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Despatches 
from the President’s Bunker: 

President’s Column 
 

 

Greetings Fellow Victorian 

Sappers,  
 

This Waterloo Edition of Sapper Summit 
2022 celebrates 120 years of the Corps of 
Australian Engineers. 
 
Initially, in the Colony of Victoria, the first 
Corps of Volunteer Engineers was 
established on 7th November 1860 after a 
meeting at the Duke of Rothesay Hotel in 
Melbourne. 
 
Just after Federation (1901), former 
colonial engineer corps from around the 
country were merged to form the Corps of 
Australian Engineers on 1 July 1902. The 

“Royal” prefix was granted to the small 
permanent (regular) component by King 
Edward VII on 19th March 1907. The militia 
sappers remained the “Australian 
Engineers” until 31st January 1936 when 
they also were granted the royal prefix. 
 
Of interest to many sappers, Edward was a 
much-loved King who enjoyed sport, 
gambling and socialising. He was the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, the British Dominions, and was 
also the Emperor of India. He was crowned 
on 22 January 1901 and reigned until his 
death in 1910. 
 
King Edward had all the social graces and 
many sporting interests including yachting 
and horse-racing. His horse Minoru won 
the Epsom English Derby in 1909. It has 
been the premier international horse race 
since 1780. 
 
Contrasting somewhat with this privileged 
existence, Sappers come from all strata of 
society. We represent a broad cross-
section of the community and can walk 
and talk with all. We are also not afraid to 
stand our ground when required. 
 
Against a background of continuing COVID 
support operations, extensive weather 
events throughout Australia, and escalated 
conflict in Europe, the Association 
continues to flourish and grow. Now 
numbering 378 members, we continue to 
provide ceremonial, social and heritage 
support for all Victorian Sappers. 
 

Please enjoy this edition of Sapper 
Summit. 
 

Good Sappering & UBIQUE, 

D.C. (Don) Hughes 
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activity to further the renewed focus. 
In April, thanks to the reduction in COVID-19 
restrictions, the Regiment held a small ANZAC 
day Remembrance Service for members, 
family and the Association members at 
Oakleigh Barracks. They then quickly departed 
to the city to form up as part of the 4th Brigade 
Formation to march to the Shrine of 
Remembrance past the eternal flame. 
During this period the Unit conducted a 
Construction block completing a significant 
amount of horizontal works at the Worawa 
Aboriginal College as well as completing 
vertical and services works around 
Puckapunyal. Concurrently the Regiment 
conducted a Chainsaw basic felling course as 
part of our Emergency Readiness preparation 
inviting other members of the 4th Brigade to 
join us. 
22ER has since conducted a second 
Construction activity and run two Combat 
Engineer focussed weekends: Demolitions and 
an RAE skills activity. 
Concurrently to all of that the Regiment has 
had members deployed on Operation Covid 
Assist 19. In the traditional Sapper way, it was 
Sappers that were the lead for the Task Unit 
providing ADF support to Ambulance Victoria 
in 2022. 
The second half of 2022 will not see it get any 
quieter for the Regiment with a Brigade major 
exercise and continued unit development 
exercises. The Corps Birthday is in July and we 
plan to Exercise the Right of Freedom of Entry 
to the City of Maroondah in November 2022. 
22ER continues to prove not only to the 4th 
Brigade but to the rest of the Australian 
Defence Force that we are a Unit that is 
Committed, Capable and Ready. 
 
LTCOL Scott D’ROZARIO 

FROM THE REGIMENT 

LTCOL Scott D’Rozario 
 
2022 has seen the Regiment hit the ground 
running and as Sappers always do, working 
very hard. We began as always with a 
Regiment preparedness activity completing 
mandatory training and provide opportunities 
for members to do their Weapons shoot and 
Basic Fitness Assessments. As part of this 
readiness activity Aunty Lois Peeler AM of 
Worawa College was able to provide a 
recorded presentation describing the First 
Nations People and their involvement with the 
ADF as well as the relationship between 22ER 
and Worawa Aboriginal College. This 
presentation has since been uploaded to 
Facebook 
The Regiment ran a Live-fire range activity that 
same month to get the Unit focussed back on 
Foundational War Fighting as part of shifting 
the focus, and the following month the 
Regiment conducted an Infantry Minor Tactics 

CO 22 Engineer Regiment 
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Enhancing our Mobility and 
Counter Mobility skills 
By LT Cindy NGUYEN 

 

 

 

22 ER conducted basic chainsaw and tree felling training 
within the Wellsford State Forest timber coupe near 
Bendigo over 04-08 Apr 22, with members from across 
the 4th Brigade in attendance. Through effective 
negotiation with the Dja Dja Wurrung People and the 
Department of Environmental, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) the Unit was able conduct this course 
away from the standard Defence Training areas we are 
used to but instead in an environment that is similar to 
what could be expected during natural disaster 
responses. 
This training expanded the soldier’s skills, which are 
essential to maintaining effective mobility and counter-

mobility skillsets, vital to foundation warfighting, and to 
assist in the provision of defence assistance in natural 
disasters. The course maintained and employed the in-
service chainsaw, where members practiced their trim, 
crosscutting and tree felling skills. 
All trees that were felled during this training were 
marked by DELWP, in support of the process, whereby 
the thinning of the forest enables continued growth of 
healthier trees, maintains the integrity of the soil, and 
enables the balance and appropriate management of 
the land of our Country – in line with the Dja Dja 
Wurrung People wishes and requests.                            
This provided an excellent opportunity for 4 BDE 
members to engage with the traditional owners, the 
community and external agencies. This experience is 
highly beneficial when undertaking tasks outside of 
regularly used training areas and enables 22 ER to 
maintain our ethos of being committed, capable and 
ready. 

From the Squadrons: 10 Combat Engineer Squadron 

Chainsaw Operator and Basic Tree Felling Course—April 2022 
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Further work at Worawa College  
and Puckapunyal 
By LT G FISHER 
 
 
22ER trained in a number of its 
horizontal and vertical construction RAE Tactical Tasks 
during EX CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 1 (CA1) and 2 (CA2) 
this year. Both exercises were planned and conducted 
by 105th Construction Squadron (105 Const Sqn) as one 
of its main efforts for 2022. 

CA1 took place over the period 28 Jan-13 Feb 22 and 
involved support to external stakeholders at Worawa 
College and domestic work to enhance 22 ER facilities at 
Puckapunyal. Tasks for CA1 included the completion of 
the construction of 650 lm of unsealed tracks for 
Worawa College, and at Puckapunyal, the installation of 
13 heaving beams for the School of Artillery (SoA). 
Additional work at the 22ER Engineer compound 
included completion of minor fitout works at the rear 
Lysaght, offices within the new accommodation Lysaght 
and maintenance work within the borrow pit on the 
range at Puckapunyal. 

CA2 took place over the period 06 May-16 May 22 and 
involved the construction of demolition targets and 
their installation at DEMS West. Additional tasks 
completed were the fitout of 3 x new offices and 
electrics to the new Lysaght, the installation of air 
conditioning to the meeting room in the rear Lysaght 
and remediation work within the borrow pit and the 
range at DEMS Spectator Hill in Puckapunyal. 

 
Concurrent to the construction training conducted by 
105 Const Sqn, weapons training was conducted at the 
Puckapunyal WTTS during CA2 to renew qualifications 
and practice skills on the EF88. 

2022 does not stop there for 22ER’s Construction 
capability. In Mid-July we are running a Merlo Course 
and a 23T Plant Trailer course to expand the Units reach 
and ability to function as part of the joint force and 
October sees 22ER hosting a Plant Operators course as 
part of developing the next generation of horizontal 
construction operators. 

From the Squadrons: 105 Construction Squadron   
Construction Works 2022 

GOOGLE IT: 
 

An ancient weapon which has equivalents in many 

cultures is the Halberd. A three in one implement, 

but it won’t fit in your pocket.  
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By LT Emily Mirabella  
 
 
The 22nd Engineer Regiment (22ER) 
conducted a corps skills weekend at 
the Newborough depot from 17 – 
19 June 2022, which served as a 
fantastic opportunity to refresh fundamental corps skills 
and build esprit de corps. It had been some time since 
the unit had run such an activity, and for many sappers 
it was the first corps skills activity that they had 
participated in. 
The full depot was used in every capacity: the kitchen 
and messing facilities fully operational, the wood fire 
burning hot, and soldiers accommodated in the various 
accommodation buildings. The unit is extremely 
fortunate to have Corporal (CPL) ‘Sharky’ Helmuth, 
Sapper (SPR) ‘Kiwi’ Campbell and the Q-store staff 
operating the kitchen and providing support around the 
depot. CPL Helmuth ran a tight ship in the kitchen, 
providing a fantastic meal service all weekend. 

Activities commenced bright and early on Saturday 
morning, with a PT session lead by WO2 Stevens and his 
inspirational music blaring across the dark, foggy depot. 
This lifting session was targeted as a warm up for the 
activities to come. 

The activities were conducted as a bullring at section 
level, with Saturday consisting of an instructional phase, 
and Sunday a competitive phase. The activities involved 
a combination of all corps skills (such as cam and 
concealment, as well as construction of protective 

obstacles) as well as RAE skills (such as construction of a 
Medium Girder Bridge, knots and lashings, and an 
engineer search). 

There was also an opportunity to undertake some 
chainsaw tasks around the depot, which was a valuable 
experience for members who recently qualified on the 
chainsaw. 
For each of the 5 stands, sections rotated through a 2 
hour period of instruction on the Saturday before 
executing a 1 hour assessment for each activity on the 
Sunday. This presented an opportunity for members to 
refresh their skills before participating in the sapper 
competition. 
The sapper competition ran for 5 hours, with each 
section assessed on their fundamental skills, leadership 
and teamwork. At the completion of the sapper 
competition, the ‘best section’ was awarded to CPL 
Merrett, SPR Mullett, SPR Smart, SPR Maranon, SPR Ho, 
SPR Kelly-Woolford, SPR Papastergiadis, SPR Henry, SPR 
Guest and SPR Morley. The ‘best sapper’ was awarded 
to SPR Purcell, who demonstrated consistently high 
performance across all activities 
22ER was also joined by a number of cadets and their 
instructors from the local cadet unit (304 ACU), who 
were invited to observe the sappers undertaking 
engineering activities in a non-tactical environment. The 
cadets were able to participate in some modified 
lessons in cam and concealment, knots, as well as 
search and sandbagging, and seemed to relish in the 
opportunity to observe engineers conducting 
engineering activities. 

From the Squadrons: 

Corps Skills Weekend at Newborough 
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By WO2 Luke van Bakel 
 
 
The 22nd Engineer Regiment 
(22ER) had 49 members partake 
in EX PLATYPUS INITIATES at 
Demolitions Range West, 
Puckapunyal on the 13 May 22. The regiment’s annual 
demolitions range activity was held to maintain 
demolitions currency for the Combat Engineers through 
denial of simulated routes, and Reduction of Counter 
Mobility Obstacles of the range. 
 
Members arrived at Puckapunyal late in the evening on 
Friday 13 May to conduct battle preparations and shake 
out at the 22ER compound. Early on the Saturday, 
personnel conducted a move to Demolitions Range 
West and occupied a Troop harbour locations before 
opening the range. 
 
The Demolitions Range Officer in Charge (OIC), 
Lieutenant Mark Jakubowicz, was waiting ready to issue 
the briefs and warnings to members. Detailing intent of 
the activity was in support of a Manoeuvre element, the 
Combat Engineers were to Deny the simulated enemy 
advance routes, through tasks such as; Bridge 
demolitions and cratering of roads, and Reduction of 

Counter mobility obstacles through employing a range 
of different techniques.  

The weekend culminated in a Light Urban Breaching 
detail on Sunday 15 May breaching an improvised 
timber building constructed by the 105th Construction 
Squadron. 
 
The weekend was deemed a success overall, achieving 
the tactical actions set by the OIC, certifying range 
currency for all rank levels in attendance, and 
maintaining the Regiment’s ability to support the 4th 
Brigade Foundation Warfighting manoeuvre assets. 

22 ENGINEER REGIMENT 

Exercise Platypus Initiates  - Annual Demolitions Range Activity 

HERITAGE TRAIL UPDATE 

The Association's Heritage Trail Project took another step forward in July. 
 
