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Breaking news: The AGM Brisbane and Townsville have been CANCELLED. All ANZAC Day Parades,
Commemoration Services and Sapper Reunions are CANCELLED.
HOLDFAST 2020 Reunion, May Day weekend in Townsville has been CANCELLED
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Please do not hesitate to contact your committee should the need arise.

The Sapper Association, Queensland Inc.
Brisbane
Annual General Meeting
Check with committee members if you have questions
regarding meetings and how they will be held.
ANZAC Day
Saturday 25th April 2020

The Sapper Association, Queensland Inc.
NQ Branch
Thuringowa RSL Club – 11am
1st Sunday of each month.
Check with your committee members regarding
Meetings and how they will be held..
Annual General Meeting

Presidents Report
Here we are, the first quarter of 2020 nearly over in what can be best described as uncertain times. The
cancellation of upcoming events coupled with the loss of more comrades casts a pall over us. I, for one,
was looking forward to our Reunion Many thanks to the organizers for their work. Pity it has not borne
fruit..To use a popular quotation, Keep calm and carry on, {with a smile }. Hopefully the coming months
should see a return to normality.
Brisbane Branch is looking to hold its next Committee meeting via Tele Conferencing with a view to
using the experience in the future. Another way of tackling a problem.
With our various AGM's upon us please give some thought to joining you Committee .New input is most
welcome. The timing and nature of these meetings will be advised by your Committees.
I leave you with this thought. Please give us your time and input to keep our Association alive and
kicking and not fade away due to lack of interest.
Regards,
Bob C.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Please note that, because of the pandemic and social distancing regulations, all future events have been put
on hold at present.
If you need answers to any questions, contact your local committee.

END of Financial Year 31 Mar 2020.
Reminder that Fees are now due on the 1 Apr 2020, either Electronically (details below for Brisbane)
(Townsville details on page 7) or by mail Cheques made out to The Sapper Association QLD Inc, posted
to P O Box 1043, STAFFORD QLD 4053.
Brisbane fees are Ordinary member $20.00, Country member $10.00, Associate member $5.00.
To assist the Association if you have an email address, let the Secretary know, all correspondence is sent
out Bcc… so your email address is safe & secure.

QUEENSLAND (BRISBANE) membership renewal information
ELECTRONIC BANKING, ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
We have now introduced electronic banking so that members have the option of paying annual subs by this method. We ask
that all who use this option make sure they identify each transaction as theirs, so our treasurer is able to keep the books of
account correctly, as required by the Office of Fair Trading. This will also allow our nominal roll to be kept up to date. Annual
Subs are due by 1st April each year.
Ordinary membership $20, Country membership $10. (Over 100km from the Brisbane City Centre).
BANK:
NAME OF ACCOUNT:
BSB NO.:
ACCOUNT NO.:

BANK OF QUEENSLAND
THE SAPPER ASSOCIATION QLD INC.
124021
21814271

PLEASE SHOW BOTH YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER AND YOUR SURNAME AS A REFERENCE.

