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FORT QUEENSCLIFF: ANZAC DAY 2022 COMMEMORATIONS. - By President David Millie. 

ANZAC Day in Australia and New Zealand commemorates the landing 
and operations in 1915, during World War 1, of the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) on the Gallipoli Peninsula, in modern day Turkey. 
The Commemoration of Anzac Day is a public expression of gratitude and 
reflection, which resonates to the present day. The Gallipoli campaign left 
more than 8,000 Australians dead and marks the beginning of the ANZAC 
Legend.  

This legend was poignantly put into words by Sir William Dean, Governor 
General on Anzac Day 1999. “Anzac Day is not merely about loss. It is about 
courage, and endurance, and duty, and love of country, and mate-ship, and 
good humour and the survival of a sense of self-worth and decency in the face 
of dreadful odds”. 

In this part of the Bellarine, on the day prior to Anzac Day, an 11am 
ARCARE Service was held in the ARCARE Centre, a recently introduced event 
organized by the Queenscliff Point Lonsdale RSL Sub-Branch.  

For Anzac Day the RSL Sub-Branch again organized three memorial 
services: the Queenscliff Dawn Service near the Bull Ring at the Rip View 
carpark, at the Cenotaph at Point Lonsdale and at Fort Queenscliff. Marches 
were held at Point Lonsdale and Queenscliff. 

Currently serving and former service members played a prominent role 
in participating in the commemorations, including Captain Vaughan Rixon RAN, 
Commodore Nicole Curtis RAN, Lt Col Alan Hunter and Mr. Phil Hassell, Flt Lt 
Mike Dare, 429 Sqn AAFC, RAAF and myself. Community members 
participating included Father Tim Gibson, Rick Aitchison, Pipe Major Craig 
Spriggins, Mr. Murray Elrington (Last Post), Rev Charles Gallacher, Private Zoe 
Summerfield, Mr. Alan Lindsay, Mrs. Lois Thom, Mr. Vickram CFA Rep, 
Professor Julian Millie (Last Post) and children from the three Primary Schools. 

To sum up Anzac Day is a unique Day of remembrance in Australia and 
New Zealand that broadly commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders 
who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations. Those 
on the home front are also remembered.  
Regards to Friends of the Fort from LT Col ®David Millie MBE. 
 President Fort Queenscliff Heritage Association. Chairman Friends of the Fort. 
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From the Museum Manager – Major Martin Gowling. 

Battle of Lone Pine Gallipoli - In memory of departed comrades. 

Photo. The Lone Pine landscape before 

the charge. The Pine tree was used as 

target practice. After the battle, one 

lone pine tree remained standing on this 

hill. This tree, a Pinus Brutia / Aleppo 

Pine, also called a Turkish Pine, is now 

remembered for the famous battle 

fought by ANZAC troops to capture 

this position. 

Some ANZAC Troops gathered seed 

cones and harvested the seeds. Trees 

propagated from the seeds are now 

growing at various locations in 

Australia and New Zealand. 

The Legacy Club Geelong planted an 

Aleppo Pine on 5 Nov 1978 in the 

grounds of Fort Queenscliff Vic. It is 

with a heavy heart that I must inform 

that the Aleppo Pine positioned near the 

Fort Queenscliff Guard Room is dying. 

The ground around the Pine has a fungus that has spread into the tree. It can’t be 

saved.  

However, all is not lost. The Fort has been able to obtain two Aleppo Pine 

saplings to replace the one we are losing.  They will arrive soon. These Pines 

have been grown from seed cones gathered from the original Aleppo Pine seed 

cones. One will be positioned in the vicinity of the Black Lighthouse and the 

Signal Tower so that visitors to the Fort can 

watch it grow. The other will be planted inside 

the western side of the Fort. Many soldiers from 

Queenscliff were included in the Gallipoli 

forces.  

 The Legacy of the ANZACS will continue to 

be remembered at Fort Queenscliff. 

Major Marty GOWLING.  