After many delays due to Covid restrictions and storm damage, another of our Her-
itage Trail information plaques has been installed at Lakeside Station on the Puffing 
Billy Tourist Rail line. 
 
This plaque can be found alongside the pedestrian rail crossing near the water tow-
ers, close to the upgraded gardens. 
 
Over the following weeks, three more plaques will be paced at Belgrave (near the 
ticket box), at Menzies Creek (on the platform side of the station building) and at 
Gembrook (on the street end of the station building). 
 
Each plaque bears a QR code linking to a web entry which details the work done in 
the past by RAE units. Keep an eye out for them. 

 
If you can't wait, you can use these codes:  

 

                          Ubique! 
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As has been the tradition for several years, the Association held its annual Christmas lunch where 
the opportunity is taken of thanking the many executive members of the Regiment who have 
supported us throughout the year along with the honorary appointments of the Association. 
 
Following our Committee of Management (CoM) meeting, lunch was held at the Ringwood RSL 
where we welcomed COL John Wertheimer (Patron) and John Raike (Padre). Joining us from the 
Regiment were LTCOL Scott D’Rozario (CO) and WO1 Mark Everingham (RSM). Regrettably COL 
Bruce Murray (Colonel Commandant RAE Southern Region) was an apology for lunch. 
 
It was great that Margaret Handte was able to bring her mum Ursula along to enjoy the lunch 
plus we had the company of Zeus the Wonder Dog. 
 
Due to COVID-19 and the many restrictions imposed we were worried that we would not be able 
to hold the lunch however restrictions were eased just in time to allow us to gather for this im-
portant event. 
 
One very important announcement that was made at the CoM meeting was the awarding of a 
Head of Corps Commendation to Graeme Lambert for his outstanding work and contribution as 
the Editor of Sapper Summit which is, without doubt, the premier Association publication in Aus-
tralia. Congratulations Graeme. 
 

RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC.   
CHRISTMAS LUNCH   

15th DECEMBER 2020 
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This year’s Good Friday Appeal with our group 

“22 Engineer Regiment and Friends” raised an 

amazing total of $21,274.15. 

 

This year was still challenging as we still had to 

follow all Covid rules except that wearing a mask 

was optional. Everyone who turned up to shake 

a tin on the day was registered, given a hi vis 

vest, individual sanitizer, mask & wipes. Our 

numbers were down this year. Covid rules hav-

ing been relaxed meant people could now trav-

el, which might explain the drop. However we 

had a number of new people who came on 

board and saved the day. 

Our group for the last 34 years has collected in 

front of the Children's Hospital between Gate-

house street & Elliot Ave and for the last 2 years 

 we also now have Peel St /Victoria Pde at the 

Vic Market and Royal Pde/Gatehouse St.  

 

Our group started started back in the old 7 FER 

days in 1988, and the first year we pushed a 

wheelbarrow from East Ringwood to the Herald 

& Weekly Times building in Flinders Street with 

Army vehicles supporting us. 

  

When we arrived in Flinders Street the tins were 

handed in and various companies would hand 

out yogurt, drinks and general free stuff to the 

collectors and of course free beer !!!!  

After we finished collecting and all the tins were 

accounted for, we boarded the bus and headed 

down to "Jeff 's Shed" where the bus was parked 

and everyone could go in and have a meal, plus 

ROYAL CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL  

GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL 2022 
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drinks (no beer) snacks etc and just relax whilst 

our tins were being counted.  

 

Then it was back on the bus to Ringwood. Our 

bus, along with our drivers John, Frank & Cathy 

have been very generously donated for the last 

15 years by the great people at Ventura Buses. 

In the last 34 years each Commanding Officer of 

the Regiment has generously supported our 

group so Thank You to them all for their sup-

port.  

For the last 2 years technology has given us the " 

Virtual Children's Hospital Tin" where if you can-

not physically help out on the day you can sup-

port our group by donating into our tin where all 

donations made can be claimed on your tax. 

This is a secure means of assisting our group and 

I thank all of you who have used the tin and left 

personal messages with their donation.  

Next Year will be 35 Years for our group so I will 

be campaigning early for you all to assist on the 

day if you are available, and if not please consid-

er  donating into our virtual tin. 

 The Royal Children's Hospital is one of the lead-

ing Children's Hospitals in the world and that is 

because of your generosity and the people of 

Victoria & beyond supporting the Good Friday 

Appeal each year 

  

Put next years Good Friday in your diary to help 

us or donate to our Tin "22 Engineer Regiment & 

Friends". 

 

Thank you from me & the Kids at the hospital - 

you have made a difference. 

  

Regards 

 

Jock 
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After a couple of very difficult years that 
has seen the Regiment’s training severely 
impacted due to COVID it was decided to 
kick off the training year on the right foot 
by hosting a Family Day and BBQ to allow 
family to join and be thanked for sup-
porting the members of the Regiment. 
The day also saw several promotions and 
awards made. 
 
The activity was conducted at Oakleigh 
Barracks and hosted by the Commanding 
Officer of the 22nd Engineer Regiment – 
LTCOL Scott D’Rozario who was assisted 
by the RSM WO1 Mark Everingham with 
about 100 Sappers in attendance along 
with many families and friends. This was 
also a training weekend for the Regi-
ment. 
 
To entertain the family and many chil-
dren there were several activities includ-
ing weapons stand, mine detector, Fairy 
Floss plus a Jumping Castle and other in-
terests. 
 
Mel Constable opened the Engineer 
Room (previously the Old Sappers 
Rooms) which drew many visitors who 
certainly enjoyed viewing the vast 
amount of memorabilia on display. Much 
interest and curiosity was shown in the 
wonderful array of older uniforms. 
 
Under the direction of MAJ Astrid 
Hagqvist (OC 105 Construction Squadron) 
the Sqn arranged and manned the BBQ 
which was an outstanding success and 
was certainly aided by the excellent 

weather. 
 
The following members of the Regiment 
were acknowledged: 
 
SGT Luke van Bakel promoted to WO2 
 
Kate Moyle promoted to LCPL 
 
Harrison King promoted to LCPL 
 
Daniel Adams promoted to LCPL 
 
Tim Bowden promoted to LCPL 
 
SGT Tim Place awarded the Army Bronze 
Commendation 
 
LT Emily Mirabella received her RAE HOC 
award for most outstanding Jnr Officer 
Ares for 2021 
 
SGT Rob Camilleri received his RAE HOC 
award for Most outstanding JNCO Ares 
for 2021 
 
Jim Davis also received his RAE HOC 
award for his contribution to the Corps in 
2021 
 
LTCOL D’Rozario addressed those in 
attendance and gave a brief update on 
developments and plans for the Regi-
ment. He thanked the Regiment mem-
bers for their contribution and the fami-
lies for providing so much support. 
 
Jim Davis 
 

22nd ENGINEER REGIMENT FAMILY DAY AND BBQ  
06th FEBRUARY 2022 
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Some photos from the Family Day:  
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On 07th April 2022 the RAE Association conducted 
its Annual General Meeting (AGM) which was held 
at the Ringwood RSL – a number of those 
attending the AGM arrived early and started the 
evening with a meal 
 
This is not the first time that the AGM has been 
conducted away from the usual venue at the 
Ringwood East depot with the RSL being the 
obvious choice due to its location. The reason that 
the AGM has been switched to an offsite location 
and held at night was in the hope that we would 
attract a higher attendance number but more 
particularly get some serving members of the 
Regiment to come along – regrettably we only 
succeeded in having one (1) serving member 
attend – thanks Carl Seccull. 
 
Whilst we always wish for more people to attend 
to provide support there was a good turn up of 
members providing valuable backing to the 
Association. There was an estimated 25 members 
in attendance including COL Bruce Murray, AM 
(Retd) (Colonel Commandant RAE Southern 
Region) who travelled from Queenscliff to attend 
the meeting and conducted the voting for the 
committee positions. John Wertheimer (Patron), 
Austin Byrne (life member) and BRIG Bob Slater 
also attended. 
 
Along with the normal business associated with 
any AGM there was the election of office bearers 
for the 2022 – 2023 year which are as follows; 
 
President  Don Hughes (and Zeus) 
Vice President  Vacant 
Secretary  Jim Davis 
Treasurer  Duncan Howarth 
Committee  Mel Constable 
  Eric (Jock) Howatt 
  Margaret Handte 
  Michael Potts 
  Mark Shanks 
  Bruce Murray (as COL COMDT RAE 
    Southern Region) 
. 

At the AGM we saw the retirement of Bill van Ree 
and Mark (Jack) Horner from the committee. 
 
Don Hughes gave special thanks to both retiring 
members and wished them all the best. 
 
Bill van Ree has occupied several positions on the 
committee and has been an outstanding 
contributor to the success of the Association but 
he and his wife Maureen plan to look to more 
extensive travel. Not sure how we will survive 
without Bill’s guidance when we have our next 
BBQ. 
 
“Jack” Horner lives in Tasmania and has been 
restricted due to his location but has made a great 
contribution to the Association through Zoom. 
Jack is very involved with the Australian 
Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans' 
Association (APPVA) of which he is the National 
Secretary and will spend more time developing his 
role with them. 
 
During the night the opportunity was taken to 
present Graeme Lambert with his Head of Corps 
Commendation along with a plaque to 
acknowledge his contribution to the Association. 

We were given the unique opportunity of seeing 
three (3) Editors of Sapper Summit – Austin Byrne 
(Original), Graeme Lambert (retired) and Michael 
Potts (current) all of whom have had such an 
influence of this wonderful publication which 
records the history of the Corps here in Victoria – 
thank you gentlemen. 

RAE Association (Vic) Inc. 
Annual General Meeting 2021 

Graeme Lambert and  Don Hughes with Graeme’s 

two awards—Head of Corps Commendation and 

RAE Association Plaque. 
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The AGM was also addressed by BRIG Bob Slater 
(Retd) who amongst other things provided a bit of 
background on the move from Swan Street to 
Oakleigh and COL John Wertheimer (Retd) who 
provided an update on some plaques being 
installed. 
 
Jim Davis 
Secretary 08th April 2022 

The three Editors:  
Michael Potts, Graeme Lambert, Austin Byrne 
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Bruce Murray (as COL COMDT) made the presen-

tation on behalf of the Head of Corps whilst Don 

presented the plaque on behalf of the Associa-

tion.  

 

With the support of his wonderful partner Chris-

tine, family and friends Graeme continues the 

long journey back to good health but there is still 

a while to go.  

 

Graeme, on behalf of a very grateful Sapper fra-

ternity thank you for your wonderful contribution 

and in particular your preservation of the RAE his-

tory here in Victoria  

 

Jim Davis  

 

Postscript: Graeme was well enough to attend, 

and participate in, the Anzac Day march in Mel-

bourne—what a marvellous effort! - Editor 

 

 The influence that Graeme had on the Associa-

tion during his term on the committee cannot 

be measured, and in these few words I will write 

I will not do him the justice that he deserves.  

 

From the time Graeme joined the committee 

back on 08th April 2014 he made an immediate 

impact on its direction through his positive atti-

tude, knowledge and contribution. He also saw 

an opportunity of raising the profile of the Asso-

ciation through the magazine Sapper Summit 

and assumed the demanding role of Editor.  

 

Graeme built Sapper Summit from a small black 

and white magazine into the wonderful glossy 

magazine that it is today which is without doubt 

the premier publication of the Australian Sapper 

Associations. The magazine is not only a won-

derful tool for spreading the word of what is 

happening but is also a chronicle of the history 

of the Victorian Sappers past and present.  

 

Graeme retired from the committee on 16th Sep-

tember 2020 but agreed to continue as the Edi-

tor – Graeme contributed 6½ years to the RAE 

Association.  

 

In October 2021 Graeme was diagnosed with a 

tumour on the brain which required a very dan-

gerous, complex and difficult operation, involv-

ing some 22 hours on the operating table. 

Thankfully in the main the procedure was a suc-

cess with a vast amount of the tumor removed.  

Due to his health situation Graeme has not been 

able to get out and about as much as he had 

hoped but he attended the Association’s recent 

AGM which gave us the opportunity of pre-

senting him with 2 long overdue awards with 

the first being a plaque from the Association 

acknowledging his 6½ years service on the com-

mittee and the second a RAE Head of Corps 

Commendation for Graeme’s outstanding con-

tribution to the Corps as the Editor Sapper Sum-

mit.  