PASSING PARADE

It is important that all members understand that we honour the memory of all Sappers who have passed
away. Lest we Forget.
The following have passed away since last newsletter.
21677, CHAPMAN Stephen William, Sgt RAAEME, passed away on the 20th December 2019 after
battling Cancer for some years. Stephen served in SVN with 17 Const Sqn. He was their Armourer. We
have no record of when Stephen’s funeral was held.
JOHN Ian, Sapper, passed away in mid- December 2019.
BURNS Robert (Bob) WO2 RAE, passed away on the 3rd January 2020. Bob served with 7 FER. His
funeral was held on Friday, 10th January 2020 at Springvale, VIC.
1202061, MAHER William John (Billy), Sapper, passed away at the end of December 2019. We have
no record of when Billy’s funeral was held.
55426 HAMILL George, Sapper, passed away on the 5th January 2020. George served two tours of
SVN; between March 1969 and March 1972, with 1 Fd Sqn and 30 Terminal Sqn. His funeral was held
on Wednesday, 15th January 2020 at Freemantle, WA.
BAKER Peter Allen, RAE Officer, passed away on the 15th January 2020. He was in the RMC Class of
1965. A celebration of Peter’s life was held on Friday, 24th January 2020 at Macquarie Park
Crematorium, North Ryde, NSW.
VAN DEN HAM John, Sapper, passed away on Friday 24th January 2020 after a brief aggressive fight
with cancer. John’s funeral was held on Thursday 6th February at Broulee Memorial Gardens, Canberra
ACT.
FLATMAN Heather, wife of Brenton “Ruffy”Flatman, passed away on 25th January 2020 after a
long illness. Heather’s funeral was held on the 31st January 2020 at Mattiske Funeral Prlor, Salisbury SA.
5718146, VAN DE WEGE George (DUTCHY), Sapper, passed away after a Heart Attack on 21st
January 2020. George’s funeral was held on Friday, 31st January 2020 at Amity Rose Funerals, Albany,
WA.
2412510, COSH Peter Rhys, SSGT RAE, passed away after battling Cancer on the 15th February 2020.
Peter was a Vietnam Veteran. His funeral was to be held in Bundaberg, Qld.
1732783, SARGENT Kenneth Arthur (Kenny), Sapper, passed away after battling Leukaemia on the
20th February 2020. Ken served on our association committee for several years. His funeral was held on
Friday, 28th February 2020 at Albany Creek Lakeview Chapel, Brisbane, Qld.
PHELPS Shane, RAEME, passed away on Monday, 18th February 2020. Shane was in the 27th Appy
Intake. His funeral was held on the 9th March 2020 at Morleys Chapel, Townsville, Qld.
MONAGHAN Laurie, Sapper, passed away early March 2020. He served in 7 Fd Sqn and a number of
other Engineer Units. Laurie’s service was held at Bristow’s Funeral Service, Toowoomba, Qld, on the
10th March 2020.
7126, EACOTT Raymond William (Ray), WO1 RAEME, passed away on the 27th February 2020.
Ray was an Affiliate Member of our association and his funeral was held on the 10th March 2020 at
Albany Creek Garden Chapel, Brisbane.
18510, UPSON Thomas William, Sapper, passed away on the 12th March 2020. The family have held a
private funeral, but have advised a memorial service will be organised at a later date through the local
RSL Sub Branch.
BARANKEWITSCH Peter, Sapper, passed away on Friday 13th March 2020. Peter’s funeral was held
on Friday 20th March 2020 in Perth WA.
WHITE Kim (Whitey), Sapper, passed away on Tuesday 17th March 2020.

3205921 SCHNEIDDER Phil (Von), Sapper, passed away in Thailand on the 30th March 2020. Phil
served in 7Field Engineer Regiment, in both 10 and 8 Sqns, Victoria.
312917 STANBOROUGH John Ralph (Slug) Sapper, John served plant troop, 17 Const Sqn, at
NuiDat SVN from October 1969 to January 1971. John’s funeral was held on Friday 27th March 2020 at
Bendigo, Victoria.
DELANEY John Graeme, Cpl RAE, passed away on the 3rd April 2020 after a long battle with cancer.
John served with 2 Combat Engr Regt from 20th May 2008 through his army service. He deployed
overseas twice on operation Slipper with Mentoring Talk Force 1 and as a Search Section 2IC with
mentoring Task Force 4.
213316 MOLLER John Ignatius, Sapper, passed away on the 13th April in Darwin. John served with
21 Engr Spt Tp, Spn SVN.
Our condolences go to all their families.
SICK PARADE
Best wishes for a full recovery to all those who are undergoing treatment at present. A special “Get Well” also to
all those who may just be “feeling off their oats” right now. Of course, our thoughts are also with their often hardpressed spouses and families.
Val MORRISON now resides at Salem Care Centre, Toowoomba. Jack Madden visited recently. Visits or calls
from old mates would cheer him up.
Brian JONES had a fall and broke his left leg on the 19th January 2020. He underwent surgery at the Townsville
hospital and was due to be discharged on th 18th February. He should be back in the Blue Care Residential Age
Care Facility at Mt. Louisa, Townsville. He has received a visit from Tony Kealley.
SANDY MACGREGOR had a stroke on the 14th January 2020 and after being in Royal North Shore Hoslpital
he was moved on 23rd January to Mount Wilga Rehabilitation Centre NSW. Generally his progress is good and
his medical team are optimistic.
Dave Wilson was admitted to Greenslopes Hospital in March 2020. By the last week in March he was back home
if anyone wants to contact him.