Manager, Fort Queenscliff Museum. 
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Captain Robert Clive Crocker 
Robert Crocker was born on 29 June 
1888 in Prahran, Victoria. His parents 
were Henry Sayers and Margaret 
Eleanor (née Wilson) Crocker. He 
attended Scotch in 1904. He 
completed his Matriculation in 1904. 
Robert was a solicitor when he 
enlisted on 18 August 1914 at 
Melbourne. He served in the 2nd Field 
Artillery Brigade - Brigade Ammunition 
Column and 6th Battery with the rank 
of Captain.  
Robert died on 12 July 1915 at Cape 
Helles, Gallipoli. He was 27 years of 
age. 
In 1913 Clive Crocker was admitted to 
practice as a solicitor, but he had also 
been in the Citizen Military Forces for 
some five years before the war. The 
Scotch Collegian mentions his deep 
interest in military matters, 

exemplified when, during a visit to Victoria from Lord Kitchener, he was 
‘specially mentioned for his excellent work’ as a lieutenant in the Army Service 
Corps at Queenscliff. He had subsequently transferred to the Artillery. 

After the outbreak of war he entered the Australian Imperial Force as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade Ammunition Column. In Egypt his 
legal training was called upon in courts martial. On the voyage from Egypt to 
Gallipoli he was appointed Adjutant of the transport, and reportedly landed on 
25 April at Gallipoli. He was promoted Captain on 31 May 1915 and transferred 
from the Ammunition Column, dealing with supplies, to the 6th Battery, a 
fighting unit. He became a Forward Observation Officer: that is, an artillery 
officer with the task of taking up a forward position and directing artillery to 
targets. This unit had already lost its commanding officer to enemy fire doing 
the same work on 30 May. While at his observing work on 12 July, Clive was 
shot in the shoulder. One source says that he was evacuated and operated on, 
but died of his wounds. 

Research information supplied by David Connolly. 
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A  Visit to the Army Museum of North Queensland - Lindsay Chatterton & Kathy Lang 

On our annual travels last year, in 2021, my wife and I visited the Army Museum of North 

Queensland, run by the Australian Army History Unit with the assistance of volunteers.  

Somewhat like Fort Queenscliff Museum, although in Townsville the museum is much 

larger, the volunteers are active in the museum where they provide information and 

assistance.   The museum consists of three galleries with a focus on the North Queensland 

region.  The first gallery is dedicated to Australia’s earliest military actions like the Boer War.  

The second gallery is dedicated to WW1 & WW2 and the third to the more recent military 

engagements like Korea, Vietnam, East Timor, Afghanistan and the Middle East.  

Photo left. Boer War battles map & 

memorabilia. 

Gallery One is the smallest and has a 

great timeline of significant events from 

1874 through to 1914.  There are many 

displays including early military camps in 

the area, maps of the Boer War 

engagement showing where Australians 

fought as well as many artifacts relating 

to the mounted infantry such as swords, 

horse care items, binoculars etc.    

Interestingly the first deployment of North Queensland Defence Force was on Australian 

soil.  Prior to federation each State maintained its own military forces and in 1891 the 

Queensland Government deployed its forces locally when some 8000 shearers went on 

strike.  The shearers formed armed camps outside of towns and this led to violent 

confrontations with the local graziers.  The Queensland Government was so concerned 

about the strike turning into a civil war that they deployed army volunteer units to Winton 

and Hughenden to protect the non-union shearers brought in by the graziers. 

Gallery Two is dedicated to WW1 and WW2.  It’s a large space with a WW2 cargo truck in 

the middle, a Field Gun display and huge honour rolls for the two conflicts at either end of 

the room. 
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Left - Nth Queensland Nurses display. 

Clever use of wall partitions guides you 

through and into spaces.   Like the nurse 

figurine that draws you into the story of the 

VADS (Voluntary Aid Detachments) for 

young unmarried women who assisted 

qualified medics by doing all the menial 

work; such as washing patients and 

scrubbing floors.  

