
away peacefully on the 12 August 2016.

I recall a sign in the old drill hall at Dublin Rd –
“ DO WHAT CAN BE DONE, DO IT WELL AND
TAKE PRIDE IN THE ACHIEVEMENT”
UBIQUE
WO2 Andrew Pi
A/OPSO
20 EOD SQN
6 ESR

My me in the ADF has been a long and
fruitf l one. From a young 17 year old shy
school kid taking his fir t steps at 56b Dublin
Road East Ringwood who was not too sure
how long it would last to becoming the Acti g
OPSO for our only EOD SQN, 35 and a half
years later. My journey has seen me posted
along the East Coast of Australia, married,
owning my home and deploying on
Opera ons. As I write this I have been placed
onto the OMD for OPERATION OKRA for Task

Editor’s Note: Andrew’s story is a magnifice t
Sapper story covering both Ares and ARA
service. He has provided great service to the
Corps and the na on. Thank you for your
service and maintaining an irrepressible sense
of humour. When the me fi ally comes to
hang up the boots in 2635 days me, you’ll do
so with the best wishes of everyone in the RAE
Associati n Vic.
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Flag Restora on at Oakleigh
In March this year at the RAE Muster at
Oakleigh, Colin Bowater asked me if I could
look at the Old Sappers Associati n flag
mounted on the wall in the gymnasium at the
Oakleigh Barracks with the inten on of
restoring them as they were in a very poor
condi on.
I was given the go ahead by the committe to
proceed on 20 June
Below Le and Above: The Old Flags Removed
On 19 July we erected the sca old and
removed the old flags (what was le of them)
Below: Not looking so good.
and took them back to my factory.
The work involved the replacement of the
sheet backing, mber frame and PVC face.
We mounted the fla s on a special wool
backing that was adhered to the 9 mm sheet
backing and the flags were stretched and held
in place on the wool backing with velcro that
was a ached to the flag .
The 4 mm thick museum grade, non re ective
UV resistant, PVC sheet was then placed inside
a small sub frame and held there with new
polished hardwood frame. This all took about
150 hours of labour to complete.
Then on the 19 September we returned to the
Oakleigh barracks, erected the sca old again
then remounted the new flag to the
gymnasium wall again on metal angles to the
top and fixings to the front.
Mel Constable
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Below and Right:
Now-the flag returned to their former glory.
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Season’s Gree ngs

Rob Youl’s Column

The President of the RAE
Associa on Victoria wishes
all of our members and safe
and happy fes ve season
with health and good fortune for all in the
sapper family during 2018.

A er some
een years of providing Sapper
Summit readers with regular military history
essays, Rob Youl has decided to re re his
popular and very highly regarded column.
Many readers have commented on the detail
and historical accuracy of Rob’s pieces and I
know individuals have subscribed to hard
copies of Sapper Summit so they could read
and re-read Rob’s work. Personally, and on
behalf of all of our readers, I sincerely thank
Rob for his contribu ons to Sapper Summit.
Whilst we will miss his work, all readers will
wish him well with whatever endeavours he
now undertakes. Thank you Rob.
In the place normally reserved for Rob’s
contribu on, I am pleased to publish an
excellent ar cle prepared by Don Hughes.
Editor

A er the calamity of World War Two (WWII)
the Charter of the United Na ons (UN) was
signed on 26 June 1945 and came into force
on 24 October 1945. On 1 November 1945
Australia ra ed the Charter and became a
staunch supporter and provider ever since –
not only to UN missions but also other
humanitarian and assistance opera ons
worldwide.
JAPAN (BCOF) 1946 -52
Although not a United Na ons peace mission,
the main Australian conti gent of the Bri sh
Commonwealth Occupati n Force (BCOF)
arrived in Japan on 13 February 1946 for a sixyear occupa on. Essen ally a peace and
humanitarian
opera on,
approximately
19,270 Australians served with BCOF,
including many Sappers. On 22 October 1946,
Sergeant J. R. Sewell, 10th Australian Bomb
Disposal Platoon, BCOF, was awarded the
George Medal for his rescue of Japanese
survivors a er an explosion in a boat carrying
high explosives. He had been a member of 1st
Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) Parachute
Troop and is included on the RAE Roll of
Honour for Japan and Korea having been
killed in acti n (KIA) at Muroto Saki Japan.
DUTCH EAST INDIES (UNGOC) 1947-51
Australia contributed four military observers
to the fir t United Na ons Peace Opera on
into the fi ld in Batavia, then the Dutch East
Indies (Indonesia). The four Australian
Defence Force (ADF) observers comprised of 2
Army, 1 Royal Australian Navy and 1 Royal
Australian Air Force officer to the United
Na ons Good O es Commission (UNGOC)

SAPPERS BEYOND JUST
PEACE:
Peacemaking, Peacekeeping, Defence Coopera on and Humanitarian Assistance 70 Years of United Na ons Peace Missions.
By Don Hughes
“In peace prepare for war, in war prepare for
peace.”
Sun Tzu, Fi h century BC,
One of the most important trea ses on war
and peace ever wri en was “The Art of War”
by Sun Tzu in China over two and a half
thousand years ago. He highlighted that “the
art of war is of vital importance to the state. It
is a ma er of life and death, a road either to
safety or to ruin!” He wrote many truths that
are just as applicable today as back then. He
recognised the signi cant importance of
peace and humanitarian opera ons: “the
supreme act of war is to subdue the enemy
without fi h ng…”
POST WWII – UN CHARTER - 1945
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Ba alion in the AIF, Lt Col Charlie Green DSO.
He was just 25 years of age but highly
regarded for his demonstrated outstanding
talent for command, tac cal analysis, capable
leadership and personal gallantry (Gallway p.
23,24).
Despite WWII ending with atomic weapons,
opera ons in Korea were more reminiscent of
the trench and hand to hand warfare of WW1.
3RAR had earnt for themselves an outstanding
reputati n as figh ers. This was crowned with
their magnifice t stand against a Chinese
division at Kapyong (Grey p. 204). Charlie
Green was killed in ac on before that ba le.
The outstanding success of Kapyong earnt
3RAR the United States Presiden al Unit
Cita on. 1RAR and 2RAR also served with
disti c on in Korea. Total Australians killed in
acti n (KIA) was 306 with 1216 wounded in
acti n (WIA) and 29 prisoners of war (POW)
taken. (Grey p. 207).

on 14 September 1947.
THE 1947 AUSTRALIAN MILESTONE FOR
PEACE
The inaugural President of the Australian
Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Veterans
Associati n of Australia (APPVA), Paul
Copeland OAM, proudly points out that this
1947 contribu on, “has laid the historical
milestone of ADF Peacekeeping Opera ons
that have been conducted non-stop to the
present day. Our Peacekeepers conti ue to
receive interna onal accolade.”
PEACEKEEPERS & PEACEKEEPERS MEMORIAL
A Memorial to Australian Peacekeepers and
Peacemakers was formally opened on 14
September in 2017 in ANZAC Parade ACT. This
memorial recognises 70 years of a significa t
and disti guished contribu on by over 50,000
Australian Peacekeepers – Military, Police and
Civilian – in over 60 interna onal missions.
Sappers have played a significan role in this
United Na ons commitment as well as other
humanitarian and peace opera ons and
missions conducted at home and abroad.
KOREA (UNC) 1950-56
On 25 June 1950, just a month a er the
decision to withdraw BCOF back to Australia,
the Russian backed North Korean communists
invaded the American backed South Korea:
the practica onset of the Cold War! The
Russians boyco ed UN Security Council
debates that ul mately led for the firs me a
UN armed interven on in the cause of
resisti g aggression. Australia was one of the
firs member states to volunteer forces to the
American
dominated
United
Na ons
Command (UNC), under the direc on of
General Douglas MacArthur.
Withdrawal of BCOF back to Australia was
reversed and the 3rd Ba alion, Royal
Australian Regiment (3RAR) was in Korea by
the end of September 1950. 3RAR was under
command
of
Australia’s
youngest
commanding office (CO) of any Infantry

Above: 3 RAR in ac on in Korea.

