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From the President’s Desk. 

Information about the Australian Army Museums Network, of the Australian 
Army History Unit (AAHU). 

The Network is a collection of Regional and Corps Museums located country-
wide under command of the AAHU in Canberra. 

It presents a diverse range of military memorabilia tracing Australia’s 
involvement in both war and peacekeeping operations, from colonial times to the 
present day.  

The Fort Queenscliff Army Museum is a ‘regional museum’ in the Australian 

AAHU Network. 

Museums of the Australian Army are in every state of Australia. The Army’s 
Regional Museums are in most state capitals and some regional areas. Most of the 
Corps Museums are with Army schools responsible for the training of the skills 
required by the individual corps of the Army. According to the AAHU “we must have 

an Australian Army that knows and understands its history and is proud of its 
heritage. This experience is an essential tool for shaping the Army’s future 
development while ensuring it retains the characteristics which have earned it the 
trust and confidence of the Australian community”. 

The mission of the AAHU is to serve the Army by assisting it to meet its goals 

by promoting the study and understanding of Army’s history and traditions within 
Army, and also by utilizing Army’s rich heritage to foster continued good standing 
with the community. 

The goals of the AAHU are to promote the collection, preservation, 
presentation and interpretation of Army’s cultural heritage as an integral part of the 
nation’s heritage, and secondly to assist in the ongoing development of sound 
relations between Army and the Australian community by nurturing the community’s 
continuing interest in the Army’s past achievements. 

General Information. The AAHU publishes books and articles concerning the 
Australian Army’s history. These have two themes; Biographies and Issues. Details 
of these books are available online at www.army.gov.au/ahu/books.asp. 

 
Regards and best wishes for the festive season to Friends of the Fort from 

 Lieutenant Colonel David Millie Rtd. MBE.    President FQHA Inc.       
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The Restoration continues at Fort Queenscliff. 
Recently we have taken steps to replace the carriages supporting two of our muzzle loading 

cannons.  The carriages, previously refurbished by the Geelong TAFE, were made of soft wood 

and once more were in a severe state of decay, and if kept 

would have seen the Cannons end up crushing the carriages 

and becoming a hazard to the viewing public.  

The new carriages support one of the two 64 pounder 

Rifled Muzzle Loading Cannon circa 1838 and a 32 pounder 

Smooth Bore Cannon (c.1810). 

The 64 Pounder along with a twin cannon came from the 

HMS NELSON when she came to Australia in 1868. They were 

offered by Britain to the colony of Victoria for our fledging navy. 

Later in 1898 as Federation approached the Victorian 

Government, in the hope of fostering national sentiment, gave 

the obsolete cannons to the City of Bendigo where they 

adorned the ‘Cascades’ Garden reserve (a series of streams 

and ponds).  

As a result of the impending Depression in the 1930s, 

Bendigo didn’t have the finances to continue the pumping of 

water around the ponds and used the cannons as fill for the 

Cascades water feature. During an archaeological dig 

in 1997, the cannons were recovered, restored, and 

eventually in 2005 permanently donated to the Fort 

Queenscliff Museum.  

The 32 Pounder Smooth Bore cannon was built in 

1810 and brought into service in 1838. During the 

Crimean War 1854 a number of these 32 pounder 

cannon were offered to the HMVS Victoria, a Colonial 

Victorian Naval vessel. After these cannons were 

nominated as obsolete this 32 Pounder was moved to 

the Fort and mounted on a land carriage as a training 

gun when HMVS Victoria was decommissioned 

The new carriages were reconstructed using 

original plans by MELCON Building Services (inc.) with 

the assistance of volunteers from the Royal Australian 

Engineers Association (VIC). The carriages are made of 

seasoned hardwood, and are now presented for photo 

opportunities in their original condition for many years to 

come. 

News and regards to all from Museum Manager Major Martin Gowling. 
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Above. SS Great Britain was restored and 
preserved in the 1970-80’s and can now be 

visited in Bristol, U.K. 

 
“The Rhoosians are Coming” or The Battle of Melbourne. 

by Andrew Dagg, volunteer at the Fort Queenscliff Library. 

On the 18th August 1854, while British and French troops were fighting the Russians in the Crimean 
War, the Steamship Great Britain arrived at the Heads with a total of between six and seven hundred 
passengers and crew. Unfortunately, this also included four people with smallpox and the ship was 
immediately directed to the Nepean Quarantine station where everyone was to remain for 21 days. (The 
diary of William Bray covering this period can be found online at the National Library of Australia).  