 

A darkish cubicle with well-lit recessed display shelves featured a Vickers Machine Gun, the 

standard machine gun used in this period as well as a Bren Gun; a light machine gun used by 

the infantry.   Further along the Australian designed Owen Gun was on display. Designed by 

Evelyn Owen in 1939 the Owen gun was used during WW2 through to the Vietnam conflict 

and was popular with soldiers because of its reliability, ruggedness, and its suitability to 

jungle warfare.   There is a huge range of guns, grenades, swords, bayonets and other 

weaponry used by Australian, British, Japanese, German and American soldiers on display, 

all well restored and in good condition.   

There is also a display featuring Remembrance Day badges and medals.  One of these, the 

Death Penny, also features at the Fort Queenscliff Museum.  These were given to the 

families of soldiers killed in battle during the early part of WW1.  Then there is the 

Commonwealth Badge given to Mothers of Australia whose sons died in action.  The star on 

the badge represented the number of sons lost!  A little macabre really. 

Another large cubicle had displays dealing with military actions in the pacific.  It talked of 

the involvement of the Queensland Battalions in various campaigns in New Guinea and 

about the prisoner of war camps.  During WW2 some 30,000 Australia soldiers were POWs.  

Conditions in these camps varied greatly, from work details in Europe where prisoners 

worked on roads and farms to the infamous Burma-Thai railway where 2646 Australian 

soldiers died. 

Left - WW1 tunnelling display. In one corner of 

the gallery were rooms where volunteers had 

created full size mock-ups of WW1 trenches and 

tunnels along with tunnel supports, digging 

equipment and mannequins dressed 

accordingly.  Information boards nearby 

detailed the arduous conditions experienced by 

the soldiers.  Tunnels were often dug under the 

opposing force and packed with explosives. One 

example tells of an explosion at Hill 60 (Ypres) 

which killed 687 soldiers of the German 240th 
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Division and blew a crater 60 feet deep and 260 feet wide.    

One great display involved the famous pop-off rifle used at the Gallipoli 

where 130,000 soldiers were evacuated without any casualties.  Supposedly the Turkish 

Army kept firing on the trenches for a week after the last Australian solder had left.   

Designed by Captain Scurry, it used 2 bully beef tins, an upper tin filled with water with a 

small hole in the bottom and a lower tin connected by string to the gun trigger which when 

full enough overbalanced pulling the trigger and emptying ... all to repeat again.    

Gallery Three is dedicated to the Korean and later conflicts.  One room is concerned with 

conflicts after 1975 which included Rhodesia, Cambodia, Somalia, Rwanda, East Timor, 

Bougainville, Solomon Islands, Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Left photo - Bomb disposal display. 

  The story of Sgt Michael Lyddiard highlights one of 

the key features of recent conflicts where IEDs were 

a constant threat.  Sgt Lyddiard was a bomb disposal 

expert from Townsville and suffered extensive 

injuries when a second device associated with the 

bomb he was defusing, exploded.   He lost his lower 

right arm, his left hand and his right eye.  He 

survived and became an advocate for injured 

veterans. 

Another room dedicated to the Korean War had an underground bunker (hooch) setup 

along with details of the difficult conditions soldiers experienced … the bunkers were 

cramped and poorly ventilated. Home-made heaters (choofers) and pesticides, used to 

control mosquitoes, led to foul air conditions.  Summer monsoonal rains led to continual 

dampness resulting in soldiers developing “trench feet” and often to the collapse of these 

underground bunkers.   

Another section was dedicated to the Vietnam War.   One of the stories focused on the 

“tunnel rats” who undertook search and destroy missions in the extensive underground 

system of tunnels created by the forerunners of the Viet Cong, 

the Viet Minh, in the time of the French colonialization.  The 

Australian Engineers were particularly involved in clearing the 

largest tunnel network in the Ho Bo Woods, a long-established 

Viet Cong sanctuary near the Iron Triangle.  