RAE SAPPERS IN KOREA
Primarily an Infantry contribu on by Australia
to the Korean conflic other specialists were
also despatched. Capt I.G.C. Gilmore RAE was
a ached to the Bri sh Commonwealth
divisional engineers as an intelligence o cer.
He later commanded a Troop of New
Zealanders in 12 Field Sqn, RE and undertook
valuable work on mine elds for which he was
men oned in despatches (MID). Lt R.W.O.
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Pugh was the rst RAE office to serve with
the Infantry in Korea. He joined 3RAR in
February 1952 and he and his Platoon used
explosives to assist the rifl companies to dig
in.
Capt J.M. Hutcheson assumed command of
Assault Pioneer Platoon 3RAR in February
1952. The next year he served with 28 Field
Engineer Regiment, RE (28 FER, RE) as an
Intelligence o cer. He was awarded the
Military Cross “for outstanding service in
respect of opera ons in Korea”. Others to
serve with 28 FER included: Capt E.S.
Swinbourne, Lt D.C. Kneebone and Lt J.F.
Newton (Greville p. 443).
Based on 7 Field Squadron, RAE, Capt P.J.
Greville RAE, commanded the Assault Pioneer
Platoon of 1RAR deploying to Pusan in Korea
on 1 April 1952 and then moved to the
“Kansas” line. Ambushed on the night of
23/24 August 1952 in the Naechon Valley,
Greville and a secti n whilst mending a
mine eld fence sustained 2KIA and 3WIA.
Greville and Pte D.D. Conlon were captured by
the Chinese. They remained in cap vity at
Panmunjom un l they were both repatriated
in a prisoner exchange in August-September
1953 (Greville p.444).
KOREA: THE FORGOTTEN WAR
In the United States the war was ini ally
described by President Harry S. Truman as a
“Police Ac on” as it was an undeclared
military acti n conducted under the auspices
of the UN. It has o en been referred to as the
“Forgotte War” because of a lack of public
a en on it received both during and a er the
war, and in rela on to the global scale of
WW11 which preceded it and the subsequent
angst of the Vietnam War, which succeeded it
(Wikipedia, The Forgott n War). This is despite
1.8 million US Service-people taking part with
100,000 WIA and 37,000 KIA.
KASHMIR (UNMOGIP) 1950-85
The United Na ons Military Observer Group in

India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was established
to supervise the ceasefi e agreed between India
and Pakistan in the States of Jammu and
Kashmir. Captain I.M. (Ian) Stewart was one
Australian Sapper who deployed to Kashmir in
1977 and was later Lieutenant Colonel Stewart
AM who had been the Senior Instructor at SME
and CO 2/3 FER. He became actively involved in
the Australian Red Cross a er re rement from
the ADF.
MIDDLE EAST (UNTSO) 1956-present
In 1956 the United Na ons Truce Supervision
Organisa on (UNTSO) was established to
monitor peace in the Middle East. Consisti g of
approximately 152 unarmed Military Observers
from 20 di erent na ons deployed to
outsta ons and observati n posts in Egypt,
Israel, Lebanon, Syria and the occupied
countries. Australia provides 12 Army O ers.
Many RAE O ers have par cipated in this
peacekeeping mission over the years.
One of our RACT brothers, Captain Peter James
McCarthy (Bags) RACT, was killed whilst
undertaking observa on du es in Southern
Lebanon a er his vehicle engaged an an -tank/
vehicle land mine on 13 January 1988. He was
posthumously awarded the ANZAC Peace Prize
jointly with the Australian Defence Force
Peacekeeping commitment.
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL PEACEKEEPERS
HONOUR ROLL
A er extensive lobbying by Captain McCarthy’s
daughter Sarah, and Avril Clark, the mother of
Private Jamie Clark who died a er falling down a
sinkhole whilst on patrol in the Solomon Islands
in 1995, it wasn’t un l 31 August 2013 that the
Australian War Memorial recognised Australian
Peacekeepers on its honour roll. As a result of
their tenacity coupled with overwhelming
Australian Public opinion, 48 Peacekeepers (Men
& Women) are now included on the War
Memorial Honour Roll alongside over 1000,000
Australians killed in more than a century of
conflict at home and abroad.
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SINAI 1976-79
Many Australian Sappers have served in the
Middle East. It has provided many Sappers
with a wealth of experience and credibility for
further Opera ons.
ZIMBABABWE (RHODESIA) 1979, 1980
An Australian force deployed to Rhodesia and
included many Sappers; Major Jim Truscott
OAM was a young Lieutenant who served the
Corps well and later scaled Mount Everest.
Also, our own Captain Noel Tipton, 203 Works
Sec on, was an operator on this important
Commonwealth Mission.
EXERCISE INNER PEACE 1980
An early forerunner of a variety of
humanitarian projects conducted within
Australia by the RAE was the construc on of
the All Saints Chapel at Lavarack Barracks in
Townsville (Ex Inner Peace) in 1980. A
mul tude of projects have since been
conducted at home and abroad for training,
military and humanitarian aims. Of note are
the AACAP deployments and various remote
air elds such as RAAF Base Scherger.
The “Chapel” in Townsville was opened by the
then Defence Minister- Sir Jim Killen. The
construc on supervisor of the project Cpl
“Sparrow” Parrish was awarded a BEM and
the OC of 21 CONST SQN, Major Rainer Frisch,
was awarded a MBE. CPL Parrish went on to
be a WO1 and Maj Frisch the CDE of the 1st
Division as a Colonel.
IRAN-IRAQ 1988 -90
CAPT Brad Hampton and MAJ Col Chidgey
were both awarded Conspicuous Service
Medals (CSM) for their Explosive Ordnance
Disposal skills in Iraq. Both were detained by
Iraqi security forces and by their strong
leadership skills di used a poten ally
catastrophic situa on for the UN Special
Commission to Iraq. Their CO was LTCOL
Charles Vagi, who was awarded a Conspicuous
Service Cross (CSC) for his leadership and
direc on during that mission. Colonel Vagi

The Roll includes 4 sailors killed clearing sea
mines in 1947, 9 ADF personnel killed in the
Sea King helicopter crash in Indonesia in 2005
and Cra sman Beau Pride killed in a vehicle
accident in East Timor in 2011.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA – 12th CHIEF ENGINEER
WORKS 1963 - 1999
To provide a cri cal Defence Co-Opera on
Program (DCP) to improve civil engineering
infrastructure support in the more remote
areas of PNG, Lt Col D.F.W. Engel (later Maj
Gen D.F.W. Engel AO, OBE) was appointed CRE
19 CRE Works for the purpose of raising the
unit in prepara on of the tasks that lay ahead.
Ini ally based in Popondetta in the Northern
District over its 36-year deployment period
(Australia’s longest permanently deployed
unit) the unit had numerous name changes
(19 CRE Works (1963-67), District Engineers Popondett (1967 – 72). The unit moved to
Mendi in the Southern Highlands District
under the units O er Commanding, Major
I.M. Wells RAE and con nued its vital work in
the “Last Fron er” of the Southern Highlands
Province of PNG.
Na on building tasks con nued at an
impressive rate and more name changes
occurred: District (District Engineers O e
(1972-76), Provincial Engineers O e – Mendi
(1976 – 78) and nally 12 CE Works (1978 –
2003). PNG’s Independence occurred in 1975.
12 CE Works celebrated its Silver Jubilee
between 15-20 September 1988. !2 CE Works
was awarded an Ins tute of Engineers
Australia Excellence Award.
CYPRUS 1964 -present
Peacekeeping is not only the preserve of the
ADF. Australian Police have deployed to many
United Na ons opera ons and in par cular,
since 1964, to Cyprus to monitor the ongoing
confli t between its Greek and Turkish
communi es. Just this year the Australian
Government has decided to withdraw this
commitment.
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One of our Doctors, Maj Susan Walsh, lost
her life on this Opera on in a plane crash.
Sappers lament her passing and dedica on.

was later appointed as the Head of Australian
Defence Sta (HADS) in Papua New Guinea
and earnt a bar to his CSC.
AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN 1989-93
Many Australian Sappers have served on this
cri cal humanitarian demining mission. Many
have received well deserved accolades and
honours. The intricate details of this
deployment have been well documented by
Colonel Marcus Fielding. His fi e ar cle,
including all Con ngent members and awards,
will be published in sapper circles soon.