Upon completion of the quarantine period on the 7th September the SS Great Britain was released 
to steam to Hobson’s Bay, setting the scene for the events described below in the                            
Melbourne Morning Herald on the 8th September 1854. 

“The most glorious unintentional hoax that has ever been 
perpetrated in this part of the world came off last night. 
About 9 o’clock the discharge of cannons in the Bay 
attracted the attention of the numerous promenaders who 
were availing themselves of the fine moonlight night to 
view fair Melbourne aright. Presently, the ascent of several 
rockets stimulated the prevailing excitement to a higher 
pitch, and the exclamation, ‘The Russians!’ was passed 
from mouth to mouth. The cannonading was renewed, and 
windows were thrown up, and heads poked out with eager 
eyes to watch the rockets, and long ears to listen to the 
firing. One man knew the sound of shotted guns too well to 
be deceived -another was certain from experience that the 
last discharge was a broadside, while a third brought up the 
astounding intelligence that a particular friend of his, 
whose word was as good as his bond, had himself seen two 
of the frigates belonging to the Russian Squadron going 
round the Bay sinking every ship that lay at anchor! 
Presently, a number of irregular cavalry began to gallop 
along the Sandridge Road towards the Bay and a large 
body of infantry - many of whom were armed with sticks, 
umbrellas, pick-handles, etc. - followed in the line of march, 
bearing themselves steadily onward with undaunted mien! 

Prince’s Bridge was lined with gazers, who only differed in 
opinion as to the number of guns carried by the Russian 
Squadron, while a voluble gentleman - whose claim to 
attention appeared to rest upon the fact that his father, 

when a boy had been to Odessa - secured a large auditory to listen to the theory of Russian war tactics. 
Meantime, the alarm having spread to high quarters, the Colonial Secretary Sir Robert Nickle was called 
out, and he and other distinguished public characters rushed hither and thither in a state bordering upon 
frenzy. Bugles were sounding, drums were beating, and the soldiers in the barracks were hurriedly got 
under arms, and stood ready waiting orders to proceed to the scene of action.” 
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Continuing -  “The Rhoosians are Coming”  

  
The Argus on Saturday 9th September 1854 was more considered in its coverage. 

THE BATTLE OF MELBOURNE. The battle in Hobson's Bay will be a memorable one - it was the triumph of 
liberty over the smallpox. Melbourne patriots had not much fear of the latter, and ought to be admirers of 
the former. It was the first time that liberty had been pitted against disorder. The Misses Nelson have been 
fairly beaten. Their "Russians in Melbourne" attracted crowded houses, but on Thursday night, the report 
that the real “Rooshians" had come, emptied houses. 

Reports of cannon were heard in the Bay; rockets were sent up; the Argus office was besieged by a 
multitude of enquirers, and the word in everybody's month was "the Russians are come!" It turned out, as 
we mentioned yesterday, that the Great Britain had been released from quarantine, and was celebrating 
the occasion by a discharge of cannon and rockets, perhaps excusable under the circumstances. Still there 
was a great deal to be observed amongst the people of Melbourne on Thursday night. The streets were 
crowded, numbers passed the bridge with guns on their shoulders, a very great amount of excitement 
prevailed, and there was an earnestness in the manner of men which tells of determination.  

Many will laugh at it now, but there were very significant indications given by this doubtful alarm, that 
should ever the people be called upon to act in their defence, they would do it manfully. Perhaps the best of 
the joke was to see the Colonial Secretary riding at full gallop over the bridge, having, we presume, ridden 
to Sandridge, to find out that the Great Britain had come up from the Heads. 

No; there was a better joke than that. We shall always respect the native youth, who, in trudging towards 
the Beach, with an air of patriotic resolution exclaimed, "Won't the Argus come out strong in a leader about 
'our defences'." We have not the slightest intention of making a serious matter of this business. The simple 
fact we have already stated, and any attempt to make this celebration of the release of the Great Britain an 
offence is absurd. True, there is a penalty fixed by law for the firing of cannon in the Bay, but in this 
instance the vessels obtained permission to do it from the Harbor Master, and without any stipulation as to 
the time when it was to be allowed. 

Thus began and ended the "Battle of Melbourne", nobody having been killed and nobody wounded. 

Looking back I wonder how much influence this played on the government and people of Melbourne to 
push for greater defences and assistance in organising them. The latter being forthcoming in the shape of 
Captain Peter Scratchley R.E. and his report of 1860, leading to the construction of numerous shore 
batteries, and ultimately Fort Queenscliff. 

