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Welcome to the June 2022 issue,  

 
President's Report 
 
Hello fellow Sappers, 
 
The RAE Assn of Tas continues to expand and strengthen contacts with the network 
of RAE units and Associations in Australia. Discussions with HOC RAE and Colonel 
Commandant Southern Region, Col Bruce Murray AM, has revealed that we are not 
alone with memorabilia storage issues, as other associations and currently active 
units are having similar problems. We have been asked for a detailed inventory of 
the collection in our custody. An inventory with photos will soon be compiled and 
forwarded to HOC RAE, to help add emphasis to the national situation. In the 
interim, the committee would appreciate any suggestions from members of storage 
options, as it is embarrassing to have these items cluttering private homes and 
sheds (including my own) for so long. There is some light on the horizon regarding 
this. 
 
Anzac Day saw us participate in the Hobart Parade and after have a reunion lunch at 
the Customs House Hotel where we also caught up with our RAEME mates.  
 
Welcome to former Sapper Michael Goldsmith who told us the story of the building of 
the Afghanistan Combat Engineers Memorial in King's Park, Launceston. The RAE 
Assn of Tas had a wreath laid at this memorial on Anzac Day by Tunnel Rat Kerry 
McCormick of Launceston, and also present was veteran Justin Crack. Thanks 
Goldy, Kerry and Justin. In line with our state-wide theme we will have another 
wreath laid there next year. 
 
On 26th April 2022 I received a phone call from Mrs Kate Atkinson, a very gracious 
lady, the mother of Cpl Richard Atkinson, KIA in Afghanistan, to whom the King's 
Park memorial is dedicated. Now living interstate, they were visiting Tasmania, 
visited the memorial and were very touched to see the wreath. 
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Combat Engineer Memorial, Kings Park Launceston.  Pics courtesy of Kate Atkinson 
 
 
 
Our Hon Secretary Andrew Montgomery was Guest Speaker at the inaugural Dawn 
Service at Arthurs Lake which was well attended. He also sourced for them a piper 
for the ceremony. Ubique. 
 
 

 
Anzac Day ’22 Dawn Service, Arthurs Lake Roadhouse, Pics courtesy of Kathy Van Dulleman 
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Congratulations to WO2 Cameron Elliott upon being awarded OAM in recognition, in 
particular of his continuous development of EDD and handler training, and his 
services as Sergeant Major and RAE Warrant Officer trainer. Thankyou too Cameron 
for your assistance to our association and the broader RAE family. 
 
 
Our Corps Traditions continue to be observed with recently the Waterloo Luncheon 
being held at the Claremont RSL clubrooms with about 23 diners including 3 retired 
RASIGS officers present. There was an extensive apologies list. Congratulations to 
Maj Bill Morley (Retd) and his wife Kerri and Alan Pullen for the planning and the 
conduct of the luncheon. 
 

 
 
 
Maj Colin Bowden (Retd) was an excellent Dining President and read the Annual 
Head of Corps Waterloo Address to the Corps of RAE. Of interest was the HOC's 
request that as many as possible both serving and discharged members of the corps 
join their local associations, as the roles of the associations will continue to increase 
in importance as more ex-service sappers seek support, and the comradeship they 
once enjoyed as members of the RAE. 
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Waterloo Luncheon ’22, Carol Crosby, Dianne Reynolds, Anne Montgomery, Teresa Quine 

 
 
 
RAE Assn Tasmania Inc. Membership Application Forms will soon be available for 
downloading from the ‘Tassappers’ website. Currently outstanding Subs may be paid 
by EFT as shown below, or to the Hon Treasurer at the Corps Birthday Party. Please  
follow, contribute and participate on the FaceBook page Royal Australian Engineer's 
Association Tasmania. 
 
The 120th anniversary of the RAE Corps Birthday will be celebrated on Friday the 
1st of July 2022 at Lindisfarne RSL clubrooms,1 Ford Parade Lindisfarne, at 7pm. If 
possible, please attend earlier to participate in the 6pm Remembrance and Ode, 
followed by socialising and meat tray spins before entering the dining room at 7pm. 
Order from the menu. Dress is neat casual or better, and medals may be worn. 
RSVP by Thursday 30th June to Monty or Micho. 
 
Follow the Sapper! 
Bogdan "Micho" Michalkowski 
President 
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Payment of Subs 
Still set at $20.00 annually, 
To Mystate Bank, BSB: 807-009, Account No: 51419745 (Cuscal Limited) 
 
Please include your name as reference with the payment, so as to avoid upsetting 
our treasurer. 
 
RAE Assn Committee Meeting Dates 2022 
The committee proposes to meet for the remainder of this year on the following 
dates, 
 
21 Jul ‘22 
15 Sept ‘22 
 
If members have any matters for the attention of the committee, please forward to 
the Secretary not less than seven days prior to any committee meeting. 
 