Above: Mine Clearance in Namibia.
CAMBODIA 1991-93
A great Sapper General, LT GEN J.M.
Sanderson AC, who became the Chief of
Army, was the inspira onal Commander of
the UN Force in Cambodia.
CROATIA-BOSNIA 1991-95
Many Sappers served in the former
Yugoslavia. A nasty and vicious conflict
Sappers made signific nt contribu ons to
this part of the world.
SOMALIA 1992-94
Lt Bill Boyer and 17th Field Troop during
Opera on SOLACE earnt a well-deserved CGS
Commenda on on 21 October 1993.
RWANDA 1994 95; unomur, unamir gi oes
kibeho mas 22/23 massacre, 22/23 April
1995.
CAPT “Alby” Hughes RAE was the Engineer
O er allocated to the mainly Infantry force
in this horrible trouble spot in Africa.
MOZAMBIQUE 1993-2002
Australia’s longest and probably most
successful, UN Mission, Demining in
Mozambique, has been well documented.
The O ial War Memorial History will be
released soon. 32 Australian Federal Police
and 31 Australian Sappers contributed to the
firs landmine a ected country in the world

Above: An Afghan deminer receiving sapper
delivered training in Pakistan.
Two Australian Sappers that stood out from
this period, are LTCOL Ian Mansfie d AM, CSC
and LTCOL Willem (Bill) Van Ree who went on
to manage UN mine clearance opera ons
worldwide. Also, the Editor of Sapper Summit,
MAJ Graeme Lambert RFD, served as a Civilian
Consultant to the demining programme in
Afghanistan.
NAMIBIA 1989-90 (UNTAG)
Another great Australian Sapper success story
was the deployment of a Construc on
Squadron (17 CONST SQN) to Namibia, Africa,
to assist in suppor ng the Independence of
that country. Along with many ne and well
deserved individual honours and awards, the
Unit earnt itself The Australian Army’s firs
“Honour Dis nc on”. Well done.
WESTERN SAHARA 1991-94
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to be declared “landmine free” in August
2015! Some of our best Sappers deployed
there to assist in turning a quagmire of
devasta on into a Country of Hope &
Prosperity.
A number of Conspicuous Service Crosses
(CSC) were awarded: WO1 Dave Sinai; WO1

Laurie Mountain and MAJ Peter MacIntosh.
WO2 Des O’ Hanlin was awarded a CDF
Commenda on and Major Don Hughes a Land
Commander’s Letter of Commenda on.
Mozambique is now a Commonwealth country
and is forging ahead with tourism and mineral
explora on.
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UN/ANZAC
PEACE PRIZE: 1995
Ambassadors,
teachers.
peacekeepers,
soldiers! Sappers, have been involved
in mately with UN Peacekeeping Opera ons
over the previous 50 years in all corners of the
World!
HAITI
Colonel Marcus Fielding was the RAE Sapper
on the ground in Hai . He was responsible for
numerous infrastructure and works in helping
to rehabilitee the country.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA - BOUGANVILLE 1997
Australians have also served in Bougainville to
help se le a long running dispute between the
Government pf Papua New Guinea and the
separa st Bougainville Revolu onary Army
(BRA). The dispute over mining, land and
cultural issues. Paradoxically, one of the BRA
leaders was trained by the Australian Army in
demoli on techniques. Professor Bob Breen
PhD has produced a wonderful O ial history
on Bougainville and the Solomon’s.
PAPUA NEW GUINEA - OPERATION
SHADDOCK 1998
A Tsunami devastated 30km of coastline on
the north coast centred on Sissano in Sanduan
Province on 17 July 1998. Lt Col Rod West (CO
3CER) was appointed the Commander of a
Combined Joint Task Force 110 (CJTF110) to
provide humanitarian support to our
neighbours. Approximately 2500 local
residents were killed and over 9000 made
homeless. The Task Force consisted of 3 CER, a
large Signals component, the 1st Parachute
Surgical Team, 1st Field Hospital with SAS
interpreter and patrol support. Lt Col Rod

Above: WO2 Wayne Hay in Mozambique

Above: Author, Don Hughes taking me out
from humanitarian demining to have a
dalliance with Armoured Corps in
Mozambique.
40

aft r 20 years of civil war has disrupted South
Sudan becoming an independent na on since
2011. These simmering tensions prompted the
UN to provide protec on and humanitarian
aid with the United Na ons Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS). A number of Australian
Sappers deployed on this Mission.
FLOODS
Sappers have always supported protecti n
and recovery from fl od & cyclone disasters at
home for decades. The most recent was 3CER
(Commanded by LTCOL JKF Harris CSC) who
commanded the Military Support to the
recent far North Queensland fl ods & cyclone
threat. Another job well done.
POSTSCRIPT/REFLECTION
Australian
Sappers
have
contributed
con nuously to Interna onal Peacekeeping,
Peacemaking and Humanitarian Support
Opera ons in many diverse and hos le
environments. There are probably RAE
activi s over the last 70 years I have missed. I
would strongly encourage Sappers of all ranks
& trades, to submit wri en and photographic
ar cles to enhance the Sapper history &
heritage record. We as a Corps, have done
some amazing things over the years. We need
to record them.

West was awarded the Conspicuous Service
Cross, in part, for this mely and well
executed humanitarian opera on.
TIMOR LESTE 1999Lt Col. (Steve) Day DSC as CO 3CER led the
Sapper Force in Timor. The Sapper resource
included most of the full- me resources of
the RAE. Their exploits and tenacity are well
recorded. MAJ GEN Steve Day DSC, AM is now
our Representa ve Colonel Commandant
Royal Australian Engineers Australia,
OP GOLD 2000
Because our full- me Sappers were primarily
deployed to Timor. The Reserve Sappers had
to “Step Up” and assume responsibility for
Security of the 2000 Olympic Games. They
achieved wonderful outcomes and were a
credit to the Corps. 4 CER were cri cal to this
most posi ve outcome.
UN NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 1988
In 1988, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded
to United Na ons peace-keepers for
“demanding and hazardous service in the
cause of peace.”
BUSHFIRES
Numerous bushfir s in all parts of Australia
have been supported by Sappers of the RAE.
Many stories abound. In Sydney, the ACT and
par cularly throughout Victoria. Many
Sapper’s were awarded the Victorian Fire
Medal for their services.
BANDA ACEH 2004-5
The Tsunami of Boxing Day 1994 rallied
interna onal support. The Australian Army
Engineer Group consisted of the 1ST Combat
Engineer Regiment and elements of 19 CE
Works. For their ne work they were awarded
a CDF commenda on. The current CO of 22
ER, LTCOL Michelle Mac Cormack, was
in mately involved as a Civil Engineer with 19
CE Works.
SOUTH SUDAN (UNMISS) OPERATION ASLAN
2012-Present
Deep tribal divisions and con nued confli t

Good Sappering, Yours in Peace (UBIQUE)

Sapper Don Hughes & Temporary Sapper Zeus
“What we have done for ourselves alone, dies
with us; what we have done for others and
the world, remains and is immortal.”
(Australian Federal Police College Memorial,
Barton, ACT)
Also: In South Africa Zulu Language –
“UBUNTU” …. “I am because, we are!”
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REMEMBRANCE DAY ADDRESS
Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Thank
you for the invita on to address you on
Remembrance Day 2017.
Unlike many speakers who have preceded me,
I have not seen activ service. However, I
hope my presenta on tonight is something
that you fi d both interesti g and relevant.

REMEMBRANCE DAY ADDRESS 2017
Introduc on and Editor’s Note:
Earlier this year, our Vice President, Ted
Boltong, asked me if I would deliver the
Remembrance Day Address at the Riversdale
Golf Club in Melbourne. I was asked to focus
on humanitarian demining from the
perspectiv I gained whilst working for the UN
Demining Programme in Afghanistan in 1996.