We finished our tour feeling amazed by the amount of 

information and the work involved in creating the large 

number of displays in this museum. Next time you visit 

Townsville I recommend a visit to The Army Museum of North 

Queensland. 

Kind regards to all from Lindsay Chatterton – IT delegate on 

the Fort Queenscliff Heritage Assoc. Committee. 
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Digitisation Project Grant update – scanning and research upgrades in the Library. 

The aim of the Digitisation Project is to make electronic (digital) copies of photographs, 

documents, charts, maps and other items held in the museum archive. By making a digital 

copy of the item it is hoped to preserve them by reducing handling while simultaneously 

making the item more available for research. The first step towards this aim was the purchase 

of the Czur ET18 document scanner mentioned in the April 2022 Newsletter.  

With a successful submission to Australian Museums and Art Galleries (AMaGA) we 

have received another $3000 to complete the next step in our digitisation project. With these 

funds to replace old equipment we have purchased an Epson v600 Photo scanner, an Epson 

XP-15000 HD A3 Photo printer and a new desktop PC built to meet our requirements. All 

together this means we have a modern scanning facility able to handle documents up to A3 

size in a variety of formats. Work has already begun on copying collections of photographs 

currently stored in boxes as well as fragile booklets and thesis held in the reference library. 

Below photo is our new scanning position set-up, with the additional boon of dual active 

monitors that allows the scanned document to be viewed easily & checked off in the Museum 

Mosaic Catalogue while further research is carried out in our archive or on other organisation 

websites on the dual screen. All together this is a significant boost to the Fort’s Library 

research ability. 

 
 

By Andrew Dagg. Researcher and Grants Delegate on Fort Queenscliff Heritage Association. 
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John Earnest (Jack) ROBERTSON - love and tragedy - his 

life as a family man. 
It was a delight to read Evan Donohue’s article on my 

great grandfather, Lt. Col. J E Robertson, CO at Fort 

Queenscliff 1915 to 1922, in the April 2022 edition of the 

Friends of the Fort Newsletter, together with the synopsis of 

his military career. 

Evan and I had a couple of interesting phone calls about 

JER earlier this year and we agreed that Evan would 

summarize the military career of the man, and I’d follow up 

with the human and family side.  So here we go. 

Firstly, although christened John Ernest, he was always 

known as Jack, or Uncle Jack, in the family and among the 

wider Robertson relatives.  Jack was born on 10 January 

1868, the third eldest out of five siblings born to his father 

William Robertson and his mother Martha Mary Murphy.  

His parents were first generation Australian-born children of early colonial settlers in 

Australia.  William’s father arrived into Hobart in 1822 (yes, we are celebrating our 

Bicentenary this year) and Martha’s father, J R Murphy who founded a brewing empire in 

Melbourne, arrived later. 

The pioneering William Robertson was a member of the Port Phillip Association which 

was set up to underwrite John Batman’s exploration of Port Phillip Bay in 1835 and 

hopefully to negotiate land deals with the indigenous tribes to allow the Association members 

to expand into the Port Phillip area.  Batman did sign an agreement with the First Nations 

tribes, but as readers will know, this was overturned by the Governor in Sydney and instead 

land auctions were held to accompany the land rush that had already begun. 

By the time Jack was born, his grandfather had established himself at Colac, living in a 

handsome two storey home called Corangamorah built out of local bluestone and was in the 

process of dividing his extensive cattle estate into four separate properties which he planned 

to leave to his four sons.  In 1874 when the old man died, Jack’s father took over the “home” 

property, just outside Colac, which he renamed The Hill, and moved his family from 

Melbourne where he practiced at law. 