Thank you Graeme Lambert  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raevictoria.asn.au%2Fresources%2FimagesXFUU14L5.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raevictoria.asn.au%2F&docid=mVPi6P4hQLPEKM&tbnid=InJRK9cwB4ii4M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjxteOHx7nmAhVUXHwKHToFCPsQMwhGKAIwAg.
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Federal electorate of Deakin, has been jus-
tifiably recognised with these awards. 
Accompanied by her mother Olga at the 
ceremony, Margaret said, 
 
“I am both humbled and proud of receiving 
an award in the open category. I had no 
idea that an overall winner was even 
awarded! I am just so proud to be along-
side so many amazing people from our 
community”. 
 
To help celebrate the event, The Australian 
Children’s Choir performed several of their 
wonderful arrangements. 
The Ringwood RSL was represented by its 
President, David Jamison, and Michelle 
Hughes represented the Royal Australian 
Engineers Association of Victoria. 
 
Congratulations and well done Margaret. 

2022 DEAKIN COMMUNITY AWARDS 

Stalwart Victorian Sapper, Margaret 
Handte, was recently honoured with both 
the Open Category and Overall Winner of 
the 2022 Deakin Community Awards. 
The Federal Member for Deakin, The Hon-
ourable Michael Sukkar MP, announced 
the winners recognising the outstanding 
work of the community’s most dedicated, 
hard-working, and respected individuals. 
Over 70 individuals representing a wide 
range of community organisations includ-
ing sporting clubs, churches, schools, ser-
vice organisations and charities received 
awards. The ceremony was hosted by Yar-
ra Valley Grammar on the evening of 7th 
April 2022. 
Margaret was nominated for her tireless 
work in the Veteran and service communi-
ties over many decades. Her dedicated, 
selfless, and inspirational support of the 
Ringwood RSL, serving and retired Sappers 
throughout Victoria, and Cadet units in the 
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Assistance in 2021 and the ongoing Support to 
the COVID pandemic. 
 
Maroondah’s resident military unit is 22nd 
Engineer Regiment (Victoria’s Own Sappers) 
based in Dublin Road, Ringwood East. Its 
members have participated in every military 
conflict or operation conducted since 1975. 
Critically, the unit spearheaded the Australian 
Defence Force response to the Black Summer 
bushfires threatening Victoria in 2020. They 
are currently providing ongoing support to 
COVID operations. 
 
Because of the diversity and complexity of 
military operations post 1975, the Australian 
Army History Unit located in Canberra 
provided advice on the wording of the 
plaques. 
 
These plaques now proudly take their pride of 
place on the Ringwood Memorial Clocktower 
joining the many who preceded  them. 

RSL Veteran Support Services 
 

veteranservices@rslvic.com.au 

Tel: 1300MILVET (1300645838) 

By Sapper Summit 
 
Post 1975 military service has been formally 
recognised with two new plaques on the 
Ringwood Memorial Clocktower. 
These commemorate the diversity of 
Australian military operations conducted in 
the last half century. 
 
A joint project involving Maroondah City 
Council, Ringwood RSL, the Outer Eastern 
Melbourne Vietnam Veterans Association of 
Australia, the Royal Australian Engineers 
Association of Victoria and the Australian 
Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Veterans 
Association of Australia, brings this important 
community memorial up to date. 

 
Maroondah residents have been involved in 
every Australian military conflict. This not only 
includes servicemen and women, but also 
police and other specialists both at home and 
abroad. 
 
Recent examples of domestic operations 
include Bushfire Assistance during the Black 
Summer of 2019/20, Storm Damage 

CLOCKTOWER RECOGNITION 

mailto:veteranservices@rslvic.com.au
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MAJ Astrid Hagqvist is excited to take command of 
105 Construction Squadron. MAJ Hagqvist was first 
posted to the 22nd Construction Regiment in 2010 
initially holding the position of Troop Officer and 
then Troop Commander for the composite Re-
source and Construction Troop. 

In 2012, MAJ Hagqvist deployed on the Army Abo-
riginal Community Assistance Program 19 as 8 
Troop Commander with the 17 Construction 
Squadron. MAJ Hagqvist was highly regarded due 
to her civilian experience in this role. She was able 
to readily adapt to the Defence project delivery 
environment, delivering a Family and Child Care 
Centre and housing. 
 
MAJ Hagqvist was posted as Project Engineer to 
the 203 Works Office for 2014-15 where she was 
involved in the delivery of works for the Army Lo-
gistics Training Centre (ALTC) and for the Direc-
torate of Training Area Management (DOTAM) at 
Puckapunyal. 
 
In 2015, MAJ Hagqvist deployed on Puk Puk (EX 
OLGETTA WARRIOR) with the 3rd Combat Engi-
neer Regiment. MAJ Hagqvist led the Works Office 
as the Construction Officer. MAJ Hagqvist was re-
sponsible for the delivery of all infrastructure re-
habilitation works at Taurama Barracks Port Mo-
resby, PNG. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sapper Profile 

8572233 MAJ Astrid Hagqvist, RAE 
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RAE Association-Vic plaques now available.  

Orders can be made via our web site. 

On promotion to Captain, MAJ Hagqvist was re-
turned to 105 Construction Squadron as the 2IC 
from 2016-2017. In this role MAJ HAGQVIST has 
been responsible for the administrative manage-
ment of the squadron, including acting as OIC for 
the construction exercises. 

In 2018 MAJ Hagqvist was posted to 19 Chief Engi-
neer Works (CEW) as a Project Engineer 201 
Works Section. In 2018 MAJ Hagqvist deployed on 
OP ACCORDION / OP OKRA as the Project Engineer 
for the Australian Force Elements in Iraq.  

MAJ Hagqvist’s primary responsibility was to sup-
port the Special Operations Task Group 632 and 
Task Group Taji with all engineering requirements. 
This has been the highlight of her career so far. 

 
MAJ Hagqvist was posted to Melbourne University 
Regiment as the 2IC of the Regional Induction 
Company in 2021, completing a non-corps posting. 
In this role she also acted as an Instructor in sup-
port of locally delivered officer training blocks dur-
ing COVID-19 when state borders where closed.  
 
On her most recent promotion in January 2022, , 
MAJ Hagqvist was appointed OC of 105 Construc-
tion Squadron, and is the first female officer to 
hold that position. 

In her civilian employment MAJ Hagqvist is a Pro-
ject Director with TSA Management. She has previ-
ously worked with AECOM, Jacobs, and SKM. MAJ 
Hagqvist has held a wide variety of roles through-
out her career and her diverse experience includes 
the delivery of multi-disciplinary transport pro-
jects. Notable projects include the Suburban Rail 
Loop, Peninsula Link, various Level Crossing Re-
movals and Melbourne Metro. 
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granddaughter (Kylie and Ellie) who marched 
for the first time. 

The day was clear and fresh but no rain so we 
had a reasonable turnout of about 30 march-
ing behind the banner. 
 
The President Don Hughes could not attend 
due to illness, so the RAE Association was led 
in the march by CAPT Noel Tipton of 22ER. 

The RAE Association was once again invited to 
participate in the 2022 Pre-Anzac Day march 
conducted by the Ringwood RSL. The march 
commences at Target Square and includes 
many local groups such as veterans, Scouts, 
Army and Air Force Cadets along with commu-
nity groups. 
 
Marching for the first time this year were 
members of the South African Defence Force 
who were regular participants in the now 
ceased Reserve Forces Day (RFD). Always very 
smartly dressed they won many awards during 
the RFD parades for dress and bearing - great 
to have them on board and to catch up with 
them after the march. 
 
This march is a family day activity with many 
young children representing their loved ones 
and able to happily march as the guidelines 
are not as strict as with the Anzac Day city 
march. In fact I welcomed my daughter and 

RINGWOOD ANZAC MARCH 

Sunday 24 April 2022 
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 In addition to the normal Anzac Day formali-
ties there was an unveiling ceremony con-
ducted for 2 new plaques that have been in-
stalled at the Clock Tower recognising post 
1975 veterans. This project was at the instiga-
tion of Don Hughes who overcame many bar-
riers to bring it to a successful conclusion – a 
wonderful recognition and tribute to these 
veterans - well done Don. CAPT Tipton, being 
one of these veterans, delivered a wonderful 
speech. 

Following formalities at the Clock Tower the 
gathering moved back to the RSL where finger 
food and drinks were provided and where 
everyone had the opportunity of catching up 
and enjoying the day. 
 
All in all a successful day only made possible 
by the outstanding support of the members of 
the Association, their family and friends. The 
day also provided the opportunity to march 
behind our banner and be on display within 
our local area of Ringwood. By participating 
with the RSL on this special day it strengthens 
our ties with the RSL. 
 
Without doubt a wonderful day and one that I 
hope we will continue to support for many 
years to come. 
 
 Jim Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Association was supported with our ban-
ner by members of 22 Engineer Regiment 
(Sappers Jamie Oppler-Lawrence and Rapha-
el Maranon) and we must pay thanks to the 
Regiment for their support at such a busy time 
for the Regiment. By having the banner car-
ried it allows the members of the Association 
to march with their family and friends and not 
have to worry about this task – with minimal 
instruction Jamie and Raphael completed the 
task to the highest standard and certainly did 
their Regiment proud. 

The Regiment provided a cenotaph party for 
the formal activity at the clock tower and the 
drill was performed to a remarkably high 
standard – In charge was CPL Scott Eaton and 
they can all be proud that they represented 
the Regiment in such an exemplary fashion. 
 
A service was conducted by the RSL at the 
clock tower including wreath laying, speeches, 
and the normal formalities. In the absence of 
Don Hughes, Kevin Moss laid a wreath on be-
half of the Association, its members and all 
sappers. 
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me (Macca) McSolvin, a stalwart Victorian 
Sapper and Vietnam Veteran, who paid 
solemn tribute to our fallen comrades 
(forever young).  

Graeme’s granddaughter, Ms Kathleen 
O’Reilly, provided Bugler support to the 
ceremony with further musical support 
being provided by the Heidelberg Brass 
Band along with Piper David Cretney from 
the Watsonia RSL Pipes & Drums. 

75 Years of Australian Peacekeeping 
 

Centenary of Oakleigh/Carnegie RSL 
Building and environs 

 

120 years of the  
Corps of Australian Engineers 

 

ANZAC Day Commemorations for Victorian 
Sappers are beginning to return to pre 
2020 conditions. The influx of the pandem-
ic greatly influenced our way of honouring 
this important National Day of Commemo-
ration. Despite the wonderful introduction 
of “commemorations from home”, there is 
still something special about the physical 
and emotional experience of a dawn ser-
vice or marching through a local town, 
suburb, or capital city. Sappers from all 
conflicts were remembered. 
 
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital - 22 
April.  
The 2022 ANZAC Observance Ceremony 
conducted in the Remembrance Gardens, 
located within the heart of the Heidelberg 
Repatriation Hospital, was hosted by Mr 
Robert Winther OAM.  

 
As this year is the 
80th anniversary of 
the Battle of Crete, 
the Greek Presiden-
tial Guard provided 
the Catafalque par-
ty. Flag orderlies 
were provided by 
the RAE Association 
Victoria (Don 
Hughes & Zeus) 
along with Mr Grae-

VICTORIAN SAPPERS’ ANZAC DAY OBSERVANCE 2022 
Lest We Forget 
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Warrandyte Memorial Tower Service – 25 
April. The President of the Warrandyte RSL 
and current 22nd Engineer Regiment serving 
member, WO1 David Ryan, hosted this years 
Warrandyte ANZAC commemorations. David 
tossed the coin at the Annual ANZAC Tribute 
Football match between the Warrandyte and 
Donvale Senior Football teams, whilst local 
Vietnam Infantry Veteran, Jim Pleasance 
(7RAR), did the same for the Warrandyte Jun-
ior Football club. The mid-morning march 
along Yarra Street to the Memorial Tower cul-
minated in a wonderful ceremony for the lo-
cal community. Refreshments in the 
clubrooms overlooking the Yarra River 
(Birrung) capped off a memorable event. 
 
March to the Melbourne Shrine of Remem-
brance - 25 April. Led by the Colonel Com-
mandant RAE for Southern Region, Colonel 
Bruce Murray AM, the RAE Victoria contin-
gent included many who had not gathered for 
some years. See Jim Davis’ report following. 
 