Article by Andrew Dagg – Volunteer at Fort Queenscliff Library. 
 
References: 
William Bray (1854). Lying quarantine in Great Britain. Available at https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-
2340902687/view (NB: a readable typed copy is available from image 15 onwards) 
Melbourne Morning Herald, in Wilson P Evans, (1971), Deeds not Words. Melbourne: The Hawthorn Press, 
p. 30. 
Domestic Intelligence, (9 October 1854) ‘Domestic Intelligence: The Battle of Melbourne, The Argus, 
available at 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4797437?searchTerm=Great%20Britain%20smallpox 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2340902687/view
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2340902687/view
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4797437?searchTerm=Great%20Britain%20smallpox
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Part 4 of The Easter Volunteer and Militia Encampments (cont. from 

newsletter Sept. 2021).  Story by Friend of the Fort David Connoley. 

Federation in 1901 saw the end of the 

colonial forces. However, colonial forces 

were already engaged in war. The Boer 

War that began in 1899 for colonial troops 

was in flight. 16,000 Australian troops had 

been engaged and losses and casualties 

approached over 600 including the death of 

Lt. Colonel Charles Umphelby, a former 

commandant of Fort Queenscliff.  In 1904, 

it is announced that a largo artillery camp 

was to be held in Queenscliff at the end of 

January. It was to last a week and entirely 

confined to the permanent and militia 

garrison artillery troops; but officers of all 

arms of the service were invited. 

It was reported: ‘As the expense of the 

Easter camps is largely augmented, by the 

cost of railway travelling, it is intended to 

have local camps at Bendigo and Ballarat 

for the local infantry forces only, and at 

Langwarrin for the metropolitan militia 

infantry, rangers, Scotch Regiment, field 

artillery and cadets. In response to a 

request from Mr. Crouch, M.P., that a local 

camp should be held at Geelong, the State 

Commandant has replied that the district 

would be served by the ordinary Easter 

camp at Queenscliff and the Heads, at 

which all the garrison artillery from 

Melbourne, Geelong and Queenscliff, and 

the militia and permanent submarine 

engineers would assemble. The biggest 

military effort would be at Lancefield 

Junction, where the whole of the 

Australian Light Horse of this State would 

be exercised, and probably some from 

Tasmania; whilst the mounted infantry 

officers from all over the Commonwealth 

would be invited, and a special and entirely 

novel for both officers and men. It would 

be the greatest effort ever made in 

Australia to carry out the principles of 

instruction steadily pursued since the 

Transvaal war. Asked by Mr. Crouch when 

a Federal camp would be established, 

General Gordon would make no promise to 

hold it at Geelong, but said that a Federal 

camp would, if the expense of transport 

could be overcome, be held, probably at 

Albury, in the Easter of 1904.’ 

1907 saw further changes to the 

encampments and training locations. 

‘Under the new scheme of Easter training 

the whole of the garrison forces have been 

brought into active co-operation. Last year 

the Scottish Regiment, the Rangers and the 

Senior Cadets, now known as the Rifles, 

were attached to the field force at 

Langwarrin, although in actual warfare 

these corps would be required to act in 

conjunction with the Garrison Artillery and 

Engineers at the Heads. With the 

abandonment of Langwarrin as a camping 

ground, it was decided to revise the whole 

Easter system, with the result that small 

encampments of garrison troops are dotted 

about all over the mainland near the Heads. 

The main feature of the manoeuvres will 

be the repelling of an enemy which it is 

presumed will land a force at Barwon 

Heads, while the cruisers will make a dash 

through the Heads at Queenscliff. The 

troops are now camped in readiness for this 

engagement, which is timed to take place 

on Monday. Colonel Hall, V.D., who is in 

command of the full garrison forces, has 

his head- quarters at Marcus Hill with the 

course of training would be gone through  
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with following troops: — 

Scottish Regiment, 243 

officers and men, under Major Linton; 

Rangers, 300 officers and men, under 

Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, and 11 

members of the corps of Signallers. The 

outlying camps are: - Marconi, two miles 

from Queenscliff, Swan Island, Point 

Nepean. Eagle's Nest, Portsea and South 

Channel. The commanding officer of each 

detachment will conduct the daily 

operations of the troops under his 

command and combine under the direct 

orders of Colonel Hall in Mondays defence 

tactics. The troops encamped at head- 

quarters occupy a large paddock adjacent 

to Marcus railway station. The advance 

parties spent'. a long day on Thursday 

erecting tents and arranging the camp. The 

main body arrived in the brilliant 

moonlight between midnight and 1 a.m. 