Jack and his siblings were educated at home by Miss Hearn until Jack and his older 

brother, another William known as Willie, were sent to board at Geelong Grammar School 

before finishing their education at Oxford University in England.  By the time Jack was ready 

to go to Oxford, he had grown into a strong and ruggedly handsome young man, had excelled 

at sports at GGS including rowing in the first eight in 1885 and 1886, and was clearly more 

interested in sports, girls and the military than either the law or farming.  In fact, on the 

family trip to England in 1887 where they called in to Switzerland to visit Jack’s father’s 

younger brother George Robertson at Davos, Jack was smitten by the young local Countess 

Anna Von Ulrichstein, and was heartbroken when dragged away by his father and stern 

mother to complete the trip to England. 

But England had its attractions too.  According to Jack, it was Queen Victoria’s Jubilee 

Year and “London was crowded and delightful.  Adelina Patti had the sitting rooms opposite 

ours, so we had music free whenever she was practicing.”   … continued next page 
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His education was “brushed up” by a tutor before he gained entrance to 

Wadham College at Oxford where he rowed in the college four and eight, 

excelled at athletics including winning the shot put in 1888, and 

presumably gaining passes in some subjects.  However, his university career was short and at 

the end of 1889, Jack returned to Australia. 

As Evan describes in his article, Jack joined the Victorian Military Forces, Garrison 

Artillery in March 1890.  In Jack’s notes, he reports that he was told that if he went back to 

England and did a long course at his own expense, his return trip would be paid for and that 

he would be put on pay as soon as a vacancy came up.  No doubt paid for by his father, he 

arrived in England just before Christmas 1891 and obtained the English Regular Certificate 

as Instructor of Gunnery in 

Garrison, Horse, Field, 

Siege and Mountain.  

Further military training and 

activity followed, including 

a stint at a civil engineering 

school at Cooper’s Hill and 

early morning attachments 

to the Royal Horse Guards 

Blue at Hyde Park Barracks 

for riding school and 

cavalry drill.  He also joined 

the Garrison Artillery at 

Portsmouth (3rd Division 

Western Brigade) before 

being moved to Golden Hill 

on the Isle of Wight by 

special instruction of the 

Duke of Connaught (Queen 

Victoria’s youngest son) 

who commanded the 

Southern Division. 

Photo – In England. Hon W 

Robertson (father), Lt JE 

Robertson RA, Col W E 

Jones RA, Plymouth, 

Devonshire.  Note - William (John’s father) on left has arranged a camera trip string for this 

early ‘selfie’ photo. 

During this time our handsome and strong young officer 

picked up a tattoo on his left arm, and a wife (Minnie) and 

a daughter (Phyllis) on his right arm, before he returned to 

Australia on the steamer Oroya in 1895. 

First of two parts written by Friend of the Fort 

Malcolm Robertson in Canberra June 2022. 

 
To be continued next newsletter. 
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New Play Reading – The Fort Murders. You are invited. 

Would you like to take part in a reading of the first draft of a new play? Well, 

we are having a very special reading event. 

The Fort Murders is a true story of the officially unsolved murders of two 

soldiers stationed at Queenscliff in 1942. 

The Fort Murders by local playwright and tour guide at the Fort, Ian Campbell 

is a stage adaptation based on research contained in the books Murder at the 

Fort and The Price You Pay by resident historian at the Queenscliff Fort and 

former Police Detective, Dr. Bob Marmion. 

The play is now at a stage of development where it needs to be read by a group 

of 15 or more readers, who might have an interest in helping the creation of a 

new piece of local theatre, while learning a bit more about this intriguing time 

in our history. 

The reading will take place at:- 

Kirks Place, Cnr Kirk Road and Winterley Street, Point Lonsdale.  

On Sunday 3 July, starting at 1pm 

If you would like to be part of this reading, please register for the event 

with Ian Campbell on 0439 626 630 ASAP. Limited places. 

 

 

 

 Dr. Bob. Marmion’s best-selling 

book is available in the Museum 

shop for $25. It is a thrilling true 

adventure which is another 

testament to the saying “truth is 

stranger than fiction”.  

Liz. at FQHA can arrange pick-up 

at the Fort, or postage if requested. 
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Fort Queenscliff Tour Guides escorted into Geelong Gaol. 