I am now re red but had 43 years of service
with the Educa on Department as a
secondary school teacher of Humani es and
Legal Studies. In 1978, I enlisted in the Army
Reserve. In 1980, I was commissioned, to my
surprise, into the Royal Australian Engineers. I
say my surprise because I was probably the
only engineer o cer with a Bachelor of Arts
and a Diploma of Educa on. I thought at the
me that it may have been the Army’s way of
encouraging me to leave. I did just that, 33
years later.

Riversdale Golf Club is a prestigi us club in the
eastern suburbs of Melbourne. Each year, the
club conducts a special Remembrance Day
tournament followed by a Remembrance
Dinner.
At the dinner, a vacant chair
represen ng members lost in the service of
the na on, is piped into the dining room
draped in an Australian flag and adorned with
two golf clubs. The names of members killed
in ac on are read out before the observing of
a minute’s silence. At the end of the dinner,
the Remembrance Day address is presented
by a guest speaker. This traditi n is highly
valued at the club and over 100 members
were
in
a endance
to
recognize
Remembrance Day and commemorate those

During my training, I completed many army
qualifica on courses but the one that was to
have the greatest impact on my life was
qualifying as an Instructor Minewarfare
because in 1996, I had the opportunity to go
to work for the United Na ons Humanitarian
Demining Programme in Afghanistan.

In 1996, Afghanistan had endured almost 17
years of con nual warfare following to Soviet
invasion in 1979. Although the Soviets le in
1989, the fi h ng conti ued between the
mujahedeen and the Soviet puppet regime
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and then between the di erent mujahedeen
groups as they vied for power. What was not
destroyed in the fig ng against the Soviets,
was destroyed as the di erent mujahedeen
groups fought for power over what li le was
le . In early 1996, the Taliban swept across
southern Afghanistan and then moved north
to capture Kabul in September 1996. The an Taliban forces clung to small enclaves in the

killers; they disabled, disembowelled and
emasculated…...”
Mines can be roughly placed into two
categories.
An Tank: mines designed to disable or
destroy armoured vehicles.
An Personnel: mines designed to kill or
maim people. These can be made of

Above: Destroyed public building in Kandahar 1996.

north of the country un l the US led invasion
of 2001, swept the Taliban from power.
Taliban Afghanistan was the environment into
which I ventured to work with the UN
demining programme.

metal or plastic, they can be placed in
the ground, rigged to trip wires,
booby trapped and some can be
delivered by artillery and deployed
from aircra .

The an -Soviet war and the ensuing civil war
le
Afghanistan awash with mines and
unexploded ordnance.

Mines were a favoured weapon by all sides in
the conflict.
The Soviets used an -personnel mines to
protect strategic facili es and places of
tactical importance. They used mines as
terror weapons to deny the civilian
popula on land and freedom of movement in
an a empt to force people into the larger
towns that the government forces could
control.
They used aerial and ar llery
delivered mines to deny mountain trails and
passes and to cut of mujahedeen escape

Mines- In his acclaimed book “Vietnam-The
Australian War” author/historian Paul Ham
wrote of the mine threat faced by Australians
in the Long Hai area of South Vietnam in 1969
this way:
“Mines instill d a raw, livid fear in the soldiers’
hearts and minds that could be debilita ng.
Mines were invisible, hidden, loathsome
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routes. To my amazement, in urban areas,
they laid an -personnel mines right up to the
walls of defended strong points. This was
completely contrary to our doctrine but as I
found out, our doctrine was purely to restrict
the enemy’s ability to a ack our posi ons
whereas the Soviets used mines to trap their
unwilling conscripts inside defended loca ons.
The mujahedeen forces, facing the armour
and mechanized forces of the Soviet Union,
extensively used an -tank mines to ambush
Soviet convoys and to degrade Soviet combat
power.

in searing heat, I was met by two armed
Taliban who escorted me to a crumbling mud
hut which was their immigra on offic and
where my visa was a stamped page torn from
a school exercise book. As in Herat, it was
impossible to ignore the complete destruc on
of the airport buildings. In Herat, I counted 13
destroyed Soviet fig ters around the air eld.
Likewise, in Kandahar the burned out Soviet
armoured vehicles that li ered the area also
remained as a testament to the fi h ng that
these areas had witnessed before the Taliban
takeover. As I walked across the tarmac, I
no ced what was to be indica ve of
Afghanistan. Bombs were being towed to a
Soviet MiG 21 ….. not unusual in itself, but
they were being towed by a fuel truck and
what I thought even more odd, a Taliban
soldier was standing through the cupola of the
fuel truck cabin having a quiet smoke.

The demining programme was working to
rehabilitate land and communi es by clearing
buildings and infrastructure, so that people
could return to their homes and resume the
produc on of food, undertake some form of
commerce and rebuild the country. Unlike
military mine clearance, humanitarian
demining works on complete clearance and
demining teams oft n walked across cleared
areas to convince civilians that it was safe to
return. This was extremely demanding and
dangerous work but without it, refugees could
not return and the people had no chance of
recovering from the ravages of war.

Before I’d taken off my boss said that when
going into Afghanistan, “….turn your watch
back half an hour and your mind back two
thousand years.” I was star ng to understand
what he meant.
I paused momentarily to take in the
environment in which I now found myself. I
took a breath and said to myself, “Graeme,
what have you done?” Australia, my family,
my dad’s 70th birthday a week earlier on 23
August, and even my troublesome Year 9
students seemed a very, very, long way away.

A few days a er leaving Australia on 29
August 1996, I was on travelling on my own
into Afghanistan in a 9 seater Beechcra
aeroplane, piloted by two Danish pilots. We
were fl ing from Islamabad across the
magnifice t Hindu Kush mountains to Herat
and then on to Kandahar which was to be my
base for my fir t trip into Afghanistan. We
circled the Kandahar airfi ld for some me
whilst the pilots made contact with a UN
worker on the ground who needed to confir
that it was safe to land. Once given that
assurance, the pilots began a tactical landing
where they spiralled into the airfi ld to
minimize exposure to ground fi e that a long
and gradual approach would entail. Even so,
as this was taking place, I could see from the
window, a Taliban ZSU 23-4, a four barrelled
Soviet an -aircra
weapon, tracking the
plane’s every move. As I stepped o the plane

The next morning, I visited my firs mine elds.
In the morning, it was a mined agricultural
area and in the a ernoon, an urban mine eld.
Despite the realism ins lled in training at the
School of Military Engineering, that fir t step
into a live mine eld is unlike anything that
exists in the training environment. I found
myself willing my foot to defy every survival
insti ct in my body and take that fir t step.
The deminers at work in these mine elds
were paid US$40 a month and they generally
thought themselves lucky to have the work. It
is a sign of the despera on experienced by
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people in that sad country that men would
feel happy to be paid that for undertaking
what is arguably the most dangerous job in
the world. The basic technology available to
deminers took the form of electronic mine
detectors.
Whilst this may appear that
technology was on the side of the deminers, it
was in fact, not so. Mine detectors detect
metal. Such detectors are virtually useless
against say, the Chinese Type 79 plastic an personnel mine, where the only metal
component is the small fir ng pin.
Furthermore, mine detectors also detect every
nail and tack, metal bu on or bullet case.
Even kiln fir d bricks registered as a detecti n.
The programme monitored the detecti n of
each fragment and it was common to nd tens
of thousands of such detecti ns for each live
mine. Such odds lead to complacency and
complacency can lead to deadly consequences
in this type of work.

were very good. I met a vet who had trained
in Germany and ran a hygienic clinic complete
with opera ng capability and a range of drugs
and medica ons. So impressed was I with the
vet that I told my interpreter that if I was
injured, I didn’t care how vets took
temperatures, I wanted to go to the vet for
treatment. As good as the dogs were, they
were best employed in open areas as urban
areas could contain concealed trip wires and
other obstacles the dogs may not see.

Above: Viscount Lord Waverley from the UK House of
Lords on a study trip to formulate a UK response to the
Internati nal Campaign to Ban Landmines, enters an
urban minefie d in Kandahar.