and were "played in" by the respective 

bands. Little sleep was allowed the troops, 

as the reveille sounded at 6 a.m., and for an 

hour they were engaged in squad and 

company drill. Other elementary work, 

such as battalion and brigade drill, 

followed on a rather heavy parade ground 

in an adjoining paddock. The Rangers, 

consisting of infantry companies from 

country districts all over Victoria, find it 

valuable to be brought together once a year 

to be trained in combined strength even in 

elementary drill, but for the Scottish 

Regiment, which is drawn from the 

metropolis, and has frequent opportunities 

for meeting on the parade ground, this 

class of work is mere child's play. Fully 

alive to the advantages of field work, 

Colonel Hall arranged an excellent course 

of instruction for the afternoon, scouting 

and skirmishing work forming the chief 

features. According to the scheme the 

troops were to advance as a convoy in the 

enemy’s country while the enemy's scouts 

were on the watch to ambush them. A 

company of the Scottish Regiment under 

Captain Joyce, representing the scouts, was 

posted in scrub, near the junction of the 

Queenscliff and Ocean Grove roads. The 

convoy under Colonel Williams, then 

marched along the road from Marcus Hill, 

and halted a mile out while the screen 

under Major Linton, pressed forward to the 

enemy. So cautiously did they move the 

convoy remained halted for fully an hour 

and a large section of Captain Joyce’s men 

doubled round left and made for the main 

army.’ Except however, in warfare such as 

that indulged in by the Boers advantage of 

this flanking movement was not quite 

apparent.   A dozen dismounted men could 

hardly be expected to do as much harm to a 

large force.’ 

‘Colonel Hall’s staff consists of Major T. 

F. Umphelby, Captains E. V. Waters, N. 

Morrison, A. L. Lloyd, T. T. Downie, 

Sergeant Major James and Quarter Master-

Sergeant Blaker. It is expected that Mr. S. 

Mauger, M.P, representing the 

Commonwealth Government will visit the 

camp on Saturday. The whole of the troops 

will attend church parade in Queenscliff on 

Sunday.’ 

1912 saw Lieutenant Bolton with a small 

detail of men from the Australian Army 

Service Corps arranging a camp in the park 

between the two steamboat piers. The main 

body of troops who intended undergoing 

the eight days Easter training arrived by 

boat and train. A naval encampment also 

took place at Swan Island.  

Two years later Australia was at war. The 

first shot of World War One had been fired 

from Point Nepean at the SS Pfalz going 
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out through the Heads. 

Soon troop loads would be 

heading out through the Heads to the 

Middle East, Gallipoli and the bloody 

fields of France.  

End of the story by Friend of the Fort David Connoley 

 

Story from Australian Nurses Medical 
Centre. Sister Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy 

Rank - Sister Nursing Corps 

Service Number - SX10596  

Unit  - 2/4 Casualty Clearing Station of the AANS 

Cause of Death - Killed in Action (Murdered - 

POW of Japan) 

Place of Death - Bangka Island, Indonesia 

 Date of Death - 16 February 1942 . Age – 30. 

Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy, or Laine as she was known 

to her friends, born on 11th of January 1912 to 

Major Harry and Jane Balfour-Ogilvy of Renmark 

South Australia. 

 She trained at the Adelaide Children’s Hospital 

and completed her training in 1934 where she won the silver medal for her final results. 

 Sister Balfour-Ogilvy enlisted on the 13th of September1940. She was appointed to 

the 2/4 Casualty Clearing Station of the AANS and in February 1941 embarked on 

the Queen Mary bound for Singapore and Malaya. She worked with the 9th Field 

Ambulance and the 4th CCS in Lampai, South Jahore. She remained there until the 

inevitable fall of Singapore. She along with the remaining nurses would leave on the SS 

Vyner Brooke on the 12th of February 1942. 

When the fall of Singapore was imminent, most nurses were evacuated, but a few, 

including Laine assisted to the last before loading children and injured men onto a small 

coastal steamer, the SS Vyner Brooke. On the 14th February, Japanese planes bombed and 

sank the steamer. Lainie, who learned to swim in the Murray, swam to a rope trailing from a 

lifeboat and assisted and encouraged others. 

Several hours later, around eighty survivors including Lainie had reached shore. She 

and twenty one other nurses tended to the needy. Two days later, the group had split and 

those that remained decided to surrender. They were met by Japanese soldiers who took the 

men for execution behind a bluff. The nurses were then made to walk into the sea, and as 

they did were shot from behind. Nurse Bullwinkle was wounded but feigned death and was 

the only survivor. 