LEST WE FORGET 

Oakleigh/Carnegie RSL – 23 April. Reu-
niting of ID tags with the families of WW2 
Sappers from 2/9 Field Company occurred 
at a ceremony conjointly organised by Mr 
Peter McCulkin and Ian Pressley OAM, 
along with the RAE Association of Victoria, 
in particular our Curator Mel Constable 
(see full report p49). 
 
Ringwood Memorial Clocktower - 24 April. A 
Commemorative March and service was host-
ed by the Ringwood RSL, Colonel David 
Jamison AM, and in particular honoured post 
1975 service with the unveiling of new 
plaques on the Ringwood Memorial Clock-
tower. Captain Noel Tipton, a current serving 
member of 22nd Engineer Regiment, was se-
lected to perform this honour. Noel has con-
tinuously served throughout the post 1975 
period having enlisted as an RAE Apprentice 
(Carpenter & Joiner) in 1973. He deployed to 
Rhodesia in 1979 and later to Timor Leste. No-
el has also served on numerous humanitarian, 
relief, and assistance operations around Aus-
tralia. (See full report) 
 
22nd Engineer Regiment Catafalque Parties - 
25 April. Each year, 22nd Engineer Regiment 
(Victoria’s Own Sappers) provide numerous 
Catafalque Parties in support of our communi-
ty. Under the careful eye of the RSM, WO1 
Mark Everingham, services supported includ-
ed: Ringwood, Oakleigh, and Warrandyte. 
 
Oakleigh Dawn Service – 25 April. A Dawn 
Service was conducted at Oakleigh Barracks 
before the 22nd Engineer Regiment moved by 
bus into Melbourne to participate, as part of 
the 4th Brigade (Victoria’s Own Brigade), in the 
march to the Melbourne Shrine. 
 
Bayswater Dawn Service – 25 April. Our Sec-
retary, Jim Davis, represented the Association. 
 
Ringwood Dawn Service – 25 April. The Asso-
ciation’s recent Past President and Treasurer, 
Bill van Ree, laid a wreath on behalf of all Vic-
torian Sappers. 

         Issue 106 Podcasts 

Editor’s Note: 

Podcasts listed in Sapper Summit do not 

promote the views or opinions of the RAE 

Association Victoria Inc.  Podcasts are 

included to provide readers with material of 

historical, strategic or military related 

interest. (Editor) 

Way, way back in the depths of time, before a lot of 

you were born, there was little skirmish n the South 

Atlantic called the Falklands War.  

You need to know more about it. 

Don’t worry—the good guys won. 

 

This is the first of four parts, which are sequential on 

the Apple Podcasts site. I suggest you read them all. 

 

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/169-the-

falklands-war-countdown-to-invasion/id1537788786?

i=1000555403290 

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/169-the-falklands-war-countdown-to-invasion/id1537788786?i=1000555403290
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/169-the-falklands-war-countdown-to-invasion/id1537788786?i=1000555403290
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/169-the-falklands-war-countdown-to-invasion/id1537788786?i=1000555403290
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After the last few years of COVID restriction, this 
year saw the return of the traditional Anzac Day 
march with no limits on either crowd or march 
numbers. Weather conditions were very mild 
which makes all the difference to the participants, 
attendance numbers and our overall attitude, 
 
Once again the Association agreed to participate in 
the ANZAC Day march but our step off time and 
location were different from last years – this year 
our FUP was in Collins Street East with step off at 
10.10 am (according to MUFTI) but bearing in 
mind the events of the last few years where we 
stepped off early everyone was advised to be in 
place by 9.30 am. I spoke to the Chief Marshall for 
the area and he (a LTCOL) assured me many times 
that we would step off as advised but at a little 
after 9.30 am we were being rounded up by a very 
angry female SGT from Navy who would listen to 
nobody and directed us to move into the parade 
some 25 minutes early – by stepping off early a 
few people missed out on this privilege of march-
ing.  

We had the Cadets in place and banner ready well 
before the scheduled step off so we were OK. 
This year we were supported with our banner by 
Cadets from 31 Army Cadet Unit, Ringwood 
(Norwood) who were so willing to come into the 
city and help us – they represented their Unit with 
pride and certainly did us proud – let’s hope that 
this support will be ongoing for many years to 
come – it also gives us a chance to meet some of 
the Cadets - Michael Potts made the approach to 
31 ACU and he escorted the Cadets into town. 
 
Our contingent was led by Bruce Murray, AM (COL 
COMDT Southern Region) who took the salute at  

ANZAC DAY - RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC.  
 25TH APRIL 2022 

the Eternal Flame. The Association certainly had 

good support with about 65 people marching be-

hind the banner. Several members travelled con-

siderable distance to be part of this march.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It  was also great to see a contingent of Royal Engi-
neers return and join us again this year – thanks to 
Mike Silvester for arranging this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normally the Woodies march early in the parade 
representing the World War Forestry Squadrons 
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however due to a couple of reasons the Woodies 
marched as a group with us and had about 10 peo-
ple behind their banner. It was a pleasure to have 
them on board – next year they will return to the 
march in their allocated position representing the 
Forestry Squadrons. 
 

This year the 22nd Engineer Regiment conducted a 
Dawn Service at Oakleigh prior to departing to 
take part in 4th Brigade  city march. Timings for all 
those participating in the city march were very 
tight, which did not allow the Regiment to conduct 
a “gunfire” breakfast or complete other formalities 
such as inviting families and friends or having local 
dignitaries to lay wreaths. By conducting a Dawn 
Service the Regiment acknowledged the purpose 
and objective of the day and that is to remember 
those men and women who paid the supreme sac-
rifice. I believe that the Regiment was the only unit 
within the Brigade  to hold a service. 
 
 Spectator numbers seemed a little lower this year 
but those people who did attend certainly gave a 
lot of vocal encouragement to the marchers—how 
great it is to hear “up the old red rooster”. We all 
should be so proud of the support of the people 
who line the barriers all the way to the Shrine—we 
all have much to be proud of. The people march-
ing behind our banner certainly looked the part in 
their dress, bearing and drill. I also felt that we  

were certainly one of the larger groups  partici-
pating—there was without doubt a reduction in 
the number of Associations marching. 
 
Once again we had arranged the after march 
meeting place at the Elephant and Wheelbarrow 
pub, and whilst the numbers were down a little 
there was great support from the marchers, fami-
lies and a number of Sappers from the Regiment 
who travelled into the city after dismissal. The E & 
W is a great spot where people can enjoy the com-
pany of others. 
 
Again this year we had members of the Doncaster 
Camera Club who came along and photographed 
us at various locations including the “class photo” 
on the rear steps of the Shrine – this is a very im-
portant part of the day as each photo creates a 
memory. 
 
Thank you all again.—Jim Davis 
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 Elephant & Wheelbarrow Hotel – Post Com-

memoration Celebrations. The Elephant & 

Wheelbarrow, a fine traditional English style 

Pub, located on the NW corner of Bourke and 

Exhibition Streets, provided the venue for post 

ANZAC Day celebrations for the Association 
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GHOST SOLDIERS OF BRIBIE ISLAND 

Inspired by a display in Slimbridge Churchyard in 
Gloucestershire, England, Bribie Island RSL com-
missioned the local Men’s Shed to create a dis-
play for the 2022 ANZAC Day ceremony. 
 
During the following four months Men’s Shed 
Members utilised some 600 metres of bird wire 
combined with hundreds of hours work to create 
a series of life sized ghostly figures to represent 
Australia’s fallen. 
 
Men’s Shed President Derek Patey was so im-
pressed with the result that he personally took on 
the challenge of making Simpson and his Donkey 
“Duffy” and two Honour Guards. 
 
The figures were erected in the grounds of the 
Bribie Island RSL for ANZAC Day 2022,  and will be 
an ongoing installation for many Anzac Days to 
come, as well as other special occasions. 
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Shed members who participated  have laughed off 
the hundreds of scratches they suffered, not to 
mention the twenty pairs of gloves destroyed in the 
process. 
 
Ken Carr is one of those men— a former 7FER Sap-
per — who is now married to the sister of Com-
mittee member Marg Handte after a chance 
meeting at the Manhattan Hotel following an en-
quiry about joining the Association.   
 
Ken joined the Association the following weekend. 
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The Men’s Shed Gang 
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ORDER OF THE DAY—HEAD OF CORPS CHANGEOVER 
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The annual visit to attend the Kapooka Tragedy Memori-
al service is a feature of the Association’s calendar and 
one I would urge everyone to consider attending at 
some time. 
 
A major revamp and beautification of the site has been 
undertaken which is a real credit to all those involved – 
the project was under the management of WO1 Sean 
Chainey and is an ongoing project. 
 
The journey to attend the Service is certainly a very long 
one but it is so worthwhile. Making the trip this year 
were Don and Michelle Hughes (along with Zeus),  
Michael and Sue Potts, Andrew Mott, Erryn Gibson, and 
Jim Davis. 

The weather for the Ceremony was cool but very good 
resulting in a decent turnout for the Service acknowl-
edging this terrible event of 77 years ago which claimed 
the lives of some 26 Sappers. In the audience were rela-
tives and descendants of several of the Sappers who lost 
their lives. Many of you would know WO2 Les Norton (4 
CER) who is related to one of those who died in the acci-
dent (SGT Jack Pomeroy) – Les had his brother (Allan) 
representing the family at this service. 
 
A Catafalque Party was provided by 1 RTB and were out-

standing in their dress, bearing and drill. A wreath was 
laid on behalf of the Association and all Sappers by the 
President Don Hughes and Zeus. 

There was a lovely afternoon tea provided which gave 
the opportunity of catching up with friends. 

Representing the Head of Corps was COL Craig Lauder 
who gave the principal address. 
 
Some of those attending included the CO and RSM of 
22nd Engineer Regiment (LTCOL Scott D’Rozario and 
WO1 Mark Everingham), MAJ Andrew Howes, WO1 
Matt Dickson (Corps RSM), WO1 Sean McMahon (RSM 
of SME), WO1 Damian Woolfe (RSM of 1 RTB) along with 
several senior Warrant Officers from the School. 

Kapooka Tragedy Memorial Excursion  

21st May 2022 
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Assisting the RSM of 1 RTB lay a wreath was the newest 
member of the Corps, Sapper Jake Hazelwood who 
marched out of Kapooka on 20th May 2022 – what a 
privilege it was for Jake to be able to participate in this 
Service but what an honour it was for us to be able to 
meet him – his family had flown from Cairns to attend 
his graduation and attend the service. 
 
To conclude our visit to Wagga it was arranged that for 
the evening meal we would all catch up at the Astor 

Hotel where the staff made us so very welcome and 
provided a lovely meal. 
 
Many thanks to those who came along and supported 

the Association and trust that you enjoyed the adven-

ture and that you will consider attending this event 

again in the future.    

 

Jim Davis 

Many readers will have seen the Facebook posting earlier this year encouraging you 

to join the March On fundraising  effort to support Soldier On in its great work sup-

porting Serving and former Military personnel. 

Participants enlisted sponsors to support their aim of walking, running, or wheeling 

96 km during the month of March. This is equivalent to the length of the Kokoda 

Track (minus the heat, rain, mud, packs, weapons, bullets and bitey things). Many 

chose to travel much further.  Progress reports, maps and photos were encouraged 

and many participants battled disabilities and injuries to achieve their target. 

7,135 people enlisted, covering a cumulative distance  of 586,980 km and raising the 

stupendous grand total of $2,026,445 . 

I encourage  any Association members to be part of the next event in (March) 2023. 

Full details  may be found at marchonchallenge.org.au. 

 

Editor. 

marchonchallenge.org.au
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After a compulsory hiatus of 2 years the annual “Blue 
Tongues Reunion” was once again held at Major Creek 
Streamside Reserve, Nagambie during the weekend of 
13 – 15th May 2022. It was wet underfoot and there was 
light rain on and off over the weekend. 

The reunion is open to all sappers irrespective of rank 
with the only provisos being that you leave your rank at 
home, come with a great attitude, plenty of photos, 
stories and be prepared to be amazed by the great peo-
ple that you will meet. 

The area where the reunion is held is a public camping 
ground so there are other people staying within the 
facility which is monitored by and controlled by Parks 
Victoria and as this is public camping ground then there 
are limitations of what you can and can’t do. Gone are 
the roaring campfires of yesteryear. 