At the me when I was coming to terms with
opera ons in mine elds, a delega on of
German lawyers, judges and poli cians arrived
in Kandahar. They had been sent by the
German Government to assess the Taliban’s
claims that they had made the country safe.
The Germans were assessing this in order to
decide on the compulsory repatria on of
Afghan refugees living in Germany. The
delega on met with the Taliban leadership
and it became apparent that they were being
convinced by the Taliban’s claims. Over
dinner, I suggested to some delegates that
they may like to consider the mine situa on as
part of their delibera ons. I also suggested
that if they really wanted to understand this
issue, they may like to accompany us into an
urban minefie d the next day. The necessary
clearances were obtained and the Germans,
true to their word, turned up the next
morning at a nearby urban mine eld. It was
clear that they were having the same issues

Above: An Afghan Deminer at work.

By far the most eff c ve form of mine
detec on were mine detecti g dogs for unlike
metal detectors, the dogs detected explosives.
If a trained dog detected a mine, it would sit
and the handler would place a coloured
pebble in that loca on and withdraw to dog to
provide it with a treat. The deminers would
then crawl forward and a empt to reveal a
mine by scratching at the ground with most
commonly, an AK 47 bayonet. Once found,
the mine would be detonated in place. The
dogs were supported by quality veterinary
services. In a country where hospitals were
some mes structures on earthen fl ors with a
roof being only a possibility, the vet services
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convincing their feet to take that fir t step,
that I had experienced a day or so earlier. In
the mine eld, they found deminers working in
one corner of a former house whilst the
owner and his children made mud bricks and
laid them in an opposite corner only a few
meters away. They saw unexploded mines on
window sills and in roo ng mbers. When
they emerged, they all agreed that they simply
could not recommend the compulsory return
of Afghan refugees to such a high threat
environment.
I think they found the
experience of simply not knowing each me
you put your foot on the ground, whether it
would be the last thing you ever did, to be
quite compelling. Germany did not forcibly
return the Afghan refugees.

the an -Taliban mujahedeen forces that by
late September 1996, held onto enclaves in
the north of the country. In the areas under
its control, the Taliban enforced severe Sharia
Law. Whilst they claimed that they had
brought the people peace and security, they
also brought their own form of terror. Their
execu ons and mu la ons have been well
documented so I’d like to give you a snap shot
of what their ideology meant to the
humanitarian demining programme. They
would arrive at demining sites and arrest any
Afghans who did not have a suitably long
beard. If any were iden fi d, these men who
were doing such invaluable and dangerous
work, were taken off site and gaoled un l
their beards were of suitable length. Seriously
for us, they denied us the opportunity to

Above: Community based Mine Awareness Educatio being delivered to boys in a village community. One of the
boys who delivered part of the training was an amputee from a mine incident.

It is perhaps important at this point, to
menti n the politica situati n as an overly to
understand the environment in which the
demining programme was opera ng.

deliver mine awareness educa on for girls.
The programme ran such sessions to help
children recognize mines and unexploded
ordnance and know what to then do to
minimize the risk of a mine accident. The
Taliban had banned educa on for girls and

The Taliban was engaged in all-out war against
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this awareness programme was considered to
be educa on. Girls were banned. It didn’t
matter that the taxes of western women went
into the funding of the demining programme…
Afghan girls were excluded. More tragically,
any females who were injured in mine
incidents and survived, were generally taken
to the nearest medical facility. Taliban law
banned men a ending to females. They also
banned females from working, so male
doctors could not a end to injured females
and as women were unable to work, there
were no female doctors or nurses to assist
them. Unless they were lucky enough to be
taken where MSF or ICRC were working with
women medics, injured females were
relegated to dying slow and painful deaths
without any medical assistance at all.

I’ve now reached the end of Day 3.
The UN demining programme conti ued its
outstanding work well a er I returned to
Australia. Australians, usually Royal Australian
Engineers O ers or Senior NCOs, were
prominent amongst the small con ngent of
interna onal sta who guided and managed
what was at the me, the most extensive
humanitarian demining programme in the
world. They were doing what other Australian
sappers had done in leading humanitarian
demining in places like Pakistan, Cambodia,
Laos, Namibia and Mozambique.
Sadly, the US led invasion of Afghanistan post
9/11 brought another chapter of war to the
country and along with that, much of the work
done by the demining programme was
undone. Afghanistan again became li ered
with mines and unexploded ordnance.
Some mes it seems that all the effor s of the
demining programme in Afghanistan was for
li le long-term bene t.

Having endured war for so long, I found the
Afghans to be amazingly resilient people
despite all that war and Taliban extremism
had forced on them. The Taliban had decreed
that the playing of music was un Islamic and
they’d set up road blocks and search vehicles
for casse e tapes.
When found, they
festooned their tank barrels or heavy machine
guns with these tapes as if they were some
kind of ba le trophies. Yet, you’d see Afghans
approach road blocks and tapes suddenly nd
their way under turbans or other clothes.
Once through the road blocks, these would reemerge and fi d their way back into tape
players and the music conti ued. Perhaps
resilience and making the best of a terrible
situa on can be best illustrated by a breakfast
conversa on I had with a pilot. He had been
flyi g a MiG 21 for the an -Taliban
mujahedeen and had been captured during
their rapid advance. He was in his flyi g suit
and explained that he now had to fly bombing
missions for the Taliban. His facial expression,
not his words, suggested that this was
anything but a voluntary decision. I asked
how he felt about bombing those for whom
he had previously served. With a shrug of his
shoulders and a raised eye brow, he said,
“Huh! Maybe today I miss.”

On this Remembrance Day, we can remember
many significa t events in the history of our
people and their sacrifice. 100 years ago
today, the Third Ba le of Ypres or
Passchendaele was drawing to a close. It
would claim 250,000 allied dead and even
now, we are s ll haunted by images of
Diggers, unable to walk through the mud,
crawling on hands and knees towards the
German trenches only to face certain death
from rifl , machine gun and ar llery fir . 75
years ago, a er a mere handful of Australian
AIF and Mili a Ba alions bought me with
their lives against the 12000 strong Japanese
South Seas Force on the Kokoda Track,
Australian forces were advancing towards the
complete annihila on of the Japanese at Buna
and Gona. As on all Remembrance Days, we
recall the sacrifices made by Australians in the
World Wars, in Korea, Malaya, Vietnam, Iraq
and Afghanistan as well as many other smaller
conflicts and peace keeping missions. We
remember those in uniform who stand willing
today, to serve the na on and we remember
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those for whom their ba les have never
ended, struggling with their physical and
psychological injuries. We can and should
remember.
This year, I ask that you nd space in your
hearts to also remember those Australian
Army Engineers who as either part of o cial
military deployments or in support of other
humanitarian
programmes,
have
put
themselves in harm’s way to clear mines from
devastated countries in far-away parts of the
world. Their e orts have been li le known
but amazingly signifi ant in rehabilita ng
countries, enabling the return of refugees,
establishing security, building peace and in
doing so, making the world a better place and
Australia just that li le bit safer.
Thank you ladies and gentlemen.
Lest we forget.
Top: Above: Improvised Mechanical Clearance of a residential mine eld area. Above: Further to Don Hughes’s
arti le on the internati nal work of Australian sappers, former RAE WO1 Dave Hughes (left briefi g Viscount Lord
Waverely (centre) on site at a clearance operatio outside Kandahar Afghanistan.
Below: Demining NGO DAFA at work undertaking residential area clearance. Note the destruc on of the homes in
the middle distance.

Le : The author
in UN guesthouse,
Kandahar
Afghanistan
September 1996
two weeks before
the Taliban
capture of Kabul.
48

Above: Street scene outside UN guesthouse, Kandahar Afghanistan September 1996.
Below: On site mine eld clearance progress/briefi g chart on the outskirts of Kandahar.

49

Your RAE Association—Victoria
2017 in Review A snapshot of the last year.
Sapper Muster (March)

Above: Serving and retir d sapper enjoy dinner at the annual Sapper
Muster in the Oakleigh Training Depot.