Elaine Balfour-Ogilvy is still commemorated at Renmark S.A.; her hometown. 

Article submitted by Evan Donohue – researcher at Fort Queenscliff 

Library. 
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ACTION ABROAD IN 1900  – THE BOER WAR OR THE BOXER REBELLION? 

During the nineteenth century the major European powers 

compelled the reluctant Chinese Empire to start trading with them. 

Throughout 1899 the ‘Righteous and Harmonious Fists’ and other 

militant societies combined in a campaign against Westerners and 

Westernised Chinese. Missionaries and other civilians were killed, 

women were raped, and European property was destroyed. By March 

1900 the uprising spread beyond the secret societies, and Western 

powers decided to intervene, partly to protect their nationals, but mainly 

to counter the threat to their territorial and trade ambitions. In 1900 in 

far-off China chaos reigned. An immense secret society-dubbed "The 

Boxers" had arisen. Tremendously powerful, well-armed and fanatical, 

backed by the Empress 

Dowager herself, the 

rebels launched a 

campaign of terror aimed 

at the expulsion from 

China of all foreigners 

and foreign influence.  

Riots took place in many 

parts, legations were 

besieged, missionaries 

murdered. 

 Especially "Boxerism" 

was aimed at the "British 

clique".  

Photo left: The fortified 

balcony of the British 

minister's house with a 

nordenfelt machine gun 

crew and a rifleman 

ready for action behind 

the sandbags during the 

siege of foreign legations 
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in the boxer rebellion. 

The multi-national troops saw massacre, unrest, rioting and typical 

Eastern cruelty among the Boxers and inhabitants. 

Australians were included in the force known as "The Tientsin 

Column", and in addition to the company of troops they carried 

supplementary armament in the form of two Maxim and one 12-pounder 

naval gun. Numerically stronger than the Peking force, this column 

comprised elements of artillery, engineers, pioneers, cavalry and 

infantry, British, German, French, Italian and Australian. Truly a mixed 

gathering! 

In Victoria, volunteers were called from the naval forces serving in 

Cerberus and the Victorian 

Naval Brigade, Militia. 

 As with the other 

Australian contingents (and 

much of the rest of the 

international force) the 

Victorians did not see much 

action--but witnessed 

barbaric excesses by both 

sides; including the 

beheadings of captured 

Boxers by Japanese 

Officers (photo left). 

The Australian forces 

helped to restore civil order, 

which involved shooting (by firing squad) Chinese caught setting fire to 

buildings or committing other offences against European property or 

persons.  

When the Australian China Contingent arrived home they had seen 

little of the expected active campaigning, but the presence of Australians 

on such a remote stage as North China produced what was termed "an 

excellent political effect". "They were an object lesson in patriotism which 

inspired all parts of the British Empire." 
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Photo above Williamstown, Vic. 1900. Group portrait of the Victorian 

Naval Contingent that went to China for the Boxer Rebellion. They were 

paraded at the barracks at Williamstown for a `photo-call' before they 

embarked on board the troopship Salamis. 

 The Contingent then sailed to Sydney to pick up the New South 

Wales contingent. The ropes laid out in the foreground are drag ropes 

for the field guns that they took to Hong Kong. Known to be in this group 

are: Officers: Commander F. Tickell, Captain from 28 December 1900; 

Lieutenant J. Biddlecombe; Gunner (Gnr) O. L. A. Burford; Gnr H. S. 

Claringbould; Gnr D. J. Inglis; Gnr R. Kearns; Gnr J. White; Chief 

Gunner E. G. Hayes; Gnr J. H. Marwood; Gnr J. A. Bates; Gnr W. 

Hearn.; Chief (Petty Officer) Armourer (Ch.Arm.) G. Prideaux; and the 

many other Naval Brigade Victorians pictured at Williamstown before 

embarkation. 
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All officers and men who were employed in North China and in the 

valley of the Yangtze Kiang between 11 June and 31 December 1900 

received the "China Medal 1900" 

 

 

Pictured above is the China Medal associated with the service of 

Able Seaman Signaller Andrew Currer with the Victorian Naval 

Contingent to the Boxer Rebellion. Currer was born in April 1873 in 

Richmond, Victoria, and joined the Victorian Navy in 1900. He travelled 

to China with the Victorian Contingent aboard the SS Salamis in July 

1900, and returned to Australia in April 1901 aboard the SS Chingtu. 