As in the past the objective of this weekend is to enable 
people to catch up with old friends and renew acquaint-
ances. This sees a large turnover of people coming and 
going with some staying for the entire weekend and 
others just dropping in to say hello and only staying a 
few hours. 

Attendance numbers seemed lower this year, but it is 
hard to say exact numbers due to the transient crowd. 

As previously reported an Honour Board is maintained 
for supporters of this function who have left us and 
since our last catch up in 2019 we have said goodbye to 
Laurie (Lozza) Robinson whose name has been added to 
the Memorial Board – thanks George for looking after 
this very important part of the history. 

Travel and distance are not something that has de-
terred people turning up to support this activity with 
many travelling long distances to attend such as 
“Redman” and “Doc” Kincaid - there were a good num-
ber of caravans and an assortment of tents. David Ste-
venson proudly showed off the caravan that he had 

borrowed. 

Food was aplenty with wonderful treats and roasts 
from the camp ovens showing that the boys have not 
lost their touch. In addition, BBQ’s were ongoing with 
ample nibbles available for those who wanted to ven-
ture from the campfire. 

This is a great activity and George, Bill, Fish and Foxy 
need to be thanked for their efforts and encouraged to 
keep up the good work. At the same time thanks must 
be given to all those people who take the time to come 
along to the reunion and support it because without 
them it would just not happen no matter how much 
work the organisers put into it. 

Well the reunion will now be put to bed (lights out) for 
another 12 months with the escapades reminisced and 
talked about until 2023. 

BLUE TONGUES REUNION 
Nagambie  13—15 May 2022             
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 If any reader gets the opportunity of participating in the 
2023 reunion you should jump at it with both hands 
and come along for the experience of a lifetime. It is a 
great weekend. 

Without reunions and gatherings like this so much of 
the Corps Victorian history would be lost and whilst not 
everyone would agree with the concept of this week-
end it is an important event on the social calendar 

Personally I am so pleased that I went along as every-
one makes you so welcome. Even though I do not stay 
for long I really look forward to this outing – one year I 
will take my swag and camp out under the stars 
(maybe!!) 

Thanks again to George, Foxy, Fish and Bill and all those 
who came along to make this a great weekend – you 
have all helped add some wonderful memories to this 
old mind. 

Jim Davis 
Secretary 
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the Government of the defence requirements at Hobart 
and Launceston. 
 
Kelsall's successor as C.R.E. was Brigade Major J. C. Vic-
tor, R.E., who arrived from England on 24 November 
1842. Major Victor was also given the extra responsibil-
ity of Director of Public Works for Van Diemen’s Land. 
Shortly after Victor's arrival, Governor Sir John Eardley-
Wilmot replaced Sir John Franklin, and before too long 
he was complaining about Victor's “passive resistance 
to orders” and had him removed as Director of Public 
Works. 

Disputes with Major Victor continued under the next  
Governor, Sir William Denison (a Captain in the Royal 
Engineers), and with Major Booth (Port Arthur Com-
mandant). Major Victor outranked both of these offic-
ers. 

The Royal Engineers had established their Headquarters 
at Macquarie Point at about this time, and Major Victor 

EARLY COLONIAL ENGINEERS IN AUSTRALIA  
By Redcap 

The British Military presence in the colony of New 
South Wales began with the First Fleet in 1788. The 
Military component consisted of four companies of 
Marines (they were not granted the “Royal” prefix 
until 1802). 20 Officers, 24 NCOs and 168 Marines 
landed that day. Oddly, there were no Engineers in 
this pioneering group tasked with establishing a new 
outpost of the British Empire. 
 
It was to be 48 years before the arrival of the first 
serving Royal Engineers in the recently separated Col-
ony of Van Diemen's Land. Captain Roger Kelsall of His 
Majesty's Royal Engineers landed in Hobart Town on 
December 10, 1835. His arrival preceded, by just a 
day, that of of Captain George Barney RE in Sydney 
Town. Meantime, Captain Barney’s assistant, travel-
ling on the convict ship HIVE, arrived south of Jervis 
Bay when his ship ran aground a few hours before his 
boss reached Sydney, thus making Captain Kelsall the 
very first serving Royal Engineer on what is now Aus-
tralian soil. 
 
These postings were the result of the British Treas-
ury's policy of stationing officers of the Ordnance De-
partment in the Australian Colonies to take over the 
design, construction and maintenance of all Military 
and Convict buildings, and organisation of the stores 
therein. Civil works remained the responsibility of the 
Colonial Government, which often led to disputes over 
jurisdiction. 
 
Lieutenant Governor Sir George Arthur welcomed the 
arrival of Captain Kelsall “to a country where every-
thing is new, where everything is to be done”.  
 
Governor Arthur was succeeded 1837 by Sir John 
Franklin, and in that same year Kelsall was promoted 
to Major. Disputes soon arose over the supply of con-
vict labour, however between 1836 and 1842 Major 
Kelsall managed to complete major works in Port Ar-
thur (barracks and church), Maria Island (barracks), 
George Town (guard house) and in 1839 he advised 

Major Kelsall returned 
to England in 1843, 
was promoted to Lt 
Col in 1845 and retired 
from the Army later 
that year. By 1853 he 
was on a grazing prop-
erty in Victoria, where 
he died in 1861 and 
was buried in the East-
ern Cemetery, Gee-
long. 

Lt Col Kelsall’s grave. 

Governor Wilmot was not 
a popular figure or a good 
administrator, and ru-
mours about his private 
life abounded. He was 
stood down, and in the 
course of fighting these 
accusations, he became ill 
and died in February 
1847. 

Sir John Eardley-Wilmot 

Governor Denison went on 
to become Governor in 
Chief of New South Wales 
(1855 -1861), and then to 
Madras where he served as 
Governor (1861 – 1866) 
before retiring as Major-
General. One of his last acts 
before leaving  Van Die-
men’s Land was to approve 
the name change to Tasma-
nia. Sir William Denison 

Hobart Barracks Gaol, built by Major Victor 
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 supervised the establishment of defensive batteries at 
Macquarie Point and Battery Point as well as other ma-
jor building projects. He was responsible for most roads 
and bridges constructed between 1843 and 1848. 
 
In 1845 Major Victor commissioned the design of the 
Royal Engineers Building to be built on Crown Land at 
Macquarie Point, adjacent to the RE works yard. The 
building was completed in 1847 and its position domi-
nated the area. Its design is similar to that of St Mary's 
Hospital built at about the same time. Another, similar, 
building was built in 1854 by R.E. Commandant Lt Col 
George Hamilton, who was accused of improperly ap-
propriating sawn timber, stone , bricks and convict la-
bour from Government sources. 

Major Victor was succeeded by Captain John Twiss, who 
oversaw the completion of the Royal Engineers build-
ing. 
 
The RE building served as Headquarters for the Royal 
Engineers in Hobart until 1876. It then became offices 
for the Tasmanian Government Railways until 1983, 
whereafter it fell into disrepair, and was scheduled for 
demolition. 
 
Fortunately the historic value of the building was recog-
nised by the Heritage Group of Australian Engineers, 
who raised funds for its salvation. The building was 
found to be quite robustly built, with no fault in its 
foundations. Remedial work was undertaken to replace 

two timber beams which were rotting, and faulty exte-
rior stone cladding was replaced with matching stone 
from a different location. 

The newly restored building was reopened on 6 De-
cember 1986 under the protection of the Tasmanian 
State Lands Department, and is now occupied by Engi-
neers Australia, The Association of Engineers, Scientists 
and Managers Australia, and an Accounting firm. 
 
It remains a fitting tribute to the industry and ingenuity 
of those early Military Engineers, and since its restora-
tion is perhaps symbolic of a reconciliation between 
the  former  Civil  and  Military  authorities  of   colonial  
Tasmania. 
 
 
 

Following further disputes 
between Major Victor and 
the civil authorities, he 
was recalled and departed 
in December 1848 to be-
come CRE in Mauritius. He 
was promoted to Colonel 
in 1854, and later that 
year retired as Major Gen-
eral. He died in 1864 and 
is buried in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

  General Victor’s grave 

The Royal Engineers building in 1857 

The restored Royal Engineers Building today. 

Looking good at 175 years old! 

Sources:  
 
History of the Royal Australian Engineers 
Vol. 1, Maj Gen R. R. McNicoll, CBE 
 
Productivity Commission Inquiry into the 
conservation of Australia's historic built 
heritage places 2005: Submission by Engi-
neering Heritage Australia 
 
The Tasmanian Royal Engineers Building : 
presentation to the Sixth National 
Conference on Engineering Heritage Ho-
bart October 1992, P. E. SPRATT 
 
Kelsall, Roger (1792-1861) Australian Dic-
tionary of Biography, ANU. 
 
And, of course, Wikipedia. 
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ID TAG REUNION—UPDATE 

In 2021 the Royal Australian Engineers Association 

(Vic) had a request from a couple of detectorists, 

Peter McCulkin and Ian Pressley OAM, who oper-

ate in the Atherton Tableland area of Queensland. 

They asked us to help them them locate relatives 

of diggers of the 2/9 Field Company Engineers to 

reunite ID tags that they had found in an area 

where they were exploring.  

 

We were very happy that they asked the Associa-

tion to help, it was certainly to be a rewarding ex-

ercise.  

Peter McCulkin 

The stone structure behind Peter in the photo 

above is the stone oven close by the mess where 

the 2/9th would have eaten. The other shot below 

is the area of the ‘burning pit’ where the tags 

were uncovered along with many other relics from 

the period 1943-1945.  

Jim passed on Peter’s email to Mel Constable 

our History and Heritage Curator and asked if 

there was anything that could be done to 

help Peter. We then did some research in-

volving a number of sources including; The 

Australian War Memorial war diaries, Trove 

entries, Ancestry, Facebook, Google, State 

Library Victoria, Find a Grave, National Ar-

chives of Australia, Fold 3 Records, Depart-

ment of Veteran Affairs Nominal Rolls and 

Google maps and built up a profile of Richard 

Drummond and then started making phone 

calls, sending emails, texts and messages on 

Facebook to enable us to 

contact as many relatives 

as we could.  

 

The results of this early 

 research were reported  

in Sapper Summit 105. 

 

Much progress has been made since then. 

 

History of the  

2/9 Army Field Company 
2/9 Army Field Company was formed in May 

1940 at Brighton (Tas) with half coming from 

Victoria and under command of CRE 1 Aust 

Corps Tps. When the other companies from 

the corps engineers were diverted to com-

plete the divisional engineers, 2/9 Army Fld 

Coy was delayed in Tasmania and Victoria 

until replacement units were raised and they 

finally arrived in the Middle East by March 

1941 where they initially camped at Hill 69 

(Palestine). Road construction work in north-

ern Palestine was the precursor to the Syrian 

invasion and 2/9 Army Fld Coy moved into 

Syria in June to join CRE 7 Inf Div and support 

Berryforce which was trying to take Merdjay-

oun (Syria) which had been recaptured by the 

French. When this area was handed over to 6 

UK Inf Div in July, 2/9 Army Fld Coy switched 

to Qassouba in the Coastal Sector to join 17 
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Inf Bde Gp in their attack on Damour. After the 

Armistice, 2/9 Army Fld Coy worked at establishing 

Corps HQ at Aley and in August moved to Aleppo 

where they worked on demolition and defence 

plans for the frontier region under CRE1 Aust 

Corps Tps. They moved to Qatana in January 1942 

and returned to Dimra (Palestine) in February to 

prepare to return to Australia with CRE 1 Aust 

Corps Tps. 2/9 Army Fld Coy arrived at Adelaide 

(SA) in March 1942 and camped at Meadows until 

being detached in April to Elliott (NT) working un-

der control of CRE 11 Lot Sub Are (later 11 CRE 

(Wks)) on the re-sheeting of the Alice Springs-

Darwin (NT) road between Daly Waters and Elliott. 