Above: BRIG Hutchinson and COL
Wertheimer

Annual General Mee ng (April)

Another well a ended AGM in April saw the elec on of your 2017-18 Committee. AGM
documents can be accessed at www.raevictoria.asn.au/documents
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ANZAC DAY

WATERLOO DINNER (June)
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Flag Restora on Project (August)

Australian War Memorial—100th
Anniversary of Mining of Hill 60 Ypres
Salient. (June)

Reserve Forces Day (July)
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Repatriation Hospital Sappers
Lane Dedication

Remembrance Day (November)

22 ER Parade and Family Day
(November)

53

End of Year Social Get Together
Ringwood East Training Depot
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Commi ee of Management End of
Year Mee ng and Farewell Lunch
(December)

In farewelling LTCOL McCormack and WO1 Lutcherhand
from 22 ER, the RAE Associa on Victoria recognizes and
thanks these two fi e sappers for the work they have
done at 22 ER and the support they have given to the
Associatio .

FROM THE ASSOCIATIONS

Squadron Sergeant Major who was quickly
promoted to Sgt in 1951 and to WO2 in 1953.
He remained as SSM 105 un l 1957.

THE BLUE TOUNGES are closely aligned

Promoted to Lt Col, Vic Swanson, who had had
served in New Guinea as a Company
Commander during WW2, was appointed CO
22 Construc on Regt in 1954/5. He was the
Chief Engineer of the SRWSC and later became
the chairperson of the Melbourne Harbour
Trust.
The Squadron provides great military and
technical capability to the Australian Defence
Force and also the broader Australian
Community.

with 105th Construc on Squadron Royal
Australian Engineers although the Squadron’s
actual emblem since 1995 is the “Brush Tailed
Phas geal”: a tough na ve animal that
prefers nocturnal activi s and can work
profusely with its drive and energy!
Ini ally a Supplementary Reserve unit, 105th
Construc on Squadron RAE was raised out of
the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission (SRWSC) in 1950 under CO 22
Construc on Regiment, LtCol I.J. O’Donnell
OBE, ED. The fir t OC of 105th Construc on
Squadron was Maj V.G. (Vic) Swanson and was
capably supported by Cpl C. Grumley as the

The Squadron has deployed to all parts of
Australia and individuals on opera ons and
tasks overseas.
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“The Finest Thing Yet Done in the War”:
Pompey Elliott and Villers-Bretonneux
presentation by Dr Ross McMullin

The “BLUE TOUNGES” have regular reunions;
usually always in a bush se ng. Keep an eye
out for their no ces. They welcome all.
Don Hughes OC 105 Construc on Sqn 1997
Noel Tipton 2IC/OPSO 105 Construc on Sqn
(Various)

Veterans Story Writin & Arts
Compe on.

The immense German onslaught in March 1918 led
to Britain’s gravest crisis of the war. The Australians,
rushed to the rescue in this climax of the con ict,
were in uencing the destin of the world more than
Australians have done in any other year before or
since. The culminati n of their vital contributi n was
the stunning counter-atta k at Villers-Bretonneux on
Anzac Day 1918. No one was more pivotal in this
celebrated transformati n than Pompey Elliott. In
the centenary year of this famous battle, awardwinning historian Ross McMullin will illuminate what
took place. There could hardly be a more appropriate talk for the Pompey Elliott Memorial Hall.

Wednesday February 21 2018

Raphael's Father, an oil on canvas by Don
Hughes, depic ng the moment the Father of
the firs UN deminer killed in Mozambique
was informed of the death of his son is
depicted in this pain ng.
It was awarded the John Quinlivan TPI Special
Recogni on Award. Don has donated the
pain ng and accompanying story to the TPI
Victoria Associati n (Victorian) Headquarters
in North Melbourne.

Doors open at 6.30PM
The ‘Pompey Ellio Memorial Hall’ is located at the
Camberwell RSL Sub-Branch at 403 Camberwell
Road, named in honour of Major General Harold
Edward ‘Pompey’ Elliott CB, CMG, DSO, DCM, VD.
Elliott was a senior officer in the Australian Army
during the First World War and served as a Senator
in the Australian parliament. He was also the second
President of the Camberwell RSL Sub-Branch in
1919.

A winner in the True Story Writing category,
Robert Creek of 3 Troop RAE 1 Field Squadron,
Nui Dat in 1967/68, wrote an amazing story
en tled "The Lady and the Sapper". The Lady
being Lady Maie Casey, the wife of the
Governor General at the me who wrote to
this Na onal Serviceman Sapper numerous
personal letters. It covers acti ns in and
around Fire Support Base Anderson. He was
injured and ended up at the Heidelberg
Repatria on Hospital but fi ished his Na onal
Service at Swan Street with 202 Works
Sec on.

Seminar Speaker Program Logis cs. The MHHV
seminar speaker series will run between 7.00 – 8.00
pm on Wednesday 15 March, Wednesday 16 August,
Wednesday 15 November following drinks and
snacks from 6.30 pm.
Entry & Catering. The seminar speaker series will
att act an entry fee $5 for MHHV members, veterans, concession card holders and students while all
other guests will be $10 to cover the costs of providing food, tea & co ee or beverage and hall use.
Drinks at RSL prices.
Rob Youl
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WELFARE AND WELLBEING

.

RINGWOOD
prices.

RSL President’s Column

jurisdic ons.
States and Territories agreed to examine the
feasibility of collectin data on veteran
incarcera on and to promote non-liability
health care for any mental health condi on to
those who have served at least one day in the
full- me ADF.
As a step towards des gma sing Post
Traumati Stress, Ministers agreed to refrain
from using the term disorder and agreed to
encourage their ministerial health colleagues
to do the same.
The mee ng supported the establishment of a
Veteran Support Services Accredita on
Associati n that would enable Ex Service
Organisa ons delivering services to veterans
to obtain formal accredita on.
Consensus was reached on a common
defi iti n of veteran that is to be recognised
by all jurisdic ons. It was agreed that a
veteran would be de ned as ‘a person who is
serving or has served in the ADF’. Ministers
agreed use of the term veteran should not be
limited by the de ni ons contained in existi g
legisla on.
Ministers agreed there needed to be a
ques on about veterans in the next Australian
Census. This will assist all levels of government
to be er support services and support to
veterans and their families.
Ministers agreed to establish a working party
to explore the harmonisa on of veterans’
concessions across jurisdic ons.
The Ministers also agreed to mark the 100th
anniversary of Armistice Day in 2018 with a
na on-wide campaign to acknowledge a
minute’s silence at 11am.
A endees included the Federal Minister for
Veterans' A airs the Hon Dan Tehan MP,
Minister for Veterans A airs New South Wales
the Hon David Ellio MP, Minister for
Veterans Victoria the Hon John Eren MP,

Collabora on between
Federal and State
Governments on Veteran
Issues
At the most recent mee ng of Ministers
responsible for veteran issues they reinforced
the need to coordinate effor across all levels
of government to ensure the successful
transi on of those Australian Defence Force
(ADF) personnel moving from military to
civilian life.
Issues discussed at the mee ng included
improved transiti n, mental health and suicide
preven on, improving employment outcomes
for veterans, veteran accommoda on and
assisti g veterans who had been incarcerated.

The mee ng was updated on ini a ves in the
Federal budget to enhance veteran
rehabilita on and transform the Department
of Veterans’ A airs (DVA) as well as the
expanded package of mental health support
worth $31 million that was announced as part
of the Government’s response to the Senate
Inquiry into veterans’ suicide.
A commitment by all governments was given
to informa on sharing across agencies to
assist in improving transiti n across all
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Minister for Housing, Veterans Issues and
Youth Western Australia the Hon Peter Tinley
AM MLA, Government Whip South Australia
the Hon Tom Kenyon MP, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Premier, Community and
Veterans’ A airs Tasmania Ms Sarah Courtney
MP, Minister for Veterans Australian Capital
Territory Mr Gordon Ramsay MLA and
Assistant Minister for Veterans A airs
represen ng the Chief Minister Northern
Territory Mr Tony Sievers MLA a ended the
Roundtable.
Given
the
Queensland
Government was in caretaker mode, it was
represented by a departmental o cial.
This collabora on is welcome news. It shows
that veteran issues are no longer an
a erthought at the ministerial level. Hopefully
some of the longstanding veteran support
issues will now be addressed in a posi ve way.
A word of warning though, with the
“harmonisati n of veterans’ concessions
across jurisdic ons”, we must be alert to the
possibility that the least bene cial become the
benchmark and we in Victoria may lose out.
Going backwards in this respect is not an
op on that can be supported.
Ringwood Sub Branch Club News

metre from the catafalque as a symbolic form
of respect for those who have fallen. Our
thanks go to those who par cipated and the
volunteers
who
helped
make
the
commemora on a memorable occasion.