EDITOR’S JOTTINGS
All are encouraged (if they are able) to stand in your driveway for the ‘Light up the Dawn Service’
commencing at 6am ANZAC Day. Please direct any members of the public to stream the audio file from
rslanzacspirit.com.au. It will be available on the website by Monday 20th April. Also on the day
commencing at 5.30am the ABC will broadcast the service from the War Memorial Canberra.
The current pandemic virus has necessitated social distancing regulations and this has resulted in the
following events and commemoration services being cancelled or postponed. Organisers made their
decisions based on the spread of the virus and the age group of most of those attending would put many in
danger.
Sapper Association of Queensland AGM, 19th April 2020.

CANCELLED.

2020 ANZAC Day Dawn Services

CANCELLED.

2020 ANZAC Day Parades.

CANCELLED.

2020 ANZAC Day Sapper Reunions ( post Parades).

CANCELLED.

HOLDFAST 2020 Reunion over the May Day Weekend in Townsville.

CANCELLED.

Again, I stress that those who have questions that need answers please contact your committee to allay
concerns.

OUT AND ABOUT WITH THE NORTH QUEENSLAND BRANCH
Happenings from the Deep North 1/2020
By John Cotter Esq
THE NEW SHELTER IS NAMED…
On Sunday 3 November 2019 the new shelter was opened at the Thuringowa RSL, the home of the North
Queensland Sappers. The shelter was named Sapper’s Inn and dedicated to the memory of Ken “Dasher”

Wheatley, the first President of the North Queensland Branch. The sign was unveiled by Vice President
Cliff Kemp and Ken’s widow Stephanie (shown above right) and a good crowd of members attended,
including some that have not been seen at the monthly meetings/gatherings for quite some time. Also
present was Carla Malouf, General Manager and Gary Player, Vice President of the Townsville RSL who
now run the Thuringowa Club. Cameron Fill from Patio World who supplied and built the structure at a
very good mate’s rate and Steve Ryznar who donated and laid the reinforced concrete slab were also present
and were presented with a plaque in appreciation of their practical and financial support. . Leon Rickard
from Grunge’s Electrical who are to connect power and install fans could not make it so a certificate of
appreciation was presented to him at a later date. President Tony Kealley was unavoidably absent due to
urgent family requirements in Western Australia. The Sapper’s Inn is used for monthly meetings and no
doubt will be put to good use on ANZAC Day. A stainless steel cut-out of the Corps and Association
badges is attached to the reverse side of the Sapper’s Inn sign. They were presented by 3 Brigade for work
done as part of their open day.
☺
BUT THE NEW TRAILER HASN”T BEEN
Acquired from a defunct local community group, the trailer is fully set up and equipped to handle sausage
sizzles, barbeques and even the odd breakfast in the mountains for cycle fanatics. The trailer can be seen
inside the pergolas and wears our livery and sponsor details. Like the trailer, the pergolas are used for fundraising as well as social
and other activities where shade may be required;
definitely better than using a box trailer. ☺
AROUND THE TRAPS
· LCpl Felicia Matthews from 3CER won the
trophy for the overall 3BDE female athletics
champion for 2019 at the Townsville Sports
Reserve on 14 November 2019. Well done Felicia.
· The RAE Excellence in Engineering Awards
were promulgated last November with the
Lieutenant General FJ Hickling AO, CSC Award