January 1943 saw them move to the RAE Training 

Centre at Kapooka (NSW) for rest, retraining and 

reassignment. Here they were renamed 2/9 Field 

Company in April and they moved to Port Moresby 

(NG) in May before being assigned to CRE 11 Inf 

Div to work on the Bulldog end of the Wau-Bulldog 

Road from Grimm Point. By August they had 

moved towards Wau as the road was completed 

but with the capture of Lae in September they 

moved to Zenag to work on the Wau-Lae road un-

der CRE First Aust Army Ops. In May 1944 they left 

New Guinea. After leave they assembled at 

Strathpine (Qld) in July where they were assigned 

to become the fourth field company for CRE 7 Inf 

Div which was recuperating at Strathpine. Septem-

ber saw them move to Kairi to join the rest of 7 Inf 

Div waiting for a future role. When 1 Aust Corps 

was assigned liberation of Borneo, 7 Inf Div was 

tasked to recapture the oil port of Balikpapan. In 

May 1945, 2/9 Fd Coy moved to Morotai (NEI) with 

CRE 7 Inf Div. When they landed at Balikpapan in 

July, 2/9 Fd Coy was scattered undertaking various 

unrelated roles including one platoon tasked to 

work with the tanks of 1 Army Regt. When hostili-

ties ceased they redeveloped the base area as well 

as supporting the infantry’s mopping up opera-

tions.  

7th Division colour patch         George VI Hat Badge 

The  7th Division 

The 7th Division was an infantry division of the 

Australian Army. It was formed in February 1940 

to serve in World War II, as part of the Second 

Australian Imperial Force (2nd AIF). The division 

was raised on the British establishment of nine 

infantry battalions per division and consisted of 

two new brigades and three of the original 12 

battalions of the 6th Division forming the third 

brigade. The division is sometimes known by the 

nickname “The Silent Seventh”, due to a percep-

tion that its achievements were unrecognised, in 

comparison to the other Australian divisions. The 

origin of this belief appears to be censorship of the 

part played by the 7th Division in the fierce 

fighting in the 1941 Syria-Lebanon campaign. The 

7th Division along with the 6th and 9th Australian 

Divisions were the only divisions to serve in both 

the Middle East and the South West Pacific Area. It 

was disbanded in 1946, following the end of the 

war.  

Inspection of 11 Platoon 2/9 Aust Field Coy by 

MAJGEN E.J. Milford GOC 7 Aust Div at Kairi (NQ)  

This banner hangs outside the  

Association Museum at Oakleigh Barracks  
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Results to date 
In total, seven ID tags have been recovered so far.  

 

Tag number 1:  

Major Richard DRUMMOND 

Service Number VX 15215 

 

Tag number 2: 

 Staff Sergeant Donald COGHILL 

Service Number VX15905 

 

Tag number 3 

Private Reginald COWEY 

Service Number SX18976 

 

Tag number 4 

Sapper Maxwell BIAGGINI 

Service number NX25291 

 

Tag number 5 

Sapper John DREWETT 

Service number VX59202 

 

Tag number 6 

George WILLETS 

Service number VX46557 

 

Tag Number 7 

James ALLEN 

Service number VX20555 

 

Attempts have been made to contact the families 

of all these Sappers, and we were successful in 

getting in touch with five of them.  The WILLETS 

and ALLEN families were not able to be contacted, 

but the search goes on. 

 

 On 23rd April 2022 a reunion lunch was arranged 

at the Oakleigh RSL and an invitation extended to 

the family and descendants to attend and be pre-

sented with the ID tags. The uptake for the lunch 

was good with a total of 17 family members 

attending on behalf of four of the Sappers.  

 

Also in attendance were Peter McCulkin and Ian 

Pressley who flew down from Queensland. From 

the RAE Association (Vic) Inc. were Don Hughes, 

Jim Davis, Mel Constable and Michael Potts. 

  

Although there are still a few ID tags to be reunit-

ed with families this function, which was born out 

of a chance contact from Peter McCulkin and 

Mel’s determination, achieved its goals. Family 

members have been reunited with the ID tags and 

have learned about their relative’s contribution to 

Australia’s military history just in time for Anzac 

Day 2022.  

 

Thank you to all involved but particularly Peter, Ian 

and Mel for a successful day and Doug Pendergast 

President of the Oakleigh RSL for the use of their 

premises.  

Peter, Ian and Don with the family members at the reunion at Oakleigh RSL 
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The annual Waterloo Dinner is one of the most im-
portant social events on the Engineer calendar and ac-
cordingly it is eagerly anticipated. 
The normal practice is to hold the dinner as close as 
possible to the Waterloo anniversary (18th June) but 
this year’s function was held on the 01st July which, of 
course, is the Corps birthday and marks 120 years since 
the establishment of the Corps – as is tradition there 
was a birthday cake cutting with LTCOL D’Rozario and 
Sapper Caitlin Fern doing the honour. 

Continuing from previous year’s theme the function 
was conducted at a non-military establishment being 
the Oakleigh RSL. There will always be some who have 
misgivings about the loss of traditions by moving the 
dinner away from a military site but I am sure that after 
the function everyone would have been satisfied with 
the venue and conduct. The Oakleigh RSL made the 
Waterloo Dinner guests very welcome and the evening 
went very well – the dinner was conducted in a hall of 
the RSL which is over 100 years old. 

Whilst customs and traditions are an extremely im-
portant part of a function like the Waterloo Dinner the 
other characteristic of the night is to bring together 
members of the Corps in a social atmosphere where 
there is an opportunity to catch up with people with 
similar interests and to acknowledge the roots of this 
event. 
Another aspect of having the function at an off-site ven-
ue is the desire of the Regiment to strengthen its ties 

within the local community particularly with community 
groups such as the RSL who provide such strong links to 
the military and support to the Defence family. 
There are several positives to be taken out of having 
the function offsite and these include the fact that the 
staff, food, drink, clean up and overhead costs are the 
responsibility of the venue. At the end of the night is 
just a matter of closing the doors on the way out. 
Continuing with the tradition commenced in 2014, the 
event was again extended to SNCO, WO’s and Officers. 
Approximately 70 people attended the night, filling the 
venue to near capacity. 

Dining President was LTCOL Scott D’Rozario (CO 22 En-
gineer Regiment) with the senior guest being 
BRIG David Wainwright, DSC, AM (Retd) a former Head 
of Corps. Representing the Signals Corps was MAJ Lee 
representing the CO School of Sigs. 

WATERLOO DINNER – 01 JULY 2022 
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COL Bruce Murray, AM (Retd) (COL COMDT Southern 
Region) was an apology for the function and the HOC 
annual address was presented by the CO (LTCOL Scott 
D’Rozario) which was certainly informative and well 
received. 
Regrettably prior to the function there were a number 
of apologies however there were several ex-CO’s of 
both Regiments in attendance (LTCOL’s Greg Mirabella, 
Don Hughes, John Raike, Sharon Coates). 

There were some important presentations made on the 
night to 22 ER members - WO2’s White, Duffy and van 
der Velden were presented with their Warrants, LT Emi-
ly Mirabella was presented with her Commissioning 
Certificate and SGT Penny Richardson with her 3rd and 
4th clasps to her Long Service Medal. 

For those who attended I am sure that they had a won-
derful night with ample food, drink and friendship and 
the venue was a great choice. 
 
Jim Davis 
Secretary 
RAE Association 
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An activity that has been in planning stages for some 
time finally came to fruition on the 3rd July 2022 when 
approximately 60 people gathered to participate in a 
day long outing - there were 4 main components to the 
excursion, being Jardin Tan Café, The Shrine, Engineers 
Tree and Rising Sun Hotel. The day was designed to 
allow flexibility with different components for people to 
choose what they wanted to participate in. 
 
The selection of this first weekend in July also has some 
significant reasons in that on the 1st July 2022 the Corps 
celebrated its 120th birthday and in the past this was 
the same weekend that we participated in Reserve 
Forces Day – having the activity on a Sunday also gave 
some of our country members the opportunity of 
attending. 

We started at the Jardin Tan Café located in the 
Botanical Gardens and even though we were outside 
and it was freezing, it was a wonderful way to kick our 
day off. There were about 50 people who came along 
and took the opportunity of catching up for a coffee 
before the next phase of our day. 
 
The Shrine of Remembrance – this was the most popular  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

part of the day with 60 people 
coming. We arrived at the Shrine 
where we were broken into 2 
groups and allocated tour guides – 
one of the tour guides was Barry 
Aumann who is a member of the 
Association and a Vietnam Veteran 
– Barry made sure he was rostered 
on for the tour – and our other 
guide was Sue. 
 
The visit to the Shrine was an 
outstanding experience – we take the Shrine for granted 
but until you attend and undertake a conducted tour 
you just do not appreciate the value of this wonderful 
monument that we have in Victoria. 

The next part of the activity was to visit our Engineers 
tree (No. D72) where Don Hughes (President) took the 
opportunity of saying a few words and explaining the 
significance of the day and thanking those who had 
come along. The Association’s Padre (MAJ John Raike) 
joined us and conducted a re-dedication of the tree. In 
addition we were joined by the Association’s Patron 
John Wertheimer who was very instrumental in getting 

RAE Association (Vic) Shrine Visit  
3rd July 2022 
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the tree approved by the Shrine’s Trustees. 

On behalf of the Royal Children’s Hospital Jock Howatt 
took the opportunity of presenting the CO (LTCOL Scott 
D’Rozario) and RSM (WO1 Mark Everingham) with a 
Certificate of Thanks from the hospital for all the 
support that the Regiment has provided to the Appeal 
over many years. 

It is worth mentioning here that Association member 
Dave Conlan was the driving force and instrumental in 
bringing to fruition the planting of the tree and 
installation of the Sapper’s Plaque. This ceremony took 
place on 11th November 2016. During a visit to the 
Shrine Dave had discovered that whilst there were 
individual RAE unit plaques there was no 
acknowledgement to the Corps and its members. Thank 
you Dave. 
 
After the tree it was off to the Rising Sun Hotel in South 
Melbourne for a delicious lunch and the final 
opportunity of closing off this wonderful day and 
experience. Mel Constable took the opportunity of 
bringing along some photos and asking people to look at 
them and put names to them. This is of one of our 
problems in that we have lots of photos but have 
trouble identifying who the people are. 

The weather was very kind to us on the day with a clear 
blue sky and a light wind and all in all it was a wonderful 
day which was only made possible through the hard 
work of Mel Constable who did all the planning and 
liaising to bring it together. 

Mel also designed and 
had made a badge to 
commemorate and 
acknowledge the Corps 
birthday – the badges 
proved to be a great hit 
and success. 
 
 Thank you Mel for 
everything you do for 
your fellow sappers and 
their families. 
 
Jim Davis 
Secretary 
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 COVID is still lingering with us and continues to be 
a real threat to our health however we are now 
being taught to live with the disease rather than 
try to fight it – this change in attitude is really be-
cause of the wonderful medical science progress 
that has been made particularly with the vaccines. 
When we started planning for the Muster there 
were still doubts that we would be permitted to 
conduct the activity but the Victorian Government 
continued to relax the guidelines and the last ma-
jor one for us, in the wearing of face masks inside, 
was removed on the Friday before the function. 
 
Once again, we were so fortunate to have the sup-
port of the CO 22nd Engineer Regiment (LTCOL 
Scott D’Rozario) who made the facilities of Oak-
leigh available for the event – this is an ideal place 
in relation to location and facilities for a night like 
this. 
 
The annual Muster is without doubt the most im-
portant event on the Association’s calendar and 
provides members, family and friends the oppor-
tunity to gather and enjoy the social and camara-
derie aspects of the night. More than ever it was 
needed this year after the harsh lockdowns that 
we had all endured over the last few years and for 
many of the people attending the Muster this 
would have been their first social outing in some 
time. 
 
Even though there had been a relaxation of the 
COVID restrictions the Association took the view 
that we would still enforce/observe guidelines to 
ensure the safety and the wellbeing of those 
attending. Many people are still very cautious of 
the disease and impose “self-isolation” upon 
themselves. As it was on the day we had a number 
of late withdrawals and struggled with our attend-
ance numbers. 
 
As usual Jock and Margaret conducted a raffle 
with some wonderful prizes – once again we were 
so fortunate this year that Stu (Ace) Williams (a 
former 4 CER sapper) made a substantial donation 
to allow for the purchase of quality prizes. 
 

For the 6th year the Association provided a spit 
roast meal which was served in the Drill Hall – 
people were not disappointed with the quality or 
quantity of the meal with many going back for sec-
onds. The meal consisted of a main and sweets. 
 
As with all evenings there must be some formali-
ties, and these included a report by the President 
(Don Hughes) on the Association’s achievements 
throughout the year and potential future events. 
Don went on to welcome everyone to the function 
in particular the Patron and CO. 
 