TASSAPPERS Website 
John Clark and Ken Cusick are still working together on updating the website with 
new contact details, and additional information coming. 
 
Other Significant Dates for 2022 
Please note the following dates, 
 
1 Jul ’22, RAE Corps Birthday (120th anniversary), at Lindisfarne RSL (Motor Yacht 
Club of Tasmania) 
5 Nov ’22, RAE Assn AGM and Annual Dinner at Claremont RSL 
 
From the Secretary 
Several years ago, my wife and I stopped at the Marree Hotel in the Flinders Ranges 
SA, seeking a bed for the night. 
 
Anne spoke with the publican, and after a few minutes, established that he also 
originated from Hobart. I then joined the conversation and found that he had grown 
up in Flagstaff Gully Lindisfarne. 
 
I then asked if he knew our friend Dennis Turner who had also lived in Flagstaff 
Gully, and a former SSM of 12 Fd Sqn; and with that the publican launched into a 
verbal broadside telling us what a despicable disgusting person Dennis was and that 
we would do well to avoid his company. Anne and I both tried to defend our learned 
friend Dennis Turner, and explained that we knew him as members of 12 Fd Sqn, 
and his popular name was ‘Sapper’, but to no avail. The verbal spray continued. 
 
After this five minute blast, and in exasperation I finally asked…, how do you know 
Dennis Turner? 
 
His reply, Oh, he’s my brother…...  
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And that was our introduction to Phillip Turner, another Sapper and also a former 
member of 12 Fd Sqn! 
 
 
Andrew Montgomery 
0418 125760 
 
Secretary 
RAE Assn of Tas Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



-7- 

Warrant Officer II Dennis “Sapper” Turner 

Military Service Biography 
 

Having missed the ballot for call up, I joined the CMF in 1967 and enlisted at 12 Fd 
Sqn RAE at Dowsings Point. I was initially disappointed I was not called up as some 
of my mates were, so I elected the CMF and signed up for the obligatory 5 years. 

In fact, there were three that enlisted that night. First in line at the Q store was Colin 
Bowden, second was me and behind me was Les Holmes a good mate with whom I 
worked, and we elected to both join the Engineers. This move was encouraged by our 
boss Gordon Dowell who played for Glenorchy with John Burton who was a Sgt with 
12 Fd. (My military number is then next one up from Colin’s and we returned to the 
Sqn many years later, me as SSM and Col as OC). 

My first camp was the Cracroft Bridge Construction in 1968 and was deemed to be 
our recruit camp. Cpl Glenn Stearnes was our Section Commander. The camp was 
hard physically but we survived. 

Later that year, I got the urge to go jackerooing through the outback. Due to my CMF 
obligation I transferred to 50 RTR, which was a unit set up in Tassie for the sole 
purpose for those who had the obligation but due to work commitments or remote 
locality, were unable to attend the weekly training weekends or the annual camp. 

The unit was known as 50 RTR Special Conditions CMF Remote Locality. Members 
were detached to 22 Royal Victoria Regiment which was a unit of National Service 
classification set up again for those who were deferred because of the civilian farming 
and related activities which deemed as important to ensure supply to the Vietnam war 
effort. 

So, the 33-day annual training obligation was held at Puckapunyal in Sept/Oct 1968. 

The Battalion was formed in 1967 and had a strength of nearly 400. So, with little 
military experience outside of hands-on skills picked up at 12 Fd Sqn, with issue 
sausage kit bag packed, and thinking I was doing the camp in Brighton Tas, I was 
whisked off to Pucka, collected at Tullamarine with a few others and went straight to 
Site 6 which was a tented accommodation on duck boards, 6 to a tent.  

Next day I was volunteered as a student on the subject A, B, and C course for CPL 
run by 2RTB Recruit Training Battalion, a condensed 6 week course of pure hell at 
first but mellowed as I was awarded a trophy of equal most improved on the course 
with another bloke who became my best mate and we still communicate on a regular 
basis. 

This induction camp was the foundation laid for career in the Army CMF later known 
as the Army Reserve. During this camp, day one of the NCO course is where my nick 
name “Sapper” became tag for the rest of my life so far. 
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Currently my corps was still RAE. All others on the course were Privates having 
completed the recruit training in 1967. So, at roll call that morning we were referred to 
as “Privates” and answered accordingly, including me. 

Our first duty was to line up at the Q Store and collect our weapons and CES for the 
course plus other stuff. We gathered at the compound gate having a smoke, waiting 
for an instructor to turn up. Soon there was “Smokes out and line up!” I was a bit slow 
on the smokes out and this “Cpl” strode up to me and “Did you hear what I said?” “Yes 
Cpl” I replied. Well, this bloke’s heart rate shot up and he went red in the face and 
bellowed out “it’s not Cpl it’s Bombardier!!!!!!!!!” 