for Most Outstanding Engineer being awarded to Corporal M Sullivan of 3 CER. Warrant Officer Class Two
RC 'Mick' Mace MM, BEM Award for Most Outstanding Non-Commissioned Officer ARA being awarded to
Corporal M Sullivan also of 3 CER. Very well done to those solders.
· Last year the then RSM 3CER announced that their mascot SPR Woolleston BooroomaVI had been
promoted to Lance Corporal. Good to see that he has so far resisted the temptations that beset most of his
predecessors and caused the loss of stripes.
· Welcome to our replacement Assistant Secretary Claire Berry from 3CER who has replaced Joseph
Sorrensen. The support of the CO, RSM and members of the Third Combat Engineer Regiment for our
various activities is always greatly appreciated by the members.
· Last year the NQ Sappers made a donation towards the refurbishment of the Kapooka Tragedy Memorial
and in May this year Tony Kealley and Pat Daley hope to be at the memorial service along with the CO and
RSM of 3CER.
· Gary McClintock’s No.1Submarine Watching Station has been given a workout recently by the odd
piscatorial pursuer. However reports that conditions are so hot that the fish are being landed cooked and
ready for the plate may be a little off the mark; wouldn’t they need to be scaled?
· Gary also travelled to the Australian War Memorial on 18th February along with John Benningfield to
attend the National Commemoration Service to officially acknowledge the sacrifice of those who fought
during Operation Hamersley in Vietnam in 1970. Operation Hamersley was carried out in the Long Hai Hills
area of Phuoc Tuy Province when a mine incident resulted in nine Australian killed and twenty-four wounded
in action. Included in these casualties, were seven Tunnel Rats of 1 Field Squadron, with Sapper Rodney
Hubble paying the ultimate sacrifice. Later on this same day the Australian War Memorial Last Post
Ceremony remembered Sapper Allan Patterson who was killed in action alongside his fellow 1 Field Squadron
Sappers; Staff Sergeant Colin McLachlan, Lance Corporal John Garrett and Sapper David Steen. Their
Engineer Section was acting in their secondary role of Infantry while conducting an overnight standing patrol
forward of Fire Support Base Anderson during Operation Coburg near Bien Hoa, South Vietnam during the
Tet Offensive on the 17th/18th February 1968. The Last Post Ceremony was sponsored by the Vietnam
Tunnel Rats Association and also used this opportunity to remember all 36 Tunnel Rats of 1 Field Squadron
Group KIA in South Vietnam.
Our mascot Bolt received his K9 operational Service Medal for Afghanistan at 3CER last
December. He is still an extremely diligent stick/ball retriever/returner and it remains a moot
question on who knocks up first; him or the kids?
☺
HOLDFAST 2020 REUNION
Due to the pandemic the reunion is disappointingly cancelled.
MUSINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello again from Townsville,
The rain continues to fall in Townsville as I fill you in on what the President of NQ Sappers has been
up to. With such a competent committee, beavering away at their portfolios, much of my time was spent
representing the Association – beers may or may not have been consumed in the discharge of these duties…
The North Queensland Sappers continue to be included in 3CER activities, including my attendance
last year at the Regiment’s Soldiers’ lunch, where the 3CER Junior Officer of the year and Top Sapper for
2019 were awarded. Lt Dylan Taylor from Workshops, and Spr Joshua Blunt 18CESqn were the respective
winners. Congratulations to both!! (These awards are sponsored by the NQ Sappers. Ed.)
I was also privileged to represent the Branch at the RSM’s handover, where we saw WO1 Justin Jones
replace WO1 Damien Wolfe. We wish Damien, Cassie and family all the best for their new posting in
Canberra, and look forward to the continued close relationship between the Branch and his replacement.
Still in 2019, the Association’s Christmas function was held at the Townsville RSL. A great night was
had by all and many thanks to Don Cameron for his hard work in making it happen. Don has served on the
Nth Qld Sappers’ Committee as Secretary and then as our Social Member for 20 years, and is not renomnating at the upcoming AGM. Don has done a spectacular job in this role and will be sorely missed;
thank you for your service to the Association and its members Don, you are a legend!!
In January of this year, the Vice President and I did our annual talk to the Regiment, welcoming the
new Sappers to North Queensland and letting them know about their Association, and what we do.