 

Oh my goodness … here they are, in the clink. We have recently joined with 

Geelong Gaol to promote similar heritage attractions. Our Guides went on a 

familiarisation tour at the invitation of Rob. Wynne, who is Curator and Events 

Manager at the Gaol. Above they stand outside level 2 cells, and close to the 

hanging platform. 

 

Photographed above in the former religious instruction room of the Gaol are Ian 

Campbell, Andrew Dagg, Viv. Lewis, Greg. Pohlner, the Gaol criminal, Mary 

Rozpara, Steve Howells and the lovely Liz. 

They were all subsequently released.  

If you have not visited the Geelong Gaol then it is highly recommended.  
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The 80th Anniversary: Attack on Sydney Harbour 

 
 
Posted by Military Voice on May 2, 2022 3:10:03 PM 

On the night of May 31st and into the early hours of June 1st, 1942, three Imperial 
Japanese Navy Midget Submarines attacked Sydney Harbour; an event referred to by 
some as the ‘battle of Sydney’.   

The brazen attack was preceded by a number of reconnaissance flights conducted over 
Sydney that provided valued intelligence. The attack was to be focused on the numerous 
Allied warships anchored within the harbour, including the prime targets of the 
HMAS Canberra and USS Chicago.  

The first of the three submarines to enter Sydney Harbour on May 31st was M-27, 
manned by Lieutenant Kenshi Chuman and Petty Officer Takeshi Omori. Entering at 
approximately 8 pm, the vessel’s propellers became entangled in anti-submarine nets 
near the western boom gate shortly after. The disturbance was noticed soon after and 
reported, however by the time patrol boats HMAS Yarroma and HMAS Lolita arrived the 
submarine’s crew had fired demolition charges that destroyed their craft at 10:37 pm.  

Attack on Sydney Harbour cont. next page. 

 

https://blog.militaryshop.com.au/author/military-voice
https://blog.militaryshop.com.au/the-80th-anniversary-attack-on-sydney-harbour
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Attack on Sydney Harbour cont. 

M-24 was the second of the midget submarines to enter the harbour manned by Sub 
Lieutenant Katsuhisa Ban and Petty Officer Mamoru Ashibe at 9:48 pm. Sighted by the 
USS Chicago but not successfully repelled by shots, two torpedoes were fired at 
the Chicago half an hour after the sighting. Both torpedoes missed the target with one 
running ashore at Garden Island and the second striking the sea wall of Garden Island 
under the Sydney Harbour ferry Kuttabul, acting as a RAN depot ship. The Kuttabul sank 
with 21 Allied naval ratings killed and others badly injured or trapped. 

M-24 and its crew disappeared out of the harbour and their end would not be known 
until 2006 when the wreck of the midget submarine was discovered off Sydney’s 
northern beaches.   

The third and final midget submarine, M-22, entered the harbour in the early hours of 
June 1st. Crewed by Kieu Matsuo and Petty Officer 1st Class Masao Tsuzuku, the midget 
submarine was detected in Taylors Bay where patrol boats repeatedly depth charged the 
vessel. The two-man crew were the following day found dead inside their crippled vessel 
with self-inflicted gunshot wounds. 

 

 
Photo. The recovery of the remains of M-27 from Sydney Harbour. Source: 
www.navy.gov.au 

The audacious and surprising attack from the three midget submarines was a wake up 
to many Sydneysiders who previously may have felt that the war was something of a 
world away. This attack remained a watershed moment and helped change the views on 
Australia from being an outlying Allied member to an important springboard for the 
defeat of Japan in the Pacific. The loss of 21 Allied lives and the four lives of the Japanese 
submariners was a stark reminder of the realities of war in an otherwise peaceful feeling 
Sydney.   