Amongst the guests this year was Bruce Campbell 
(94 + yrs.) a Life Member of the Association and 
exceptional person who provides so much input 
into the writing of the RAE history in Victoria. Also, 
BRIG David Noble, who is recovering from surgery, 
made the effort to come along, also Federal Sena-
tor Greg Mirabella. Special guests were COL John 
Wertheimer AM, RFD (Retd) along with the Associ-
ation’s Honorary Padre John Raike. 
 
Our thanks must be extended to the CO (LTCOL 
Scott D’Rozario) for allowing the Association the 
use of these wonderful facilities along with great 
support from the staff in setting up the depot. Du-
ty Officer (DO) was Emily Mirabella and GD’s LCPL 
Braden Taylor, Sappers Liam Wright, Chris Clayton, 
and Stephen Mullett. The bar was manned by Noel 
Tipton with support from Peter Borzdynski. Special 
thanks to CAPT Tarni Preston and Anne Court for 
their support and assistance. 
 
Many members of the Association worked hard to 
make the night a success but particular mention 
and thanks must go to Eric (Jock) Howatt, and 
Marg Handte. 
 
The Muster is the Association's major fellowship 
event for the year and is not convened to make 
money but to bring together a good cross section 
of sappers of various ages and ranks to enjoy the 
company of like minded people. This year we wel-
comed members of the Royal Engineers and thank 
them for their support. 

 RAE Association Annual Muster   

26 February 2022 
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 Thanks everyone for your support and attendance. I know I have said it before but without your support 
and encouragement then the Association is headed for nowhere. 

Bruce Campbell and 

John Wertheimer 

John Raike, Bill van Ree and Greg Mirabella: all former COs 
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 ANZAC Day 

The Dawn Service was attended by a crowd 
estimated to be about 3,000 by the attending 
police.  
This was followed by the gunfire breakfast at 
the Sub Branch where some 1,200 breakfasts 
were served. 

  VETERAN NEWS 

RINGWOOD RSL President’s Column 

 

 ANZAC Commemorations 

 

 ANZAC Sunday 

The ANZAC Sunday March and ceremony 

featured veterans including our members, 

members of the RAE Association, Army and 

Air Force Cadets, Scouts, other community 

groups, the Hon Mr Michael Sukkar and the 

Mayor of Maroondah supported by other 

Councillors. The march was led by the 

Ringwood Pipe Band with the marching band 

of the Vermont Secondary College also 

participating. The ANZAC address was given by 

Captain Noel Tipton – 22 Engr Regt who spoke 

about the importance of the ANZAC traditions 

in the life of our community. 
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The traditional “two up” game was on in the 
VC Room where veterans were joined by 
members of the local community. This was 
conducted and played in good humour. As is a 
long-standing tradition, the Ringwood Pipe 
Band played through the Sub Branch towards 
the end of the day which was greatly 
appreciated by those in the venue at the time. 
 
We are grateful for the support given by 22 
Engineer Regiment whose soldiers’ 
performance was exemplary. 
 

New Minister for Defence 
Richard Marles was born in Geelong, Victoria. 
He was educated at Geelong Grammar School 
and the University of Melbourne. He 

graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science 
and Bachelor of Laws 
with Honours. He 
started his  career   as  
a solicitor with 
Melbourne industrial 
law firm Slater and 
Gordon. In 1994, he 
became legal officer 
for the Transport 

Workers Union (TWU). He was elected TWU 
National Assistant Secretary four years later. 
In 2000 he joined Australia's peak national 
union body, the Australian Council of Trade 
Unions (ACTU), as assistant secretary, 
remaining in the position until 2007. 
 

He was elected member for Corio on 24 
November 2007 in the election that returned 
the Labor Party to office under the leadership 
of Kevin Rudd. From February 2008 to June 
2009, he was chair of the House of 
Representatives Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs. 
In June 2009 Marles was appointed 
Parliamentary Secretary for Innovation and 
Industry. He retained his seat in the 2010 
election and was sworn in as Parliamentary 
Secretary for Pacific Island Affairs in the First 
Gillard Ministry on 14 September 2010. In the 

ministerial reshuffle of 2 March 2012, he was 
given the additional role of Parliamentary 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. In June 2013, he 
was appointed the Minister for Trade and a 
member of the Cabinet, following the June 
2013 leadership spill that saw Kevin Rudd 
defeat Julia Gillard for leadership of the Labor 
Party. 
After the ALP's defeat at the 2013 federal 
election, he was appointed Shadow Minister 
for Immigration and Border Protection under 
opposition leader Bill Shorten. He had his 
portfolio changed after the 2016 election, 
becoming Shadow Minister for Defence. He 
was formally endorsed as deputy to Anthony 
Albanese on 30 May, and selected the 
portfolio of Defence in the shadow cabinet. 
Following a shadow cabinet reshuffle in 
January 2021, he was placed in charge of a 
new "super portfolio" relating to recovery 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, encompassing 
a "broad brief across national reconstruction, 
jobs, skills, small business and science". As 
Deputy Leader of the ALP he selected Defence 
as his portfolio in the new government. 
 

New Minister for Veteran Affairs  

& Defence Personnel 
Before Federal Politics Matthew Keogh 
worked with a leading international law firm 
in Perth. He specialised in corporate crime 
including regulatory work, anti-bribery and 
corruption. Prior to this Matt worked as a 
Federal Prosecutor, prosecuting corporate 
crime. He was first elected in the 2016 federal 
election as the first member for the newly 
created Division of Burt in the south eastern 
suburbs of Perth, the capital of Western 
Australia and was Labor's Shadow Minister for 
Defence Industry, and Assisting for Small & 
Family Business. 

  Reaction to the Government’s 

Appointments 
The removal of veteran affairs from cabinet to 
an outer ministry indicates a serious 
downgrading of the importance of veterans in 
eyes of this government. This is further 
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reinforced when looking at the profiles of the 
Ministers for Defence Personnel and Veteran 
Affairs which show no prior involvement or 
interest in these areas from the new 
ministers. In addition, the fact that these 
appointments were awarded to MPs without 
a history of involvement with either veterans 
or serving ADF members is due in part to a 
failure of the national veteran organisations’ 
leadership to effectively represent their 
communities to the Federal Parliament. 

          

Opposition Defence Spokesman 
 
Andrew Hastie was first elected to the House 

of Representatives in 
2015 as the Federal 
Member for Canning and 
was the Assistant Minister 
for Defence in the 
Morrison Government. 
He began his primary 
education at Ashbury 
Public School but from 
year 5 he attended The 

Scots College in Sydney, completing his Higher 
School Certificate in 2000. Intending to 
become a journalist, Hastie began a Bachelor 
of Arts in History, Politics and Philosophy at 
the Kensington Campus of University of New 
South Wales in 2001, and also joined the 
University of New South Wales Regiment as a 
part-time reservist. He completed his second 
year before transferring to the Australian 
Defence Force Academy in Canberra in 2003. 
He finished his bachelor's degree in 2004 then 
his honours year in 2005, where his final 
thesis examined Charles Bean's official history 
of the Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps. He was commissioned as Lieutenant 
from December and was posted in 2007 to the 
2nd Cavalry Regiment (Australia) of the Royal 
Australian Armoured Corps, based in 
Palmerston, Northern Territory. Hastie 
commanded a cavalry troop in 2008, before it 
was deployed in Afghanistan the following 
year. Hastie was first deployed to Afghanistan 
with Mentoring Task Force Two where he 

commanded a troop of Australian Light 
Armoured Vehicles. In July 2010, Hastie was 
assigned to 1 SAS Squadron in May 2012 
which was deployed to Port Moresby to 
support the Papua New Guinea Defence Force 
during a general election. From February to 
July 2013, Hastie was deployed to Afghanistan 
as an SASR officer with Special Operations 
Task Group Rotation XIX, largely targeting 
Taliban forces in partnership with other 
Afghan forces. Hastie was deployed in 2014 
and 2015 to an intelligence role in the Middle 
East-based role countering ISIL as an 
Operations Officer for Operation Gallant 
Phoenix. Hastie resigned from the ADF in 
August 2015 after announcing his candidacy 
for the 2015 Canning by-election. 
Between 2017 and 2020, Andrew was the 
Chair of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on 
Intelligence and Security and was the Assistant 
Defence Minister in the Morrison 
Government. 

 

Opposition Spokesman for Veteran Affairs & 

Defence Personnel 

 

Barnaby Joyce served as the 17th deputy 
prime minister of Australia under Malcolm 
Turnbull from 2016 to 2018 and under Scott 
Morrison from 2021 to 2022. He was the 
leader of the National Party of Australia. He 
was born in Tamworth, New South Wales, and 
is a graduate of the University of New 
England. In 1999, he set up an accountancy 
practice in St George, Queensland. Joyce was 
elected to the Australian Senate at the 2004 
federal election. He became the National 
Party's Senate leader in 2008. At the 2013 
election, he transferred to the House of 
Representatives, winning the rural seat of 
New England in New South Wales. He served 
with the Army Reserve from 1996 to 2001.               
 

RSL SUB BRANCH NEWS 
Now Fully Open 

We are now back to full operations however 
like most hospitality venues we sometimes 
struggle to provide services to members due 



61 

 

 to staff shortages. Happily, most of our staff 
members have remained with us during the 
difficult COVID times but they like many of the 
rest of us have on occasions caught the virus 
and have had to isolate. 
 

Veteran Fitness Engagement 
The VFE ‘boxersize’ programme now has a 
solid core of regulars who are enjoying the 
activity and the opportunity to engage with 
each other over a meal afterwards. New 
participants are always welcome and the 
programme is free for participants. 

The program is scheduled on Wednesday 
nights @ 1830-1930hrs. 

 

 

 

Virtual Gaming & 
Board Games 

 
Into virtual gaming or 
board games? Come 
along and join in on 
Friday nights at the 
Ringwood RSL. 

OCULUS hire is available on Friday Board 
Game Nights 5.30pm to late. 

 

Royal Commission into Defence and 

Veteran Suicide 
Chair of the Royal Commission welcomed the 
appointment of the new Ministers for 
Defence, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, and 
Assistant Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—this 
should sharpen the nation’s focus on the 
terrible toll of suicide in the Defence 
community. He welcomed the opportunity to 
engage with the new Government and inform 
the Ministers of progress. “Our hope is this 
inquiry will be a catalyst for change when our 
recommendations are developed and 
implemented,”  Commissioner Kaldas said. 
The Royal Commission into Defence and 
Veteran Suicide will provide its interim report 
to the Governor-General in August. 
 
Future hearings scheduled: for 2022: 
Hearing Block 5, Townsville, from 20 June  
Hearing Block 6, Hobart, from 1 August  
Hearing Block 7, Darwin, from 17 October  
 
The Commission has received more than 
1,500 submissions so far. 

Redevelopment of our Property 

Design work continues for the new Sub 
Branch premises within the new complex. The 
overall layout for the Sub Branch is pretty 
much agreed with the fit-out arrangements 
being designed by the architects in conjunc-
tion with the manager as part of the overall 
design. 
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Editor’s Note: 

 

The RAE Association—Victoria has 

received significant support from the 

Ringwood RSL.  Members have 

benefited from the club’s services 

including its welfare support service.  

The Association thanks the sub branch 

for its ongoing support and wishes it a 

smooth transition into the new 

premises. I especially thank the 

President for his support of this 

magazine. 

The matter of how the Sub Branch is able to at 
least provide limited hospitality services dur-
ing construction is the subject of complex le-
gal advice from one of the top legal practition-
ers in Victoria which both the developer and 
Committee are now considering. Veteran sup-
port and welfare Services will be able to be 
provided without significant disruption as the 
Maroondah City Council has committed to 
provide office space in a municipal facility 
while onsite facilities are being constructed. 

The developer is presently finalising the plan-
ning application which will be submitted in the 
near future. 
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This article covers the history and story behind a clasp 
knife used during the Boer War 1899-1902.   
 
Although the article  relates to a soldier in the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery, it is appropriate to include in Sap-
per Summit. Firstly, as Engineers and Artillery  use the 
same motto "UBIQUE", and secondly from the knife's 
introduction in 1872  until the Boer War it was only 
issued to the The Royal Engineers. 
 
In 1872 the British War Department issued what was a 
new pattern clasp knife for the army. This knife was 
initially only issued to the Royal Engineers (1). It wasn’t 
until just prior to the Boer War that the knife was more 
widely issued to other units, both Mounted and 
Dismounted troops, such as the Royal Artillery. 
 