As you are probably aware, members of 3CER along with 100 Sappers and support staff from PNG spent 6
weeks in Victoria helping with the bush fires. The vice president and I were in attendance as the Unit
welcomed home their own, and farewelled their PNG “Brothers in Arms”. So honoured to hear of all the
amazing work done down south – well done all!!
And finally, a contingent of supporters headed south recently to cheer on the Branch’s exsecretary, Jade Pregelj, and her Gold Coast Suns, as they did battle against the Geelong
Cats in their AFLW fixture in Mackay. Not the result we had hoped for, with the Suns
going down by 20 points, but definitely a spirited contest and some hoarse supporters.
We wish Jade all the very best as she continues her AFLW journey with the Suns!
☺
ANZAC DAY & COMING EVENTS
Editor’s Note: The ANZAC Day Events April Events would by now be cancelled. Please contact your local committee if
you have questions that need answers.)

NORTH QUEENSLAND (TOWNSVILLE) BRANCH.
Please note that fees are now $25.00 for country members and $35.00 for city members.
For those of you who are into electronic banking and would prefer to pay by that means our details are:
Bank: CUA
BSB: 814-282
Account Number: 50444302
Account Name: Sapper Association Queensland Inc. – North Queensland Branch
Please use your surname and initial to identify payment.

FEES DUE BY THE FIRST OF APRIL. IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID PLEASE DO SO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

11 ENGINEER REGIMENT
104 CONSTRUCTION SQUADRON - OPERATION
BUSHFIRE ASSIST 2020
104 Construction Squadron personnel deployed to
Glen Innes during the month of February as part of OP
Bushfire Assist 2020. One of the allocated tasks was
upgrading the temporary road across the Mann River at Wytaliba
due to the bridge burning down, but due to significant rainfall the
Troop was retasked to remediate the Narrow Pass Fire Trail, from
Tablelands Road to Tommys Rock Lookout.
One of the tasks included the upgrade of a destroyed culvert. CPL
Burns and his section along with plant operators CPL Shaw and LCPL
Clark refurbished the culvert by clearing pipes, rediverting the water
flow, and upgrading the road to reopen this section.
CPL Watson and his section was tasked with chain sawing and
removing fallen trees along the trail along with the help of LCPL
Heald who was operating the Dozer. These sections of trail also
required repair due to wash outs and ruts make them trafficable.
Often these trails were steep with little room to maneuver and
required the steady hand of skilled operators to complete
successfully.

Above...Culvert – before
Below ...Culvert – after

Clinton Rowe
WO2
Operations
11th Engineer Regt
11 Brigade
LCPL Heald refurbing a couple of sections of the trail