The
Ringwood
Remembrance
Day
Commemora on was held at the Clock Tower
Memorial Park with a respec ul crowd in
a endance. The service was yet again
significa tly enhanced by the catafalque party
provided by 22 Engr Regt. Catafalque par es
are mounted around memorials as a sign of
respect on occasions of such as Anzac and
Remembrance Day. The party comprises four
members of an armed guard who stand, their
heads bowed and their arms (weapon)
reversed, facing outward approximately one

Summer is fi ally star ng to emerge and our
club faciliti s provide welcome relief from the
heat and a place to relax with friends and
family. We regularly review the bistro menu to
update it and include weekly specials and the
children’s playroom remains very popular.
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Every Friday night there is live entertainment
in the ANZAC Bar and a member’s draw with
cash prizes up to $500.
Other activi es include the giant ra
which
rd
in 2018 will be held on the 23 March, 29th
June, 31st August, 29th September and the
Christmas ra e on the 21st December. Each
ra e has 50 draws for prizes ranging from
large screen TVs and other electronic devices,
weekends away for couples to garden tools
and everything in between.

WELFARE and SUPPORT
Sapper Summit recognizes the demands placed on
individuals through their military service. Through
Sapper Summit, the RAE Associa on (Vic) aims to
provide informa on to the Sapper Community on
support and welfare services available both locally
and na onally. The Associa on also aims to
promote welfare, well being awareness and
educati n. Members have suggested the
following support services.

To keep up to date with Sub Branch news and
events, download our free app on your smart
phone.
Season’s Gree ngs
Finally let me wish each of you a very happy
Christmas and prosperous 2018.
David Jamison
President Ringwood RSL Sub Branch
THE ANGEL SQUAD

As we reach that me of year in which we are
led, more than ever, to consider those less
fortunate than ourselves, we think of our
wider veteran community; those serving in far
-off lands, those who are still su ering from
the effe ts of serving their country and those
we have lost during the year.

Pension & Welfare Support The pension
o ce is there to support all ex-service
personnel and help them to compile and
submit claims for DVA support. Kyme Ryan
our welfare o cer has a wealth of knowledge
and an extensive network allowing her to
provide expert advice and support to the exservice members and their families facing
diffi l es or just in need of advice on support
services provided by DVA, local government or
community organiza ons. If you need advice
or assistance please call the Sub Branch on
98706604.

The Angel Squad has had a very successful
year as we con nue our work to assist young
veterans recovering from drug and alcohol
dependence brought about as a consequence
of PTSD. Our people are vastly improving their
health and well-being while regaining control
of their lives with all of the bene ts that this
brings.
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During the last six months we have had three
Squad members receive their ‘Gold Star’
award
for
two
years
‘clean
and
sober’ (including one young Sapper) as well as
a number of others achieving ‘Silver’ a er 18
months. The improvement in these young
veteran’s appearance and quality of life is
nothing short of amazing.
Members have enjoyed a wide range of Squad
activi s during the year (at no cost to
themselves) and we will be further expanding
the program for 2018.

At the 11th hour on Remembrance Day, many
Australians would have taken a minute’s
silence to commemorate those who have died
or
su ered
in
war.
But it is what we all do a er that minute that
will de ne us and truly honour those who
have died in service to the na on.
Soldier On is calling on Australians in the days,
weeks, and months following Remembrance
Day to take an extra minute to have a think
about how you can support our younger
veterans and their families who walk amongst
us.
True Remembrance cons tutes two minutes the firs minute for quiet reverence and
contempla on, the second is for you to
decide what you will do to support our
modern veterans and make a di erence.
What
will
you
do?
You might choose to educate yourself about
the roles of our current-serving men and
women or the conflic s in which they are
engaged.
You may want to connect with veterans in
your community or workplace, sit down and
have a chat with one and ask if they’re doing
ok.
You may want to get some mates together on
the weekend for a BBQ and donate the funds
to Soldier On’s “Host a BBQ” fundraiser,
which will support service personnel and their
families.
You might support a veteran with an
employment or volunteer opportunity.
It all starts by taking an extra minute to think
about
how
you
can
help.
Soldier On is an organisa on that not only
walks side by side with service personnel on
their immediate post-service journey, but is

On behalf of the Angel Squad, I wish everyone
a safe and happy Xmas and a healthy and
prosperous New Year.
Colleen McKenna.
Founder/CEO

Alcoholics Anonymous
Specialist Mee ng for the Services.
Current &Past members including; Police,
Fire, Ambulance, Army, Navy, Air Force,
Prison etc; Sappers most welcome!

The Phoenix Group:
Unity, Service, Recovery
Phone: 24 hour help line
(03) 9429 1833
www.aavictoria.org.au
Facebook - AA Victoria
Alcoholics.Anonymous.Victoria
Facebook - AA Victoria News Magazine
Alcoholicsanonymousnewsaustralia
Twi er
@aamelbourne
Instagram
alcoholicsanonymousvictoria#
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there
for
the
long
haul.
Your dona ons directly assist us in offeri g
educa on,
employment,
and
social
connectedness services to na onal security
personnel
and
their
families.
Please click here for our Spring Journal,
burs ng with informa on not only on our
recent rebrand and expansion of services, but
you’ll also fi d an array of stories to warm the
heart.

Associati n Shirts & Caps Available to Order

Warm regards,
John Bale
Chief Execu ve Offic
Soldier On.

and Co-Founder of
h ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php

The above is reprinted from the Soldier On
email newsletter 15 November 2017 Editor

RAE Association Stickers Now Available
Click link for ordering details
h ps://www.raevictoria.asn.au/merchandise.php

SOLDIER ON
“Suppor ng Our Wounded Warriors”
Visit: www.soldieron.org.au
RAE Associa on (Vic) is a proud supporter of

SOLDIER ON
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REMEMBERING 10th FIELD SQUADRON

was 7 years at a ti e when the average
service length of ORs within 4 BDE was around
the two year mark. With this level of
experience, it was possible for the Squadron
to have a capable Field Engineer Troop and
Support Troop along with a training IET Troop.
The FE Troop had deployed to Caltana and to
RAAF Tindal and was regularly allocated In
Support to 8/7 RVR for its majopr exercises so
both the sappers and infantry could bene t
from working in a combined arms
environment.

Reading Andrew Pi ’s sapper pro le in this
issue of Sapper Summit highlighted that part
of our local sapper history is some mes over
looked. A walk around the Ringwood East
Training Depot will reveal the photographs of
Commanding Officer of 7 FER, 7 ESR, 4 CER
and 22 ER.
These regiments were all
headquartered at Ringwood East. Their RSM
are recorded on Honour Boards and prize
winners are also appropriately recorded for all
to see.
It is some mes overlooked, that between
1992 and 1995, 10 Field Squadron was
headquartered at Ringwood East as an
independent Field Squadron.
At the me 7 FER was disbanded and 7 ESR
was raised, 10 Field Squadron, which had been
a sub unit of 7 FER, was established as an
independent Field Squadron with possibly the
most complicated command structure in the
corps.
At this me, 10 Field Squadron
appeared on the ORBAT as a sub unit of 4 FER
in NSW. The Squadron was allocated In Direct
Support HQ 4 Brigade, Under Command CDE
2nd Division and Under Command Local
Administra on, HQ LSF Engineers.