End of article. 
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An untitled painting by E St. Clair. (A northerly view from Shortlands Bluff 
within Fort Queenscliff)  

This painting was donated to the Queenscliff History Museum in 2021. The provenance of the 
painting was unknown and led to a puzzling research project for people from the History Museum, 
Fort Queenscliff Library and the National Archives of Australia. Exhaustive research finally attributed 
the painting to E St. Clair with a date of 1894. He was identified as EGBERT KENT ST CLAIR. Born 16th 
Sept 1866, St Martins in the Fields, Middlesex, London.  He was in Australia 1891 – 1895.  

Fort Queenscliff Library - Victorian Permanent Artillery Roll book. 
EGBERT KENT ST. CLAIR enlisted on 17th Nov. 1892 for 5 years, No. 888 in the Victorian Artillery. He 
stated he had been in the colony for 12 months, and his last permanent address was the Sorrento 
Hotel (this indicates he paid his own passage to Australia). He was aged 24 years 2 months, height 5’ 
9 ½”, eyes grey, hair brown, complexion fair, appearance ordinary, Religion RC, calling Decorator. His 
Next-of-kin was John St. Clair (father) of 127 Crawford St., Portman Sqr, London W. His father’s 
calling was Painter & Decorator, and Egbert had worked for his father for 5 years. Egbert had a 
tattoo of a ship on his left arm, and ‘ada’ on right arm. His enlistment paper was signed/authorized 
by Major Charles Umphelby, Commanding Officer of the Victorian Permanent Artillery (VPA) at Fort 
Queenscliff.  

Queenscliff Sentinel, Drysdale, Portarlington and Sorrento Advertiser Sat 14 Jul 1894 P. 1. 
 A Monstrous Success. A Packed House. The grand variety entertainment and dance held at the 
Foresters Hall on Wednesday, 11th July, was a great success, … 'Great credit is due to Gunner St. Clair 
who acted as stage manager, for his untiring efforts in making this performance a success.  
He acted in several items as well as in musical performance. It appears that Egbert St. Clair was a 
committed artist at heart. 

His VPA Statement of Service showed he was granted good conduct extra pay at 3d/day on 
17/11/1893, and also good conduct extra pay 6d/day on 17/11/1894. Due to the harsh economic 
collapse suffered by Victoria in the 1890’s, Gunner St. Clair was prematurely discharged on 31st 
March 1895, as part of a severe reduction in the Victorian Defence budget. 
His adventure to the southern hemisphere came to a grinding halt, as employment in Victoria in the 
mid 1890’s was negligible. Necessity drove him to travel again to a more promising future. 

A fast trip to the United States and US Army career 18 June1895 – 17 June 1898.  
Ancestry documents show that a mere 11 weeks later Egbert K St Clair enlisted in the United States 
Army at the Presideo San Francisco on 18th June 1895. The Presidio of San Francisco is a former U.S. 
Army post on the northern tip of the San Francisco Peninsula in San Francisco, California. It had been 
a fortified location since September 1776, when New Spain established the Presidio to gain a 
foothold in Alta California and the San Francisco Bay. It passed to Mexico in 1820, which in turn 
passed it to the United States in 1848. 

 Egbert enlisted for three years, age 27 & 9/12, calling himself an Artist. His posting was to a 
“Hospital Corps”. On expiry of his term 17th June 1898 he was discharged at Tampa Florida, again 
needing to find a new destiny. 

By 1905 he had returned to London where he married Kathleen Mary Tempest.  
The Census for England and Wales 1911 shows Egbert Kent St. Clair, occupation Decorator, and 
Kathleen Mary St. Clair were resident at 31 Upper Park Place, Dorset Gardens, Dorset Square SW, in 
a one room apartment. Another document lists them as Concert Artists Marvello Kent and Kathleen 
Marvello.  They had one son; Aubrey St. Clair born in 1907. Egbert St. Clair died in 1946 at age 79.  
He never found world fame as an artist, but here in the Queenscliff History Museum his 1894 
painting is a treasure more real than Benito’s. 

Article compiled from research by Stephen Lee QHM, Kathryn Graham NAA, & Lindsay Chatterton, 
Andrew Dagg and Evan Donohue at Fort Queenscliff Library. 