UNCLASSIFIED FROM HEAD OF CORPS, RAE
Fellow Sappers,
The Corps RSM and I recently attended a National Commemoration Service on the 18th February to
officially acknowledge the sacrifice of those Australians who fought during Operation Hammersley, in
South Vietnam back in 1970.
That evening we received a kind invitation to attend the Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association Dinner at the
Hellenic Club in Canberra. What a night! It was a wonderful evening of remembrance and celebration
with over 170 people attending, including 20 serving ADF personnel. For those soldiers, NCOs, warrant
officers and officers who were able to make it, it was very much appreciated by all the veterans and their
families in attendance.
I had the remarkable privilege of speaking at the dinner. I would like to share with you some extracts from
that speech:
‘On evenings like this most of us will remember the tragedy of losing comrades…and we do
remember them…magnificent Sappers with broad smiles who led with purpose. But tonight is also
about celebrating the Tunnel Rats - an absolutely essential part of RAE history.
Your efforts in South Vietnam were nothing but extraordinary. But we should not have been
surprised.
I remember growing up as a young Sapper officer and learning about the legendary Tunnel Rats of
South Vietnam. You were instrumental in finding and searching tunnels miles long and pioneering
the employment of two man teams to carry out the search and demolition of hundreds of enemy
underground bunker systems. You always led from the front – you had to. There was no other
choice. The infantry and armour could not operate without you.
You developed new search techniques to save lives in the fight against mines and booby traps,
which caused over 50 percent of Australian casualties at the peak of the war. And of course you
paid an awful price, with 36 of your mates killed in action and just under 200 wounded from the
same 650 men who operated in this role over the six years of the war, a casualty rate of around 33
percent.
The Tunnel Rats provided a flexible and adaptable force, quickly and without fuss – IT WAS
WORLD-CLASS.
Your wide range of skills shown in the face of danger give truth to our Corps mottos of
‘EVERYWHERE’ and ‘WE MAKE AND WE BREAK’. It was your collective dedication and
obvious professionalism that so easily impressed and I can tell you, it has left such a strong legacy
for those who have served after you.
The Tunnel Rats adapted, innovated and overcame, in order to get to the objective and accomplish
the mission, whatever it was…And to me that is what being a combat engineer…a Sapper…is all
about: a state of mind that figures out how to get the job done – no matter what – and has the
willpower, perseverance and strength to see the mission through to completion…all the while taking
great care of our People.’
In closing, Jim regularly sends the RSM and I a copy of each edition of Holdfast – it has pride of
place in my office for all to read who come and go. For those of you who know, on the back page, it
always ends with a salute to modern-day Sappers. Well, to Jim and all Tunnel Rats everywhere –
Admiration, Awe and Respect (Heaps of It).
The Corps honours all Tunnel Rats who closed with the enemy and never let us down. Even today,
many years later, they continue to support the Sapper. Next time you meet a Tunnel Rat, or indeed
any Engineer veteran from the war in South Vietnam, please shake their hand and thank them for
their incredible courage, determination and Sapper spirit.
All the Best,
John
JOHN CAREY, CSC
Brigadier
Chief of Staff | Headquarters Joint Operations Command
Head of Corps, Royal Australian Engineers

3RD COMBAT ENGINEER REGIMENNT
LTCOL Paul Pembroke
Comanding Officer
Operation Bushfire Assist 2020
CPL Sam Brown, 16 CE SQN
This January, 3 CER blew straight through the Emergency Task Group recall register and recalled 16 CE
SQN to Townsville within 24 hours as a part of the whole-of-government response to the bushfire crisis.
16 SQN and attached support elements, spent a week in preparation before linking up with 100 members
of the Papua New Guinean Defence Force (PNGDF) to form Task Group (TG) DINGO. TG DINGO was
one of many Army units, including the biggest reserve call up in Australian history, deployed on Operation Bushfire Assist at the request of state governments to assist with clean-up and recovery efforts after
an early and devastating fire season.
After a few days of staging in Puckapunyal, the multinational combined TG DINGO moved into their new
base of operations in Omeo, Victoria. From this location they integrated with local emergency services
and started receiving work from the Incident Control Centre. Jobs varied from simple route reconnaissance to identifying and felling hazard trees, in order to improve the safety of local roads. TG DINGO also took the opportunity to link
up with the Fijian Army volunteers supporting the international effort, and constructed
two 5-bay single-storey medium girder bridge builds, replacing burned access bridges
at the Buchan Caves.
TG DINGO put their down
time to good use, hosting
events and taking the time to
integrate with the local community. This included a
friendly Australia Day cricket
match and an Open Day held
at the Omeo Caravan Park,
which proved a hit for locals
of all ages.

Engineers conduct tree assessments and plan felling operations in heavily
fire-affected area

After six weeks in Victoria,
TG DINGO returned home,
and are already looking forward to combined training exercises later in the year, where
the bond between the 3rd Brigade and PNGDF will continue to grow. 16 CE SQN, and 3
CER have a long year ahead as
it steps through the certification process to rotate online
for 2020-21.

Australian, PNG and Fijian soldiers on one of the MGBs constructed at
Buchan.

Extract from Memorial Bridge Report
Amiens, France
By Lt Col George Hulse (Retd)
General
·

A series of meetings with the authorities connected to the Australian Army Engineer
Memorial Bridge in Amiens France were conducted in February 2020. The purpose of this report
is to keep the 1 FD SQN GP RAE Association and our supporting stakeholders informed of the
progress of this project.