Above: 10 Fd Sqn waiti g to board Blackhawk
helicopters Exercise Ranger Rampart, PMA

The Command Echelon also deployed to
Holsworthy in NSW to support a major
Divisional CPX.
I am sure many sappers from that era would
also recollect as highlights of that time
parading as the guard for the RAE Corps
Banner on ANZAC Day and a major Squadron
exercise at HMAS Cerberus focusing in
engineers search with Army Explosive

By the end of 1994, 10 Field Squadron had an
effe ve strength of 126 out of an
establishment of 128 members. The average
service length of an OR within the Squadron
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10 Fd Sqn Sappers’ Dinner Ringwood East Depot

Detec on Dog Teams, Army Divers, Navy
personnel and Victoria Police elements in
support.

Above: Squadron Awards Night Andrew Pi (left 2IC
Damien Hannigan (right)

10 Field Squadron is transferred to the newly
raised 4 CER in 1995 and became the
backbone of that Regiment un l its record
breaking recrui ng campaign started to
produce quali ed sappers.

Above: Squadron Awards Night. Dave Ryan with Tony
La Morti ella in background.

10 Field Squadron was supported by a diligent
and highly professional ARA component sta
during its ti e as an independent Field
Squadron. This team was capably led by
Captains Damien Hannigan, Kevin Earle and
Daniel Byrnes. In the la er years, the ARA
team spent much of its me doing the sta
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Previous Page: Ma hew Rossi. Ma hew was a
young terminally ill cancer pati nt “adopted” and
supported by 10 Fd Sqn through the efforts of Jock
Howa . Ma hew was appointed an honorary
sapper.

work necessary to raise 4 CER which in me,
transformed in part, into the highly capable
unit that 22 ER is today.

Graeme Lambert

COMRADESHIP OF SAPPERS
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About the RAE Association (Victoria) Inc
Vision Statement
The Royal Australian Engineers Associati n (Victoria) Incorporated will be the most relevant and
recognized Sapper Associa on in Victoria with substan al membership and an enhance pro le
and standing within the serving and re red sapper community.
Mission Statement
To promote the wellbeing and better ent of our members along with serving and re red
sappers by the provision of a collegiate sapper associa on that values and promotes
comradeship, esprit de corps, service iden ty and tradi ons.
Objec ves
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase the Associati n's membership.
Develop the capacity of the Associa on to communicate with the serving and re red sapper
community through the enhancement of the Associa on's journal "Sapper Summit" and
through an internet presence.
Establish and enhance the relevance of the Associa on to all sappers - serving and re red.
Undertake the research and recording of sapper history in Victoria.
Provide sappers with an organized iden ty for par cipa on in ANZAC Day and other
commemora ve events.
Promote the achievements of 22 Engineer Regiment and those of its members.
Disseminate informa on rela ng to sapper events and activi s.
Recognize and acknowledge excellence and achievement within the sapper community.
Provide and promote awareness of welfare issues and resources relevant to service
personnel.
Promote mateship.
Promote esprit de corps between all members of the sapper family.
Maintain and promote the tradi ons and achievements of the Australian Defence Force in
general and the Royal Australian Engineers in par cular.
Seek con nual improvement in administra ve practices to ensure members receive op mal
value for the membership fees and dona ons.
Liaise with and develop co-opera ve working arrangements with like organiza ons and
associati ns.
Formally develop succession planning for key appointments within the Associa on.
Raise funds to support these objectives and other Associati n priori es that may arise from
me to me
For full details and news about the Associati n’s projects and events, or to download an
applica on form click on: www.raevictoria.asn.au
You can request an applicati n form from:
The Secretary
RAE Associatio Victoria Inc
c/- 22 Engineer Regiment
56B Dublin Road
RINGWOOD EAST VIC 3135
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Join Us—Royal Australian Engineers Associa on (Vic) Inc
Membership Categories

1. Ordinary Members and Associate Members (members who support the Associa on but do
not meet service membership criteria) who pay their subscrip ons by 1st of January receive a
receipt.
2. Concessional Life Membership. A member, who upon reaching the age of 65years (prior to
1st of January of the membership year) may elect to make a one off payment equal to ten mes
the annual subscrip on for an Ordinary Member. Such members will be granted Concessional
Life Membership with no further fees being payable. They will receive a le er from the
Commi ee to confi m the gran ng of this category of membership.
3. Complementary Life Membership. A member who has made a signifi ant contribu on to
the Associati n either by way of a substan al nancial or memorabilia dona on, maybe awarded
a Complementary Life Membership together with a letter from the commi ee confir ing the
gran ng of this membership.
4. Honorary Life Membership. Members over the age of 80 will be awarded Honorary Life
Membership in recogni on of their age status and contribu on to both the community and the
Corps. They will receive a letter from the commi ee confir ing the gran ng of this
membership.

5. Honorary Life Membership. Members who have made and outstanding contributi n to the
Associati n will be awarded Honorary Life Membership together with a framed cer fica e
confir ing the gran ng of this membership.
In categories 3 and 5, nomina ons are to be submi ed to the commi ee with suppor ng
justi ca on and documenta on. Nomina ons will be considered n a case by case basis.
Membership of the RAE Associati n Victoria costs $15 per year with subscrip ons due on 1
January each year. All members will receive an electronic copy of each issue Sapper Summit, the
magazine of the Associa on. Hard copies will be available to members without email. Members
can choose to receive coloured, hard copies in addi on to their e-copies for an addi onal
subscrip on fee. Contact the Secretary for details.
Applicants over the age of 65 may elect to pay ten mes the annual fee to receive life me
membership. Fees are not required from applicants over the age of 80.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC
ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP

Jim Davis
Honorary Secretary
28 Ireland Avenue
WANTIRNA SOUTH, Vic 3152 E-mail: jdavis01@bigpond.net.au
(Signed application can be emailed as above or alternatively a hard signed copy posted to the Secretary)
**SURNAME: _____________________________________
**GIVEN NAMES: __________________________________________
#PREFERRED NAME ______________________________________
**DATE OF BIRTH:

/

/

#NAME OF PARTNER/NOK: ________________________________

**YOUR ADDRESS & P/CODE: ________________________________________________________________
**PHONE: (H):------_------____----__________________ (W):____________________
(M):______________________
**E-MAIL:____________________________
#REGIMENTAL/PMKEYS No.______________________
#APPROXIMATE DATES OF SERVICE

#RANK: ________________________________
/

/

TO

/

/

**AWARDS/DECORATIONS HELD: ________________________________________________
#DETAILS OF SERVICE AND UNITS (any approximate dates would be useful)
________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________ _______________ _____________ __________________________
If more space is needed please use back of form.
**CURRENT OCCUPATION/PROFESSION: ____________________________________________________
** Mandatory information required for compliance and management purposes.
# Optional information but would be helpful if provided
**SIGNED:

____________________________________________

/

/

Wish to become a member of The Royal Australian Engineers Associa on of Victoria Incorporated (RAE Associa on (Vic) Inc.). In
the event of my admission as a member, I agree to:
Support the purposes of the Associa on.
Comply with the Cons tu on of the Associa on.
Note:
Under the Applica on for Membership clause in the Associa on Constit on, a person who wishes to join the Associaon must submit a signed wri en applica on to a commi ee member, and agree to the two items 1 & 2 listed above.
Constit on is readily available on the Associa on’s website (www.raevictoria.asn.au) or by contacti g the Secretary
Partner/NOK – (op onal)
informa on would be of assistance as an alterna ve point of contact for the member
Dates of Service, Service & Units served (op onal) - would assist in understanding your service history and con rm your quali caon for membership.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE FOR 2017 HAS BEEN SET AT $20.00 AND IS PAYABLE NOW WITH YOUR APPLICATION. ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY AT THE AGM. PAYMENT CAN BE MADE BY CHEQUE OR DIRECT CREDIT (see below). SHOULD YOU WISH TO MAKE A DONATION, REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT, IT WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED AND ALLOW THE ASSOCIATION TO CONTINUE ITS WORK WITH IMPORTANT PROJECTS
Payment can now be made by electronic transfer. Please use the details below and during the transfer ensure that
you show your name in the reference box. Show here that you sent subs/donation electronically on
/
/
and amount $
.
BANK – Westpac Banking Corp: BSB 033181 - Account No 169032 Account Name RAE Association (Vic) Inc.
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