The only Bombardier I knew had tracks on it and was used in snow or muddy 
conditions. 

Well, next morning at Roll call names were called out by the Bombardier and Private 
Turner was called. I remained at ease. Pte Turner again was called, no movement 
from me. The Bombardier came bursting through to the rear rank. Our noses nearly 
touching, he bellowed again Pte Turner. I stood to attention and bellowed back, “When 
you call me by my correct rank BOMBARDIER, I will respond. “What is that then Pte 
Turner?” ‘I took a deep breath and resounded SAPPER “. 

I was not going to have some prick in a white lanyard push me around. This person 
was removed from the instructor team about 2 weeks later because off attitude issues 
towards diggers and from that moment on the course was hard but enjoyable as I 
matured that day to become the soldier I was to be. 

In 1969 at Puckapunyal 5 of us who excelled on the Cpls course were given temporary 
rank of Sgt. The unit was keen to become self-supporting with internal NCO’s and 
officers. Of the 33 students on the Cpls course only 18 qualified. 

Our senior staff were ARA. Our CO was a CMF Colonel, RSM was ARA and tough. 

The RSM gave us a 1-day induction to being a Sgt. I was awarded the Assault Pioneer 
Platoon and carried that till I transferred back to Tassie.  

Also, this year 14 of us were selected to special training under the wing of our Cadre 
Training WO and VC recipient Keith Payne to become members of the Australian Army 
Training Team Vietnam. 6 weeks before we were due to go to Vn the deployment was 
cancelled. We were not happy. However, we soon got over it. 

I spent time on loan as an RTI to 2RTB to train conscripts who were called up. This 
gave me a wealth of experience. 

Back Tassie and having changed corps to RAINF conscription finished in 1972 and 
the remote locality units were disbanded. 22 RVR laid up its colours in the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne. 

I was posted to 12 RTR as a Mortar platoon Sgt in 1972 parading in Longford. After 
18 months I transferred to 6 Training Gp and paraded at Brighton for the next 4 years. 
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Also, in 1973 whilst at 12 RTR I attended T Comd Trg Unit or TCTU as it was then 
known (before it was 6 Trg Gp) and substantiated ABC for Sgt. I was the only CMF 
member on the course the other students were ARA. 

In 1975 I attended Subjects ABC for Warrant Officer and qualified Top Student. I 
stayed on at Training Group until 1978. ORPAC was a committee consisting of RSM 
DSU, 6 Trg Gp RSM, officers from ARA and ARES. Their charter was to place SNCO’s 
into Field Force Units and take in from Field Force those who would benefit from their 
time at 6 Trg Gp. 

I was posted to 12 Fd SQN RAE as SSM, still Infantry corps. A rewarding post I held 
until 1983.  

My Dad was a foundation member of the Lindisfarne RSL in 1946, and in 1982 as a 
member of that RSL I was the first non-returned person, ARES serving in uniform, to 
be elected president of an RSL in Australia. 

1983 Back to NCO Trg Wing at 6 Trg Gp. for 2 years. 1985 I was posted to 146 Sig 
Sqn still Inf Corps by the then Commander 6MD, Col Reg Beasley, to “Instil some 
discipline into the unit”. 

This 12-month post ended so back to 6Trg Gp at my request. At my return I received 
a call from the RSM 6MD/DSU WOI Colin Lee that the Commander Col Reg Beasley 
wanted to see me. I attended with the RSM and Col Beasley offered me a PSO. At 
that time, I was the most senior ARes WOII in the state. He said I had 2 minutes to 
respond. So, as I was in civvies I stood at attention and said” thankyou Sir for your 
offer, but I would rather remain King of the shits than shit of the Kings”. 

He thrust his hand forward and said “I am pleased you said that Sapper, I am proud 
to shake the hand of a soldier.” 

Col Beasley and I had a first name basis relationship too. He called me Sapper and I 
called him Sir. 

In 1989 I was moved to the unallotted list and at age now of 74 I think I am still on that 
list. 

Sapper Turner 

 
Editors Note: 

1.  Was this a first, an RAINF WO2 as SSM? 
 

2.  I recall my first AFX with 12 Fd Sqn at SME in 1979. First morning on parade 
and the new SSM, WO2 Turner, conducted the unit parade wearing one boot 
with the other foot bandaged and in a thong, apparently as the result of a 
bare-footed BBQ injury a week earlier. Next morning, all Sappers were on 
parade and wearing one boot and one thong. 

 
Gracious in defeat, and no matter how uncomfortable it must have been for 
him, the new SSM wore both boots for the duration of that AFX. 

 
    