Currer later joined the Victorian Civil Service, and eventually rose to 

become head of the photographic branch at the Department of Lands. 

He was also, for a time, secretary of the Boxer Rebellion Contingent 

Association. Andrew Currer died in Richmond in 1942. 

By Evan Donohue, volunteer Researcher at Fort Queenscliff 

Library. 

 Article prepared from information in the public domain, including the 

AWM, the internet and the Defending Victoria website. 
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 Article found by Andrew Dagg, Library Researcher.   

…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Vale to absent friends. 

 It is with regret that we note the passing of the following Fort 
supporters.  Mrs. Norma Roddick, Colonel John Morcomb and 
Mr. Colin Cairns (Long term Treasurer Local RSL and 
supporter of Air Force Cadets.) 

 

SALT, Vol 2, No 6. Authorized Australian Army Education Journal. 

One hardly expects to find humour in a military textbook, but the 

following can be found in “The Army Manual of Hygiene and 

Sanitation 1934, reprinted with amendments 1939, Appendix 14 

page 248”. 

The Soapy Hand Method for Catching Mosquitoes. 

Two men do a barrack room or tent. One stirs the mosquitoes out 

of the dark corners with a stick. The other covers his hands 

copiously with soap and then catches the flying mosquitoes in the 

soap on his hands. Little skill or exertion is required. Intercompany 

competition may be introduced. The results are amazingly good 

and catches of over 400 mosquitoes a day from one barrack room 

have been made. 

By command of the Army Council – the War Office 31st January 

1935. 
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Continuing research into historic graves within the Fort Queenscliff Artillery 

reservation in the Queenscliff Cemetery. 
1897 UNTIMELY DEATH OF A YOUNG OFFICER.  

The Herald (Melbourne), Thursday 28 January 1897. 

We regret to record the death, last night, of Lieut. Andrew J. Stewart Templeton, of 
the Victorian Permanent Artillery. The deceased officer, who was in his thirtieth year, 
was the fourth son of the late William Templeton, at one- time police magistrate.  He 
obtained his commission in the Field Artillery on 27th June 1887, and was 
transferred to the Permanent in January, 1889. In May, 1895, he was seconded for 
service in West Australia, taking command of the Federal Garrison in the Fort at 
Albany. Unfortunately, while there, he was taken ill with pneumonia, and had to 
return to Victoria on sick leave, his death taking place at Tarana, Lewisham road, 
Windsor. The deceased, who was a most promising young officer, was very much 
liked in the service, and his loss will be regretted by all ranks of the "Permanent". 
The funeral, with the customary military honours, will take place at Queenscliff 
tomorrow afternoon. Officers who desire to attend may go by steamer to Queenscliff 
and arrive in time.  

Geelong Advertiser, 

 Monday 1 February 1897. 

Yesterday afternoon the remains 
of the late Lieut. A. J. S. 
Templeton, who died on 
Wednesday, were buried in the 
Queenscliff cemetery. The 
deceased, who was a very 
popular officer in the V.P.A., was 
for some time officer in charge of 
the Federal Fort at Albany 
(Western Australia), but returned 
from that place in May last, 
completely broken down in his 
health. The funeral was very 
largely attended, twenty officers 
coming from Melbourne in the 
steamer Ozone, to pay respect to 
the memory of the deceased. 
The funeral procession was fully 
half a mile in length. The Rev. 
Wilkinson, Church of England 
minister here, conducted the 
service at the grave. 
 

Photo: Lieutenant Andrew 
Templeton’s 1897 grave is in good condition in the Queenscliff cemetery. 
Article by Evan Donohue, researcher at Fort Queenscliff Library, as part of a 
special research team. 
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Dear Friend of the Fort, 

Our year draws to a close and you are requested to 
renew your annual subscription for 2022. 

Our subscription remains the same; 

 $30 for single, or $50 for a couple. 

 

Payment can be made by EFT to  

“Fort Queenscliff Museum” at Bendigo Bank  

BSB  633 000  Account number 132018813,  

or by cheque to  

“Fort Queenscliff Heritage Association” at King Street, 
Queenscliff 3225. 

Please include your “surname-2022 FOF” as a 
reference. 

 

Sometimes it is hard to think of a suitable Christmas gift 
for a special person. 

Perhaps you may wish to reward a friend with 
subscription to Fort Queenscliff Heritage Assoc.  

We can forward a written advice to your friend as a 
Christmas notice. 

 

 Enquiries please contact Liz by phone 03 52581488. 