·

The report covers meetings with the Amiens City Council, the Amiens Engineers, the Amiens
Landscape and Streetscape managers, Amiens ceremonial managers and staff, potential contracts
with local service providers, discussions with the Amiens Public Affairs team and a consultation
visit to the Sir John Monash Centre at Villers-Bretonneux.

Conclusion
·

·

There is a clear enthusiasm by all the Amiens entities involved with this Australian
monument. This has been some five years in the making and is still subject to final bridge design
and specification acceptance by the French authorities. The bridge will be a unique monument in
that it will double as a memorial to every Australian Army Engineer unit that served in WWI and
also as a crossing point across the Somme Canal for pedestrians, cyclists and wheelchair bound
people to use as an access between the CBD and the Botanical Gardens.
This monument will have a clear and permanent symbol that it belongs to Australia.
We intend to include a white centreline across the bridge consisting of white kangaroos. This
Monument will be in place for innumerable generations to come.

·

There is a need now to promote this activity as broadly as possible. In addition, we are aware
that all the veterans who have indicated that they will attend this event are planning more
extensive travel around the Amiens region and France in general. We must ensure that the SJMC
is included in the promotional material as an essential focal point for the history of Australia’s
contribution to WWI on the Western Front.

·

There are twenty-four weeks to dedication time. This time will diminish rapidly and we must
ensure that the event receives as much promotion as can be applied.

Follow The Sapper
George Hulse
President 1 FD SQN GP RAE Association
24 February 2020

BOOKS OF INTEREST

“A TWIST IN THE POGO’S TALE” written by Derek Smith.. Price $25.00 He will post to anyone
wishing to buy one. Cost including postage and packaging is $31.20. email contact is
dvsmith@ozemail.com.au—mobile phone number is 0438 221 114. ISBN 9780994 559104.
WELFARE & PENSIONS
THE SAPPER ASSOC., QLD
Any members seeking advice regarding DVA,
Pensions or Welfare
Can contact;
Peter (Fat Cat) Cairnes, Mobile:0427-558 685
Or
Harry Claassen, Phone: (07) 3273 6701

AATTVA ( Qld BR ) Inc
Pensions Officer/ Advocate
Mr John McDonagh
Mobile 0423 138 346,
email aattvqldbr@westnet.com.au
John is a vastly experienced Pensions Officer who has had
many years with DVA and Brisbane Legacy. “DVA have
discontinued funding for this service. However, he is willing
to continue this service by Working from his home. Association members who wish to contact John should Call him via
the mobile phone above.

SAPPERS’LUNCHES, GAYTHORNE RSL
Our recent luncheon at Gaythorne on the 4th March had about 30 turn up for our usual conflab over a
cold beer, a feed and a cup of coffee or tea. Several wives and partners also enjoyed the outing .
The CO, Lt Col Henry Simson and RSM, WO1 Robert Clarke from 2 CER, called in for a quick hello
and to meet our group.
The next Luncheon will be around the 4th June 2020.
You can contact John (Jethro) Thompson for details on Mobile: 0488 680 360.

ITEMS FOR SALE, BRISBANE
The following items are for sale to members:
Lapel badges
$8.00
Association Plaques
$40.00
Embroidered cloth badges
$6.00
Stubbie holders (tubes) $ 2.50
Stubbie holders (with Bases) $3.50
Contact the committee if you wish to make a purchase..

Website & Email addresses of interest.
WANT TO RESEARCH A DIGGER RELATIVE?
For all the clues try:http://www.dva.gov.au/help/digger.htm
RAE CORPS SHOP
corpsshop@gmail.com
RAE ASSOCIATION – WA:
www.wasappers.com.au
COCKSCOMB –
http://veteranretreat.tripod.com
VETERAN HELP – Central Qld
http://talk.to/veteransupport
WATER TRANSPORT ASSOC
www.32smallshipsqn.org.au
MUSEUM OF MILITARY ENGINEERING www.aamme.com.au
THE SAPPERFACEBOOK PAGE IS
RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC.

Queensland Sapper Association
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au

Please advise the Association Secretary either by email, phone or snail mail when you move to a new
address or change your email.
Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of this association.