This clasp knife measured 8.5 inches (216 mm) in length 
when the blade was deployed, the knife had a sheep’s-
foot blade measuring 3.5 inches (89 mm). The scales 
(handle) were cow horn or possibly buffalo horn with a 
copper shackle for attaching to a lanyard or belt clip, 
with a steel bolster and marline spike. The marline 
spike was very often blunted by the Mounted troops 
and used as a hoof pick. 
 
Whilst officially referred to as a “clasp knife with 
marline spike and lanyard” (1) they became known as 
the Boer War Jack knife. It is generally held that the 
name jack Knife came about as the same pattern knife 
was used by farmers and other trade people that may 
have been employed in several trades, hence the name 
jack of all trades. Therefore, the clasp knife became 
known as a jack knife. 
 
As was often the practice the service number of the 
soldier was inscribed on the scales of the knife. In this 
case 20655 Royal Artillery (R.A.). Official issue knives 

also carried the makers name on the mark side of the 
tang and War Department marking W/|\D generally 
followed by an inspector’s numeric number i.e., W/|\D 
5 on the pile side of the tang of the knife. 
 
The jack knife shown below was issued to 20655 Harry 
Walker, R.A. presumably on enlistment on the 17th  of 
June 1897. Harry’s birthplace was listed as Parish of 
Downham Market, near the town of Lynn Regis (now 
King’s Lynn) in the County of 
Norfolk. 
 
He was aged 19 years and 8 
months and his trade listed as a 
Farrier. Harry, with his unit the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery served 
in South Africa from the 13th of 
November 1899 until the 5th of 
September 1903. 
 
During his time in South Africa, he passed in classes of 
instructon as a Shoeing Smith on the 2nd of June 1902
(2). His records show he was issued with the following 
clasps to his King’s South Africa Medal for service in the 
following campaigns: “Cape Colony” “Transvaal” 
“Tugela Heights” & “Relief of Ladysmith”. Harry married 
on the 19.5.1908. He continued to serve until the 16th   

of June 1913. Further research is under way on Harry’s 
life. 
 
Regarding the Jack knife there is photographic evidence 
that the jack knife may have continued to be issued to 
the Royal Artillery in the early stages of World War One, 
although more research is required to establish 
whether that was the case, or perhaps the knives issued 
to soldiers in the Royal Artillery during the Boer War 
were simply carried by the same soldiers when they 
later served in the Royal Artillery in World War One. 

British Boer War Jack Knife 1899-1902  
 By Kevin Coleman   

Number 1 in a series  covering military issue clasp knives issued to British and Australian  troops.   
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References; 

1.Lawrie Wilson, Collector Note “Clasp Knives of the 
Boer War” page 2 
2.British Army Service Records 1760-1915  
http;//search. find my past.com.co.uk 
3. Photo of “Harry Walker’s” knife is from the author’s 
collection 

 
This Jack knife issued to Harry Walker was made by 
Hunter, Sheffield, England. Hunter was one of many 
companies that made this pattern clasp knife for the 
War Department. This example only has the War 
Department marking W/|\D on the pile side of the 
tang. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the Royal Regiment of Artillery for their 

Recent research at Australia's Griffith University has 

indicated that ceramic containers unearthed near Jeru-

salem may be evidence of an ancient form of fragmen-

tation grenade used in the Crusades. Many of the con-

tainers have been shown to have contained medicinal 

materials or oils, but some have traces of flammable 

and possibly explosive material. This is consistent with 

contemporary reports from Crusaders who recalled 

objects thrown at them which produced loud noises 

and bright flashes of light. The material examined is 

likely not black powder (though this had been intro-

duced from China by this time) but a locally developed 

explosive. Research continues. 

 

Interestingly, toward the end of World War 2, the Japa-

nese war industry, facing desperate shortages of metals 

for weapons, began producing ceramic hand grenades. 

These were produced in vast numbers and issued to 

civil defence and reservist organisations, as well as to 

front line troops. The shape, size and colour of the 

shells varied with the manufacturer, but they had a 

simple 5-second fuse with a detonator attached, and a 

Ancient Hand Grenades? Maybe. 
striking mechanism similar to a match and striker which 

was protected by a rubber cover. 
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WELFARE and SUPPORT 
Sapper Summit recognizes the demands 

placed on individuals through their military 

service.  Through Sapper Summit, the RAE 

Association (Vic) aims to provide information 

to the Sapper Community on support and 

welfare services available both locally and 

nationally.  The Association also aims to 

promote welfare, well being awareness and 

education.  

Members have suggested the following 

support services. 
 

https://soldieron.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09f8ec08613b5a4dde7f1aec7&id=96a0c2fabb&e=4b3f06c3d2
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SOLDIER ON 
“Supporting Our Wounded Warriors” 

Visit:  www.soldieron.org.au 

RAE Association (Vic) is a proud supporter of  

SOLDIER ON 

Association Shirts & Caps Available to Order 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Soft Shell” jackets 

and white 

Association caps 

are now in stock.  

Check the 

merchandise page 

on our web site. 

(model not 

included) Jackets 

$90 

MERCHANDISE 
RAE Association—Victoria merchandise is 

constantly changing.  To check our current 

offerings and to order, please visit our web 

site: 
www.raevictoria.com With many events and excursions 

bound to resume as COVID 19 restrictions ease, dress the 

part in your association’s shirts, caps and jackets. 

RAE Association—Vic fleece jackets 

$50 and matching beanies $15 now 

available. 

New!  Sleeveless Fleece—for 

those in-between days  

$45 

http://www.soldieron.org.au
http://www.soldieron.org.au
http://www.raevictoria.com
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About the RAE Association (Victoria) Inc 

 
Vision Statement 

 

The Royal Australian Engineers Association (Victoria) Incorporated will be the most relevant and recognized Sapper 

Association in Victoria with substantial membership and an enhanced profile and standing within the serving and 

retired sapper community. 

 

Mission Statement 

 

To promote the wellbeing and betterment of our members along with serving and retired sappers by the provision 

of a collegiate sapper association that values and promotes comradeship, esprit de corps, service identity and tra-

ditions. 

 

Objectives 

 

•Increase the Association's membership. 

•Develop the capacity of the Association to communicate with the serving and retired sapper community through 

the enhancement of the Association's journal "Sapper Summit" and through an internet presence. 

•Establish and enhance the relevance of the Association to all sappers - serving and retired. 

•Undertake the research and recording of sapper history in Victoria. 

•Provide sappers with an organized identity for participation in ANZAC Day and other commemorative events. 

•Promote the achievements of 22 Engineer Regiment and those of its members. 

•Disseminate information relating to sapper events and activities. 

•Recognize and acknowledge excellence and achievement within the sapper community. 

•Provide and promote awareness of welfare issues and resources relevant to service personnel. 

•Promote mateship. 

•Promote esprit de corps between all members of the sapper family. 

•Maintain and promote the traditions and achievements of the Australian Defence Force in general and the Royal 

Australian Engineers in particular. 

•Seek continual improvement in administrative practices to ensure members receive optimal value for the mem-

bership fees and donations. 

•Liaise with and develop co-operative working arrangements with like organizations and associations. 

•Formally develop succession planning for key appointments within the Association. 

• Raise funds to support these objectives and other Association priorities that may arise from time to time 
 
For full details and news about the Association’s projects and events, or to download an application form click on:  

 

www.raevictoria.com 

You can request an application form from: 
The Secretary 

RAE Association Victoria Inc 
PO Box 246 

RINGWOOD EAST  VIC  3135 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raevictoria.com
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Join Us—Royal Australian Engineers Association (Vic) Inc 

Membership Categories 

 

 

 
 

 

1.     Ordinary Members and Associate Members (members who support the Association but do 

not meet service membership criteria) who pay their subscriptions by 1st of January receive a 

receipt. 

 

2.     Concessional Life Membership.  A member, who upon reaching the age of 65years (prior to 

1st of January of the membership year) may elect to make a one off payment equal to ten times 

the annual subscription for an Ordinary Member.  Such members will be granted Concessional 

Life Membership with no further fees being payable.  They will receive a letter from the 

Committee to confirm the granting of this category of membership. 

 

3.     Complimentary Life Membership.  A member who has made a significant contribution to the 

Association either by way of a substantial financial or memorabilia donation, maybe awarded a 

Complementary Life Membership together with a letter from the committee confirming the 

granting of this membership. 

 

4.     Honorary Life Membership.  Members over the age of 80 will be awarded Honorary Life 

Membership in recognition of their age status and contribution to both the community and the 

Corps.  They will receive a letter from the committee confirming the granting of this 

membership. 

 

5.     Honorary Life Membership.  Members who have made and outstanding contribution to the 

Association will be awarded Honorary Life Membership together with a framed certificate 

confirming the granting of this membership. 

 

In categories 3 and 5, nominations are to be submitted to the committee with supporting 

justification and documentation.  Nominations will be considered n a case by case basis. 

 

Membership of the RAE Association Victoria costs $25 per year with subscriptions due on 1 

January each year. All members will receive an electronic copy of each issue Sapper Summit, the 

magazine of the Association. Hard copies will be available to members without email.  Members 

can choose to receive coloured, hard copies in addition to their e-copies for an additional 

subscription fee.  Contact the Secretary for details. 

 

Applicants over the age of 65 may elect to pay ten times the annual fee to receive lifetime 

membership. Fees are not required from applicants over the age of 80.  
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Jim Davis 

Honorary Secretary 

28 Ireland Avenue 

WANTIRNA SOUTH, Vic 3152   E-mail: jdavis01@bigpond.net.au 

 

(Signed application can be emailed as above or alternatively a hard signed copy posted to the Secretary) 

 

**SURNAME: _____________________________________      

 

**GIVEN NAMES:   __________________________________________ 

 

#PREFERRED NAME ______________________________________ 

 

**DATE OF BIRTH:      /          /         #NAME OF PARTNER/NOK:  ________________________________ 

 

**YOUR ADDRESS & P/CODE: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

**PHONE:  (H):_______________________ (W):____________________        

(M):______________________  

 

**E-MAIL:____________________________ 

 

#REGIMENTAL/PMKEYS No.______________________       #RANK: ________________________________ 

 

#APPROXIMATE DATES OF SERVICE              /         /        TO           /        / 

 

**AWARDS/DECORATIONS HELD: ________________________________________________ 

 

#DETAILS OF SERVICE AND UNITS (any approximate dates would be useful) 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ _______________ _____________ __________________________ 

If more space is needed please use back of form. 

 

**CURRENT OCCUPATION/PROFESSION: ____________________________________________________ 

** Mandatory information required for compliance and management purposes. 

 # Optional information but would be helpful if provided 

 

**SIGNED: ____________________________________________          /         / 

 

Wish to become a member of The Royal Australian Engineers Association of Victoria Incorporated (RAE Association (Vic) Inc.). In 

the event of my admission as a member, I agree to: 

Support the purposes of the Association. 

Comply with the Constitution of the Association. 

Note:  Under the Application for Membership clause in the Association Constitution, a person who wishes to join the Associa-

tion must submit a signed written application to a committee member, and agree to the two items 1 & 2 listed above. 

Constitution is readily available on the Association’s website (www.raevictoria.asn.au) or by contacting the Secretary 

Partner/NOK – (optional)  information would be of assistance as an alternative point of contact for the member 

Dates of Service, Service & Units served (optional) - would assist in understanding your service history and confirm your qualifica-

tion for membership. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FEE FOR 2022 HAS BEEN SET AT $25.00 AND IS PAYABLE NOW WITH YOUR APPLICATION. ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY AT THE AGM. PAYMENT CAN BE MADE BY CHEQUE OR DIRECT CREDIT (see be-

low). SHOULD YOU WISH TO MAKE A DONATION, REGARDLESS OF THE AMOUNT, IT WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED AND AL-

LOW THE ASSOCIATION TO CONTINUE ITS WORK WITH IMPORTANT PROJECTS   Payment can now be made by electronic 

transfer. Please use the details below and during the transfer ensure that you show your name  in the reference box.     

Show here that you sent subs/donation electronically on        /          /     and amount $        .  

 

BANK – Bendigo Bank:  BSB 633000 - Account No 192355444 - Account Name: RAE Association (Vic) Inc. 

                                                                                                              

    APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

RAE ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC     

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP     

mailto:jdavis01@bigpond.net.au
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